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the largest Aid-to-Navigation Team in the At-
lantic Area as the Officer-in-Charge. In 1980, 
he was again promoted to Chief Warrant Offi-
cer as the Commanding Officer of the Aid-to- 
Navigation Team for the Long Island Sound 
where he worked to ensure the safety of all 
nautical vessels by maintaining the integrity of 
the Long Island Sound’s navigation systems. 

Captain O’Brien received his commission as 
Lieutenant in 1983. In 1999, he was assigned 
to the Marine Safety Office in Memphis, Ten-
nessee as the Commanding Officer. He left for 
Washington, DC in 2002 to serve as the Coast 
Guard Liaison to the Navy’s Military Sealift 
Command where he performed a dual role as 
direct representative of the NMSC and staff 
member of G–MOC. In 2003, he was pro-
moted to Captain and assumed command of 
the Marine Safety Office in Hampton Roads 
before becoming commander of the Sector 
Hampton Roads in 2005. On June 15, 2006, 
Captain O’Brien became Commander of Sec-
tor New York making him responsible for mis-
sions such as search and rescue, law enforce-
ment, maintenance of Aids-to-Navigation, and 
ship inspections. Most importantly, he worked 
each and every day to ensure the safety and 
security of the port and citizens of New York. 

Throughout his career, Captain O’Brien has 
diligently upheld his commitment to the Coast 
Guardsman’s Creed. He is the recipient of 
multiple Meritorious Service Medals, Coast 
Guard Commendation Medals, and Coast 
Guard Commandant’s Letter of Commendation 
Ribbons. He also holds the Coast Guard 
Cutterman, Surfman, and Coxswain pins as 
well as the Officer-in-Charge Afloat, Officer-in- 
Charge Ashore, and Command Ashore insig-
nias. 

For 40 years, his leadership and commit-
ment to the Coast Guard have helped to pre-
serve the safety of our Nation’s shores. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in thanking and congratulating Captain 
O’Brien on his long and venerable service in 
the United States Coast Guard. 
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ON THE OCCASION OF SERGEANT 
JENNIFER EVITTS’ TRANSFER 
FROM THE UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS LIAISON OFFICE 

HON. GENE TAYLOR 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2010 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today I rec-
ognize and pay tribute to Sergeant Jennifer 
Evitts, United States Marine Corps, on the oc-
casion of her transfer from the liaison office. I, 
and many other members of this chamber, 
have had the pleasure of working with her 
over the past three years that she has served 
as part of Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps 
Office of Legislative Affairs and as the Con-
gressional Liaison Non-Commissioned Officer 
of the U.S.M.C. Liaison Office in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Sergeant Evitts distinguished herself 
through exceptional meritorious service while 
serving as the Non-Commissioned Officer of 
Legislative Affairs. Every day she served in di-
rect support of not only the Marine Corps Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs but in direct support 
of every member of Congress, every Marine 
and every American. Her keen abilities in or-

ganization, interpersonal relationships, and 
communication were extremely critical to the 
successful accomplishment of the Marine 
Corps Office of Legislative Affairs’ mission. 
Her achievements and ability to get the job 
done have been understated but always effec-
tive and noteworthy. While serving in the Liai-
son office, Sergeant Evitts was able to de-
velop and execute legislative strategy for the 
United States Marine Corps that was instru-
mental in creating a fiscal and policy land-
scape conducive to training and equipping the 
Nation’s most elite fighting force, ensuring 
their success on the battlefield. She routinely 
turned broad guidance into action which ener-
gized the Office of Legislative Affairs and 
members of Congress alike. Her actions al-
lowed the Marine Corps to engage members 
of Congress and their staffs, directly facilitating 
the increased emphasis on improving Con-
gressional relationships—a cornerstone of 
CMC’s strategic vision. 

The Marine Corps House of Representa-
tives Liaison Office that Sergeant Evitts leaves 
behind is functional and responsive, highly in-
tegrated, and favors a proactive legislative 
strategy. While leading the House Liaison Of-
fice through the extraordinary challenges as-
sociated with Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and the ongoing 
Global War on Terror, she concurrently en-
sured that a myriad of daily Congressional 
communications, taskings and events were ex-
ecuted flawlessly. During Sgt. Evitt’s four 
years as the Non-Commissioned Officer, she 
accomplished the full spectrum of the Marine 
Corps’ legislative mission. She exemplified the 
candor and knowledge that we have come to 
expect from the Marine Corps and she played 
a key role in maintaining superb relationships 
between the Marine Corps and the House of 
Representatives. 

