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continue in the years ahead to promote the
cause of equality and opportunities for our
young people to pursue productive, fulfilling
lives. | ask you and my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the Martin Luther King Ob-
servance Committee of Morristown, especially
the chairwoman, Dr. Felicia Jamison, as they
celebrate 40 dedicated years of serving our
community.

————
ESPIONAGE TRIAL AGAINST
SEVEN LEADERS OF THE IRA-

NIAN BAHA’I COMMUNITY

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, Monday’s
Washington Post featured a story about seven
leaders of the Baha'i community who are fac-
ing “trial behind closed doors in Tehran.”

The U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom rightly called the trial a
“sham.” The U.S. State Department issued a
statement strongly condemning the Iranian
government’s decision to commence the espi-
onage trial against seven leaders of the Ira-
nian Bahai community: Mrs.  Fariba
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. Afif
Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz
Tavakkoli, Mr. Vahid Tizfahm and Mrs.
Mahvash Sabet.

After 20 months in prison these individuals
finally had their first court appearance on Jan-
uary 12. According to the Baha'’i International
Community Iranian authorities have notified
the lawyers of seven imprisoned Baha'i lead-
ers that the next session of their trial will be
held on February 7.

They spent their first year in prison without
formal charges or access to lawyers, in viola-
tion of Iranian law. And now, the stakes are
getting even higher for members of this minor-
ity faith.

A recent state-sponsored media campaign
levied false accusations against the Baha’is
claiming this religious group incited the latest
protests in the Iran. This is a regime that is
scared of its own people and desperately look-
ing to redirect public discontent.

Sadly, we should not be surprised by these
actions. The government of Iran’s gross viola-
tions of religious freedom are well-documented
and long-standing including the execution of
over 200 Baha'i leaders since 1979, the dese-
cration of Baha'i cemeteries and places of
worship and the violent arrest and harassment
of members of the Baha'i faith.

The U.S. must continue to work with our
partners to speak with one voice about inex-
cusable human rights violations that are occur-
ring in Iran. We must continue to speak out for
due process and a fair trial for these seven
Baha’i leaders.

The world cannot turn a blind eye to this re-
gime’s persecution of its own people.
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CELEBRATING 30TH ANNIVERSARY
OF SONG TRIBUTE TO DR. MAR-
TIN LUTHER KING, JR.

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of H. Res.
1010, Celebrating the life and work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. during the 30th anniversary
of the Stevie Wonder song tribute to Dr. King,
“Happy Birthday,” introduced by my distin-
guished colleague from Michigan, Representa-
tive CONYERS. The first Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Federal holiday was officially observed on
January 20, 1986, and was celebrated with a
concert headlined by Stevie Wonder, who has,
in the years since, continued his commitment
to promoting peace and equality, for which he
has been recognized with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the National Civil Rights Mu-
seum in Memphis, Tennessee.

Stevie Wonder encouraged the establish-
ment of a Federal holiday in recognition of Dr.
King on his album sleeve for “Hotter Than
July” by expressing that, “l and a growing
number of people believe that it is time for our
country to adopt legislation that will make Jan-
uary 15, Martin Luther King’s birthday, a na-
tional holiday, both in recognition of what he
achieved and as a reminder of the distance
which still has to be traveled.” The tribute
song “Happy Birthday,” became a rallying cry
that led to 6,000,000 signatures supporting a
Federal holiday in honor of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Legislation desig-
nating the third Monday of January as a Fed-
eral holiday in observance of Dr. Marin Luther
King, Jr. occurred on November 3, 1983, was
signed into law. This campaign secured a
Federal holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. lasted for fifteen years with the 1980
Stevie Wonder song solidified the campaign’s
success.

The life and work of Dr. King, to advance
justice, equality, and peace for an entire
human race ended prematurely when he was
assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, on April
4, 1968, while he was challenging the wages
and treatment of Memphis sanitation workers.
Four days after the assassination of Dr. King,
on April 8, 1968, Representative JOHN CON-
YERS, JR. introduced legislation to recognize
civil rights leader Dr. King with a Federal holi-
day coinciding with his birthday on January
15, 1929.

