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me in recognizing the outstanding contribu-
tions of Carl D. Bocchicchio to his profession 
and to this great nation. 
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INTRODUCTION OF H.R. —, THE 
‘‘FAIR PAYMENT OF COURT FEES 
ACT OF 2010’’ 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce H.R. —, the Fair Pay-
ment of Court Fees Act of 2010. This legisla-
tion is vital to preserve democracy and fair ac-
cess to the courts. 

It has come to my attention that provisions 
in the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and 
the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure, 
while well intentioned to discourage abuses to 
the appeal process and encourage settlement, 
have been shown in practice to unfairly and 
indiscriminately punish parties for declining an 
offer for settlement made before trial or seek-
ing appellant review. 

That policy quite simply goes too far, cre-
ating perverse results, and inevitably will pre-
vent litigants from pursuing legitimate cases or 
appeals for fear of excessive penalties. 

Recently, there was a national outcry when 
a Federal court ordered the family of a fallen 
soldier, Marine Lance Cpl. Matthew Synder of 
Westminster, Maryland, to pay $16,000 to the 
people who picketed the funeral of this hero 
who died in service to his country in Iraq. 

You heard me correctly, the dead soldier’s 
family was ordered to pay thousands of dollars 
to the people who picketed their son’s funeral 
and who shouted ‘‘You’re going to Hell’’ and 
‘‘Thank God for dead soldiers.’’ 

This is not adding insult to injury; this is out-
rageous and cannot be allowed to stand. 

The family of Matthew Synder’s supposed 
‘‘fault’’ was to defend the decision of the lower 
court when the picketers appealed. 

Preposterous and outrageous. As Chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee Subcommittee on 
Courts and Competition policy, I cannot wait 
for the multi-year process of the Rules Ena-
bling Act to correct this injustice. This problem 
must be corrected now. 

The rules, as they stand, are a blanket pol-
icy to discourage pursuit of justice through the 
appeals process. That policy quite simply goes 
too far, creating perverse results, and inevi-
tably will prevent litigants from pursuing legiti-
mate appeals or encourage the parties to set-
tle when they want a court to hear the case 
for fear of excessive penalties. 

The bill I have introduced today will stop this 
travesty and open the court house doors to 
parties who are acting in the interest of justice. 

Specifically, the ‘‘Fair Payment of Court 
Fees Act of 2010’’ would amend two proce-
dural rules to ensure access to the Federal 
courts. My bill would amend Rule 39 of the 
Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure and 
Rule 68 of the Federal Rules of Civil Proce-
dure, to give a court discretion to evaluate 
whether the payment should be waived in the 
interest of justice including instances where 
constitutional or other important precedent are 
at issue. 

Strict application of the Rules has been det-
rimental to the public interest. So we would 

allow our Judges to use their discretion to de-
termine when these fees should be waived. 
Our courthouse doors must remain open to 
pursue legitimate claims. 

I hope that my colleagues will support this 
legislation. 
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IN HONOR OF HARRIET BEEKMAN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Harriet Beekman, a dedi-
cated advocate on behalf of veterans and the 
founder of We Do Care. 

In 1968, Ms. Beekman received a letter 
from U.S. Marine Pfc. Steve Sarossy who had 
expressed his concern that ‘‘no one seemed 
to care’’ about service personnel overseas. 
Ms. Beekman was so disturbed by the senti-
ment that she wrote back in bold letters: 
STEVE, WE DO CARE. Tragically, Pfc. 
Sarossy was killed in the Quang Tri Republic 
of Vietnam later that year, but his words were 
not forgotten. Harriet Beekman took it upon 
herself to set up We Do Care, a support orga-
nization for our troops worldwide. Since the 
Vietnam conflict, We Do Care has sent more 
than 60,000 letters and 21,000 packages to 
service personnel. For more than four dec-
ades Ms. Beekman has led the charge in col-
lecting, organizing and shipping several hun-
dred tons of donated items to service per-
sonnel all over the world. We Do Care has 
sent goods to service members in places such 
as Vietnam, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Haiti, Soma-
lia, Afghanistan and Iraq. 

