E70

These are policies focused on addressing
the real problems our people face, and deliv-
ering results.

I've had people tell me they fear that
America may no longer be the land of oppor-
tunity it has always been, and that Vir-
ginia’s history in playing a leading role in
the life of our nation may be just that—his-
tory. I say: They are wrong.

Working together—Republicans, Demo-
crats and Independents alike—Virginia will
continue to blaze the trail of opportunity
and prosperity.

And like the mechanic looking to the own-
er’s manual to troubleshoot the automobile,
we should look to the Founders and their
writings for wisdom.

The Founders’ capstone on the Constitu-
tion is the Bill of Rights. No federal mandate
nor program crafted by either political party
should undermine the central principle of
federalism, enshrined in the birth certificate
of America by those who pledged their lives,
fortunes and sacred honor.

The Founders recognized that the govern-
ment closest to the people governs best.
More often than not, Richmond knows better
about the hopes and dreams of the people
than Washington. And Galax and Fairfax and
Virginia Beach know far better than Rich-
mond.

As we enthusiastically pursue the vision of
“A Commonwealth of Opportunity’’, I ask all
Virginians to continue to seek your own op-
portunities to get involved in the life of our
Commonwealth.

Half a century ago President Kennedy
challenged the American people to ‘“‘ask not
what your country can do for you—ask what
you can do for your country.” Today, I ask
all Virginians to rise up to meet this time-
less challenge.

We live in the most generous nation on
Earth. So many Virginians give sacrificially
of their time, talents and treasure, and
rightly so. The Scriptures say, ‘“To whom
much is given, much will be required.”’

Right now, much is required in the nation
of Haiti. And I urge all Virginians to donate
to the relief efforts underway.

Here in our Commonwealth, I urge busi-
ness owners to look for opportunities to
sponsor a little league team, help a charity,
and promote corporate responsibility in the
communities in which you live and work.

I urge all the leaders of our faith commu-
nities to expand your selfless work of helping
the homeless, feeding the poor, and com-
forting the broken hearted.

I urge the young people of Virginia to use
your talents and energy to fully engage in
the future of this Commonwealth.

I urge Virginians who came here from
other lands to contribute your culture, your
history and your traditions to our rich tap-
estry of life.

I urge every Virginian to take every oppor-
tunity to thank a man or woman in a law en-
forcement or military uniform for the pres-
ervation of our freedoms.

There is so much each one of us can do to
leave this Commonwealth a better place
than we found it.

No government program can substitute for
the incredible good done through voluntary
actions performed freely by caring individ-
uals every day.

And while government can help provide op-
portunities, it is every person’s responsi-
bility to take advantage of them.

In recent weeks I've seen people exercising
that responsibility, and changing lives at:
the Healing Place in Richmond, the Car-
penter’s Shelter in Alexandria, Food Banks
in Abingdon, Norfolk and Richmond, the
Boys and Girls Club in Virginia Beach, the
USO in Norfolk.

As a Commonwealth, we must do the same

. . and we will.
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Standing here today, on the steps of our
State Capitol, in the inspiring shadows of
the shared history behind us, we embrace the
limitless future opportunities stretching out
far before us. . . .

And now it is here, in this place, that we
pledge to work together to create ‘“A Com-
monwealth of Opportunity’ . . . for all Vir-
ginians, and to add our steps to Virginia’s
journey.

It was George Washington who noted, in
his first Inaugural Address, ‘‘The propitious
smiles of Heaven can never be expected to re-
main on a nation that disregards the eternal
rules of order and right which Heaven itself
has ordained.”

It is right to help one another.

It is right to work together to get results
and solve problems.

It is right to provide opportunities for all.

Let us heed the words of the Father of our
Country, employ these eternal rules of order
and right, and get to work for the good of the
people of Virginia.

Thank you and God Bless the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

———

HONORING SEVEN AMERICANS
KILLED IN AFGHANISTAN ON DE-
CEMBER 30, 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the bravery and sacrifice of
the seven CIA officers and contractors who
gave their lives in the line of duty during the
December 30 bombing of a CIA base in
Khost, Afghanistan. | also want to recognize
those Americans who were injured in the blast
and offer my wishes for a full and quick recov-
ery.

As we have all learned by now, a suicide
bomber who was believed to possess informa-
tion critical to counterterrorism operations en-
tered the U.S. forward operating base in
Khost, where he activated explosives that took
the lives of seven Americans, including one of
our nation’s top counterterrorism experts. Six
other Americans standing nearby were injured
in the explosion.

