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Bellefontaine and from across Ohio were
proud to cheer on our native son at the
Games, spellbound by his amazing runs.

An all-around athlete, Louie became known
to millions more throughout the nation during
his appearances on ABC’s Dancing with the
Stars last season.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the people of
Ohio’s Fourth Congressional District, | am
honored to celebrate Louie’s accomplish-
ments, his dedication to sports, his integrity
and work ethic, and his outstanding contribu-
tions to the Olympic tradition. We wish him all
the best in his career, and look forward to
watching him compete again in the 2014
Olympic Winter Games.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. CARNEY

OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. CARNEY. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, April 13, | was unable to cast my vote on
three suspension bills.

Had | been present, | would like the record
to reflect that | would have voted: “yes” on
rollcall vote 196, “yes” on rollcall vote 197,
and “yes” on rollcall vote 198.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. SUSAN
ERRETT CORD PEREIRA 70TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| would like to request the House’s attention
today to pay recognition to Ms. Susan Errett
Cord Pereira who will be turning 70 years old
on May 21st. Ms. Pereira is both praised for
her entrepreneurial spirit as well as for her
generosity. She is a great contribution to the
community.

Ms. Pereira and her husband of 48 years,
William L. Pereira, Jr., have a natural eye for
business. Together they have started several
businesses which include Air California, Dia-
mond Sports, Inc., and a very well-known and
respected Arabian horse farm.

Besides running successful companies with
her husband, Ms. Pereira uses her business
smarts to play a large role in many charities
including Junior League, Dunn School Board
of Trustees, Reno Chamber Music Board of
Trustees, and is a co-sponsor of the Pereira
Visiting Writers program at University of Cali-
fornia Irvine.

She has five children, a passion for Arabian
horses, and is a Life Master in bridge.

Best wishes and Happy Birthday to Ms.
Susan Errett Cord Pereira.
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CONTRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF ALABAMA STUDENTS IN
FREE ENTERPRISE TEAM

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, | would
like to congratulate the University of Alabama
Students In Free Enterprise Team (UA-SIFE)
for winning their fourth consecutive Regional
Championship.

The UA-SIFE team was the League 9
Champion and will be traveling to Minneapolis,
MN on May 10-13 to compete in National
Finals.

Founded in 2005, the UA-SIFE team has
grown from 5 members to 64 active members.

Since its inception UA-SIFE. has won
Rookie of the Year, First Runner Up, Second
Runner Up at National’s and four consecutive
Regional Championships.

The University of Alabama has always
upheld the highest standards of excellence in
all its endeavors, and this team of outstanding
student leaders is no exception.

During these tough economic times, | am
encouraged that students would give their time
and talent to teach others the principles of free
enterprise.

| commend the leadership of Clinical Pro-
fessor and Sam Walton Fellow David Ford on
his successful career not only with the Univer-
sity of Alabama but also as a soldier and a
business leader, and | look forward to the con-
tinuation of a tradition of solid and consistent
performance in both academics and free en-
terprise.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate each mem-
ber of this dedicated SIFE team, the alumni
and the University of Alabama for their com-
mitment to achieving their fourth consecutive
championship.

Good luck at the Nationals.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAIME A.
ESCALANTE

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, it is
with great reverence that | rise to honor the
life of Jaime A. Escalante, a husband, father,
immigrant, and teacher who dedicated his life
to educating and mentoring youth. Mr.
Escalante was most notable for his dynamic
role as a teacher at Garfield High School in
East Los Angeles, California where he
pressed disadvantaged students to reach new
levels of understanding in mathematics and to
pass the challenging AP calculus exam. He
was instrumental in transforming one of the
lowest-performing high schools in the country
into a national model for improving academic
achievement of disadvantaged children in all
subjects.

Mr. Escalante was born on December 31,
1930, in La Paz, Bolivia. Early in his teaching
career, he taught at top-rated Bolivian schools
before he moved to California in 1963 to pur-
sue a more promising future for his family. Be-
cause his Bolivian credentials were not ac-
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ceptable to teach in any U.S. school, he
mopped floors at a coffee shop while he en-
rolled in English classes and repeated his un-
dergraduate education and teacher training. At
the age of 44, Mr. Escalante left his job at an
electronics company, taking a pay cut, to join
the math department at Garfield High School
in East Los Angeles.

