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and his fellow soldiers worked tirelessly to
keep critical communications intact for the
front-line combat units. During convoy be-
tween Nha Trang to Tue Hoa and Da Nag to
Tue Hoa, Mr. Lawson found himself under
mortar attack and rocket fire. For the out-
standing achievement and performance of the
459th, the Secretary of the Army awarded the
459th and its soldiers the Army Meritorious
Unit Commendation.

Mr. Lawson completed his combat tour in
Vietnam shortly after he was promoted to Spe-
cialist-4. He returned to the United States and
was honorably discharged. For his service, he
was awarded the National Defense Service
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, the Viet-
nam Campaign Medal with device, the Good
Conduct Medal, the Army Meritorious Unit
Commendation Ribbon and the Republic of
Vietnam Unit Cross of Gallantry with palm and
frame.

During his civilian life, Mr. Lawson worked
as a truck driver until his retirement. Mr.
Lawson is a Life Member of the Chowchilla
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9896. He has
two children and two grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate John Lawson upon being
named a “Distinguished Life Member” by the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 9896. | invite
my colleagues to join me in wishing Mr.
Lawson many years of continued success.

———

TRIBUTE TO VICE ADMIRAL SIR
ALAN MASSEY, KCB, CBE, ADC-
ROYAL NAVY

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Vice Admiral Sir Alan Massey,
Second Sea Lord of the Royal Navy, on the
occasion of his visit to the United States and
in anticipation of his impending retirement
from active duty following over three decades
of service in the Royal Navy.

Throughout a long and distinguished career,
Vice Admiral Massey has consistently dem-
onstrated exceptional leadership, stewardship
and unwavering commitment to members of
the Royal Navy, and for this alone he de-
serves recognition and admiration. But it is his
many years of friendship and cooperation with
the Armed Forces of the United States for
which | pay tribute to this exceptional naval of-
ficer.

Over the course of his career, Vice Admiral
Massey has commanded a destroyer, a frig-
ate, and two aircraft carriers. In the wake of
the terrorist attacks on the United States on
September 11, 2001, as a key ally in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, he led operations
against the Taliban in Afghanistan while in
command of HMS ILLUSTRIOUS. Additionally,
at the onset of Operation Iraqi Freedom, while
commanding HMS ARK ROYAL, Vice Admiral
Massey led the successful coalition amphib-
ious assault into southern Iraq as part of Op-
eration TELIC. In recognition of his excep-
tional performance, he was appointed Com-
mander of the Order of the British Empire on
the United Kingdom’s Operational Honours
List.

Vice Admiral Massey has served in the Min-
istry of Defence, United Kingdom, on four oc-
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casions and has held two appointments on
NATO Headquarters staffs. He served as As-
sistant Chief of the Royal Naval Staff, respon-
sible for representing the maritime case in the
Ministry of the Defence, while concurrently
planning the Navy’s future and coordinating its
public communications strategy and outreach
activity. In an earlier assignment, Vice Admiral
Massey led the Operations division of the
United Kingdom’s Permanent Joint Head-
quarters, responsible for the conduct of joint
military operations in all current theatres, in-
cluding Irag, Afghanistan and the Balkans.

Vice Admiral Massey has a first class
Honours degree from the University of Liver-
pool, and is a graduate of the Royal Naval
Staff College and the Royal College of
Defence Studies. Selected for promotion to
Vice Admiral in July 2008, he was appointed
as Second Sea Lord, equivalent to our United
States Chief of Naval Personnel, and concur-
rently serves as Commander-in-Chief, Naval
Home Command and Flag Aide-de-Camp to
Her Majesty the Queen. During the Queen’s
Birthday Honours of 2009, Vice Admiral
Massey was appointed a Knight Commander
of the Order of Bath.

| ask my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to rise with me to thank Vice Admiral Sir
Alan Massey for his service to the Royal Navy
and for his long and distinguished career in
support of the mutual interests of the United
Kingdom and the United States. We wish him
fair winds and following seas as he closes his
military career and assumes his new duties as
Chief Executive of the Maritime and Coast-
guard Agency. We also wish Vice Admiral
Massey, his wife Julie and their four children,
James, Annabel, Tom and Sally, much suc-
cess, infinite happiness and good health in the
days ahead.

SMALL BUSINESS BILL OF RIGHTS
HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Small Business Bill of Rights.
For the last three years, Congress has hurt
small businesses with legislation to increase
taxes and government regulation. It is time to
show small businesses that we support them
by backing one bill that has it all, the Small
Business Bill of Rights.

Endorsed by the National Federation of
Independent Business (NFIB), this legislation
would:

Protect secret ballots in union elections

Lower health costs with lawsuit reforms and
interstate competition

Lower energy costs with credits for efficient
equipment and hybrids

Permit children to continue business with
low/no death tax

Exempt small businesses from capital gains
tax for 10 years

Make immigration laws easy to comply with

Create a Patent Office fast lane for small
business innovation

Limit federal paperwork through the SBA for
small businesses to 200 hours annually

Prevent AMT from taxing the middle class

Reduce deficit to encourage jobs and im-
prove credit
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Small businesses cannot afford lobbyists or
lawyers to grease the wheels to get govern-
ment assistance. With more than 1.1 million
small businesses in lllinois accounting for 98.4
percent of all employers, now is the time to
act.