We Do Care has brought communities to-
gether in support of the men and women who 
risk their lives everyday. People of all ages 
and backgrounds gather together at dances, 
talent shows, community collection drives, re-
cycling projects, rummage sales and dinners 
in order to raise funds and collect item dona-
tions to send our troops. In response to her ef-
forts, Ms. Beekman has received more than 
5,000 letters of appreciation from service per-
sonnel around the world. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring Harriet Beekman, often re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Florence Nightingale of Fair-
view Park.’’ She continues to show our troops 
that, indeed, we do care. Even as she ap-
proaches her ninetieth birthday this July, Ms. 
Beekman continues to show the indomitable 
spirit of youth in continuing her work. Her vol-
unteer spirit and dedication to those who 
serve our country uplifts and inspires resolve 
to live a more peaceful life. 
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HONORING RUTH ARDEN 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in remembrance of Ruth Arden, a Toledoan, a 
pioneer, and tireless advocate for our most 
vulnerable people. Ruth passed away unex-
pectedly in December and her passing was 
noted by the well known and the unknown. 

Today those she served with and among gath-
er to honor her efforts, pay special tribute, and 
remember a very fine lady. 

Ruth Arden was the executive director of St. 
Paul’s Community Center for many years. St. 
Paul’s serves people who are homeless and 
mentally ill, and under Ruth’s extraordinary vi-
sion and leadership the shelter served hun-
dreds of people with respect. She and her 
team gave people dignity and the tools to 
navigate a difficult life. Ruth was an advocate 
for people who are homeless and mentally ill, 
and challenged leaders at the local, State and 
National levels to see their need. Jesus Christ 
reminded all that ‘‘whatever you do to the 
least among you, that you do unto me.’’ Few 
people follow His words as did Ruth, and her 
work inspired all around her. 

Ruth Arden was an ardent advocate for the 
poor and downtrodden, but she was also an 
advocate of the arts. She enjoyed music—es-
pecially jazz—and supported local artists. Her 
support, advice and wise counsel were most 
appreciated, and in her quiet way Ruth moved 
mountains. Her life leaves an imprimatur on 
our community which stands well past her 
leave-taking, and her voice still echoes among 
those with whom she worked. She had an un-
forgettable spirit of caring and drive that we 
are guided by her spirit to carry forth. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
missed roll call Vote Nos. 204–211 on April 
15, 2010. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: 

Roll Call Vote No. 204, Providing for consid-
eration of the bill H.R. 4715, ‘‘nay.’’ 

Roll Call Vote No. 205, Recognizing the 
Coast Guard Group Astoria’s more than 60 
years of service to the Pacific Northwest, 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Roll Call Vote No. 206, On Motion to Refer 
the Resolution, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Roll Call Vote No. 207, On Agreeing to the 
Amendment to H.R. 4715, ‘‘nay.’’ 

Roll Call Vote No. 208, On Motion to Re-
commit H.R. 4715 with Instructions, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Roll Call Vote No. 209, Final passage of 
H.R. 4715, the Clean Estuaries Act of 2010, 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Roll Call Vote No. 210, Congratulating the 
Duke University men’s basketball team for 
winning the 2010 NCAA Division I Men’s Bas-
ketball National Championship, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Roll Call Vote No. 211, On Motion to Con-
cur in the Senate Amendment to H.R. 4851, 
‘‘nay.’’ 
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A TRIBUTE TO JIM SEELEY IN 
RECOGNITION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT AFTER 34 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE CITY OF LOS 
ANGELES 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of those of us who represent the great 
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City of Los Angeles, I rise to honor Jim Seeley 
for the 34 years of service he has given to the 
city as our Chief Federal Legislative Rep-
resentative. As delegation Members and their 
staffs gather tonight to celebrate our friend 
and to wish him all the best in his retirement, 
we wanted to share with our colleagues in the 
House the wonderful legacy that this Los An-
geles ‘‘institution’’ leaves behind. 

