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The Ninth District of Washington was hon-
ored to be represented by short track
speedskater John Robert “J.R.” Celski of Fed-
eral Way, Washington. Celski sustained a se-
vere injury during the Olympic Trials in which
his skate blade cut deeply into his left
quadriceps muscle, barely missing his artery,
only 5 months before the 2010 Olympic Winter
Games. Prior to his injury, he put up record
performances in U.S. competitions against
other world-class athletes.

Celski displayed an astonishing level of per-
severance when he overcame this adversity to
capture the bronze medal in the Men’s 1500m
and the Men’s 5000m Relay. J.R. Celski em-
bodied the spirit of this country with his re-
solve and determination.

Apolo Anton Ohno of Seattle, Washington,
was another inspirational athlete at the Olym-
pic Winter Games with ties to the Ninth District
of Washington. Both Ohno and Celski grew up
skating at Pattison’s West Skating Center in
Federal Way, Washington.

| am proud to represent a district that has
significantly contributed to the success of U.S.
speedskating. | ask my colleagues to please
join me in congratulating both Apolo Anton
Ohno and John Robert “J.R.” Celski for their
perseverance and determination to overcome
adversity and give historic performances in
short track speedskating at the 2010 Olympic
Winter Games.

—————

HONORING JOHN M. WILLIAMS,
JR., ON HIS DISTINGUISHED CA-
REER

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to praise and reflect
upon the career of an outstanding community
leader and a dear friend, John M. Williams, Jr.
| would also like to congratulate John on his
upcoming retirement.

John is the president of the Salt River
Project (SRP), the nation’s third-largest public
power utility and the largest supplier of water
to the greater Phoenix metropolitan area. John
serves as president of both the Salt River Val-
ley Water Users’ Association, the water dis-
tribution side of the company, and the Salt
River Project Agricultural Improvement and
Power District, the electricity-generating side
of the company. He began serving on the
SRP council in 1964 and has served 28 years
with SRP, including 12 years as vice presi-
dent. He was elected SRP’s 16th president in
2007.

During his tenure as president, John signed
the largest-ever Indian water rights settlement;
helped SRP expand its sustainable-energy
portfolio to approximately seven percent of the
total energy generated, including partnering on
the state’s first commercial wind farm; and
presided over a far-reaching settlement that
will help ensure the future sustainability of Ari-
zona’s Verde River.

John is a member of the Groundwater
Users’ Advisory Council, the American Public
Power Association, the National Water Re-
sources Association, the Colorado River Water
Users’ Association and the Cowman’s Club. In
addition, President George W. Bush appointed
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him to the National Infrastructure Advisory
Council in 2008.

An Arizona native, John is active in numer-
ous community-based efforts, including serv-
ing on the board of the Farmers Gin and as
a committee member of the Maricopa County
Farm Services Administration. He has been in-
volved in many other community activities in
the Laveen area. John, who owns John M.
Williams Farms in Laveen, lives in the West
Valley with his wife, Dawnetta.

| have been fortunate to have John as a
friend for many years. | first became familiar
with John’s trademark black cowboy hat when
he came to visit my office in Washington, DC.
Since that time, | have seen him wear that
same black cowboy hat twice a year at Co-
rona Ranch, where we have enjoyed the
music and good company together.

Madam speaker, | am honored to recognize
the leadership of John Williams and the friend-
ship he has given me and my family.

—

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PINE FORGE ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Pine Forge Athletic Asso-
ciation as it celebrates 40 years of providing
and promoting baseball and softball for the
youth in the Boyertown Area School District
and neighboring communities.

The Association formed as a result of the vi-
sion and leadership of Merle Harner and Rob-
ert “Skip” Trainer, who wanted to create more
opportunities for participating in youth sports.
The Association has thrived since its first team
began practicing and playing on a single,
small field at Pine Forge Elementary School
four decades ago. Today, more than 400 boys
and girls play on more than 30 teams that
have access to as many as 15 fields faithfully
maintained by the Association.

While many things have changed since
1970, the Association remains committed to
the core principles of teaching the fundamen-
tals of the game, promoting good sportsman-
ship and helping youth learn the importance of
team work, perseverance and hard work. The
Association’s tremendous success was made
possible thanks to dedicated volunteers who
generously give countless hours each year to
serve as coaches, umpires, league officials
and in various other roles.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me today in congratulating the Pine Forge
Athletic Association as it commemorates this
very special milestone and offering best wish-
es for continued success in enriching the lives
of our youth and strengthening the bonds with-
in our community.

———

TRIBUTE TO BILL AND MAURA
SCULLY

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | would
like to call to your attention the work of two
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outstanding individuals, Bill and Maura Scully,
who are being honored by the Frank McGov-
ern Association on Sunday, April 18, 2010, for
their lifetime of friendship and service.

It is only fitting that they be honored in this,
the permanent record of the greatest democ-
racy ever known, for they have brought joy
and comfort to many others through their dedi-
cation to community service and the preserva-
tion of Irish-American culture.