Throughout her tour, Sgt. Evitts effectively 
responded to several thousand congressional 
inquires, many of which gained national level 
attention. During her time on Capitol Hill, Sgt. 
Evitts successfully planned, coordinated and 
escorted over 50 international and domestic 
Congressional and Staff Delegations. Her de-
tailed coordination with foreign government of-
ficials, U.S. State Department, and senior mili-
tary officials ensured that each delegation was 
conducted professionally. Her attention to de-
tail and anticipation of requirements allowed 
Representatives to focus on fact-finding and 
gleaning new insights that informed critical de-
cisions to support the people of the United 
States. Due to her professionalism, dedication 
and keen knowledge, Sgt. Evitts became the 
most sought after military escort for delega-
tions conducting Congressional travel. The 
time she has spent supporting Members of the 
House has been truly noteworthy. She has 
made lasting contributions to the House of 
Representatives. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF REV. BEN-
JAMIN LAWSON HOOKS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to support H. Res. 1271 ‘‘Honoring the 

life and achievements of Dr. Benjamin Lawson 
Hooks’’ introduced by my distinguished col-
league from Michigan, Representative CON-
YERS. 

Dr. Benjamin Lawson Hooks was a civil 
rights leader and served as the Executive Di-
rector of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) from 
1977 to 1992. Dr. Hooks graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree from Howard University, a 
juris doctor degree from DePaul University 
College of Law, and received an honorary 
doctorate from Central Connecticut State Uni-
versity. He held professional memberships 
with the American Bar Association, National 
Bar Association, Tennessee Bar Association, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
the Tennessee Council on Human Relations, 
and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. After pass-
ing the Tennessee Bar, he established his 
own law practice. 

Dr. Hooks served as a distinguished adjunct 
professor for the Political Science Department 
at the University of Memphis. In 1996, the 
Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for Social Change 
was established at the University of Memphis. 
The Benjamin L. Hooks Institute is a public 
policy research center supporting the urban 
research mission, and honoring Hooks’ many 
years of leadership in the American Civil 
Rights Movement. The Hooks Institute also 
emphasizes social movements, race relations, 
strong communities, public education, effective 
public participation, and social and economic 
justice. 

Dr. Hooks was ordained as a Baptist min-
ister in 1956, and he preached regularly at the 
Greater Middle Baptist Church in Memphis. He 
joined the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference along with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Dr. Hooks became a pioneer of NAACP-spon-
sored restaurant sit-ins and other boycotts of 
consumer items and services. 

In 1965, Dr. Hooks was appointed by Gov-
ernor Frank G. Clement as the first African 
American criminal court judge in the Shelby 
Criminal Court. In 1966, he would later cam-
paign for and win a full term to the same judi-
cial office that he had been appointed to due 
to a vacancy. In 1972, President Richard 
Nixon appointed Dr. Hooks to be one of the 
five commissioners to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, FCC. As a member, he 
addressed the lack of minority ownership of 
television and radio stations, the minority em-
ployment statistics for the broadcasting indus-
try, and the image of African Americans in 
mass media. Dr. Hooks served as a producer 
and host for several local television shows in 
Memphis. 

Dr. Hooks’ honors and awards include the 
NAACP Spingarn Medal for outstanding 
achievements made by an African American, 
receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
from President George W. Bush in November 
of 2007, and he was inducted into the Inter-
national Civil Rights Hall of Fame at the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site 
on January 12, 2008. The Memphis Library 
Branch is also named in his honor. The 
NAACP later created the Benjamin L. Hooks 
Distinguished Service Award, which is award-
ed to persons for their efforts in implementing 
policies and programs which promote equal 
opportunity. 

So it is with great pride and admiration that 
we honor Dr. Benjamin Lawson Hooks as a 
great civil rights leader, and as a successful 
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businessman, judge, lawyer, and minister. He 
has fought triumphantly for the rights of Afri-
can Americans and made great contributions 
to the African American community. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 27, 2010 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
APRIL 28 

10 a.m. 
Appropriations 
Energy and Water Development Sub-

committee 
To hold hearings to examine a national 

assessment of energy policies, focusing 
on significant achievements since the 
1970s and an examination of U.S. en-
ergy policies and goals in the coming 
decades. 

SD–124 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Joshua Gotbaum, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be Director of the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
and Eduardo M. Ochoa, of California, to 
be Assistant Secretary of Education for 
Postsecondary Education. 

SD–430 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
Business meeting to consider an original 

bill entitled, ‘‘Fire Grants Reauthor-
ization Act of 2010’’, S. 2782, to provide 
personal jurisdiction in causes of ac-
tion against contractors of the United 
States performing contracts abroad 
with respect to members of the Armed 
Forces, civilian employees of the 
United States, and United States cit-
izen employees of companies per-
forming work for the United States in 
connection with contractor activities, 
S. 3167, to amend title 13 of the United 
States Code to provide for a 5-year 
term of office for the Director of the 
Census and to provide for authority 
and duties of the Director and Deputy 
Director of the Census, S. 3249, to 
amend the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act 
to reauthorize the predisaster hazard 
mitigation program and for other pur-
poses, S. 3196, to amend the Presi-
dential Transition Act of 1963 to pro-
vide that certain transition services 

