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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
MICHAEL P. SOKOLOWSKI

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of Michael P.
Sokolowski as he is named the recipient of the
2010 Cleveland Society of Poles “Good Joe”
Polish Heritage Award.

Mr. Sokolowski was born the youngest of
three children in Cleveland to parents Bernard
and Marion Sokolowski. He graduated from
Cleveland Central Catholic High School in
1979. In 1983, he graduated from Otterbein
College where he earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Communications. After college, Mr.
Sokolowski joined his sister Marylou and
brother Bernie in running the family busi-
ness—Sokolowski’'s  University  Inn.  Mr.
Sokolowski and his siblings are the third gen-
eration at the Inn, which was established in
1923. The Inn is a Cleveland landmark and
has been featured several times on local TV,
radio and the Food Network.

In addition to running the family business,
Mr. Sokolowski is active in the community. He
is a 20-year member of the Cleveland Society
of Poles where he has volunteered as trustee,
vice-president and president. He is a life-long
parishioner at St. John Cantius Church where
he sings and plays percussion in the choir. He
also continues to support his alma mater,
Cleveland Central Catholic. In 2004, he was
awarded the Cleveland Central Catholic Alum-
ni of the Year Award and for the past ten
years he has served as coach for their football
and baseball teams. Above all, Mr. Sokolowski
is a dedicated husband, father and grand-
father.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and recognition of Michael P.
Sokolowski, whose service to community and
whose dedication to his Polish heritage con-
tinues to make a difference throughout our
community.

———

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT SEAN
DURKIN, U.S. ARMY

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, there are many heroes from Colorado who
have fought, and continue to fight, in the Glob-
al War on Terror. Today, | rise to pay tribute
to one hero in particular: Army Sergeant Sean
Durkin of Aurora, Colorado.

On March 27, 2010, Sergeant Sean Durkin
and his fellow soldiers were on a mission near
Forward Operating Base Wilson in Afghani-
stan, when their convoy was struck by an ex-
plosive device. Sergeant Sean Durkin and two
other brave soldiers exited the vehicle to re-
spond to the blast, but were all injured when
a second improvised explosive device went
off. Sergeant Sean Durkin was gravely wound-
ed and ultimately succumbed to his injuries
while recuperating at Walter Reed Army Med-
ical Center.

In 2004, Sergeant Sean Durkin graduated
from Eaglecrest High School in Centennial,
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Colorado and later attended Denver Auto Die-
sel College before enlisting in the United
States Army in 2006. He is remembered as a
fine young man who had always dreamed of
becoming a soldier, and was also passionate
about working on automobiles.

During his military service, Sergeant Sean
Durkin was the recipient of numerous awards
and qualifications, including the Expert Infantry
Badge, Parachutist Badge and the Driver Me-
chanic Badge. Attached to the 1st Battalion,
12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team of the 4th Infantry Division, he was also
a veteran of Operation Iragi Freedom.

Sergeant Sean Durkin is a shining example
of Army service and sacrifice. As a former
member of the Army and retired Marine, my
deepest sympathies go out to his family and to
all who knew him.

————

CONGRATULATING THE NATIONAL
DRUG ABUSE TREATMENT CLIN-
ICAL TRIALS NETWORK AT IN-
STITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE, CEN-
TERS OF THE NATIONAL INSTI-
TUTES OF HEALTH ON 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, |, along
with my colleagues Representative JOHN SuL-
LIVAN, Representative MARY BONO MACK, and
Representative CAROL SHEA-PORTER, rise
today to congratulate the National Drug Abuse
Treatment Clinical Trials Network at Institute
on Drug Abuse (NIDA), Centers of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) on their tenth
anniversary. Ten years ago, the National Insti-
tute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), one of the 27 In-
stitutes and Centers of the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) embarked upon a bold initia-
tive by creating the National Drug Abuse
Treatment Clinical Trials Network (CTN) to ac-
celerate the process of transforming research
findings into proven treatments for use in com-
munity practice settings. The CTN focuses di-
rectly on studies that can demonstrate the ef-
fectiveness of treatments for people whose
lives are affected by drug abuse in commu-
nities and neighborhoods nationwide.

The CTN established an egalitarian,
bidirectional relationship between the research
scientists and the community treatment pro-
grams. The challenge, which was successfully
addressed by NIDA’s CTN, was to collaborate
with community treatment programs to design
and execute rigorous scientific studies that
yield accurate and reliable information that can
be transferred into the treatment practices of
the drug treatment community. In 2010, there
are over 240 such treatment sites, in 35 states
and Puerto Rico, partnering with 16 distin-
guished academic research centers working
together to produce important research find-
ings.

By blending the skills of researchers and ex-
perts in treatment practice, the CTN, working
with counterparts in NIDA, other Institutes of
the NIH, and the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), is
working to accelerate the process that moves
effective science-based treatment findings into
our nation’s drug treatment communities. The
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leadership of NIDA and the CTN are com-
mitted to accelerating the pace by which sci-
entific evidence changes treatment practice.

