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who has served as my Communications Direc-
tor and has helped me to be a better con-
gressman as | represent the people of Ten-
nessee’s Sixth Congressional District.

While Kinsey grew up in southern California
and far from the rolling hills of Tennessee, he
quickly proved himself to be an ambitious and
creative addition to the staff, with a clear pas-
sion for politics that rivals only his passion for
the Los Angeles Dodgers. One of Kinsey’s
first tasks in the office was revamping my con-
gressional Web site, and he put in long hours
to get the job done well. His hard work and
dedication on that project has made my Web
site a more effective tool for communicating
with my constituents.

Prior to joining my staff, Kinsey worked for
Rep. BRAD SHERMAN and Sen. EVAN BAYH.
Now, he is moving on to the next phase of his
career. Kinsey departed my office on Friday
for a new job as the Communications Director
for the Joint Economic Committee, and | know
he looks forward to being involved in efforts to
get our nation’s economy back on track. His
experience with both the House and Senate,
and his easy rapport with reporters will serve
him well in this new position.

Madam Speaker, my staff and | have en-
joyed having Kinsey with us over the last year,
and we wish him all the best in his new posi-
tion. He is young and talented, and | look for-
ward to watching his professional skills con-
tinue to grow.

———

HONORING MRS. SUZANNE M.
PILON FOR BEING AWARDED
THE PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE IN MATHEMATICS
AND SCIENCE TEACHING AWARD

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, |
would like to congratulate Mrs. Suzanne M.
Pilon of Hilton, New York for being awarded
the Presidential Award for Excellence in Math-
ematics and Science Teaching, the highest
recognition that a kindergarten through 12th-
grade mathematics or science teacher may re-
ceive for outstanding teaching in the United
States.

A first and second grade science and math-
ematics teacher at Quest Elementary School
in Hilton, Suzanne has been teaching at the
Hilton Central School District for the past 14
years.

Known for her strong motivational skills, Su-
zanne also serves as a Teacher Leader for
the Investigating Science program, is a Child
Study Team Grade Level Leader, a Tech-
nology Committee Representative, an Admin-
istrative Team member, and a Parent-Teach-
er-Student Organization Team Representative.

Suzanne offers a daily science workshop to
her students and tries to weave science into
as many other subjects as she can. She con-
tinues to pursue many professional develop-
ment activities and has previously been recog-
nized as the District Teacher of the Year for
Quest School of Choice.

Suzanne is an exceptional educator and
Western New York is fortunate to have her
teaching in our community. I'd like to once
again congratulate Suzanne on this wonderful
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accomplishment and thank her for her dedica-
tion to our nation’s youth.

HONORING THE NEBRASKA FIRE-
FIGHTERS MUSEUM AND EDU-
CATION CENTER

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. | rise to honor the
Nebraska Firefighters Museum and Education
Center in Kearney, Nebraska. In addition, |
also want to thank Linsay Schluntz and
Wayne Olson for their energy, dedication and
hard work in making the museum a reality.

The museum covers Nebraska’s firefighting
history from 1856 to the present and its exhib-
its feature restored fire trucks, uniforms,
breathing equipment, fire extinguishers and
other various firefighting implements.

Additionally, I'm proud to note a portion of
the museum is dedicated to fire prevention
education and features interactive exhibits tar-
geted to school-age children.

Opened on August 14, 2009, the museum
has seen more than 3000 visitors with many
more expected to tour the facilities in the com-
ing months. Later this year, construction will
begin on a memorial garden featuring several
granite tablets with the engraved names of
Nebraska firefighters who have dedicated their
lives and safety to protecting their commu-
nities.

It has been a great honor of mine to work
with Nebraska’s firefighters and other emer-
gency personnel. The Nebraska Firefighters
Museum is a reminder of the sacrifices and
dedication these brave men and women make
to our state.

——————

HONORING DAVID M. BISSONETTE,
EMERGENCY COORDINATOR FOR
THE TOWN OF CLARENCE, NEW
YORK

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, it is
with great appreciation that | recognize Mr.
David M. Bissonette, Emergency Coordinator
for the town of Clarence, New York, for his
dedicated service to the community, specifi-
cally his efforts on the evening of February 12,
2009.

On the evening of February 12, 2009, Conti-
nental Connection Flight 3407 crashed into a
home in the town of Clarence. Under the co-
ordination of David, emergency personnel
from throughout Western New York responded
quickly to the scene of the accident and imme-
diately went into action.

A fulltime safety professional for more than
30 years, David’'s experience and profes-
sionalism in handling incident coordination al-
lowed emergency personnel to arrive on
scene in a matter of minutes, as well as ena-
bling residents living in homes near the crash
site the ability to quickly move to safety.