Stevie Wonder dedicated his album sleeve
for “Hotter Than July,” an album released on
September 29, 1980, and upon which “Happy
Birthday” is recorded, to Dr. King, with an in-
scription that read, “Martin Luther King, Jr.
showed us, non-violently, a better way of life,
a way of mutual respect, helping us to avoid
much bitter confrontation and inevitable blood-
shed.” On January 17, 2000, for the first time,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was officially
observed in all fifty states.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a dreamer.
His dreams were a tool through which he was
able to lift his mind beyond the reality of his
segregated society, and into a realm where it
was possible that white and black, red and
brown, and all others live and work alongside
each other and prosper.
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But Martin Luther King, Jr. was not just an
idle daydreamer. He shared his visions
through speeches that motivated others to join
in his nonviolent effort to lift themselves from
poverty and isolation by creating a new Amer-
ica where equal justice and institutions were
facts of life.

It appears that too many of our nation’s
young people have forgotten how to dream.
They have forgotten what Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. taught us, when he started his jour-
ney towards equality—with peace in his heart
and the dream of equality in his eyes.

Today, children and young people often ask:
“What is a dream?” or “How can it change my
life?” We must once again introduce our
young people to the life of Dr. King and his
enduring dream. His vision is still so pertinent
today, our lives continue to be shaped by his
efforts.

A young Martin managed to find a dream,
one that he pieced together from his read-
ings—in the Bible, and literature, and just
about any other book he could get his hands
on. And not only did those books help him
educate himself, but they also allowed him to
work through the destructive and traumatic ex-
periences of blatant discrimination, and the
discriminatory abuse inflicted on himself, his
family, and his people.

The life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. was properly captured in Dr. King’'s most
famed speech, “I Have A Dream,” on August
28, 1963, when he said, “l have a dream that
one day this nation will rise up and live out the
true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal.”” The legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. is continued today, as evidenced by
the work of organizations like the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, which is currently led
by Dr. King’s daughter, Bernice King, and was
at one time led by Dr. King’s son, Martin Lu-
ther King, lll. In addition to organizations, the
legacy of Dr. King continues on today with
people in the United States and throughout
the world, with individual acts of compassion,
courage, and peace.

This legislation will benefit the well-being of
the public as it celebrates the life and work of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during the 30th an-
niversary of the Stevie Wonder tribute song to
Dr. King. It recognizes the legacy left by Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. with commitments to
freedom, equality, and justice, as exhibited by
Stevie Wonder and so many others; and fi-
nally, encourages the people of the United
States to commemorate the legacy of Dr. King
by renewing pledges to advance those prin-
ciples and actions that are consistent with Dr.
King’s belief that “all men are created equal.”
As such, | strongly support this legislation and
urge my colleagues to join me and do the
same.

———

INAUGURAL SPEECH OF GOV-
ERNOR ROBERT F. McDONNELL

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 21, 2010
Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today to

share with our colleagues the speech new Vir-
ginia Governor Robert F. McDonnell gave at
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his inauguration in Richmond on January 16.
| was moved by his speech, “A Common-
wealth of Opportunity,” and believe the mes-
sage is relevant to all Americans.

| submit for the RECORD the governor's
speech:

INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR ROBERT F.
MCDONNELL

‘A COMMONWEALTH OF OPPORTUNITY”’

Thank you. Mr. Speaker, Lt. Governor
Bolling, Attorney General Cuccinelli, mem-
bers of the General Assembly, distinguished
guests from around the world and across the
country, family and friends, my fellow Vir-
ginians, good afternoon!

We gather today on the steps of our mag-
nificent and newly renovated State Capitol.

From this hill the land rolls gently down
to the James River, the waterway of the set-
tlers in 1607.

