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HONORING TEDDY PENDERGRASS
(1950-2010)

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, Teddy
Pendergrass lived many remarkable lives—a
life of song, rich and sensuous, a life of deter-
mination to overcome a difficult childhood in
North Philadelphia, and finally a life of perse-
verance and triumph against the greatest odds
imaginable.

When Teddy Pendergrass, at the too-young
age of 59, died January 13 in a hospital sev-
eral miles from where he grew up in North
Philadelphia, the tributes flowed from across
the nation and the world. But they weren'’t
nostalgic reminisces for a faded star whose
career might have been cut short by a para-
lyzing automobile accident. The praise and ad-
miration were present-tense, for a man who—
by guts and willpower— kept performing, kept
filling concert halls, stayed vibrant on the
playlists and wherever music is enjoyed.

Even more, Teddy Pendergrass was a man
of character and example. He grew in stature
with the passage of years. He endured the
hard solitary work of rehab so that he could
return to the limelight—in a wheelchair, but
ever-soulful. The tragedy of March 18, 1982
did not render Teddy bitter or consumed with
self-pity. He emphatically made it clear that
“there is life after paralysis”.

Offstage, Teddy Pendergrass worked to in-
spire and encourage others. He established
the Teddy Pendergrass Alliance to raise
money for other victims of spinal cord injuries.
He partnered with the National Spinal Cord
Association. He inspired young artists—and
youth people with severed spinal cords.

Theodore DeReese Pendergrass, born
March 26, 1950, had a strong and special re-
lationship with his mother Ida Burgess
Pendergrass—and with the gift of music that
she nurtured. Ida would stand young Teddy, at
the age of two, on a chair in church and he
would sing praises to the Lord. At age ten he
was licensed to the Gospel Ministry. Soon he
was playing the drums for various local groups
including The Cadillacs. It was while drum-
ming for Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes
that his vocal gift was discovered.

In 1972, he signed to Gamble & Huff's
Philadelphia International Records label.
“Teddy Bear” was smoldering hot—in his re-
cordings, on stage, everywhere he went. He
recorded 10 platinum (million-selling) albums
in a row for Gamble and Huff at Philadelphia
International Records. No one who heard
them will ever forget hits like “Love TKO”,
“Turn Off the Lights,” “Feel The Fire.” And of
course, “If You Don’'t Know Me By Now.” His
“‘women only” concerts are legendary.

A year after his accident Teddy
Pendergrass returned to recording, memorably
in a 1984 duet with Whitney Houston, titled
“Hold Me.” He rolled that wheelchair onstage
at JFK Stadium to perform at the unforgettable
“Live Aid” charity concert. He produced a
1998 autobiography, undertook a 2002-2003
concert tour, and all the while serving as an
inspiration to many young artists. The mile-
stone of his life was “Teddy 25—A Celebra-
tion of Life, Hope and Possibilities” at Phila-
delphia’s Academy of Music. It was a fund
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raiser for his Alliance, and it marked 25 years
since the accident.

Then, at last, came retirement. This past
year, Teddy Pendergrass faced a battle with
colon cancer that his great heart and courage
could not overcome.

Teddy Pendergrass loved life and would
light up any room with his million dollar smile.
He loved his family and held them close to his
heart. This love was evidenced in the way that
he encouraged family and friends to share pri-
vate moments with him. He and his wife Joan
enjoyed spending every possible moment to-
gether; laughter was a tremendous part of
their life. Their love for each other was or-
dained by God and they became one in mar-
riage. Teddy returned to the Lord Jesus Christ
and together they joined the Enon Tabernacle
Baptist Church.