A 27-year member of the Clarence Volun-
teer Fire Department, David served in various
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leadership positions including Chief and As-
sistant Chief. Over his 17 years as Emergency
Coordinator for the town of Clarence, David
has been responsible for providing emergency
support and guidance on a number of large
emergencies including chemical releases, ex-
tremely heavy snow storms, a chemical plant
explosion and fire, long term power outages
and sadly, because of the events on February
12, 2009, a tragic plane crash.

Madam Speaker, I'd like to extend my ap-
preciation to David Bissonnette for his dedica-
tion to the town of Clarence, and for his ac-
tions on the evening of February 12, 2009,
and the days following.

BANKRUPTCY NOT BAILOUTS
HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker,
Americans have one word for Congress when
it comes to more bailouts: “No!” Taxpayers
want to hold accountable those who wrecked
American companies and our economy—not
give them new, federal checking accounts.

The Obama administration does not get the
message. What was its Christmas “present”
for taxpayers? A Christmas Eve gift of unlim-
ited bailout billions to Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac.

House Democrats don’t get the message ei-
ther. Just before Christmas, they rammed
through a partisan financial “reform” bill to in-
stitutionalize bailouts—not bury them.

There is a common thread in the Demo-
cratic gift-giving. It is Chicago-style patronage
politics, rung up by the billions. Fannie and
Freddie’s patrons gladly drain taxpayer coffers
to preserve these tools of liberal social policy.
Meanwhile, as the latest academic study
shows, politically connected banks get the
most bailouts. Little does it matter that these
were the institutions that brought us to the
edge of ruin.

Republicans and the American people have
a better solution. Send the institutions that
have failed us to bankruptcy. There, account-
ability will carry the day—not patronage poli-
tics.

———

REPORTED WALL STREET BANK
BONUSES

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, | come
from Missouri—the Show-Me State—where
people conduct their lives with a sensible
skepticism and a great devotion to common
sense and patriotism.

Missourians pride themselves in being
straight shooters. They work hard and play by
the rules. They look at issues with a prag-
matism that more Americans should possess.
They, like |, have been angered by the greedy
behavior of Wall Street tycoons who helped
get our country into its current economic
mess.

Their anger is amplified when they hear
news stories, as all Americans have in the
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past few days, about how some of Wall
Street’'s biggest banks are planning to give
millions of dollars in bonuses. | am outraged
by this. | have to ask myself, “Where is the
common sense of these Wall Street bankers?
Where is their patriotism? Where is their
shared sense of sacrifice?”

| grew up during World War Il. When this
Nation was in trouble then, all Americans
stood together; all Americans made sac-
rifices—the working men and women of this
country and the barons of industry. This cur-
rent crowd on Wall Street just doesn’t seem to
get that. And that is a shame.

It was important for the government to help
save the American financial system from ruin.
It was close to going off a desperately high
cliff in the autumn of 2008. That would have
been devastating for the Missouri families |
represent. Was | angered that the government
had to take emergency action? You bet |
was—as were the folks in whose shoes |
stand each day in Washington.

Action was needed in large part because
Wall Street tycoons had gambled with risky
mortgage backed securities and because the
government was not shining its regulatory light
fully on these risky investments. And, many
Wall Street firms rewarded employees with ex-
uberant pay packages based on get-rich-quick
financial transactions.

In February 2009, Congress directed Treas-
ury to review and set strict guidelines on exec-
utive compensation at financial institutions re-
ceiving assistance under the 2008 Emergency
Economic Stabilization Act. Treasury has been
doing that under the direction of Kenneth
Feinberg, who runs the Office of the Special
Master on executive compensation at the de-
partment.

| am saddened that Congress would have to
create a special office to help this greedy
bunch find their moral compass. And, | am
even more saddened that Wall Street banks
would continue to think it appropriate to cut
enormous bonus checks when so many Amer-
ican families are out of work and many others
are very deeply concerned about their eco-
nomic future. Can’t the Wall Street crowd see
how their pay schemes are interpreted in mid-
dle America? Can’t they understand that their
profits are occurring because the American
people made serious sacrifices to right the Na-
tion’s economic ship?

| am not yet convinced that the Treasury
Secretary, the Federal Reserve Chairman, or
the President have worked hard enough to
press this compensation issue with the Wall
Street community. That is why Congress has
been working on several bills to establish
more sensible policies in this area and in fi-
nancial regulation more broadly.

| fully realize that American companies must
retain good workers to be competitive in the
global marketplace and it takes pay to do that,
but | am angered that executives at firms that
received federal taxpayer assistance do not
possess the common sense to share in the
sacrifices being made by the American people
during this tough economic climate. | urge
them to take a step back and to reconsider
their actions.
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HONORING ROBERT AMMON FOR
HIS 50 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH
THE CORFU FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, it is
with great pride that | pay tribute to Mr. Robert
Ammon for his 50 years of service as a mem-
ber of the Corfu Fire Department in the village
of Corfu, New York.