From this place, the sweep of history has
moved us forward to today.

This is the cradle of democracy for Vir-
ginia and America.

Governor Thomas Jefferson designed this
Capitol building.

Governor Patrick Henry came here for the
laying of its cornerstone.

I am humbled today to follow in their his-
toric footsteps.

The General Assembly first convened in
this new building during the first term of
America’s first President, Virginia’s George
Washington.

Behind me, in the Rotunda, are the busts
of the eight Virginians who became Presi-
dent.

It was here that Robert E. Lee, the son of
a Virginia Governor, was commissioned as
Commander of the Commonwealth’s military
forces as a young nation split into war.

It was here, just four years later, that
President Abraham Lincoln came to begin
the process of reuniting our war-torn nation,
walking the streets of still smoldering Rich-
mond.

And it was here, 125 years after Lincoln’s
visit that a grandson of slaves, L.. Douglas
Wilder, took the Oath of Office as the na-
tion’s first African-American Governor.

And it is here, today, that an average mid-
dle class kid from Fairfax County, a grand-
son of Irish immigrants, is given the enor-
mous honor of becoming the 71st Governor of
Virginia.

As it turns out, I succeed another descend-
ent of Irish immigrants, Governor Timothy
Kaine.

On behalf of the grateful people of Vir-
ginia, I thank Governor Kaine for his leader-
ship and service to our Commonwealth.

Today’s Virginia is a thriving and diverse
home of nearly 8 million people, with one in
ten born outside the United States.

A state of rich history and strong people,
we do face many challenges together.

We do not face the challenges of forming a
new government or securing a young nation,
as did Washington, Jefferson and Henry.

We do not encounter the devastation and
destruction of Civil War, as did Lincoln and
Lee.

We do not struggle with the injustice of
slavery and its legacy of segregation as did
Governor Wilder as a young man.

We do not march into bullets and artillery
shells, as did the Greatest Generation on the
beaches of Normandy and the islands of the
Pacific. Two members of that generation,
who served in World War II, my father Jack
McDonnell and my father-in-law Frank
Gardner, join us here today.

On behalf of a grateful Commonwealth I
thank them, and all military members and
veterans, for their incredible sacrifice and
service to our nation that continues today.
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The actions of those patriots that came be-
fore us had a common purpose—to create and
expand freedom and opportunity for the gen-
erations that came behind them.

The creation of, and desire for, new oppor-
tunity has shaped Virginia from its founda-
tion.

It was in seeking the Opportunity of a New
World that Captain John Smith and 104 set-
tlers braved the perilous Atlantic to step
onto the sands of Cape Henry in April 1607.

It was in securing the Opportunity of a
New Nation that Virginia patriots joined to-
gether with their fellow colonists in the first
fight for freedom and independence, and thus
was born a country of ordered liberty that,
234 years later, is the beacon of hope for the
world.

It was in seizing the Opportunity of equal-
ity and education that a courageous 16 year-
old girl named Barbara Johns, memorialized
behind this majestic Capitol at the Virginia
Civil Rights Memorial, stood up and walked
out of Moton High School in Farmville 59
years ago this spring.

New opportunity helped them meet the
challenges of their time.

Greater opportunity will help us meet the
challenges of ours.

Together we must create jobs and eco-
nomic opportunities.

Provide new educational opportunities for
all Virginians.

And enhance family and community oppor-
tunities by easing government burdens on
free people.

As Virginians, we believe that government
must help foster a society in which all our
people can use their God-given talents in lib-
erty to pursue the American Dream.

Where opportunity is absent, we must cre-
ate it. Where opportunity is limited, we
must expand it. Where opportunity is un-
equal, we must make it open to everyone.

Our Administration will be dedicated to
building ‘“A Commonwealth of Opportunity’’
for all Virginians.

It starts with restoring economic oppor-
tunity to Virginians in every corner of our
Commonwealth.

Tens of thousands of our family members,
friends and neighbors have lost their jobs.

