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during this recession were much greater for 
men than women, women have fared worse 
than men in recent months. And this has had 
real consequences for women’s health care 
coverage: in the last 6 months, the number of 
women losing health insurance benefits due to 
their own job losses has increased by nearly 
50 percent. Over one quarter, 28 percent of 
women ages 19–24 have no health insurance 
at all. Part of that number is likely explained 
by the economic challenges facing young 
women. Young women have been hit hard in 
the recession, facing an unemployment rate of 
13.1 percent, significantly higher than the na-
tional rate of 9.7 percent, and making it less 
likely that they will have job-based coverage. 
Health care reform will help us to overcome 
inequities at the center of the current sys-
tem—where women pay more than men for 
the same coverage, or even, where women 
who are not smokers pay more for coverage 
than men who are smokers. My report and the 
reality is that the current health care system is 
serving women poorly, the recession has 
made the situation worse, and now more than 
ever, we need health care reform. 

I have been a strong supporter of the public 
option and voted for the House bill in large 
part because it contained a public option. I be-
lieved then and I believe now that a public in-
surance option will increase competition and 
reform our current system. Every day, 14,000 
Americans lose their health care coverage. A 
public option would have brought down costs 
and expanded access. Unfortunately, the Sen-
ate was unable to pass a bill with a public op-
tion, though many Senators supported the pro-
vision. While I am disappointed that the final 
bill that will go to the President for signature 
will not include it, I feel confident that the end 
product will achieve the goals of covering the 
vast majority of Americans, reduce health care 
costs, and reduce our deficit by trillions of dol-
lars. 

Madam Speaker, it is clear that the Senate 
bill had flaws and as passed was not as good 
of a bill for the State of New York as it should 
have been. If I was just casting one vote 
today, it would be a no vote on this bill. How-
ever, we are being given the opportunity to fix 
and improve the Senate bill with the upcoming 
reconciliation bill which is why I am able to 
vote in favor of this bill. With this vote, I am 
voting in favor of helping Americans gain af-
fordable, quality health care they both need 
and deserve, I am voting in favor of dramati-
cally reducing the Federal deficit by $143 bil-
lion in the first 10 years, and I am voting in 
favor of improving coverage by removing deni-
als of coverage based on preexisting condi-
tions or gender. I am voting in favor of a 
strong and healthy future for all Americans 
and for our great country. 
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EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO THE 
PEOPLE OF POLAND 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I stand 
here today to join my Polish American con-
stituents, the Polish nation, and the world in 
mourning those who perished in this week-
end’s tragic plane crash. 

The crash that killed President Lech 
Kaczynski of Poland, First Lady Maria 
Kaczynski, and many ranking military and civil-
ian officers was aptly described by one paper 
as ‘‘literally, a nation colliding with its past.’’ 
The 97 aboard the plane were traveling to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 
Katyn massacre in Western Russia. Shrouded 
in secrecy, the events that took place in Katyn 
had long been concealed or denied. These 
events included a massacre of 20,000 Polish 
prisoners of war, killed and discarded in un-
marked graves by Soviet secret police in 
1940. But, many anticipated that the com-
memorative events scheduled to take place for 
the anniversary would be a positive step for-
ward, a warming between countries. 

One of my constituents, Wojciech Seweryn, 
no doubt held a wish for such a reception, and 
was aboard the plane on his way to partici-
pate. A Polish artist and influential member of 
Chicago’s Polish community, Mr. Seweryn’s 
father died at Katyn and Seweryn himself 
spearheaded the construction of a memorial to 
the event at a cemetery in Niles, Illinois. 
Seweryn was on hand last year when the 
monument was dedicated, as he was at many 
important events in the Chicago area’s strong 
Polish community. Poles in Chicago make up 
the largest ethnically Polish population of any 
city outside of Poland, second only to War-
saw, the capital of Poland. The Polish Amer-
ican community will undoubtedly struggle to fill 
the void left by Mr. Seweryn and all those lost 
a few short days ago. 