The first cooperative agreements to carry
out treatment research studies were awarded
in October 1999. In just 10 short but highly
productive years, the CTN enrolled more than
11,400 drug abusing patients in 25 protocols
and 18 sub-studies as well as 5 secondary
analyses arising from the primary protocols.
These protocols have produced significant
findings about medications, behavioral inter-
ventions and other important aspects of drug
treatment, including methods to keep patients
in treatment longer and drug-free. Clinical
trials on HIV in the vulnerable drug user popu-
lation, including rapid testing for HIV infection
are also high priorities of the CTN.

The outgrowth of this prolific research has
been remarkable. Results have been included
in the publication of 96 papers in peer re-
viewed journals and seven Blending Con-
ferences at which a total of 5,500 treatment
providers have learned about cutting edge re-
search findings from the CTN and other re-
search programs supported by NIDA. The
CTN work has also led to the establishment of
a dissemination library that is available at no
charge to the public, containing important find-
ings and resource documents of the CTN and
which has been accessed more than 35,000
times in the past 3.5 years. Additionally, re-
search data from 21 CTN studies has been
publicly posted in an effort to expedite the
transfer of research results into knowledge,
products and procedures to improve the public
health. Most importantly, the treatment pro-
viders of the CTN and their scientific partners
have become an army of change agents in
their states and regions to advocate for the
adoption of treatment interventions based
upon proven, scientific evidence.

Madam Speaker, we congratulate the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse and its Clinical
Trials Network on its important accomplish-
ments over the past 10 years. Their work has
lessened the suffering of many, and as Co-
chairs and Vice Co-chairs of the Addiction,
Treatment and Recovery Caucus, we look for-
ward to continuing to work with NIDA and
even greater achievements of the CTN the
years to come.

———

IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF LECH
ALEKSANDER KACZYNSKI,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF POLAND, AND HIS WIFE,
MARIA KACZYNSKI, FIRST LADY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and memory of Lech
Aleksander Kaczynski, President of the Re-
public of Poland, and his wife, Maria
Kaczynski, First Lady of the Republic of Po-
land and a respected economist. President
Kaczynski, his wife, and 95 others died sud-
denly and tragically in a plane crash while at-
tempting to land at Smolensk-North airport in
Russia on April 10, 2010.

President Kaczynski's legacy reflects his
lifelong dedication to freedom for the people of
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Poland. In 1980, President Kaczynski and his
twin brother, Jaroslaw Kaczynski, who would
later become the Prime Minister of Poland,
were active participants in a workers’ strike at
Gdansk Shipyard. The strike, led by Solidarity
leader and future Polish President Lech
Walesa, was supported around the world; it
sparked the beginning of the Solidarity move-
ment in Poland and marked the beginning of
the end of communist rule in Central and
Eastern Europe.

Following the workers’ strike in Gdansk, the
Kaczynski brothers emerged as leaders in the
Solidarity movement and built a strong na-
tional following. In 2002, President Kaczynski
was elected Mayor of Warsaw by a large mar-
gin. In March of 2005, President Kaczynski
declared his candidacy for president and won
election in December of that year. As Presi-
dent, he worked to end government corrup-
tion, strengthen foreign partnerships, and em-
power the citizens of Poland.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honor
and remembrance of Lech Kaczynski, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Poland, his wife, Maria
Kaczynski, and all those who perished with
them. | offer my deep condolences to their
daughter, Marta, their granddaughter, to Presi-
dent Kaczynski’s brother, and to the people of
Poland. My district in Northeast Ohio is home
to several generations of Polish immigrants,
and we maintain strong ties to the country of
Poland. Those who lost their lives in tragedy
on April 10, 2010 shall be remembered in the
greater Cleveland area and around the world.

RECOGNIZING THE KENO MICRO-
FUND

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the Keno Micro-Fund
for its role in promoting financial literacy.

IN the State of Georgia 69,980 businesses
and non-businesses filed bankruptcy from July
1, 2008 through June 30, 2009. This makes
Georgia’s bankruptcy rate one of the highest
in the country.

The number of 18- to 24-year-olds declaring
bankruptcy continues to grow at an alarming
rate.

The average debt level for 2008 graduates
from Georgia colleges was over $17,000.

As the Nation recovers from one of the most
devastating financial downturns in more than
half a century, it is critical that we make a de-
termined effort to promote financial literacy
among America’s youth. To that end, | offer
my formal acknowledgement and deepest ap-
preciation for organizations in the State of
Georgia like the Keno Micro-Fund, which are
dedicated to fostering a deeper understanding
of financial principles and money management
among young people.
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HONORING THE GAY AND LESBIAN
ACTIVISTS ALLIANCE OF WARSH-
INGTON, DC (GLAA) ON ITS 39TH
ANNIVERSARY, AND THE RECIPI-
ENTS OF THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | ask the
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring America’s oldest, continuously oper-
ational gay and lesbian rights organization: the
Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance of Wash-
ington, DC, GLAA, on its 39th anniversary,
and the recipients of the Distinguished Service
Award.