shall be available to eligible candidates 
before the general election, H.R. 1454, 
to provide for the issuance of a Multi-
national Species Conservation Funds 
Semipostal Stamp, H.R. 1345, to amend 
title 5, United States Code, to elimi-
nate the discriminatory treatment of 
the District of Columbia under the pro-
visions of law commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘Hatch Act’’, H.R. 2092, to amend 
the National Children’s Island Act of 
1995 to expand allowable uses for King-
man and Heritage Islands by the Dis-
trict of Columbia, S. 3066, to correct 
the application of the Non-Foreign 
Area Retirement Equity Assurance Act 
of 2009 (5 U.S.C. 5304 note) to employees 
paid saved or retained rates, H.R. 3978, 
to amend the Implementing Rec-
ommendations of the 9 11 Commission 
Act of 2007 to authorize the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to accept and 
use gifts for otherwise authorized ac-
tivities of the Center for Domestic Pre-
paredness that are related to prepared-
ness for and response to terrorism, S. 
Res. 481, expressing the sense of the 
Senate that public servants should be 
commended for their dedication and 
continued public service to the Nation 
during Public Service Recognition 
Week, May 3 through 9, 2010, S. 3200, to 
designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 23 
Genesee Street in Hornell, New York, 
as the ‘‘Zachary Smith Post Office 
Building’’, S. 3012 and H.R. 4425, bills to 
designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 2– 
116th Street in North Troy, New York, 
as the ‘‘Martin G. ’Marty’ Mahar Post 
Office’’, H.R. 4214, to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 45300 Portola Avenue in 
Palm Desert, California, as the ‘‘Roy 
Wilson Post Office’’, S. 2945 and H.R. 
3250, bills to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1210 West Main Street in 
Riverhead, New York, as the ‘‘Private 
First Class Garfield M. Langhorn Post 
Office Building’’, H.R. 3634, to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 109 Main 
Street in Swifton, Arkansas, as the 
‘‘George Kell Post Office’’, H.R. 4624, to 
designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 125 
Kerr Avenue in Rome City, Indiana, as 
the ‘‘SPC Nicholas Scott Hartge Post 
Office’’, S. 3013 and H.R. 4628, bills to 
designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 216 
Westwood Avenue in Westwood, New 
Jersey, as the ‘‘Sergeant Christopher 
R. Hrbek Post Office Building’’, and 
the nominations of Todd E. Edelman, 
Milton C. Lee, Jr., and Judith Anne 
Smith, all to be an Associate Judge of 
the Superior Court of the District of 
Columbia, Dana Katherine Bilyeu, of 
Nevada, and Michael D. Kennedy, of 
Georgia, both to be a Member of Fed-
eral Retirement Thrift Investment 
Board, and Dennis P. Walsh, of Mary-
land, to be Chairman of the Special 
Panel on Appeals, and any pending cal-
endar business. 

SD–342 
Armed Services 
Personnel Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine military 
compensation and benefits, including 
special and incentive pays, in review of 
the Defense Authorization request for 
fiscal year 2011 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SR–222 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Surface Transportation and Merchant Ma-

rine Subcommittee 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

motor carrier safety efforts. 
SR–253 

1 p.m. 
Conferees 

Meeting of conferees on H.R. 2194, to 
amend the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 to 
enhance United States diplomatic ef-
forts with respect to Iran by expanding 
economic sanctions against Iran. 

SVC–210/212 
2 p.m. 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
To resume hearings to examine Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA) reauthorization, focusing on 
standards and assessments. 

SD–430 
2:30 p.m. 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs 

Contracting Oversight Subcommittee 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

contract management at the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

SD–342 
Appropriations 
Financial Services and General Govern-

ment Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget estimates for 
fiscal year 2011 for the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission and for the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 

SD–138 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Robert Neil Chatigny, of Con-
necticut, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Second Circuit, and John 
A. Gibney, Jr., to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of 
Virginia. 

SD–226 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Public Lands and Forests Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 1241, to 
amend Public Law 106–206 to direct the 
Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to require annual 
permits and assess annual fees for com-
mercial filming activities on Federal 
land for film crews of 5 persons or 
fewer, S. 1571 and H.R. 1043, bills to pro-
vide for a land exchange involving cer-
tain National Forest System lands in 
the Mendocino National Forest in the 
State of California, S. 2762, to des-
ignate certain lands in San Miguel, 
Ouray, and San Juan Counties, Colo-
rado, as wilderness, S. 3075, to with-
draw certain Federal land and interests 
in that land from location, entry, and 
patent under the mining laws and dis-
position under the mineral and geo-
thermal leasing laws, S. 3185, to require 
the Secretary of the Interior to convey 
certain Federal land to Elko County, 
Nevada, and to take land into trust for 
the Te-moak Tribe of Western Sho-
shone Indians of Nevada, and H.R. 86, 
to eliminate an unused lighthouse res-
ervation, provide management consist-
ency by incorporating the rocks and 
small islands along the coast of Orange 
County, California, into the California 
Coastal National Monument managed 
by the Bureau of Land Management, 
and meet the original Congressional in-
tent of preserving Orange County’s 
rocks and small islands. 

SD–366 
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