This loss of Polish leadership included a 
President hailed as a distinguished leader 
dedicated to advancing the ideals of democ-
racy and freedom. President Kaczynski sup-
ported democracy movements in Ukraine and 
Georgia. He tirelessly advocated for shedding 
light on painful moments in Poland’s past. It is 
therefore incredibly sad that his life, and the 
lives of so many other distinguished leaders, 
were claimed in the dark forest outside Smo-
lensk, Russia, this past weekend. 

Poland is a true friend and ally of the United 
States. Our two nations just recently cele-
brated 90 years of diplomatic relations. The 
contributions of Polish Americans to the 
United States are numerous. From the families 
who lost loved ones in the plane crash, to the 
nation of Poland, to Chicago’s own shaken 
Polish American community, this loss will be 
felt around the world for years to come. We 
will stand with our friends as they find the re-
silience to emerge stronger, as they have be-
fore, following this unimaginable tragedy. As 
Adam Michnik, an intellectual imprisoned six 
times by the former puppet-Soviet Communist 
rulers, said: ‘‘. . . in my sadness I am opti-
mistic because Putin’s strong and wise dec-
laration has opened a new phase in Polish- 
Russian relations, and because we Poles are 
showing we can be responsible and stable.’’ I 
look forward to Poland’s recovery, and re-
emergence as a country that can, and will, 
overcome. 
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HONORING DR. BENJAMIN L. 
HOOKS 

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. FUDGE. Madam Speaker, this morning, 
Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks—civil rights leader, 

minister, scholar, and attorney—passed away. 
With great sorrow, I extend my condolences 
and sympathy to his family and friends. 

Dr. Hooks was a champion of minorities and 
the poor, who raised the stature of the Na-
tional Association of the Advancement of Col-
ored People in his 15 years as executive di-
rector (1977–1992). He repositioned the orga-
nization to increase its national prominence 
and added thousands of new members. 

A staunch advocate of self-help among the 
Black community, who urged wealthy and mid-
dle-class Blacks to give time and resources to 
those less fortunate, Dr. Hooks once stated, 
‘‘It’s time today to bring it out of the closet. No 
longer can we proffer polite, explicable, rea-
sons why Black America cannot do more for 
itself. I’m calling for a moratorium on excuses. 
I challenge Black America today, all of us, to 
set aside our alibis.’’ His challenge powerfully 
resonated throughout the NAACP and, in turn, 
impacted the Black community. 

Throughout his life, Dr. Hooks continued his 
advocacy and focused on opening channels of 
dialogue among all races and classes in 
America. Upon retirement he served as a pro-
fessor and later returned to preaching. 

In honor of a man who dedicated his life to 
the service of others, I encourage each of us 
to remember Dr. Benjamin Hooks great con-
tributions to our Nation. 
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MIDDLE CLASS TAX RELIEF 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, it has been a 
little over a year since this Congress ap-
proved, and the President signed into law the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

As we are set to finish tax season this 
week, the Middle Class is continuing to see 
the positive impacts from this bill and other 
significant pieces of legislation. 

95 percent of families have already received 
immediate and sustained tax relief with the 
Making Work Pay Tax Cut. 

First-time homebuyers were able to take ad-
vantage of significant tax benefits—benefits 
that have now been increased and expanded. 

The Recovery Act also provided up to 
$2,500 in tax credits to help 4 million students 
go to college. 

We have also provided tremendous relief to 
small businesses struggling to stay afloat in 
these tough economic times. 

The Recovery Act cut the capital gains tax 
on investors who buy and hold small business 
stock over 5 years which incentivizes invest-
ments in America’s small businesses. 

We also offered tax credits to companies 
that hire recently discharged and unemployed 
veterans and young adults who are having 
trouble finding work. 

This relief wasn’t limited to the Recovery 
Act. 

Last month, we passed the most sweeping 
healthcare reform package since the 1960s. 