Teddy leaves to cherish his memory, his
loving wife, Joan Pendergrass, his devoted
mother, Ida Pendergrass, his children, Teddy
Il (daughter-in-law, Felicia), Tishia (son-in-law,
Cedric) and LaDonna; stepdaughters Sherilla
Lestrade and Jessica Avila; grandchildren,
Montaurius Drane, Desaray Drane, Teddy
Pendergrass Ill, Alana Nida Sky Pendergrass,
Jasmine Lestrade, Gabriel Gomes and Jere-
miah Sanford. In addition to his immediate
family, Teddy will be dearly missed by his
godchildren, family and friends; especially, his
cousins, Jerry and Francina Pendergrass,
George Mouzon, Pee Wee Mosley and
Neverland Dent; his special family; Joyce
Canderlero, Edwin Dereese Canderlero, Anto-
nio Canderlero, Keya Perinchief, Kylid
Perinchief, Lori Edmonds, Paya Williams,
“second Mom” Louise Hollerway, his man-
ager's Danny Markus, Shep Gordon and Allan
Strahi and longtime friend, Henry Evans.

It is as Enon Tabernacle, one of Philadel-
phia’s great churches, that a Celebration of
Life will be conducted on Saturday, January
23, at 10 a.m. Teddy Pendergrass lived a life
worthy of celebration at every level. His music
lives on. His spirit lives on. His fierce deter-
mination and zest for life endures. This is how
we know him, by now.

————

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY CURTIS
CEPHAS FOR RECEIVING THE
MEDAL OF VALOR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Deputy Curtis Cephas
of the Escambia County Sheriff's Department
upon receiving the Medal of Valor, the depart-
ment’s highest honor. Deputy Cephas risked
his life in service to the community, and | am
proud to recognize his selfless act of heroism.

On July 3, 2009, while off-duty, Deputy
Cephas was informed by a local citizen that a
nearby house was on fire. Deputy Cephas ran
to the house, noticed smoke pouring from in-
side, and began searching the home to deter-
mine if anyone was inside. After discovering
that the home’s occupant was inside and un-
able to escape the fire, Deputy Cephas pro-
ceeded to enter the burning house and found
the resident inside and immobile. He suc-
ceeded in pulling the man outside and safely
away from the fire.
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For his courage and bravery at extreme risk
to his own life, Deputy Cephas is being award-
ed the Medal of Valor, the highest award of
the Escambia County Sheriff's Department.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am privileged to recognize
Deputy Curtis Cephas for going above and be-
yond the call of duty. He is a hero to the com-
munity and a true public servant. My wife Vicki
and | wish Deputy Cephas and his family all
the best for the future.

————

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JOSEPH A.
IANNITTI—-SCOTTSDALE HEALTH-
CARE’S “SALUTE TO MILITARY”
HONOREE

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a member of the Armed Forces
from my home state of Arizona. Each month,
Scottsdale Healthcare recognizes service
members who perform diligent service to our
country. Scottsdale Healthcare has recognized
Captain Joseph A. lannitti for the month of
January.

| commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying
tribute to such an exceptional service member
for his bravery and service to our country.

Captain Joseph A. lannitti is the son of
Susan lannitti who has worked for Scottsdale
Healthcare for 23 years and is currently the
Supervisor of Registration.

Captain lannitti has served in the Army for
nine years and is currently the Executive Offi-
cer for the 286th Signal Company, 11th Air
Defense Artillery Brigade at Fort Bliss, Texas.
Next month, he will deploy to Kuwait where he
will be serving a one year tour of duty as a
Communications Officer for the 3rd Battalion,
43rd Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 11th Air
Defense Artillery Brigade.

During his service Joseph has received nu-
merous awards, all of which serve as a tribute
to his honorable character. He was awarded
two commendation medals, an achievement
medal, good conduct medal, national defense
service medal, reserve mobilization medal and
a global war of terrorism service medal.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing this courageous service member for his
outstanding contributions and service to our
country.

———

HIGHPOINT’S GUERRA HONORED
WITH STATE LAWN CARE AWARD

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, the
Ohio Lawn Care Association recently an-
nounced Christopher Guerra, of Highpoint
Lawn Service in Stow, as the recipient of its
first-ever Ohio Lawn Care Applicator of the
Year Award. The new annual award recog-
nized Guerra for his dedication to customer
service and 7 years of work experience at
Highpoint. He was presented a plaque by
OLCA Publicity Committee Chair, Rob Palmer,
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Weed Pro, Ltd. at the OLCA annual meeting
Dec. 8 during the Ohio Turfgrass Conference
& Show.