Over his five decades of service with the
Department, Bob has held numerous leader-
ship positions with the volunteer Department,
including President, Vice-President, Trustee,
Chairman of Carnivals and Parade Chairman.

In addition to his various official leadership
roles, Bob has also been instrumental in nu-
merous other community and fundraising
events, including raising funds for the original
building that housed the Corfu Fire Depart-
ment and also for finalizing the sale of the De-
partment’s current facility.

Bob is a true hero who has risked his life
countless times over the course of his service
to the department and community. The village
of Corfu is fortunate to have the Corfu Fire
Department serving the community, and to
have had Bob as part of the department for
the last 50 years.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me in recognizing Bob Ammon’s 50 years of
dedicated service to the community.

HONORING RUTH ARDEN

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2010

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Ruth Arden, the longtime
Executive Director of St. Paul's Community
Center. Ruth was a passionate advocate for
the homeless, the impoverished, and for the
welfare of the entire Toledo community. She
first became involved with the center in 1975,
when, as the outreach director for St. Paul's
United Methodist Church, she took on the role
of the center’s first director. Although the job
was initially supposed to have been tem-
porary, Ruth’s innate kindness, combined with
the state of Ohio’s decision to close mental
hospitals, meant that her stay at the center
turned out to be much longer than expected.
Those discharged from the hospitals “hovered
into the doorways” at the center, noted St.
Paul’s co-director Marcia Langenderfer, and in
the face of such pressing need, Ruth simply
could not turn people away.

Over the next 34 years, Ruth transformed
St. Paul’s from a small operation in a church
basement into a $1.2 million organization that
served 100,000 meals annually and super-
vised 12 transitional apartments as well as a
30-bed homeless shelter. “l think she would
have worked forever,” Ms. Langenderfer said,
adding that Ruth “was very strong-willed and
always determined to help this population.”

Yet Ruth’s desire to make this world a bet-
ter place was not limited to those whom she
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served at St. Paul's. An enthusiastic art lover,
she participated in the Toledo Museum of Art’s
Children’s Program and, from 2003 to 2007,
served on the board of the Toledo Artists’
Club. Additionally, Ruth belonged to the Ro-
tary Club of Toledo and was on the board of
the Coalition for Housing and Homelessness
in Ohio from 1983 to 2003. In 1991, Inc. Mag-
azine named her a finalist for the publication’s
prestigious Entrepreneur of the Year award.

| first met Ruth in 1983, and was floored by
the way in which this remarkable woman
seized every opportunity to remind others to
be both grateful and kind. “We would go to
church,” her daughter Kimberly Arden Chan-
dler recalled, “and on the way home, she
would drive us through neighborhoods where
people didn’t have as much as we did and told
us how lucky we were.” It was a valuable les-
son for Kimberly and her two siblings, and
Ruth dedicated her life to teaching it to every-
one she encountered. Yet she never asked for
praise. She helped others not for her own self-
satisfaction or for recognition from the commu-
nity, but because it was simply the fair and
noble thing to do. The size and success of St.
Paul's Community Center is a shining testa-
ment to her perseverance, her zeal, and her
overwhelming compassion. Ruth amazed me
as a freshman Congresswoman, and her
achievements continue to amaze me still. It is
only right that she should now receive Amer-
ica’s wholehearted gratitude and appreciation
for her outstanding accomplishments and ex-
traordinary life.

Ruth will be greatly missed in Toledo: she
grew up there, raised her children there, and
spent decades working to improve her home-
town. A graduate of Waite High School, the
University of Toledo, and Baldwin-Wallace
College, Ruth was preceded in death by her
son, Kris Kontak. We offer our heartfelt condo-
lences to her daughters, Kimberly Arden
Chandler and Karen Kontak; son, K. Reynold

Kontak; seven grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; and her dear friend Jim
Gottron.

| know that Ruth’s family and friends are
deeply comforted by the legacy she left behind
and the memories they share. She helped so
many people over the course of her rich and
full life, and her efforts are ones for which all
of us are profoundly grateful. May she be
blessed with a restful peace, and may we al-
ways remember the life and good deeds of
Ruth Arden.

Her achievements on behalf of our commu-
nity benefited others too often forgotten in our
technologically pigeonholed society. She
painstakingly bestowed on our community a
lasting endowment of vision and institutional
capacity to serve the homeless and forgotten
in the heart of Toledo. Indeed, Ruth gave this
community heart. What was even more amaz-
ing was that she was of a position in life
where this pursuit was not necessary to her
existence. Her conscience and spiritual mis-
sion impacted thousands of people for the bet-
ter. Her life stands as a bright star whose light
points the path for those wise enough to follow
its gleam.
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