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Army Commendation Medal and also received
the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the National
Defense Service Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Medal, an Army Service Ribbon, an
Overseas Service Ribbon, and the NATO
Medal with an International Security Assist-
ance Force bar. We will remember SPC Ran-
dall Landstedt for his honor and dedication,
and we must never forget the service and sac-
rifices of the sons and daughters of our great
country.
——

HONORING ISRAELI
INDEPENDENCE DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 62nd anniversary of the establish-
ment of the modern State of Israel.

After the horrible actions of the Holocaust,
Israel was established as an independent na-
tion. She has since advanced into a success-
ful, democratic, and thriving nation.

Since her inception 62 years ago, Israel
continues to be a friend and a strong ally to
the United States. | stand here with my col-
leagues and reaffirm this bond of solidarity
and cooperation between the United States
and Israel.

As Iran gets closer to nuclear capability,
threatening our collective security, we must
stand together in accord, now more than ever.

We support Israel and commend the
progress made as she continues to work to-
wards peace with her Arab neighbors.

| also commend all our Jewish friends in the
United States whose tireless efforts contribute
to American and Israeli achievement.

| urge my colleagues to support and reaffirm
our unwavering friendship with the Israeli peo-
ple, and congratulate Israel on this memorable
occasion.

————

THE CONGRESSIONAL YOUTH AD-
VISORY COUNCIL: A LEGACY OF
SERVICE

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 26, 2010

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | ask my fellow colleagues to join me
in congratulating the 2009-2010 Congres-
sional Youth Advisory Council. This year 45
students from public, private, and home
schools in grades 9 through 12 made their
voices heard and made a difference in their
communities, their country and their Congress.
These students volunteered their time, effort,
and talent to inform me about the important
issues facing their generation. As young lead-
ers within their communities and their schools,
these students boldly represent the promise
and the hope we all have for their very bright
future.

President Ronald Reagan said, “Freedom is
never more than one generation away from
extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, pro-
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tected, and handed on for them to do the
same, or one day we will spend our sunset
years telling our children and our children’s
children what it was once like in the United
States where men were free.”

To ensure that the blessing of freedom is
passed from one generation to the next, the
members of the CYAC spent time interviewing
a veteran and documenting the experience for
the “Preserving History Project.” Today I'm
proud to submit the brief summaries provided
so the patriotic service of our dedicated vet-
erans and the thoughtful work of the CYAC
may be preserved for antiquity in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. A copy of each sub-
mitted student summary follows.

To each member of the Congressional
Youth Advisory Council, thank you for making
this year and this group a success. It is not a
coincidence that this congressional tribute
celebrates two generations of service. Each of
you is trusted with the precious gift of free-
dom.

You are the voices of the future and | salute
you. God bless you and God bless America.

The summary follows:

I had the honor to sit down with Sergeant
Goins, a member of the United States Army,
in his Plano West classroom to learn about
his intriguing assignments overseas. Chad
Goins is currently a teacher at Plano West
Senior High School where he instructs stu-
dents in Introduction to Criminal Justice
and Criminal Investigation classes. Just
under two years ago, in June 2008, Sgt. Goins
left to endure an eight month training fol-
lowed by ten months at Bagram Airfield in If
Afghanistan. His many awards and achieve-
ments clearly demonstrate the integrity and
valor with which he has served his country,
such as the Afghanistan Campaign Medal,
and the Combat Action Badge. Due to the
nature of Sgt. Goins’ duties of Military In-
telligence, he was unable to discuss many of
the specifics. However, because he saw a lot
of the local population, he discussed with me
just why the war in Afghanistan is so dif-
ficult to fight. From this experience, I am
now better able to understand the war in Af-
ghanistan and the reason to why it is such a
non-traditional war. The religious and cul-
tural differences and the thousands of famil-
ial tribes in Afghanistan make continuity
nearly impossible with Americans to Af-
ghans, and even Afghans to Afghans. Thank
you, Sergeant Goins and all other members
of the U.S. Military for everything you do to
protect our country. For it is because of you
that we can live the life we do. I am thankful
to add, Sergeant Goins’ duty ended on
Thanksgiving Day of 2009, and he returned
home shortly after, injury free.—Laura
Schuller.

RICHARD C. SCHAEFFER, JR.

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 26, 2010

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Mr. Richard
Schaeffer, Jr., for a distinguished 40-year ca-
reer with the Federal Government.

A graduate from Catholic University of
America, Schaeffer holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Electrical Engineering. His
participation in the Intelligence Fellows Pro-
gram, National Senior Cryptologic Course, and
Executive Development Seminar provided a
sound base for his future achievements.
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As one of the National Security Agency’s
(NSA) highest ranking senior leaders, the In-
formation Assurance Director, Schaeffer is re-
sponsible for the availability of products, serv-
ices, technology and standards for protecting
our nation’s critical information systems from
adversaries in cyberspace. Prior to holding the
position of one of the nation’s leading defend-
ers against cyber attacks, Schaeffer was Chief
of the National Security Operations Center,
which manages the U.S. Cryptological Sys-
tem, serving as the command-and-control cen-
ter for crisis response. His other major assign-
ments have included Information Assurance
Deputy Director, NSA Deputy Chief of Staff,
and Director, Infrastructure and Information
Assurance. Prior to his work with NSA,
Schaeffer served in the United States Marine
Corps, including two tours in Vietnam.