Guerra was selected from five finalists in-
cluding: Matt Dixon, Buckeye Ecocare; Fred
Hoyt, Custom Lawns; Matt Netzley, Fitzwater
Tree & Lawn Care; and Dan Paolini, Weed
Man Lake County.

Guerra was nominated by Highpoint Presi-
dent John Prusa, who commended Guerra for
his productivity and personal, caring service to
a loyal customer base while completing his
education and earning a degree from the Uni-
versity of Akron. Several complimentary letters
from customers accompanied his nomination.

The Ohio Lawn Care Applicator of the Year
Award, sponsored by Dow AgroSciences, is a
new award to be presented annually by
OLCA. To apply, one had to be a member
company of the association and could only be
nominated by a company owner, manager or
supervisor. Nominees were required to have a
state of Ohio applicators license with a min-
imum of two years experience.

OLCA represents nearly 500 professional
lawn care companies throughout Ohio, and is
committed to promoting and protecting the
lawn care industry in Ohio. For more informa-
tion about OLCA or the Applicator of the Year

Award, call 800-510-5296; email
info@ OhioLawnCare.org; or visit
www.OhioLawnCare.org.

——

CONGRATULATING NANCY
GOODMAN BRINKER

SPEECH OF

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to honor Ambassador Nancy
Brinker for her continued leadership and advo-
cacy in breast cancer research and congratu-
late her on receiving America’s highest civilian
honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Ambassador Brinker's commitment to de-
feating breast cancer began 28 years ago
after she lost her sister to the disease. Since
that time, Ambassador Brinker has dedicated
her life to increasing public awareness and de-
veloping a grassroots network of individuals
affected by breast cancer.

As the founder of Susan G. Komen for the
Cure, Ambassador Brinker has campaigned
tirelessly to help those affected by breast can-
cer and has raised over $1.3 billion for re-
search and education purposes since it was
founded.

Now serving as the Goodwill Ambassador
for Cancer Control for the United Nations’
World Health Organization, Ambassador
Brinker's dedication and leadership are felt
throughout the world as she promotes aware-
ness and continues the global fight against
breast cancer.

Breast cancer is a devastating disease that
has touched many lives. As a former volunteer
and board member of the American Cancer
Society of Dallas, | have seen how cancer im-
pacts a family. As a husband and father, |
share a deep commitment to the fight against
cancer.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth District of
Texas, | applaud Ambassador Brinker for her
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longstanding dedication, leadership and self-
less spirit and congratulate her on receiving
the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

———

INITTATIVE TO WIPE OUT CREDIT
CARD FRAUD

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, |
rise to speak briefly about an initiative by
MagTek, a company from California’s 46th
District, which | represent. This initiative is
aimed at eliminating credit card fraud which
funds gangs, crime syndicates and global ter-
rorist organizations, including Al Qaeda. |
would include in the record a short excerpt
from a speech describing the initiative, and |
ask all of my colleagues and the American
people to join us in wiping out credit card
fraud.

EXCERPT FROM A SPEECH TO THE FEDERAL DE-
POSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION (FDIC) PAY-
MENT SECURITY CONFERENCE

(By MagTek Chief Security Officer Tom
Patterson)

Billions of dollars are being stolen every
yvear from thousands of banks, hundreds of
thousands of merchants, and millions of con-
sumers—and it’s being used to fund gang ac-
tivity, organized crime, and terrorist plots.
And it’s got to stop.

Our identities and credit card information
are being stolen across America, by waiters
and waitresses in our restaurants, by clerks
at our stores, and even our ATM machines
and gas pumps. In fact, every time we hand
over our credit or debit card, Americans are
taking a risk that our critical information
could be stolen. Last year, over $4 billion
dollars was stolen from us with these meth-
ods and others like them, and many of these
thefts are being perpetrated by people and
machines that have been co-opted by crimi-
nal gangs.

