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Over the years, through much effort, mutual
support and abiding faith, the Wyatts contin-
ued to build their church and, as the size of
their congregation grew so, too, did the loca-
tion of the church. Finally, after much prayer
and perseverance, the present worship facility
was erected. Today, this multi-million dollar
complex, with a membership of more than
1,000, stands as a monument to the faith,
hope and vision of a people who not only had
a mind to build but an unshakable determina-
tion to do great things to honor God and to
serve His people here on Earth.

Rev. Woyatt's accomplishments are leg-
endary and could fill an entire CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. But of all the things | could say, on
behalf of my beloved wife, Carolyn, my family
and, indeed, a grateful nation, | salute the life
and legacy of Rev. Dr. Claude S. Wyatt, Jr.
His was a life well lived, indeed.

——————

HONORING REV. CURTIS B.
ALEXANDER

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, as you
know, thousands of Americans were affected
by Hurricane Rita. Many lost their homes and
the cherished memories inside them. While
devastation tore throughout much of the coast
of Texas, there were some brave, hard-work-
ing citizens who tirelessly helped their neigh-
bors.

Jefferson County Habitat for Humanity orga-
nized more than 3,000 volunteers over the
course of three years. They built 50 houses
during this time, which is an increased rate of
four times the number of houses they typically
are capable of building.

Habitat 2010 Board President Rev. Curtis B.
Alexander of Beaumont, Texas and Executive
Director Uliana Trylowsky worked with many
volunteers, including faith-based organizations,
prison partnerships, and others in the commu-
nity that wished to put their hands to good
use.

On January 22, 2010 these two selfless in-
dividuals represented Jefferson County Habitat
for Humanity in receiving the Audrey Nelson
Community Development Achievement Award
from the National Community Development
Association at their winter meeting in Wash-
ington D.C.

We applaud the leadership of Rev. Alex-
ander and Ms. Trylowsky in organizing volun-
teers to build houses for their neighbors in Jef-
ferson County after Hurricane Rita. The efforts
of the countless Americans that volunteered
their time after this disaster have been no-
ticed. We praise and thank the generosity of
those who have labored for their fellow neigh-
bors.

——————

HONORING BOB GRIP, ALABAMA’S
BEST TV NEWS ANCHOR FOR 2010

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
congratulate my friend Bob Grip for recently
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receiving the award of Best TV News Anchor
in Alabama. A trusted name in South Alabama
for a quarter century, Bob is primary news an-
chor for WALA-TV FOX10 in Mobile.

On March 20, 2010, Bob Grip was named
the 2010 Best TV News Anchor in the State
of Alabama by the Alabama Broadcasters’ As-
sociation. This was his third such award.

Mr. Grip’s exemplary reporting has also re-
cently earned him honors for “Best In-Depth
Reporting” and “Best Community Service” by
the Mobile Press Club.

Bob has also been honored for producing
“Fox 10 News Fugitive Files,” winner of the
2002 “Best Series” award from the Alabama
Associated Press Broadcasters Association.
Due to this program’s success, he was
spotlighted in 1996 by FBI Director Louis
Freeh with the “Director's Community Leader-
ship Award.” “Fugitive Files” has helped cap-
ture more than 400 suspects.

In 1988, Bob traveled to the Vatican to
produce a half hour documentary on Mobile
Archbishop Oscar Lipscomb’s visit with Pope
John Paul Il. Bob also brought Fox 10 News
viewers reports from Europe following the
death of Pope John Paul.

During 1993, Bob flew to Kuwait to present
a series of live and taped reports on Operation
Desert Peace, a trip designed to honor the
families of those who died in the first Persian
Gulf War.

Bob Grip is a cum laude graduate of Boston
College, where he earned bachelor’'s degrees
in Communications and Secondary Education.
He also received a Master's degree in Jour-
nalism from The Ohio State University, where
he was also a Teaching Associate in the
School of Journalism.

In his spare time, he also teaches Broad-
cast Journalism at Spring Hill College in Mo-
bile, and is constantly volunteering his time
and tremendous talents to a number of worth-
while causes. On behalf of the people of
South Alabama, | thank Bob Grip for his dedi-
cation to his profession of informing the public,
and | congratulate him on his many achieve-
ments and send best wishes to his family, in-
cluding his wife, Marie, and their two daugh-
ters Erin and Mary Kate, and their families.

TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE ACT OF
2010

SPEECH OF

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, across
the United States, April 15th is Tax Day. As
Americans file their taxes, H.R. 4994, the Tax-
payer Assistance Act of 2010, improves tax-
payer programs and protections. The “Tax
Day” bill has a history of broad bi-partisan
support and continues to receive large support
today.

Most importantly for the residents of the 7th
District of Illinois and the Nation, the Taxpayer
Assistance Act of 2010 includes programs that
benefit low-income taxpayers. For example,
H.R. 4994 increases funding for grants to pro-
vide low-income taxpayer clinics. Even in the
absence of a specific appropriation, the Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance program will be
available for use because the Secretary of the
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Treasury could allocate up to $20 million of
grant funding annually for the program. As
recommended by the National Taxpayer Advo-
cate, the bill allows IRS employees to refer
people to these tax clinics as well. The Tax-
payer Assistance Act of 2010 also improves
the IRS’s ability to inform taxpayers about the
availability of the Earned Income Tax Credit in
prior years, a tax credit that we know helps
low-income households. In the 7th Congres-
sional District alone, over 72,000 people par-
ticipated in this program in 2007 with a sav-
ings of over $172 million, with most of those
taxpayers earning less than $20,000 a year.