Jim Seeley was born in the city he would 
one day represent, grew up in Los Angeles 
County, and made his way to Stanford Univer-
sity. He graduated in 1959, the same year he 
married the love of his life Jo Ann Browning. 
After a stint in Paris where Jo Ann studied at 
the Sorbonne, and then St. Louis where Jim 
did his six-month Army training, the couple 
settled in Washington, D.C. to build their suc-
cessful careers and raise a large and wonder-
ful family. 

Following 8 years with the Department of 
Commerce, Jim accepted a position in the 
Washington Office of the State of Illinois. As-
sisting Illinois businesses in promoting their 
goods abroad at trade shows and on trade 
missions, Jim began to hone his government 
relations expertise as Deputy Director of the 
office serving under two Governors. 

In 1976, after 7 years with the Illinois Wash-
ington Office, Jim returned to his roots when 
he accepted the position of Chief Federal Leg-
islative Representative for the City of Los An-
geles. Reporting first to the office of the Chief 
Legislative Analyst, and later directly to the Of-
fice of the Mayor, Jim has served the city and 
its residents with distinction under Mayors 
Tom Bradley, Richard Riordan, James Hahn, 
and Antonio Villaraigosa. 

Over the years, he forged close working re-
lationships with the Los Angeles Congres-
sional Delegation Members and their staffs, as 
he led his own staff to further the federal legis-
lative agenda of the Council and Mayor. Jim 
has flourished for more than three decades in 
his role as the city’s ‘‘go to’’ guy in the nation’s 
capital. Through changes in Mayors, Presi-
dents, and Democratic and Republican House 
and Senate majorities, Jim has been a con-
stant, adjusting the city’s advocacy strategies 
to the changing times. 

Jim guided the city’s federal response to the 
Northridge earthquake in 1994, as city and 
county officials sought maximum federal relief 
to address the devastation caused by the 
quake. In the post 9/11 years, he has focused 
on homeland security and Los Angeles’ efforts 
to improve airport security. He relished his 
work around the 1984 Olympics in his home-
town, and has been an integral part of the ef-
fort to build our transportation infrastructure 
and move Angelinos out of their cars and onto 
subway and light rail. 

For 34 years, LA congressional offices have 
benefited from Jim’s deep knowledge of the 
city and the federal policies that impact Los 
Angeles and our constituents. We also have 
benefited from the pleasure of his company, 
as ‘‘Seeley’’ was always a welcome visitor. 
When he dropped by to touch base with staff, 
check up on the latest legislative rumor, or just 
banter with the congressional colleagues who 
had long since become friends, I think we all 
felt like City Hall was down the street—not 
2700 miles away. 

Jim officially retired from the City of Los An-
geles at the end of March, but will continue to 
consult and share his vast institutional knowl-
edge with the City of Los Angeles office. In 

the meantime, he and Jo Ann, who retired last 
year, will no doubt devote much of their free 
time to their 11 children and their 14 beautiful 
grandchildren. 

On behalf of the Los Angeles Congressional 
Delegation, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating Jim Seeley on his retirement, 
and in thanking this dedicated public servant 
for his 34 years of service to the City of Los 
Angeles. We send our very best wishes to Jim 
and Jo Ann for a happy and fulfilling retire-
ment. 
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CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FIRST BAP-
TIST CHURCH OF CRESTMONT 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and congratulate the First Bap-
tist Church of Crestmont on its momentous 
100th Anniversary. Just north of Philadelphia, 
First Baptist Church of Crestmont was the 
very first church to be established in the town 
of Crestmont over a century ago. 

The congregation that founded the First 
Baptist Church of Crestmont originally met in 
the homes of two of its members. The group 
was formally organized into a Baptist church in 
October of 1910. Determined to build a meet-
ing place for their new congregation, the mem-
bers of the church worked together to begin 
digging the foundation with their own hands. 
Neighborhood children assisted with fund-
raising by performing concerts and organizing 
social events. In the early 1920’s, the con-
gregation developed plans to construct a new 
building for their church, which was a fortunate 
decision as the original building was destroyed 
in a fire shortly before the new church was 
completed. This new building housed the con-
gregation for decades before construction 
began on an updated building. 