Gangs in America, like the ‘“Bloods’” and
the ‘““Crips’’, have now moved aggressively
into the counterfeit card business, providing
the devices (called skimmers), and paying
out $20 for every card number stolen. In fact,
counterfeit card fraud is now the third larg-
est revenue source for many of our largest
gangs, moving ahead of extortion. They
make their money by selling blocks of these
freshly stolen identities up-stream, to for-
eign organized crime.

A 2009 United Nations report has identified
Russian organized crime as the world’s larg-
est source of counterfeit card fraud, just
ahead of the Chinese triad gangs. The largest
of these, known as the Russian Business Net-
work, is well known for purchasing these ag-
gregated lists of identities and card numbers,
combining them with near-perfect looking
fake cards and then selling them on under-
world-sponsored auction sites to the highest
bidder.

One of the largest bidders for these coun-
terfeit cards this past decade has been Al
Qaeda, who repeatedly purchases them for
use in funding their terror plots around the
world. The horrific bombing in the nightclub
in Bali, which killed 202 people, was funded
in large part by recently skimmed cards. A
captured Al Qaeda handbook describes in
great detail how to fund their plots, includ-
ing the transliteration ‘‘obtain credit card
numbers and use them to fund the struggle.”

The security of our citizens should be para-
mount, especially in light of its negative ef-
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fects on merchants and banks, and its role in
funding of US gang violence, transnational
organized crime, and global terrorism. It’s
time for our financial services industry to
put a stop to this, by working together to
allow merchants to tell the difference be-
tween our real cards, and these fakes that
are plaguing our way of life.

It’s now possible for banks and merchants
to easily and economically completely elimi-
nate counterfeit cards from our world, and
they can do it today. By adding a simple
‘“‘card authentication” check to the credit
and debit process, which works with the
same 3 billion cards we already have in our
wallets and the same ‘‘swipe’” that we’ve
come to trust over 10 trillion times per year,
we will allow our retailers to simply decline
counterfeit card charges and thus wipe out
counterfeit card fraud around the world.

All it takes to make this a reality is for
the banks, processors, and merchants to
agree to share the ‘‘magnetic fingerprint”
inherent in the magnetic stripe of every card
we use, and rather than arguing over costs
we can be sharing the savings that come to
all of us by saving billions of dollars of fraud
every year. Already, we have the initial com-
mitments to register the first 100 million
cards, and make this check available to the
first 250,000 merchants. But we need the rest
of the players to take this step.

I am here today to urge you to join the co-
alition to wipe out counterfeit card fraud
(www.NoCardFraud.com), and to do your
part in protecting the identities of millions
of Americans, improving the financial health
of millions of retail stores and banks, shut-
ting down a key criminal activity of gangs
and organized crime, and disrupting the
funding of global terrorists.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO GRAYSON COUNTY,
KENTUCKY

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a great place in the Commonwealth
of Kentucky—Grayson County. On Monday,
January 25, 2010, Grayson County will cele-
brate its 200th birthday.

The county was established in 1810 as the
54th county in Kentucky. It was named after
Colonel William Grayson, a Virginian states-
man and Revolutionary War aide to General
George Washington.

Col. Grayson once owned over 5,000 acres,
which included the western end of Grayson
County. As the story goes, Washington pur-
chased the land from Henry Lee, the father of
Robert E. Lee, by trading his favorite horse.

Grayson County includes many great attrac-
tions, offering individuals a great place to visit
and live. Grayson County’s Twin Lakes and
the Rough River State Resort Park offers
countless recreational opportunities, including
swimming, nature trails, boating, tennis, and
go-cart racing as well as campsites and lodg-
ing.

| am proud to represent the citizens of Gray-
son County and they should be celebrated for
their contributions to making Kentucky such a
wonderful place. Madam Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring Grayson
County and congratulating them on 200 amaz-
ing years.
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