Bill was born August 14, 1937, in
Glenamaddy, Co. Galway. His family moved to
Middleton, Co. Cork, in 1950 when he was 13
years old. He is a product of the C.B.S. where
he learned his skills of Human Interaction. Bill
came to America on February 14, 1958, and
started work as a waiter in McGovern’s. Bill
has one brother, Edward and one sister,
Breda. Maura McGovern was born in
Kinawley, Co. Fermanagh. Her family moved
to Swanlinbar, Co. Cavan, where she attended
the National School. She came to America in
April 1955. Maura is the oldest of seven chil-
dren. She has two brothers, Eamon and
Freddie, and four sisters, Geraldine, Theresa,
Patricia and Carmel. Bill and Maura are the
proud aunt and uncle of many nieces and
nephews.

Bill worked for Prudential in Newark before
marrying Maura on May 6, 1961. The U.S.
Army called him into service in August of that
year and he headed to Hawaii, where he was
stationed for the next 18 months. When he
was discharged he went to work for Crown
Furs.

Upon his retirement, Frank McGovern of-
fered Bill and Maura the tavern and on July
10, 1968, they became the proud owners of
the most popular Irish Tavern on the East
Coast of the U.S. In April 2001 they turned the
reins over to Patrick and Sean McGovern and
young Mike Nagle. The boys have made the
Scullys proud by “Keeping the Tradition
Alive.”

The Scullys have long worked to help keep
their community strong and to keep alive Irish-
American culture. Bill has been honored by
many organizations such as the Independent
Irish, the Peter Smith School of Irish Dancing,
The Giblin Association, The Cryan Associa-
tion, The Shillelagh Club, The Irish American
Association of the Oranges, Project Children,
the Emerald Society, the F.O.P. Local #12,
and the Sheriff's Department P.B.A. Maura
was honored as the Deputy Grand Marshal of
the Newark Saint Patrick's Day Parade in
1971.

Throughout their lives, Bill and Maura have
not only given much of their own time and en-
ergy to community efforts, but have also in-
spired others through the example they set.
Bill and Maura are the Standard Bearers of
the Frank McGovern Association and mem-
bers of many civic, social and charitable orga-
nizations. They welcome this tribute and thank
everyone for all the love and support over the
last 50 years. It's their sincere wish for Peace
with Justice for all the people of Ireland, both
North and South.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to learning about and recognizing
individuals like Bill and Maura Scully.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, the Scullys’ family and friends, the
members of the Frank McGovern Association,
everyone who has enjoyed a visit to McGov-
ern’s, and me in recognizing the contributions
of Bill and Maura Scully.
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
MICHAEL P. SOKOLOWSKI

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of Michael P.
Sokolowski as he is named the recipient of the
2010 Cleveland Society of Poles “Good Joe”
Polish Heritage Award.

Mr. Sokolowski was born the youngest of
three children in Cleveland to parents Bernard
and Marion Sokolowski. He graduated from
Cleveland Central Catholic High School in
1979. In 1983, he graduated from Otterbein
College where he earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Communications. After college, Mr.
Sokolowski joined his sister Marylou and
brother Bernie in running the family busi-
ness—Sokolowski’'s  University  Inn.  Mr.
Sokolowski and his siblings are the third gen-
eration at the Inn, which was established in
1923. The Inn is a Cleveland landmark and
has been featured several times on local TV,
radio and the Food Network.

In addition to running the family business,
Mr. Sokolowski is active in the community. He
is a 20-year member of the Cleveland Society
of Poles where he has volunteered as trustee,
vice-president and president. He is a life-long
parishioner at St. John Cantius Church where
he sings and plays percussion in the choir. He
also continues to support his alma mater,
Cleveland Central Catholic. In 2004, he was
awarded the Cleveland Central Catholic Alum-
ni of the Year Award and for the past ten
years he has served as coach for their football
and baseball teams. Above all, Mr. Sokolowski
is a dedicated husband, father and grand-
father.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and recognition of Michael P.
Sokolowski, whose service to community and
whose dedication to his Polish heritage con-
tinues to make a difference throughout our
community.

———

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT SEAN
DURKIN, U.S. ARMY

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, there are many heroes from Colorado who
have fought, and continue to fight, in the Glob-
al War on Terror. Today, | rise to pay tribute
to one hero in particular: Army Sergeant Sean
Durkin of Aurora, Colorado.

On March 27, 2010, Sergeant Sean Durkin
and his fellow soldiers were on a mission near
Forward Operating Base Wilson in Afghani-
stan, when their convoy was struck by an ex-
plosive device. Sergeant Sean Durkin and two
other brave soldiers exited the vehicle to re-
spond to the blast, but were all injured when
a second improvised explosive device went
off. Sergeant Sean Durkin was gravely wound-
ed and ultimately succumbed to his injuries
while recuperating at Walter Reed Army Med-
ical Center.