The men and women of our intelligence
community work behind a veil of secrecy, yet
as this tragic incident reminds us, they are still
exposed to the dangers that come from the
difficult and often thankless job of protecting
our country. Unlike our soldiers in uniform,
these public servants must keep their many
victories secret, while their rare failures and
raw grief make headlines. My thoughts and
prayers are with the families of these brave
men and women. They, and all the other patri-
ots who serve so honorably in our intelligence
community, have my unending gratitude and
my unwavering support. | will continue to do
everything in my power to ensure that they
have the tools, resources and encouragement
they need to keep America safe.
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THE FEHBP PRESCRIPTION DRUG
INTEGRITY, TRANSPARENCY,
AND COST SAVINGS ACT

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | don't have
to remind you that much of the public policy
debate in this country has largely focused on
healthcare reform and on how best to tackle
rising costs, while ensuring access and quality
at the same time. These calls for change in
the healthcare policy arena have also been
coupled with demands for a more fiscally re-
sponsible federal government.

Many policymakers look to the FEHBP as a
model for providing health care. That's why it's
important to ensure the program is providing
the best benefits and at the best price for sub-
scribers. Having conducted a Subcommittee
on Federal Workforce, Postal Service and the
District of Columbia hearing in June, a Sep-
tember policy forum with key stakeholders,
and months of additional research and col-
laboration, | have discovered that when it
comes to prescription drugs, our federal em-
ployees and retirees are not receiving the best
benefit at the best price. Considering that pre-
scription drug costs comprise nearly 30% of
the FEHBP’s premiums, it is imperative that
we do everything in our power to ensure that
federal employees and the taxpayer are get-
ting the best value for their dollar.

In short, the FEHBP health plans contract
with Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) to
price and to provide the pharmacy benefit to
FEHBP members. In contrast with other fed-
eral health programs, the FEHBP does not
regulate or negotiate drug pricing for its mem-
bers. Instead it relies on competition among
the various carriers and PBMs to keep prices
low. However, as we recently affirmed, prices
are not low! In fact, when comparing FEHBP
drug prices to those of other federal programs,
such as the Veterans Administration, the De-
partment of Defense, Medicare, Medicaid and
the Public Health Service’s 340B Program, the
FEHBP is paying substantially more for its
drugs. Even more alarming is that some re-
search actually shows that Costco and drug-
store.com offer their employees better prices
for drugs than the FEHBP does for federal
workers and retirees. In these economically
challenging times, it is unacceptable to ask
federal employees and the American taxpayer
to put up with such an irregularity. If the
FEHBP wants to remain a model for providing
health benefits, legislative changes that allow
for alternative prescription drug benefit con-
tracting and pricing are in order.

For this reason, | am proud to be intro-
ducing legislation today that will afford the Of-
fice of Personnel Management (OPM) greater
oversight authority in the contracting and pric-
ing of the FEHBP prescription drug benefit. Ti-
tled “The FEHBP Prescription Drug Integrity,
Transparency, and Cost Savings Act”, this bill
will prohibit certain ownership relationships; re-
quire Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) to
return 99% of all monies received from manu-
facturers for FEHBP business; cap prices paid
by the health plan to the Average Manufacture
Price (AMP); restrict drug switching by PBMs;
and require enhanced transparency and dis-
closure of all contract terms and related infor-
mation. These requirements intend to not only
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lower costs of prescription drugs in the
FEHBP but to also provide our federal em-
ployees with a safer, higher quality prescrip-
tion drug benefit.

In this day and age, when every effort is
being made to reduce federal spending and to
find money to fund healthcare reform and
other domestic policy priorities, the level of
ambiguity around costs and drug prices under
the FEHBP is appalling and must change.
What we have before us is an issue that can
save the taxpayer billions of dollars while at
the same time reduce premiums for federal
workers and their families. All | ask of my col-
leagues is for their support in passing this im-
portant legislation.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
HAITI

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to support the
resolution expressing condolences to and soli-
darity with the people of Haiti in the aftermath
of the devastating earthquake of January 12,
2010.

With reports of up to 200,000 deaths and
more than 1.5 million people left homeless,
this is the worst natural disaster incurred by
Haiti in more than 200 years. As the poorest
and least developed country in the Western
Hemisphere, it is reassuring to see the United
States and the international community com-
ing together in solidarity to help this country in
its hour of need. The 7.0 earthquake has
caused upheaval for almost one-third of the
Haitian population and wrecked the existing in-
frastructure, making roads impassable, hin-
dering rescue/aid flights, and tainting water
supplies.

The earthquake’s destruction spared no na-
tionality, no class, no age, no religion. Thou-
sands of American volunteers and mission-
aries were also lost; however, due to the self-
lessness and quick action of first-responders,
we are able to celebrate each life as survivors
are found. The rescue effort has been led by
rescue teams from around the world. Teams
in Texas eagerly await the opportunity to de-
ploy to Port-au-Prince and various organiza-
tions in my district have been holding fund-
raisers to contribute to the effort. Americans
have contributed over $200 million to major re-
lief groups in just 7 days since this disaster,
and their generosity will be important in the
coming months as Haiti rebuilds its tangible
resources as well as its national conscious-
ness.

