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benefits and not the unemployment rate are
reason behind extended and increased unem-
ployment.

Mr. Speaker, we can do better than this.
What unemployed workers really want are
jobs and paychecks. We need to start over
and do the things that really help create jobs
for unemployed workers. That means repeal-
ing Democrats’ government health care take-
over law and scrapping their energy tax hike
plans. It means extending expiring tax cuts on
businesses and individuals and ending waste-
ful stimulus spending. And it means commit-
ting to not increase any tax until the economy
has fully recovered.

HONORING RYAN A. FOLTZ

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Ryan A. Foltz, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1433, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Ryan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Ryan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Ryan A. Foltz for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING MARY ALICE
ECKSTROM FOR HER DEVOTION
TO HELPING OTHERS

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to praise and reflect
upon the life and career of an outstanding
community leader and dear friend, Mary Alice
Eckstrom.

Mary Alice Eckstrom was born in Tucson,
Arizona on October 29, 1946. Throughout her
lifetime she always made herself available to
help others, especially the less fortunate. She
did all of this very quietly, never seeking per-
sonal praise or recognition. It was her abiding
faith in God, her devotion to Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, and her dedication to St. Therese the
Little Flower, which enabled her to effectively
serve others.

Alice selflessly gave her time, talents, and
resources to the community. She served for
20 years, including seven terms as President,
with the League of Mexican American Women,
which provided $2 million in postsecondary
educational scholarships. She served the Dio-
cese of Tucson for ten years, at St. Ambrose
School, also serving on the School Board. She
served on the Board of Catholic Community
Services of Southern Arizona, and as a volun-
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teer for the Pio Decimo Center. In February
2010, LULAC and the NAACP honored her
with the Rosa Parks Lifetime Community Ad-
vocacy Award.

Within her family, Alice was the solid foun-
dation from which her two children acquired
and developed their individual knowledge,
skills and talents. She was the main driving
force in making sure that each of them were
carefully nurtured and trained to become sus-
taining and contributing community members.
She always provided a special guiding hand
focusing on how to live proper and acceptable
lives. To her children and all that knew her,
Alice was an exceptional mother, teacher,
mentor, confidant, and friend.

For more than a year, Alice waged a valiant
battle to overcome Lymphoma. Fighting can-
cer was nothing new to her, which she had
done in 1985, when stricken with Breast Can-
cer. [After a year of chemotherapy and radi-
ation, her cancer was in remission for 23
years and she lived every day of her life to the
fullest.] In October 2008, to celebrate another
annual survival milestone, she led a grass-
roots fundraising effort in support of Susan G.
Komen for the Cure Foundation, by success-
fully raising $2,500 in $5 contributions. One
month later, after a routine chest x-ray, she
was diagnosed with Lymphoma. She received
chemotherapy treatments for more than a year
and underwent a bone marrow transplant.
During each of these aggressive medical treat-
ments, she never complained, but was always
sustained by her strong faith. She possessed
an amazing spirit of survival, and always
maintained an ever-present and radiant smile.
She was hospitalized for several weeks before
Christmas, but this did not prevent her from
helping others. As she had done for 37 years,
Alice helped raise needed funds so that 6,000
disadvantaged children could receive a new
toy at Christmas.

On March 29, 2010, surrounded by her lov-
ing family, Alice left our earthly presence to
begin her promised journey of eternal life. On
“Holy Thursday,” Rites of a Christian Burial
were celebrated at Saint Augustine Cathedral.
Her celebration of life was attended by more
than 1,200 mourners, and it was led by the
most Reverend Gerald F. Kicanas, Bishop of
Tucson, Father James Hobert, Father Patrick
Crino and Deacon Oscar Bueno. She was eu-
logized by her daughter Jennifer and son Dan-
iel, who shared many lifetime memories and
remembrances. A special honor guard and es-
cort were provided by the Pima County Sher-
iff's Department and the South Tucson Police
Department led the funeral procession to Holy
Hope Cemetery, her final resting place.

Alice is survived by Dan Eckstrom, her hus-
band of more than 37 years, a retired Chair-
man of the Pima County Board of Supervisors
and Mayor of the City of South Tucson; her
devoted children-daughter Jennifer Eckstrom,
who serves as Mayor of the City of South Tuc-
son and son Daniel William Eckstrom IlI, a
Staff Assistant for U.S. Congressman Ed Pas-
tor. She is also survived by her mother Felicita
Rosales, her sisters Jenny and Grace; and her
brothers Rudy, Robert, Julian and Louis. She
is predeceased by her father Louis Rosales,
her sister Anita Rosales and her beloved
niece, Melissa Dian Gomez.