Thousands more worry they could be next.

As we confront the worst economy in gen-
erations, the creation of new job opportuni-
ties for all our citizens is the obligation of
our time, so all Virginians who seek a good
job can find meaningful work and the dignity
that comes with it.

Virginia has received high rankings over
the years for being a business-friendly state.

Those rankings speak well of our past.
They do not determine our future.

Competition for jobs is intense among the
states, and between nations. States are ag-
gressively positioning themselves to best ap-
peal to job creators and entrepreneurs.

We must make this the best state in which
to start and grow a small business.

It is why we will reduce burdensome tax-
ation and regulation that impede job-cre-
ation.

And, it is why, even in these tough times,
we will have the foresight to invest today in
ideas and policies that increase economic
prosperity tomorrow.

This economic crisis has touched every
Virginian.

Declining home values and diminished re-
tirement accounts have wiped away in just a
few months the accumulated savings of
many years.

As jobs are lost and consumer confidence
remains low, state revenues have declined,
and an historic budget shortfall has
stretched into the billions. Thus, like so
many households and businesses across the
Commonwealth, state government needs to
devise new ways to operate and find savings.

E69

This austerity won’t be easy, but it is nec-
essary. The circumstances of our time de-
mand that we reconsider and restore the
proper role of government. Without reform
the continued growth of government threat-
ens our very prosperity.

We must properly fund the core priorities
of government, but—equally important—we
must utilize innovation, privatization, and
consolidations to deliver government serv-
ices more effectively.

And as we enact these reforms we must re-
member this: that government cannot guar-
antee individual outcomes, but equality of
opportunity must be guaranteed for all.

All Virginians must have the same funda-
mental opportunities to work hard, live free
and succeed.

Access to a quality education is the foun-
dation of future opportunity. My Dad
stressed to me as a child that to get a good
job, you need a good education. It was true
then and even more true today.

Virginians are blessed with many great
schools with dedicated, professional teachers
like my sister Nancy in Amherst, who work
tirelessly to mold the minds and character of
the next generation.

To compete in this global economy every
young Virginian must have the opportunity
of a world-class education from pre-school to
college.

A child’s future prospects should be as un-
limited as his intelligence, integrity and
work ethic can take him. No child in Vir-
ginia should have her future determined by
her place of birth or zip code.

We will work with President Obama to ex-
pand high-quality charter schools and insti-
tute performance pay to our great teachers.

More money must go to the classroom and
less into administration, and new opportuni-
ties in science, technology, engineering,
math and healthcare must be created
through our schools and colleges.

And let us recognize that a high school de-
gree is no longer the finish line in a global
economy. We must create affordable new
pathways to earning a college degree and
make a commitment to confer 100,000 addi-
tional degrees over the next 15 years. We
must make our community colleges national
leaders in workforce development and career
training.

These are investments that will pay indi-
vidual and societal dividends for many years
to come.

Barbara Johns was willing to risk every-
thing for the simple opportunity of a good
education. Surely, sixty years later, we can
work together to provide that opportunity to
all Virginia children.

Our Administration will demand excel-
lence, reward performance, provide choices
and celebrate achievement.

God has bestowed upon our Commonwealth
an amazing wealth of natural resources. Vir-
ginians have the intellectual capital to use
these resources to create new jobs, reduce
our energy bills, and make our nation more
energy independent.

We will make Virginia the ‘‘Energy Capital
of the East Coast’” by growing the natural
gas and coal industries, expanding the use of
nuclear power, and promoting new energy
technologies like wind, solar and biomass.

And we will champion environmentally
safe offshore energy exploration and produc-
tion, bringing with it thousands of new jobs,
hundreds of millions in new state revenue
and billions in new investment.

We must also seize the opportunity to im-
prove our transportation system by getting
long overdue projects underway, and uti-
lizing innovative ideas to build the roads,
bridges, rail and ports we need.