In the teeth of the Great Recession, Con-
gress must work to protect the heart and soul
of our economy by lowering taxes and de-
creasing the regulatory burden so that small
business employers will begin hiring, putting
Americans back to work.

Small businesses are disproportionately suf-
fering, accounting for nearly 80 percent of job
losses and | urge my colleagues to become a
cosponsor of this commonsense legislation.

Let us grow this economy and put people
back to work.

———

HONORING THE CAREER AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF DAVID J.
HOLLEY

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mr. HOLDEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Dave Holley, a constituent and
friend, who, on April 2, 2010, officially retired
as General Manager of the Schuylkill County
Municipal Authority. Dave began his public ca-
reer in 1973, working for the Schuylkill County
Municipal Authority as the Assistant Manager.
Two years later, he was promoted to General
Manager and has served in that position for
the past 33 years.

Dave’s dedication to bettering the commu-
nities of Schuylkill County led him to be active
in state and national organizations. He served
as Past President and Past Regional Director
of the Pennsylvania Municipal Authority Asso-
ciation; Vice Chairman of the Water Utility
Council of Pennsylvania; and Past Secretary
and Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Section of
the American Water Works Association.

Socially, Dave is an active member of the
community in Pottsville, Pennsylvania. He is
current President of the AAA Schuylkill County
Motor Club, the Schuylkill County Motor Club
Insurance Agency, and the Schuylkill/Pottsville
Chapter of the National Football Foundation
and College Hall of Fame. He was the former
President of the Pottsville Rotary Club and
Pottsville Rotary Little League.

His work in the community and profes-
sionally has earned Dave the respect and rec-
ognition of his friends, neighbors, and col-
leagues. Numerous associations have hon-
ored Dave with awards for his dedicated serv-
ice to municipal authorities in Pennsylvania
and the water supply field. Athletic organiza-
tions have recognized him for his dedication to
honoring scholar athletes and his citizenship.
Dave was even inducted into the Pottsville
Area School District’s All Sports Hall of Fame.

| would like to congratulate Dave Holley on
his retirement after 33 years as General Man-
ager of the Schuylkill County Municipal Au-
thority and thank him for his outstanding citi-
zenship in the community.
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HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend and congratulate Kenneth
Lasiter upon being awarded with the “Lifetime
Achievement Award” by the Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Post 9896. Mr. Lasiter was hon-
ored on Saturday, January 30, 2010 in
Chowchilla, California.

Mr. Kenneth Lasiter was born in Merced,
California in 1946. He graduated from
Chowchilla High School, where he played on
two championship football teams. Mr. Lasiter
attended Fresno City College for 1 year and in
1966 he enlisted in the United States Army.
He completed basic training at Fort Ord, Cali-
fornia, where he fired “expert” with the M-14
rifle. Mr. Lasiter went to Fort Rucker, Alabama
for Aircraft Maintenance School; he completed
training with a specialty in helicopter mainte-
nance and repair. He also completed courses
in the Code of Conduct and Military Justice.

After completing stateside training, Mr.
Lasiter was ordered to Vietnam in March
1967. He joined the 655th Transportation De-
tachment, 12th Combat Aviation Brigade. The
12th Brigade had deployed to Vietnam in 1965
and consisted of 11,000 personnel and 34
aviation units. The Brigade was based at Long
Binh in the Il Military Region in Vietham and
was the largest unit of its type to serve in
combat.

Mr. Lasiter spent 12 months in Vietnam.
During that time he flew combat missions as
a door gunner on HU-1B and UH-1D “Huey”
Helicopters. He was promoted to crew chief
and was later selected to act as crew chief for
the group commander. During this time there
was increased hostility as regular North Viet-
namese forces made their way down the Ho
Chi Minh Trail through.Laos and Cambodia
into South Vietnam. Mr. Lasiter’s units flew as-
sault, medical and supply missions to fire
bases and in support of ground forces. Mr.
Lasiter was part of the cadre that assisted the
1st Air Cavalry when it deployed from the
states to Bien Hoa, Vietnam.

Upon completing his 12-month tour in Viet-
nam, Mr. Lasiter returned to the United States.
While on leave he married Carolyn. The new-
lyweds flew to Germany, where Mr. Lasiter as-
sumed duties at the Wirtheim Army Airfield
and was the acting crew chief with CH-23
units.

Specialist 5 Lasiter was released from ac-
tive duty in September 1969. For his service,
Mr. Lasiter was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal, the Air Medal with seven
oak leaf clusters, the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, the
Vietnam Campaign Medal with device, the Air-
craft Crewman Badge and Expert Rifle and
Sharpshooter Badges.