In keeping with her commitment to serving
the less fortunate portion of our population, Al-
ice’s family, friends and supporters are con-
tinuing her legacy by establishing a memorial
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fund that will provide scholarships for deserv-
ing students attending Pima Community Col-
lege-Desert Vista Campus.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
the leadership of Mary Alice Eckstrom and the
friendship she has given me and my family.

———

RECOGNITION OF WORLD MALARIA
DAY

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the importance of World Malaria
Day.

While anyone exposed to a malaria-causing
parasite can be afflicted with the disease,
pregnant women and children are malaria’s
most frequent victims.

Over ten percent of global maternal deaths
are caused by malaria. Pregnant women are
highly susceptible to malaria because their
bodies’ natural defense mechanisms are re-
duced during pregnancy. In these women, ma-
laria causes high rates of miscarriage and se-
vere anemia. Furthermore, malaria can cause
low birth weight among newborn infants—a
leading risk factor for infant mortality and im-
paired growth and development.

Malaria kills a child somewhere in the world
every 30 seconds. In parts of the world where
malaria is endemic, children are exposed re-
peatedly to the parasite, which is transmitted
by mosquitoes. Although malaria is both pre-
ventable and treatable, if ineffective medicines
are given or if treatment is delayed, the num-
ber of parasites in a child’s body continues to
increase. In these children, the disease can
progress to a severe stage that is fatal in the
majority of cases.

| have long been a supporter of U.S. pro-
grams to promote maternal and child health
overseas, and malaria programming is a key
aspect of that. We have proven, effective tools
to prevent and treat malaria. But more must
be done. | urge my colleagues to join me in
support of scaled-up deployment of these
tools to reduce soaring child and maternal
mortality rates in the developing world.

——

HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF
CONNECTICUT WOMEN’S BASKET-
BALL TEAM ON THEIR SECOND
CONSECUTIVE PERFECT SEASON

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, | rise with
enormous pride to congratulate the UConn
women’s basketball team on a season of un-
precedented athletic achievement. Under
Coach Geno Auriemma, the Huskies not only
won their second consecutive NCAA title this
month, they concluded their second consecu-
tive perfect season.

In fact, the Huskies have now won 78
straight games in a row—only ten below the
record set in men’s basketball by the teams
under UCLA’s John Wooden in the 1970's—
and have won every single one of them, with
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the exception of their gritty 53—47 title defense
against Stanford, by double digits. In so doing,
the University of Connecticut Women'’s team
has eclipsed the previous record of 70 wins in
a row, held by the Huskies since 2003.

Winning 78 games in a row in any sport is
no small feat, and it takes more than talent to
accomplish. Such a record takes persever-
ance, sacrifice, and a commitment to the team
ideal, and the women of UConn have shown
each in surpassing measure.

These young athletes are not role models to
generations of women because they are win-
ners—they are winners because they are role
models. They have shown that, through hard
work and dedication to a common goal, any-
thing is possible. | congratulate them on two
years of amazing victories, and | look forward
to seeing them in action again next season.

HONORING PIEDAD AYALA

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Piedad Ayala upon re-
ceiving the “Member of the Year Award” by
the Central California Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce. Mr. Ayala will be honored at the
twenty-sixth annual State of the Hispanic
Chamber Gala to be held on Friday, March
12, 2010 in Fresno, California.

Mr. Piedad Ayala has worked with the Cen-
tral California Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
through his businesses and his newly formed
organization, Water for All. Since 1976, Mr.
Ayala has been working with the agriculture
community and is currently the CEO of Ayala
Enterprises, Ayala Corporation, Ayala Farm
Inc. specializing in farm management, farm
labor, agricultural farming and livestock. He is
also the CEO of Big Daddy Portable Toilets
Inc. and Azteca Furniture:

With a great passion for the farmers of the
Central San Joaquin Valley, Mr. Ayala has al-
ways been involved with promoting legislation
to support the area. Recently, Mr. Ayala cre-
ated “Water for All”, an organization that sup-
ports the development of additional water re-
sources in California. With Mr. Ayala’s strong
leadership and partnership with the California
Latino Water Coalition, the Central California
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and the
Fresno County Farm Bureau, he has assisted
in organizing multiple water rallies, including
the March for Water held in 2009.

Mr. Ayala is a great supporter of business
and education. Through his various busi-
nesses and the organizations that he works
with, he has become a well known community
activist, particularly in regard to water.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Piedad Ayala upon being
awarded the “Member of the Year Award.” |
invite my colleagues to join me in wishing Mr.
Ayala many years of continued success.
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CONGRATULATING BEVERLY
HISCOX, HONOREE OF THE
WILKES UNIVERSITY ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION AND ITS SCHOLAR-
SHIP FUND

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute
to Beverly Blakeslee Hiscox, who is being
honored by the Wilkes University Alumni As-
sociation and its Scholarship Fund for extraor-
dinary service over many years.