A better transportation system will create
new opportunities for Virginians across the
state.
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These are policies focused on addressing
the real problems our people face, and deliv-
ering results.

I've had people tell me they fear that
America may no longer be the land of oppor-
tunity it has always been, and that Vir-
ginia’s history in playing a leading role in
the life of our nation may be just that—his-
tory. I say: They are wrong.

Working together—Republicans, Demo-
crats and Independents alike—Virginia will
continue to blaze the trail of opportunity
and prosperity.

And like the mechanic looking to the own-
er’s manual to troubleshoot the automobile,
we should look to the Founders and their
writings for wisdom.

The Founders’ capstone on the Constitu-
tion is the Bill of Rights. No federal mandate
nor program crafted by either political party
should undermine the central principle of
federalism, enshrined in the birth certificate
of America by those who pledged their lives,
fortunes and sacred honor.

The Founders recognized that the govern-
ment closest to the people governs best.
More often than not, Richmond knows better
about the hopes and dreams of the people
than Washington. And Galax and Fairfax and
Virginia Beach know far better than Rich-
mond.

As we enthusiastically pursue the vision of
“A Commonwealth of Opportunity’’, I ask all
Virginians to continue to seek your own op-
portunities to get involved in the life of our
Commonwealth.

Half a century ago President Kennedy
challenged the American people to ‘“‘ask not
what your country can do for you—ask what
you can do for your country.” Today, I ask
all Virginians to rise up to meet this time-
less challenge.

We live in the most generous nation on
Earth. So many Virginians give sacrificially
of their time, talents and treasure, and
rightly so. The Scriptures say, ‘“To whom
much is given, much will be required.”’

Right now, much is required in the nation
of Haiti. And I urge all Virginians to donate
to the relief efforts underway.

Here in our Commonwealth, I urge busi-
ness owners to look for opportunities to
sponsor a little league team, help a charity,
and promote corporate responsibility in the
communities in which you live and work.

I urge all the leaders of our faith commu-
nities to expand your selfless work of helping
the homeless, feeding the poor, and com-
forting the broken hearted.

I urge the young people of Virginia to use
your talents and energy to fully engage in
the future of this Commonwealth.

I urge Virginians who came here from
other lands to contribute your culture, your
history and your traditions to our rich tap-
estry of life.

I urge every Virginian to take every oppor-
tunity to thank a man or woman in a law en-
forcement or military uniform for the pres-
ervation of our freedoms.

There is so much each one of us can do to
leave this Commonwealth a better place
than we found it.

No government program can substitute for
the incredible good done through voluntary
actions performed freely by caring individ-
uals every day.

And while government can help provide op-
portunities, it is every person’s responsi-
bility to take advantage of them.

In recent weeks I've seen people exercising
that responsibility, and changing lives at:
the Healing Place in Richmond, the Car-
penter’s Shelter in Alexandria, Food Banks
in Abingdon, Norfolk and Richmond, the
Boys and Girls Club in Virginia Beach, the
USO in Norfolk.

As a Commonwealth, we must do the same

. . and we will.
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Standing here today, on the steps of our
State Capitol, in the inspiring shadows of
the shared history behind us, we embrace the
limitless future opportunities stretching out
far before us. . . .

And now it is here, in this place, that we
pledge to work together to create ‘“A Com-
monwealth of Opportunity’ . . . for all Vir-
ginians, and to add our steps to Virginia’s
journey.

It was George Washington who noted, in
his first Inaugural Address, ‘‘The propitious
smiles of Heaven can never be expected to re-
main on a nation that disregards the eternal
rules of order and right which Heaven itself
has ordained.”

It is right to help one another.

It is right to work together to get results
and solve problems.

It is right to provide opportunities for all.

Let us heed the words of the Father of our
Country, employ these eternal rules of order
and right, and get to work for the good of the
people of Virginia.