This provides 40 million families with in-
comes up to $88,000 with tax credits to help 
pay for healthcare. 

It also provides $40 billion in tax credits for 
4 million American small businesses. 
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Continuing along this path, the HIRE Act 

was signed into law, strengthening small busi-
nesses with tax credits and write offs allowing 
them to expand and increase employment. 

I am committed to continuing to support 
measures like these that put the American 
people first. 

I am confident that if we continue to put the 
American people first instead of relying on 
partisan talking points, we will continue to re-
cover. 

f 

GRATITUDE FOR THE SERVICE OF 
STACEY DANSKY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, Judiciary 
Committee Ranking Member LAMAR SMITH and 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
one of the most dedicated and productive 
members of the Judiciary Committee staff for 
her service to the House, the Judiciary Com-
mittee’s Chief Copyright Counsel, Stacey 
Dansky. For 8 years she has worked ably and 
diligently for the Judiciary Committee and we 
commend her for her achievements. 

After graduating magna cum laude and Phi 
Beta Kappa from Vanderbilt University, Stacey 
earned her law degree with honors from the 
University of Texas School of Law, where she 
served as the Chief Notes Editor for the Texas 
Law Review. She clerked for U.S. District 
Court Judge Lee H. Rosenthal in Houston and 
later practiced law with the Washington firm of 
Williams & Connolly. 

With the Judiciary Committee, Stacey has 
worked on a host of issues of national signifi-
cance—principally in intellectual property pol-
icy, antitrust law, civil liberties and women’s 
rights. Stacey’s efforts proved critical to the 
enactment of the Violence Against Women Act 
of 2005, and she was instrumental in the 
House’s overwhelming passage of the Free 
Flow of Information Act in 2007. From 2002 
through 2008, Stacey served as the Chief 
Antitrust Counsel to the Democratic Members 
of the Committee. She helped coordinate the 
Committee’s consideration of corporate merg-
ers like those of XM-Sirius and Delta and 
Northwest Airlines, drafted legislation and or-
ganized hearings on net neutrality and tele-
communications issues, and led the Commit-
tee’s oversight efforts involving particular in-
dustries, including the oil and the credit card 
industries. 

As the Committee’s Chief Copyright Coun-
sel, Stacey worked tirelessly on efforts to curb 
digital piracy, negotiate orphan works legisla-
tion, protect copyright in research publications 
and made invaluable contributions to the en-
actment of the Prioritizing Resources and Or-
ganization for Intellectual Property (PRO–IP) 
Act of 2008. She has deftly and expertly led 
the Committee’s negotiations to extend and to 
update the satellite and cable compulsory li-
censes; as she has efforts to establish a full 
public performance right for sound recordings, 
set forth in H.R. 848, the ‘‘Performance Rights 
Act.’’ 

On behalf of the Judiciary Committee, its 
staff, and this distinguished body, we would 
like to thank Stacey for her commitment to the 
Committee and her exemplary work. Her hu-

mility, generosity, sense of humor and profes-
sionalism will be sorely missed. She has 
served as a cherished advisor to the Commit-
tee’s members and as a colleague, mentor 
and friend to many present and former Com-
mittee staff members. We wish her the best of 
luck and extend to her our deepest gratitude. 
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RECOGNIZING THE U.S. 
COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the strong and lasting rela-
tionship between the United States and Israel. 
For six decades, the U.S. and Israel have sus-
tained an abiding commitment to each other 
based on shared principles and common 
goals. We believe strongly in Israel’s commit-
ment to peace and security in the region and 
recognize that Israel has taken great risks to-
ward peace and deserves the right to self-de-
fense. 

The United States stands resolutely beside 
Israel against the threat of attack, by publicly 
supporting Israel’s right to self-defense, prom-
ising security assistance, and strengthening 
sanction authority against Iran. Iran’s refusal 
to engage in the diplomatic process to ad-
dress worldwide concerns about its nuclear 
program dictates that sanctions need to be 
considered. A nuclear Iran is a severe threat 
to American and Israeli national interests, and 
I have joined with many of my colleagues to 
urge the Obama administration to impose 
strong sanctions on Iran. 