Born in Hanover Township in 1932, Beverly
graduated from E. L. Meyers High School in
Wilkes-Barre and attended Wilkes College.

Mrs. Hiscox has served Wilkes University in
many roles including as president of the Alum-
ni Association, member of the Board of Trust-
ees, an active member of the Advisory Board
of the Creative Writing Program, and she con-
tinues as Trustee Emerita.

Her dedication to the Wilkes-Barre commu-
nity does not stop with Wilkes University. Her
commitments over the years have included 20
years as a member of the Wilkes-Barre Gen-
eral Hospital Auxiliary, an early organizer of
the Lawyers’ Wives, and as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Wilkes-Barre YMCA.

She has been involved with the North-
eastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic since its
inception in 1972, serving on its Board of Di-
rectors and as president of the Board. She is
also a member of the Westmoreland Club.

Ordained as an elder of the First Pres-
byterian Church in Wilkes-Barre, she was also
active in the Women’s Association of the
church for many years. She has served on the
Session of the First Presbyterian Church in
Wilkes-Bane as an elder.

Mrs. Hiscox married attorney Harry Hiscox
in 1956. They had five children: David, a law-
yer in practice with his father; Richard, a fam-
ily practice physician; Steven, president and
CEO of Automotive Training Center, the top
professional institution of its kind in the nation;
Susan, a school psychologist in New York and
Carol, an elementary school teacher in Wilkes-
Barre.

Mr. and Mrs. Hiscox also have 10 grand-
children.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Mrs. Hiscox on this auspicious oc-
casion. Her exemplary community service is
inspirational and has earned her widespread

respect and admiration throughout north-
eastern Pennsylvania.
——
HONORING CAPTAIN ROBERT R.
O’BRIEN

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor CAPT Robert R. O’Brien, Com-
mander of the United States Coast Guard
Sector New York. On April 6th of this year
Captain O’Brien celebrated the anniversary of
his enlistment in the Coast Guard in 1970.
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During Captain O’Brien’s 40 consecutive years
of brave service he rose from an enlisted
member to commander of the Coast Guard’s
largest operations unit.

Captain O’Brien enlisted in the Coast Guard
in 1970 at the rank of seaman apprentice. In
1976 he was assigned as Officer-in-Charge of
the USCGC Blackberry at Oak Island, North
Carolina. In 1978 he was assigned to St. Si-
mon’s Island, Georgia, and then in 1979 he
was promoted again to Chief Boatswain’s
Mate on the largest Aids to Navigation Team
in the Atlantic Area. In 1980 he was named
Chief Warrant Officer of the Aids to Navigation
Team on the Long Island Sound.

In 1983 Captain O’Brien continued his ac-
celerated rise through the ranks, receiving his
commission as a Lieutenant. Over the next
several years he was assigned to various
posts around the country including the Marine
Safety Office in Galveston, Texas; Supervisor
of the Marine Safety Detachment in Marietta,
Ohio; the Marine Safety Office in Detroit,
Michigan; the Fifth Coast Guard District Office
in Portsmouth, Virginia, and the Marine Safety
Office in Hampton Roads, Virginia. In 1999
Captain O'Brien was promoted to Com-
manding Officer of the Marine Safety Office in
Memphis, Tennessee. In 2002 he left for
Washington, DC, to serve as the Coast Guard
Liaison to Navy’s Military Sealift Command
where he participated as an advisor in weekly
senior staff meetings at Coast Guard head-
quarters. In 2003 he was promptly promoted
again to Captain and assumed command of
the Marine Safety Office in Hampton Roads.
In July 2005 he was promoted one final time
to his current position as Commander of the
Sector Hampton Roads.

His rise from an enlisted service member at
the lowest rank to his senior position is an in-
creasingly rare and difficult feat in the United
States armed services. Throughout his career
Captain O’Brien has been recognized for his
excellent service, receiving the Meritorious
Service Medal, the Coast Guard Commenda-
tion Medal, the Coast Guard Achievement
Medal, the Coast Guard Commandant’s Letter
of Commendation Ribbon, and three Coast
Guard Good Conduct Medals. Captain
O’Brien’s dedication to service is an example
for all Americans.

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope my col-
leagues will join me in honoring CAPT Robert
O’Brien for his brave service to our country, as
well as congratulate him for completing his
40th consecutive year in the United States
Coast Guard, and wish him the best as Cap-
tain O’Brien will begin in October of this year
a most well-deserved retirement.

——

HONORING OLYMPIC SPEED-
SKATERS JOHN ROBERT ‘“J.R.”
CELSKI AND APOLO ANTON
OHNO

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
this years Olympic Winter Games in Van-
couver were an incredible display of America’s
finest athletes representing our country. It is
my great privilege to commend two of these
athletes from the great State of Washington.
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