Upon returning to civilian life, Mr. and Mrs.
Lasiter made their home in Chowchilla, Cali-
fornia. Mr. Lasiter attended Merced College.
He then started a lifelong career in farming.
Mr. Lasiter is a Life Member of Chowchilla
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9896 and is a
member of the Cornerstone Community
Church. Mr. and Mrs. Lasiter continue to live
in Chowchilla. They have two children and
three grandchildren.
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Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Kenneth Lasiter upon being
named as a “Distinguished Life Member” by
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 9896. | in-
vite my colleagues to join me in wishing Mr.
Lasiter many years of continued success.

——————

THE CONGRESSIONAL YOUTH AD-
VISORY COUNCIL: A LEGACY OF
SERVICE

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | ask my fellow colleagues to join me
in congratulating the 2009-2010 Congres-
sional Youth Advisory Council. This year 45
students from public, private, and home
schools in grades 9 through 12 made their
voices heard and made a difference in their
communities, their country, and their Con-
gress. These students volunteered their time,
effort, and talent to inform me about the im-
portant issues facing their generation. As
young leaders within their communities and
their schools, these students boldly represent
the promise and the hope we all have for their
very bright future.

President Ronald Reagan said, “Freedom is
never more than one generation away from
extinction. We didn’t pass it to our children in
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, pro-
tected, and handed on for them to do the
same, or one day we will spend our sunset
years telling our children and our children’s
children what it was once like in the United
States where men were free.”

To ensure that the blessing of freedom is
passed from one generation to the next, the
members of the CYAC spent time interviewing
a veteran and documenting the experience for
the “Preserving History Project.” Today I'm
proud to submit the brief summaries provided
so the patriotic service of our dedicated vet-
erans and the thoughtful work of the CYAC
may be preserved for antiquity in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. A copy of each sub-
mitted student summary follows.

To each member of the Congressional
Youth Advisory Council, thank you for making
this year and this group a success. It is not a
coincidence that this congressional tribute
celebrates two generations of service. Each of
you is trusted with the precious gift of free-
dom.

You are the voices of the future and | salute
you. God bless you and God bless America.

The summary follows:

I, Kathryn Boswell interviewed Reba Leon-
ard, SSG of the United States Army. She was
part of the technology branch and was sta-
tioned in San Antonio, Germany, and Pensa-
cola. From this experience, I have learned
about sacrifice for your country, camara-
derie with fellow soldiers, and the effect
serving in the military has on a life. Reba is
a strong woman and has learned from her ex-
periences in the army to live life to the full-
est and ‘‘keep a bigger perspective on life.”
It’s not just about me, it’s about the
wellbeing of the people around me. She
worked on the first computers, and was able
to communicate live time from Germany to
Maryland in the 1980s. She also worked off
the first portable hard-drive. She is a com-
puter specialist at McAfee and has raised
two boys in Plano, Texas.—Kathryn Boswell
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ON HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RE-
DUCE THE USE OF PLASTIC AND
PAPER BAGS

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, as
we mark the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, |
ask my colleagues to consider cosponsoring a
resolution | am introducing today to reduce the
use of plastic and paper bags.

Single-use retail plastic and paper bags are
bad for the environment. Both paper and plas-
tic bags consume valuable natural resources
when produced, generate waste, and pollute
the environment. They keep us dependent on
nonrenewable resources and impose external
costs that we bear in the form of higher waste
disposal costs, visual blight, the destruction of
wildlife and the deaths of tens of thousands of
animal and marine life by entangling them in
the plastic or poisoning them through toxins
that leach into the ground and waterways. We
use more than 100 billion plastic bags every
year and because they don’t biodegrade, each
bag represents a persistent threat to the envi-
ronment.

While paper bags are less harmful to the
environment, they require four times as much
energy to produce and generate 70 percent
more air pollution and 50 times more water
pollution than plastic bags. And while recycling
efforts should be applauded, recycling rates
are dismally low. Between one and three per-
cent of all plastic bags are recycled and be-
tween ten and 15 percent of all paper bags
are recycled.

The resolution encourages states to estab-
lish targets for businesses to reduce distribu-
tion of plastic and paper bag use by 40 per-
cent over the next five years; educate the pub-
lic about using reusable bags through public-
private initiatives, public awareness cam-
paigns, and other methods whenever possible;
and facilitate the dissemination of best prac-
tices among businesses for reducing single-
use retail bag consumption. It would also en-
courage businesses to adopt consumer credit
programs to promote reusable bag use.

One need look no further than the District of
Columbia to measure success. Late last year
the District imposed a 5 cent tax on plastic
bags which led to a dramatic impact on bag
use. The number of plastic bags used by su-
permarkets and other establishments dropped
from the 2009 monthly average of 22.5 million
to just 3 million in January 2010.

| could conclude here, but that would be
only half the story. This resolution was brought
to my attention by two enterprising George-
town University students, Mariel Reed and
Brian Lin. Together with their fellow class-
mates they drafted the resolution in response
to a bill | introduced last year to tax plastic
and paper bag use. They used my bill as a
case study on environmental legislation. Both
students are very bright and realized that
there is little prospect my bag tax bill would be
enacted. My bill does point toward a worth-
while objective, and it builds on the actions of
several local and foreign initiatives that have
met with success. But, there is no group or or-
ganization that has backed it and few Mem-
bers today prefer to be on record supporting
a tax increase.
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