Further, the bill makes it easier for tax-
payers to settle outstanding payments via the
offers-in-compromise  program. Importantly,
H.R. 4994 contains provisions to assure the
protection of taxpayers, such as requiring the
IRS to notify taxpayers when it suspects that
a taxpayer’s identity, or a dependent’s identity,
has been stolen. Each of the bill’'s provisions
provides timely assistance and improvements
for taxpayers.

The Taxpayer Assistance Act of 2010 also
adapts the tax system to technology in several
ways. By allowing the removal of cell phones
from listed property, the bill eliminates a strict,
outdated rule. The current rule requires indi-
viduals to keep detailed records regarding cell
phones and similar equipment used for busi-
ness purposes, imposing unnecessary bur-
dens on companies and taxpayers. The IRS
also will be given the opportunity to utilize the
internet and other forms of mass communica-
tion to notify taxpayers of “unclaimed” or “un-
deliverable” funds.

Overall H.R. 4994 the Taxpayer Assistance
Act of 2010 continues the tradition of the “Tax
Day” bill by providing needed programs, pro-
tection to our taxpayers, and updates to out-
dated rules.

NEGLECTING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | would like to
share with our colleagues an editorial from the
April 9 Scranton Times Tribune urging the
Obama administration to name an Ambas-
sador at Large for International Religious
Freedom, as required by the International Reli-
gious Freedom Act, which was passed by
Congress in 1998. The editorial rightly points
out that the portfolio of this ambassador is
“fundamental to American ideals. . . .”

The absence of a consistent voice dedi-
cated to the pursuit of religious freedom both
within the State Department and globally in
our interactions with foreign governments is
deeply concerning. America must speak out
for those around the world whose most basic
freedoms are being trampled.

[From the Times-Tribune, Apr. 9, 2010]
NAME, ELEVATE AMBASSADOR

More than a year into office, President
Barack Obama has yet to name a key dip-
lomat with a portfolio that is fundamental
to American ideals, international human
rights and U.S. law.

The Religious Freedom Act of 1998, for
good reason, requires the appointment of an
ambassador-at-large for intermational reli-
gious freedom.




April 15, 2010

Religious liberty is, of course, a founding
principle of the United States. The first line
of the First Amendment states it flatly:
“‘Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof . . .”

Abundant experience shows that a govern-
ment’s lack of religious tolerance is a sure
indicator of broader oppression. And it is a
very modern problem. According to the Pew
Forum on Religion and Public Life, about 70
percent of the world’s people live under re-
gimes that restrict religious freedom.

The Clinton and George W. Bush adminis-
trations both named ambassadors-at-large
for religious freedom but failed to afford
them the status required by the 1998 law.
Passed unanimously by Congress, the law re-
quires the ambassador to be the principal ad-
viser to the president and the secretary of
state on matters of international religious
freedom.

As noted by Joseph Grieboski, the Lacka-
wanna County native who founded the Insti-
tute on Religion and Public Policy, the cur-
rent administration would further diminish
the status of the ambassador by having the
eventual appointee report far down the chain
of command rather than directly to the
president or secretary of state.

Other ambassadors-at-large, for counter-
terrorism, war crimes and global women’s
issues, report directly to the president or
secretary, or both, as required by the laws
establishing the positions.

Religious liberty is a human rights issue
inextricably woven into America’s position
of promoting democracy and freedom around
the world. President Obama should signal re-
pressive regimes that it is an important mat-
ter to the United States by quickly naming
an ambassador and having that person con-
sult directly with him and the secretary of
state.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF HOLOCAUST MEMO-
RIAL RESOURCE AND EDU-
CATION CENTER OF FLORIDA

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate Yom HaShoah, Holo-
caust Remembrance Day. On this day, we re-
member and memorialize the 6 million Jews
who were murdered in the Holocaust. In honor
of this day, | would like to recognize the Holo-
caust Memorial Resource and Education Cen-
ter of Florida, which includes a staff and board
of community activists who work tirelessly to
combat anti-Semitism, racism, and prejudice
through education and cultural programming.

The Center was founded in June of 1980,
when Valencia Community College and the
Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando came
together to sponsor a series of community-
wide events on the Holocaust and relevant
human rights issues. The focus was on the
social, historical, moral, ethical and economic
implications of the Holocaust for today. Subse-
quently, a conference, co-sponsored by the
newly created Holocaust Center, Florida Hu-
manities Council, Valencia Community College
and the Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando,
was held in March 1981. The same coalition
sponsored a Conference on Terrorism the fol-
lowing year, and in 1986 a Holocaust Center
facility was constructed, a professional mu-
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seum exhibit was installed, and a library with
documentary and archival collections was de-
veloped. The Center received national and
international recognition for its unique facility—
the only one of its kind in the Southeast until
1996—as well as for its dedication to world-
class, innovative programming.