For his renowned work with the Federal
Government, Schaeffer earned numerous
awards including Armed Forces Communica-
tions and Electronic Association Meritorious
Service Award; the Presidential Rank Award;
Secretary of Defense Medal for Meritorious Ci-
vilian Service; and Secretary of Defense Pro-
ductivity Excellence Award, among many oth-
ers.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Mr. Richard Schaeffer, Jr., and
his illustrious career with the Federal Govern-
ment. His leadership and loyalty has protected
this nation for over 40 years. His dedication to
the United States is highly commendable.

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF VOLUNTEERISM

SPEECH OF

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today as a cosponsor of H. Res. 1276, which
commemorates the first anniversary of the
Serve America Act. For the last year, the
Serve America Act has been promoting serv-
ice to help meet national challenges, expand
opportunities to serve, and support social in-
novation. The Serve America Act is a historic
milestone for national service, but signing the
bill is just the beginning—we need every
American to rise to this national call to service.

| thank Chairman MILLER for his leadership
in bringing this bill to the floor. | also thank
him for sponsoring this legislation and taking
the time to chronicle the crucial achievements
of the Serve America Act.

Mr. Speaker, last year President Obama
signed into law the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act, the most sweeping expansion
and strengthening of national service in a gen-
eration. The strong bipartisan support for this
legislation was a testament to the proven im-
pact of national service and the widespread
recognition that service is a solution to tough
challenges. There is strong momentum for cit-
izen service—volunteering increased last year
to the highest level since 2003, AmeriCorps
applications continue to increase on a yearly
basis, and the service field is experiencing a
wave of new innovation and collaboration. In
California, last year 230,000 individuals of all
ages and backgrounds helped meet local
needs, strengthen communities, and increase
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civic engagement through 366 projects state-
wide. This year, the Corporation for National
and Community Service, the organization im-
plementing the Serve America Act, will commit
over $75 million to support California commu-
nities through national service initiatives.

The Serve America Act has empowered in-
dividuals, nonprofits, state governments, and
local communities to address our nation’s
most pressing challenges through service. The
significant progress already made since the
passing of this legislation, and the attitude of
selflessness that it has promoted make it en-
tirely fitting that we take this time to honor and
commemorate the first anniversary of the
Serve America Act. Thanks to the leadership
of the President, the bipartisan support of
Congress, new authorities under the Serve
America Act, historic funding for programs,
and a growing consensus that service is a so-
lution, we stand at the dawn of a new era of
service in America.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting H. Res. 1276.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF

THE 100TH BATTALION, 442ND
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
AND THE MILITARY INTEL-

LIGENCE SERVICE

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 26, 2010

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the brave individuals who
served in the Military Intelligence Service and
the Army’s 100th Battalion, 442nd Regimental
Combat Team (RCT)—the most decorated
unit for its size and length of service in the
history of the U.S. military. These patriotic
Americans, many of whom came from Placer
County, California, served at a time when
many of their families were interned in camps
far from their homes.

| am proud that the people of Placer County
have partnered with the Japanese American
Citizens League to create a permanent memo-
rial commemorating the Americans of Japa-
nese ancestry who served in the U.S. military
during World War 1l. The memorial includes a
36-foot compass laid in concrete to symbolize
the journey of the 442nd RCT located on Go
For Broke Road, which is named in honor of
the unit’s motto.

As our community moves into the second
phase of this project, | congratulate everyone
involved and thank them for their ongoing ef-
forts to honor those individuals who risked and
sacrificed so much in defense of our great Na-
tion and the ideals for which we stand.

HONORING MR. PURVIS YOUNG

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 26, 2010
Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to the late Mr. Purvis Young,
one of South Florida’s most storied artists. He

transformed a troubled life with brush strokes,
painting the joys and sorrows of his people on
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objects discarded in his Overtown neighbor-
hood. Because of his great talent, he received
international recognition.

Born February 2, 1943 in Miami’s Liberty
City to Vera Mae Wright, Mr. Young learned
the art of drawing as a young boy watching
his maternal Uncle Irving who was a figurative
artist. He picked up his first paintbrush at the
age of 20. Mr. Young attended school up to
the 8th grade during which time he swam at
Dixie Park (now called Gibson Park) and he
was invited to paint a mural on the Overtown
Library, adjacent to the pool. With the guid-
ance of two of Miami-Dade Public Library Sys-
tem’s finest, Barbara Young (Librarian Curator
of the Permanent Collection, Art Services and
Exhibitions Programs) and Margarita Cano
(Administrator of Community Relations), Mr.
Young buried himself amongst the books, hun-
gry for knowledge that could explain the world
to him.