Since its founding in April 1971, GLAA has
long been at the forefront of efforts to
strengthen enforcement of the landmark D.C.
Human Rights Act of 1977, and at the fore-
front of advocating for the gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgendered, GLBT, community.
GLAA played a key role in winning marriage
equality in the District, working with coalition
partners, DC officials and the wider public to
craft and implement a strategy for achieving a
strong, sustainable victory.

GLAA has fought to ensure that, GLBT, citi-
zens are treated fairly and respectfully by DC
agencies from the Metropolitan Police and
Fire/Emergency Medical Services Depart-
ments to the Department of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs, as well as the DC Public
Schools. GLAA has also participated in lob-
bying efforts against arbitrary federal restric-
tions on the District’s budget aimed at lesbians
and gay men.

On April 20, GLAA will hold its 39th anniver-
sary Reception honoring this year’s recipients
of its Distinguished Service Awards: Joan E.
Biren, Sean Bugg, Lou Chibbaro Jr., David
Mariner, Michael Crawford, Rev. Monique
Ellison, Brian K. Flowers, Mark Levine, Nick
McCoy, Brian Moore, Sultan Shakir, and the
DC Clergy United for Marriage Equality. The
recipients contributed toward GLAA’s effer-
vescent fight to receive equality for the gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered commu-
nity in the District of Columbia.

GLAA’s 39 year fight to secure inalienable
American rights for the GLBT residents of
Washington, DC is similar to the long struggle
for full voting representation in Congress for
U.S. citizens, living in our Nation’s capital, who
have served honorably in every American war,
including the current conflicts in Afghanistan
and Iraq, and are taxed without representa-
tion.

GLAA’s open and forthright advocacy sup-
ports GLBT soldiers, who have sworn to pro-
tect our country with their lives and must serve
in silence, without the open support of their
families and communities.

| ask this House to join me in congratulating
the Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance on its
39th Anniversary, and the recipients of the
Distinguished Service Award for their commit-
ment to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgendered community in Washington, DC.
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TRIBUTE TO CARL D. BOCCHICCHIO

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | would
like to call to your attention the work of an out-
standing individual, Carl D. Bocchicchio, who
is being recognized on the occasion of his re-
tirement from an accomplished 34-year law
enforcement career. It is only fitting that he be
honored in this, the permanent record of the
greatest democracy ever known, because he
is the embodiment of the patriotism that
makes our nation so great.

Carl was born in Brooklyn, NY, and was ac-
tive in the NYPD Police Athletic League. In
1972, while attending Midwood High School,
he began his journey in law enforcement as
an NYPD Auxiliary Police Officer in the 63rd
Precinct. While in college, he became a sea-
sonal U.S. park ranger at the Gateway Na-
tional Recreation Area. Later he served as a
park ranger at the Blue Ridge Parkway in
North Carolina and subsequently as a super-
visory law enforcement park ranger at the
Boston National Historical Park.

Along Carl's law enforcement journey he
joined the U.S. Customs Service as a customs
inspector on the Canadian border along New
York State. Carl was later assigned as a cus-
toms patrol officer to the Office of Investiga-
tions, Special Agent in Charge office located
in Newark, NJ. In 1984 he was selected and
promoted as a customs special agent as-
signed to the Resident Agent in Charge, Fort
Myers, FL, then became a customs agent in
Miami, FL. During his tenure in Miami, he was
assigned to open a U.S. Customs Service, Of-
fice of Internal Affairs, Resident Agent in
Charge (RAC) office in Northern Virginia. The
office was opened as a RAC Field Office serv-
icing Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, DC.
In 1989 he was selected to establish a U.S.
Customs Service, Office of Internal Affairs
(IA), Training Division at the Federal Law En-
forcement Training Center (FLETC), Bruns-
wick, GA. From Miami he would regularly trav-
el to FLETC to develop curriculum and instruct
and deploy Police Ethics and Integrity Training
programs to all U.S. customs special agents
and customs personnel stationed worldwide.

Always seeking to learn and grow, Carl at-
tended St. John’s University and College of
Staten Island earning a BS in Administration
of Criminal Justice. Carl served as a captain
with the Georgia Department of Defense, Na-
tional Guard Bureau, Georgia State Defense.
Force. He attended the U.S. Army War Col-
lege, Strategic Studies Institute, focusing on
National Security Policy and Strategy, and
earned a Graduate Certificate at the Institute
of World Politics focusing on Intelligence and
National Security Policy.

He is married to his wife Judy for 28 years
and they have two sons, Matthew, 21 years
old, and Christopher, 15 years old, and they
reside in Peachtree City, GA.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to being able to acknowledge great
Americans like Carl.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Carl’'s family and friends, all those
whose lives have been touched by him, and
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