As the congregation continued to grow, 
transitioning from one pastor to the next, the 
commitment to community was passed down 
from generation to generation. In 2008 the 
sanctuary was once again destroyed by a fire. 
The First Baptist Church of Crestmont turned 
to their neighbors for support as they worked 
to repair their church. Last September the 
congregation returned to worship in their 
newly renovated edifice and fellowship hall. 

For decades, this community has provided a 
place for generations of children and adults 
alike to learn and worship together. The con-
gregation has overcome great hardships over 
the past 100 years and has emerged even 
stronger. Although First Baptist is a small as-
sembly, it has served as a significant, stead-
fast source of spiritual sustenance for its peo-
ple while remaining committed to working 
hand in hand with the community to create a 
positive environment in which to raise our chil-
dren and keep our seniors safe. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in celebrating First Baptist Church of 
Crestmont’s 100th anniversary milestone and 
wishing the congregation many more years of 
community enrichment and service. 

HONORING ROBERT ACREE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Robert 
Acree upon being awarded with the ‘‘Lifetime 
Achievement Award’’ by the Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Post 9896. Mr. Acree was honored 
on Saturday, January 30, 2010 in Chowchilla, 
California. 

Mr. Robert Acree was born and raised in 
Chowchilla, California. He attended Chowchilla 
High School, where he participated on the 
track team as a pole vaulter. He graduated 
from high school in 1965, and in 1967 enlisted 
in the United States Air Force. 

Mr. Acree completed basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base in Texas, and com-
pleted technical school as a Tactical Aircraft 
Maintenance Specialist at Sheppard Air Force 
Base in Texas. His first assignment was at 
Davis-Montham Air Force Base in Arizona 
where he worked on the F–4C ‘‘Phantom.’’ In 
September 1969, Mr. Acree received orders to 
deploy to Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam. He joined 
the 558th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 12th 
Combat Support Group. He and his squadron 
kept the F–4 ‘‘Phantoms’’ in the air as the 
558th conducted close air support for ground 
forces fighting the Viet Cong and the North Vi-
etnamese. The squadron was also responsible 
for conducting interdiction and combat air pa-
trol activities. 

Mr. Acree was assigned to the 421st Tac-
tical Fighter Squadron of the 366th Tactical 
Fighter Wing at Da Nang, Vietnam. With an 
aircraft landing or taking off every 52 seconds 
Da Nang Air Base is considered to be the 
busiest base in the world. The 421st, also 
known as the ‘‘Black Widows,’’ flew thousands 
of close air support missions and conducted 
interdiction and combat air activities. Toward 
the end of his military career, Mr. Acree was 
rotated to the States for one of several assign-
ments at George Air Force Base in California. 
In April 1971, Mr. Acree received an Honor-
able Discharge from the Air Force; after only 
88 days he re-enlisted back into the Air Force 
for 2 additional years. He served at Beale Air 
Force Base where he worked on the top se-
cret SR–71 ‘‘Blackbird’’ spy plane. He was 
cross-trained in Aircraft Weapon Systems at 
Lowerly Air Force Base in Colorado and was 
then assigned to George Air Force Base. He 
completed his tour in Udorn, Thailand, working 
on F–4C’s. 

In 1976, Mr. Acree requested a tour in 
Korea and served at the Kunsan Air Base. He 
then spent 2 years at the Soesterberg Air 
Base in Holland, working on the F–4 Phantom 
and the F–15 Eagle. In 1979, he reported to 
Edwards Air Force Base. While at Edwards he 
met his soon to be wife, Amy. They spent 4 
years at Hahn Air Base in Germany and finally 
landed back at George Air Force Base. 

In July 1988, Master Sergeant Acree retired 
from the United States Air Force. During his 
twenty-one years of service, he earned an As-
sociate of Science Degree in Aircraft Arma-
ment Systems Technology from the Commu-
nity College of the Air Force. Upon his retire-
ment, he was awarded the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal with four oak leaf clusters, 
the Good Conduct Medal with five oak leaf 
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