Israel’s commitment to the peace process 
has been steadfast despite real threats from 
Hamas and Hezbollah, epitomized by the uni-
lateral pullout from Gaza and willingness to 
negotiate with the Palestinian government. We 
need to keep the peace process moving for-
ward and working together, I am confident we 
will continue to make progress. 

Madame Speaker, in recognition of all of the 
important contributions Israel has made and 
the many challenges it continues to face, I 
have again cosponsored legislation to com-
memorate the anniversary of Israel’s creation, 
its 62nd. I am confident the United States and 
Israel will continue to work together for peace 
and prosperity in the Middle East and the 
world for generations to come. 
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HONORING COAL MINERS FROM 
UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE IN 
WEST VIRGINIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 1236, which hon-
ors the 29 coal miners who tragically died in 
the Upper Big Branch Mine-South, extends 
condolences to the victims’ families, and rec-
ognizes the valiant efforts of the emergency 
workers who responded to the mine disaster. 
H. Res. 1236 is an important measure that ex-

presses our heartfelt sadness over this tragic 
loss of life in Raleigh County, West Virginia. 
Importantly, it also reaches out to the friends 
and families who are grieving their loss, and 
honors the selfless men and women who 
risked their own lives in responding to the dis-
aster. 

I thank Chairman MILLER for his leadership 
in bringing this bill to the floor. I would also 
like to thank the sponsor of this legislation, my 
friend Congressman NICK RAHALL. The 
coalminers tragically lost in the disaster were 
his constituents and I know how heavily this 
tragedy is weighing upon him. But I also know 
his resolve to do all he can to ensure that 
such a tragedy never happens again. 

Mr. Speaker, in West Virginia, coal mining is 
more than just a profession—it is a way of life, 
a vital part of the State’s history and culture. 
However, the work done by coalminers has 
implications across the country. Our Nation is 
indebted to West Virginia coalminers for the 
dangerous work that they do on a daily basis 
to help power our Nation and keep it strong 
and secure. Despite repeated accidents in our 
Nation’s mines, coalminers have returned to 
the mines time and again in order to support 
their families and provide the energy that 
helps fuel industry and power homes across 
the country. The 29 miners lost in the disaster 
were performing this important work and de-
serve our gratitude and appreciation. Just as 
important, their families deserve our condo-
lences and support in this time of need. 

It is also entirely fitting that we honor the 
brave emergency workers who responded im-
mediately to the disaster and worked tirelessly 
to rescue those trapped and injured in the dis-
aster. The emergency responders entered the 
Upper Big Branch Mine with full knowledge 
that they may never return from the mine. This 
willingness to put their own lives at risk in an 
attempt to save others is heroic and worthy of 
our continued gratitude and praise. 

Finally, the tragedy in Raleigh County, West 
Virginia is a poignant reminder of the need to 
do more to ensure the safety of our Nation’s 
mines. Hopefully, we can take this horrible 
tragedy—the worst mining disaster in 40 
years—as a call to ensure that all necessary 
safety and health regulations are in place in 
our mines, so that coalminers can work in the 
safest possible conditions. In order to protect 
the lives of our Nation’s miners and their fami-
lies from tragedy, we must do all that we can 
to prevent future mining disasters. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H. Res. 1236. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF KEITH BRIGHT, 
WHO HELPED RECLAIM THE 
OWENS VALLEY OF CALIFORNIA 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in memory of my very good friend 
Keith Bright, whose leadership, generosity, 
foresight and persistence helped remake and 
restore the Owens Valley in California over the 
past five decades. Mr. Bright passed away 
April 7, 2010 at the age of 95, and his ever- 
present smile will be missed greatly by his 
many friends. 
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