In 2004, Sergeant Sean Durkin graduated
from Eaglecrest High School in Centennial,
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Colorado and later attended Denver Auto Die-
sel College before enlisting in the United
States Army in 2006. He is remembered as a
fine young man who had always dreamed of
becoming a soldier, and was also passionate
about working on automobiles.

During his military service, Sergeant Sean
Durkin was the recipient of numerous awards
and qualifications, including the Expert Infantry
Badge, Parachutist Badge and the Driver Me-
chanic Badge. Attached to the 1st Battalion,
12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team of the 4th Infantry Division, he was also
a veteran of Operation Iragi Freedom.

Sergeant Sean Durkin is a shining example
of Army service and sacrifice. As a former
member of the Army and retired Marine, my
deepest sympathies go out to his family and to
all who knew him.

————

CONGRATULATING THE NATIONAL
DRUG ABUSE TREATMENT CLIN-
ICAL TRIALS NETWORK AT IN-
STITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE, CEN-
TERS OF THE NATIONAL INSTI-
TUTES OF HEALTH ON 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, |, along
with my colleagues Representative JOHN SuL-
LIVAN, Representative MARY BONO MACK, and
Representative CAROL SHEA-PORTER, rise
today to congratulate the National Drug Abuse
Treatment Clinical Trials Network at Institute
on Drug Abuse (NIDA), Centers of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) on their tenth
anniversary. Ten years ago, the National Insti-
tute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), one of the 27 In-
stitutes and Centers of the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) embarked upon a bold initia-
tive by creating the National Drug Abuse
Treatment Clinical Trials Network (CTN) to ac-
celerate the process of transforming research
findings into proven treatments for use in com-
munity practice settings. The CTN focuses di-
rectly on studies that can demonstrate the ef-
fectiveness of treatments for people whose
lives are affected by drug abuse in commu-
nities and neighborhoods nationwide.

The CTN established an egalitarian,
bidirectional relationship between the research
scientists and the community treatment pro-
grams. The challenge, which was successfully
addressed by NIDA’s CTN, was to collaborate
with community treatment programs to design
and execute rigorous scientific studies that
yield accurate and reliable information that can
be transferred into the treatment practices of
the drug treatment community. In 2010, there
are over 240 such treatment sites, in 35 states
and Puerto Rico, partnering with 16 distin-
guished academic research centers working
together to produce important research find-
ings.

By blending the skills of researchers and ex-
perts in treatment practice, the CTN, working
with counterparts in NIDA, other Institutes of
the NIH, and the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), is
working to accelerate the process that moves
effective science-based treatment findings into
our nation’s drug treatment communities. The
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leadership of NIDA and the CTN are com-
mitted to accelerating the pace by which sci-
entific evidence changes treatment practice.

The first cooperative agreements to carry
out treatment research studies were awarded
in October 1999. In just 10 short but highly
productive years, the CTN enrolled more than
11,400 drug abusing patients in 25 protocols
and 18 sub-studies as well as 5 secondary
analyses arising from the primary protocols.
These protocols have produced significant
findings about medications, behavioral inter-
ventions and other important aspects of drug
treatment, including methods to keep patients
in treatment longer and drug-free. Clinical
trials on HIV in the vulnerable drug user popu-
lation, including rapid testing for HIV infection
are also high priorities of the CTN.

The outgrowth of this prolific research has
been remarkable. Results have been included
in the publication of 96 papers in peer re-
viewed journals and seven Blending Con-
ferences at which a total of 5,500 treatment
providers have learned about cutting edge re-
search findings from the CTN and other re-
search programs supported by NIDA. The
CTN work has also led to the establishment of
a dissemination library that is available at no
charge to the public, containing important find-
ings and resource documents of the CTN and
which has been accessed more than 35,000
times in the past 3.5 years. Additionally, re-
search data from 21 CTN studies has been
publicly posted in an effort to expedite the
transfer of research results into knowledge,
products and procedures to improve the public
health. Most importantly, the treatment pro-
viders of the CTN and their scientific partners
have become an army of change agents in
their states and regions to advocate for the
adoption of treatment interventions based
upon proven, scientific evidence.

Madam Speaker, we congratulate the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse and its Clinical
Trials Network on its important accomplish-
ments over the past 10 years. Their work has
lessened the suffering of many, and as Co-
chairs and Vice Co-chairs of the Addiction,
Treatment and Recovery Caucus, we look for-
ward to continuing to work with NIDA and
even greater achievements of the CTN the
years to come.

———

IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF LECH
ALEKSANDER KACZYNSKI,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF POLAND, AND HIS WIFE,
MARIA KACZYNSKI, FIRST LADY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and memory of Lech
Aleksander Kaczynski, President of the Re-
public of Poland, and his wife, Maria
Kaczynski, First Lady of the Republic of Po-
land and a respected economist. President
Kaczynski, his wife, and 95 others died sud-
denly and tragically in a plane crash while at-
tempting to land at Smolensk-North airport in
Russia on April 10, 2010.

President Kaczynski's legacy reflects his
lifelong dedication to freedom for the people of
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