The Holocaust Memorial Resource and Edu-
cation Center is a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to use the lessons of the
Holocaust as a tool to teach the principles of
good citizenship to thousands of people of all
ages, religions and backgrounds each year.
The Center hosts numerous educational and
cultural events to promote their organization’s
mission. They’ve hosted events and activities
ranging from conferences, speakers, and days
of recognition, to marches, museum exhibits
and the construction of a center on the Holo-
caust. This work has made a tremendous im-
pact in Central Florida by engaging, educating
and inspiring all of its citizens. The Holocaust
Memorial Resource and Education Center is
ensuring we never forget and never repeat the
tragedy of the past.

Madam Speaker, it is a tremendous honor
to recognize the accomplishments of the Holo-
caust Memorial Resource and Education Cen-
ter in promoting acceptance and tolerance in
the Central Florida community. As we all
know, an organization can only be as good as
the impressive staff and board that help run it.
| applaud the Holocaust Center’s board, which
is represented by Central Florida’s interfaith,
multicultural community and the Center’s staff,
which is comprised of dedicated community
activists. It is crucial we learn from our past to
help better our future. Eva London Ritt, who
many consider the cornerstone of the Center’s
staff and good works, said it best, “Be aware
of what is written and spoken. Be aware of the
first hint of hate or bias against any individual
or group and then act. One person can make
a difference. Be a kind person. Kindness rubs
off. With kindness, you can improve the world
around you.”

—

PATIENT PROTECTION AND
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, March 21, 2010

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today we
will cast a series of historic votes.

The outcome of the votes will result in 32
million people without health insurance gaining
coverage and 94 percent of Americans with
guaranteed health care coverage.

In New York State, close to 2.5 million peo-
ple who are currently uninsured will have
health care coverage once the day is over.

To get to this point, the House had to first
vote on the Senate passed health care bill and
then vote on a bill that makes important
changes that have been negotiated by the
House to dramatically improve the Senate
bill—this is called the reconciliation bill.

Without a promise of these important fixes,
like taking out several of these “special deals”
| would not vote for the Senate bill. However,
with the guarantee of these improvements,
today | will cast my vote in favor of the Senate
health care bill.
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| appreciate the opportunity to outline some
of my concerns with the Senate passed health
care reform bill.

Most importantly, the Senate bill would have
cost New York close to a billion of dollars in
Medicaid funding. Unlike the House bill which
saves New York billions, the Senate bill penal-
izes States like New York for its expanded
coverage of its citizens under Medicaid. Under
the Senate bill, States that have not signifi-
cantly expanded their Medicaid programs
would receive a large influx of Federal fund-
ing, but States like New York are penalized for
doing the right thing. The House bill contained
a more equitable solution to sharing the costs
of Medicaid expansion under health care re-
form by providing increased Federal funding
for Medicaid expansion regardless of existing
State eligibility levels. FMAP provisions in the
Senate bill would result in a significant loss to
New York State as a significant number of un-
insured New Yorkers who are eligible for Med-
icaid enroll, while the House bill fairly shares
in the costs for currently enrolled and newly
enrolled childless adults and parents. Fortu-
nately, the reconciliation bill that we will be
voting on, fixes this problem, and the distribu-
tion of Federal Medicaid funding is more equi-
table and saves money for New York.

The Senate bill similarly penalized New
York in terms of its treatment of payments to
Disproportionate Share Hospitals, DSH. His-
torically, Medicaid hospital reimbursement
rates, on average, have been lower than the
cost of providing care, and DSH payments
were instituted to cover reimbursement short-
falls and uncompensated care costs. The
need for DSH reimbursement will remain even
after health care reform is passed since there
will millions of newly eligible individuals who
will receive care through Medicaid.

The Senate bill reduced Federal funding for
Medicaid DSH payments by $19 billion and
Medicare DSH payments by $24 billion over
10 years; reductions to DSH payments of this
magnitude will jeopardize the stability and the
services provided by our safety net system.
The original House bill which | supported had
included more reasonable reductions of $10
billion each from Medicaid and Medicare DSH
and similarly, the reconciliation bill, while not
as good as the original House bill, reduces the
cuts that the Senate bill would have imposed.

| am also opposed to the restrictive abortion
language contained in the Senate bill. The
Senate bill is significantly onerous, stigma-
tizing abortion services and creating obstacles
for those consumers who would like to pur-
chase this coverage and to those insurance
companies would like to provide this coverage.
Though | am strongly opposed to these re-
strictions, | am voting for the final bill because
overall, reforming our current health care sys-
tem dramatically and positively impacts
women. As Chair of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee, | prepared a report that looked at the
specific health care challenges facing women
and how women would benefit from com-
prehensive health care reform. More than 2
million women have lost their health insurance
since the recession began due to their own
job loss or their spouse’s job loss. 1.3 million
women lost their health coverage when their
spouse lost his job and an additional 800,000
women lost their health care as a result of
their own job loss. More than 2 million women
have faced the brutal double-whammy of a
lost job and lost health care. While job losses
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