Thank you and God Bless the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

———

HONORING SEVEN AMERICANS
KILLED IN AFGHANISTAN ON DE-
CEMBER 30, 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the bravery and sacrifice of
the seven CIA officers and contractors who
gave their lives in the line of duty during the
December 30 bombing of a CIA base in
Khost, Afghanistan. | also want to recognize
those Americans who were injured in the blast
and offer my wishes for a full and quick recov-
ery.

As we have all learned by now, a suicide
bomber who was believed to possess informa-
tion critical to counterterrorism operations en-
tered the U.S. forward operating base in
Khost, where he activated explosives that took
the lives of seven Americans, including one of
our nation’s top counterterrorism experts. Six
other Americans standing nearby were injured
in the explosion.

The men and women of our intelligence
community work behind a veil of secrecy, yet
as this tragic incident reminds us, they are still
exposed to the dangers that come from the
difficult and often thankless job of protecting
our country. Unlike our soldiers in uniform,
these public servants must keep their many
victories secret, while their rare failures and
raw grief make headlines. My thoughts and
prayers are with the families of these brave
men and women. They, and all the other patri-
ots who serve so honorably in our intelligence
community, have my unending gratitude and
my unwavering support. | will continue to do
everything in my power to ensure that they
have the tools, resources and encouragement
they need to keep America safe.
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THE FEHBP PRESCRIPTION DRUG
INTEGRITY, TRANSPARENCY,
AND COST SAVINGS ACT

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | don't have
to remind you that much of the public policy
debate in this country has largely focused on
healthcare reform and on how best to tackle
rising costs, while ensuring access and quality
at the same time. These calls for change in
the healthcare policy arena have also been
coupled with demands for a more fiscally re-
sponsible federal government.

Many policymakers look to the FEHBP as a
model for providing health care. That's why it's
important to ensure the program is providing
the best benefits and at the best price for sub-
scribers. Having conducted a Subcommittee
on Federal Workforce, Postal Service and the
District of Columbia hearing in June, a Sep-
tember policy forum with key stakeholders,
and months of additional research and col-
laboration, | have discovered that when it
comes to prescription drugs, our federal em-
ployees and retirees are not receiving the best
benefit at the best price. Considering that pre-
scription drug costs comprise nearly 30% of
the FEHBP’s premiums, it is imperative that
we do everything in our power to ensure that
federal employees and the taxpayer are get-
ting the best value for their dollar.

In short, the FEHBP health plans contract
with Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) to
price and to provide the pharmacy benefit to
FEHBP members. In contrast with other fed-
eral health programs, the FEHBP does not
regulate or negotiate drug pricing for its mem-
bers. Instead it relies on competition among
the various carriers and PBMs to keep prices
low. However, as we recently affirmed, prices
are not low! In fact, when comparing FEHBP
drug prices to those of other federal programs,
such as the Veterans Administration, the De-
partment of Defense, Medicare, Medicaid and
the Public Health Service’s 340B Program, the
FEHBP is paying substantially more for its
drugs. Even more alarming is that some re-
search actually shows that Costco and drug-
store.com offer their employees better prices
for drugs than the FEHBP does for federal
workers and retirees. In these economically
challenging times, it is unacceptable to ask
federal employees and the American taxpayer
to put up with such an irregularity. If the
FEHBP wants to remain a model for providing
health benefits, legislative changes that allow
for alternative prescription drug benefit con-
tracting and pricing are in order.

For this reason, | am proud to be intro-
ducing legislation today that will afford the Of-
fice of Personnel Management (OPM) greater
oversight authority in the contracting and pric-
ing of the FEHBP prescription drug benefit. Ti-
tled “The FEHBP Prescription Drug Integrity,
Transparency, and Cost Savings Act”, this bill
will prohibit certain ownership relationships; re-
quire Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) to
return 99% of all monies received from manu-
facturers for FEHBP business; cap prices paid
by the health plan to the Average Manufacture
Price (AMP); restrict drug switching by PBMs;
and require enhanced transparency and dis-
closure of all contract terms and related infor-
mation. These requirements intend to not only
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