For the first 50 years of his life, Mr. Young
remained within the county lines of Miami. It
was not until his 6th decade that he traveled
to other states and cities and learned that he
was famous, a fact he missed while art deal-
ers encouraged him to seclude himself in his
studio. A self-taught artist, Mr. Young enjoyed
telling the story of how he turned his life
around in the mid-1960s by painting vibrant
murals and conceptualizing mixed-media ex-
pressionist works. He said he found his calling
after serving a prison term for breaking and
entering when an angel told him, “This is not
your life.”

Mr. Young completed most of his work at
night and created exquisite, thoughtful art from
garbage he plucked off the streets of
Overtown. Environmentally conscious and un-
willing to contribute to further deforestation,
Mr. Young’s “canvases” were made of recy-
cled products including found wood, discarded
library books, old political posters, used fur-
niture and various surplus items from con-
struction sites. He painted with latex, acrylic,
enamel, and combinations of new paint blend-
ed with old paint that he had for 25 years or
more. His work was famous for intensely col-
ored urban landscapes, drawings and mixed-
media constructions.

Today, Mr. Young’s work is in more than 60
public collections and numerous private
ones—in 2006 alone he had six exhibitions.
His work hangs in The Bass Museum of Art
(Miami); American Folk Art Museum (New
York); The Corcoran Gallery of Art (Wash-
ington, D.C.); High Museum of Art (Atlanta):
Lowe Art Museum (University of Miami); Mu-
seum of Fine Arts (Houston); New Orleans
Museum of Art; Philadelphia Museum of Art;
the Smithsonian American Art Museum among
many. On December 24, 2006, the Sun-Senti-
nel's Emma Trelles named the Boca Raton
Museum of Art’s Purvis Young exhibition #1 in
the art category for the year in South Florida.
Several of his works are part of the permanent
collection of the Smithsonian American Art
Museum.

“Purvis was one of the great geniuses of
American art, a remarkable figure,” said Jac-
quelyn  Serwer, chief curator of the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of African
American History and Culture, which breaks
ground in 2012. “He wasn’t particularly nur-
tured, yet was driven to do this work. He was
just one of those people who was born with
this extraordinary vision and stayed true to it,
producing work that had a kind of mythical
quality to it.”
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Mr. Young is survived by his long-time com-
panion, Eddie Mae Lovest, four daughters,
Kenyatta, Kentranice, Taketha and Elisha, and
13 grandchildren. In addition, he is survived by
two sisters, Betty Rodriguez and Shirley Byrd,
and a brother, Irvin Byrd.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and all the
members of this esteemed legislative body to
join me in recognizing the extraordinary life
and accomplishments of Dr. Purvis Young. |
am honored to pay tribute to Mr. Young for his
invaluable services and tireless dedication to
the South Florida arts community. Mr. Young'’s
life was a triumph and he will be missed by all
who knew him. | appreciate this opportunity to
pay tribute to him before the United States
House of Representatives.

——————

CAREGIVERS AND VETERANS
OMNIBUS HEALTH SERVICES ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of S. 1963, the “Caregivers
and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of
2009,” which will finally give our brave men
and women in uniform the benefits they de-
serve and provide their families and caregivers
with the support that they need. Too many of
our veterans return home—many of them
wounded or disabled—after risking their lives
on our behalf and do not receive adequate
health care or benefits. Too many families fall
into debt as they assume the responsibility of
caring for a loved one who has returned from
Iraq or Afghanistan. This bill will right these in-
justices.

| thank Chairman FILNER for his leadership
in bringing this bill to the floor. | also thank the
sponsor of this legislation, Senator AKAKA, for
working hard to ensure that our Nation’s dedi-
cation to its veterans matches their selfless
devotion to this country.

Mr. Speaker, representing a district that is
home to over 24,000 veterans and the VA
Medical Center of Long Beach, | understand
the work that must be done to uphold our Na-
tion’s obligation to its veterans. Unfortunately,
for years the health care services provided for
our Nation’s veterans have been inadequate.
Veterans’ families have been especially over-
burdened by this failure. When wounded or
disabled veterans return home from overseas,
family members often become their primary
caregivers. However willing these individuals
may be to care for their loved one, the truth
is that family members often lack the re-
sources or skills needed to provide the care
that our veterans deserve. S. 1963 will provide
training and financial assistance to family
caregivers, so that veterans’ families can af-
ford to provide them with quality care.

In addition, S. 1963 will improve health care
for female veterans. For too long, female vet-
erans have lacked access to comprehensive
health care. We cannot stand for this kind of
discrimination. S. 1963 will break down this
barrier and give female veterans access to
health professionals specializing in the specific
health care needs of women. Among many
other things, the bill will provide counseling
and care to female veterans suffering from
sexual trauma.
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