Haitian recovery from the tragic events in its
capital city will require continued support from
the international community, and | urge my fel-
low colleagues to join me in supporting the
resolution expressing condolences to and soli-
darity with the people of Haiti in the aftermath
of the devastating earthquake of January 12,
2010.
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HONORING THE OUTSTANDING
SERVICE OF THE 354TH EXPEDI-
TIONARY FIGHTER SQUADRON

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 354th Expeditionary Fighter
Squadron on their recent landmark deploy-
ment to Afghanistan in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom.

During their recent combat deployment, the
354th distinguished itself as the Air Force’s
premiere Close Air Support unit by flying more
sorties per day, per aircraft, than any other
ground-attack unit in the Central Command
area.

Over the course of their 6-month tour, the
unit flew more than 10,000 flight hours and
launched more than 2,500 sorties in support of
thousands of troops on the ground and all with
only half of their full complement of aircraft.

The Bulldogs spearheaded the integration of
the SADL communications system or Situa-
tional Awareness Data Link. They were also
the first A-10 unit to forward deploy to
Kandahar Airfield, closer to the action and
closer to the enemy.

In order to remain airborne, the mainte-
nance team worked around the clock to en-
sure a utilization rate of 210% of the usual do-
mestic operational rate. For the 354th that
meant 400 sorties a month.

The dedicated service of the airmen of the
354th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron has un-
doubtedly saved the lives of countless Amer-
ican, Coalition and Afghan ground forces and
under the brutal conditions of an unrelenting
Afghan winter.

As the first A-10 squadron in theater, the
354th has set the bar very high, but | am con-
fident that their follow-on units will meet that
standard.

On behalf of the people of Tucson, | am
personally very proud to welcome home the
354th to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base.

CBS WINS LAP DOG AWARD
HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, for
the second time in a row, CBS is the winner
of the Media Fairness Caucus’ highly un-cov-
eted “Lap Dog Award” for the week’s most
glaring example of media bias.

During CBS’ coverage of the special elec-
tion in Massachusetts on Tuesday evening,
two hours before the polls closed, political an-
alyst John Dickerson claimed that if Repub-
lican candidate SCOTT BROWN won the elec-
tion, it would “get a lot uglier in Washington.”

Brown went on to say that Republicans “feel
excited and they see glory in attacking the
President.”

I's no wonder just 2 in 10 Americans say
reporters try to offer unbiased coverage of po-
litical campaigns, according to a recent Ras-
mussen poll.

CBS and the national media should give
Americans the facts, not tell them what to
think.
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN
EGYPT

HON. ALBIO SIRES

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
share my concern and outrage over human
rights abuses in Egypt.

| rise to ask that the Egyptian Government
uphold the rights of all religious communities
by ending discrimination and harassment of
groups such as the Coptic Christians, and
prosecuting those that do such groups harm.

An attack that happened just weeks ago
starkly illustrates the need for change in
Egypt. On January 6th, 2010, a drive-by
shooting killed six Coptic Christians in Nag
Hammadi. This deadly attack, carried out the
night before the Coptic Christmas, is the most
recent in a long history of repression and
abuse of Coptic Christians in Egypt.

On January 14th, 2009, the U.S. Assistant
Secretary for Democracy, Human Rights, and
Labor, Michael Posner, spoke out against this
attack. He stressed the need for prosecution
and justice in the country. Last October, the
Department of State released its 2009 Inter-
national Religious Freedom Report detailing
the widespread and ongoing persecution of
this community. The report also highlights in-
creasing violence and the need for improved
investigations.

While the United States and the human
rights community have been vocal in con-
demning this attack and other human rights
abuses, the Egyptian government has yet to
recognize the full significance of the violent act
or the overarching issue of intolerance in the
country. Violence in the name of the religion is
unacceptable, but when governments do not
sufficiently address such behavior, the vio-
lence is far more troubling.

Religion is a fundamental freedom that must
be upheld and respected around the world, in
every nation and in every community. | urge
my colleagues in the House to join me in call-
ing for religious freedom and basic rights for
all people.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE CITY OF
OWASSO, OKLAHOMA

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, today, |
rise to recognize the City of Owasso, Okla-
homa, in the First Congressional District for
receiving an A+ rating in government trans-
parency by the online citizen’s watchdog
group, Sunshine Review. | congratulate the
City of Owasso for receiving this prestigious
award and becoming the first city in Oklahoma
to receive a perfect grade.

The Sunshine Review is an online resource
that monitors government transparency at the
local, county, and state levels throughout the
country. According to the organization, they
seek to make government accountability and
records accessible for all citizens and tax-
payers to read. In order to assess a city’s rat-
ing, the Sunshine Review compiles a “trans-
parency checklist”, consisting of ten basic sec-
tions of accountability. Each section must
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