When Mr. Escalante arrived at Garfield in
1974, 85 percent of the students were low-in-
come and the school was riddled with gang vi-
olence and on the verge of losing its accredi-
tation. Mr. Escalante taught lower level math
classes and soon earned a reputation for turn-
ing around students who initially lacked moti-
vation. Escalante began teaching more difficult
math classes which led to his establishment of
an Advanced Placement (AP) calculus class
for students who were willing to work hard, re-
jecting the usual markers of academic excel-
lence, such as previous GPA scores.

In 1978, Jaime Escalante enrolled 14 stu-
dents in his first AP class. Only five students
survived his rigorous homework and attend-
ance standards, and two passed the AP
exam. Two years later, seven of nine students
passed the exam, and three years later, 14 of
15 students passed. In 1982, Mr. Escalante
helped 18 students prepare for the AP test by
working on lessons after school each day and
holding Saturday and summer classes. All 18
students passed, with seven students earning
a score of 5, the highest score possible on the
test. However, 14 of the 18 students were ac-
cused of cheating by the Education Testing
Service, and 12 students agreed to retake the
test. All 12 passed again under highly mon-
itored conditions.

In 1987, Garfield students took 129 AP cal-
culus exams, more than all but four high
schools, public or private, in the country. That
year more than a quarter of all Mexican Amer-
ican students in the United States who passed
the calculus AP exam attended Garfield.
Jaime Escalante’s commitment to his students
and high standards allowed him to make
waves in the teaching world, drawing attention
on the national scale from educators across
America.

Jaime Escalante’s achievements were high-
lighted in the 1988 movie “Stand and Deliver”
and the book “Escalante: The Best Teacher in
America” by Jay Mathews. Mr. Escalante was
instrumental in changing the notion that social
class and race were the best indicators of who
could learn complex concepts and who could
not. He proved that Hispanic, working class
students from a failing school in East Los An-
geles could achieve top educational goals if
they were given enough time and attention
from a dedicated educator.

Jaime A. Escalante was honored with sev-
eral teaching awards, including the Presi-
dential Medal of Excellence in Education, the
Andres Bello Prize from the Organization of
American States, and the Free Spirit Award
from the Freedom Forum, as well as being in-
ducted into the National Teachers Hall of
Fame in 1999.

| wish to express my sincere sympathy to
the family members that Mr. Escalante leaves
behind. He is survived by his wife, Fabiola, his
two children, Jaime Jr. and Fernando, and his
six grandchildren. | ask that all of my col-
leagues join me to honor Jaime Escalante’s
commitment to our nation’s students and his
achievements that have changed education in
America and will continue to inspire educators
and students for years to come.
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NUCLEAR POSTURE REVIEW

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, one of the
most serious threats facing our nation today is
the risk of terrorist organizations like al Qaeda
obtaining nuclear weapons—and we can all
rest assured that they are trying their hardest
to turn this risk into a reality.

This is much different than the nuclear
threat we faced thirty years ago in the midst
of the Cold War. We no longer need to build
up our nuclear stockpile to prepare for a world
war. That threat is diminishing, instead being
replaced by the risk of nuclear materials being
spread to countries and terrorists who are
hostile to the U.S. As this nuclear landscape
continues to change, we cannot be effective in
protecting our great nation unless our nuclear
policy changes, too.

Over the past several weeks, the Obama
administration has made historic efforts to fi-
nally bring our nuclear policy out of the Cold
War era and into the 21st century. This is an
administration that recognizes the importance
of pursuing a comprehensive agenda to pre-
vent the spread of nuclear weapons to our en-
emies and to secure vulnerable nuclear mate-
rials from those who seek to do us harm.

Earlier this month, the President released
the Nuclear Posture Review, a responsible
plan that aligns our nuclear strategy to better
address the threats we face today. We know
that it doesn’t make sense to try to keep nu-
clear material away from terrorists by creating
more nuclear material.

The Nuclear Posture Review instead fo-
cuses on taking steps to work with other na-
tions to secure the nuclear material that is al-
ready out there—while at the same time mak-
ing sure that we maintain a robust nuclear de-
terrence here at home.

The NPR, for the first time ever, places the
prevention of nuclear terrorism at the top of
our nuclear agenda. It defines key steps to
strengthen our global non proliferation regime
and keep nuclear material secure. Just yester-
day, President Obama wrapped up a historic
nuclear security summit here in Washington,
where nearly 50 nations committed to secure
all of their nuclear material in four years. This
is a significant achievement, and makes real
progress toward keeping this dangerous mate-
rial out of the hands of those who seek to do
us harm.

The NPR also renews our commitment to
hold fully accountable any state, terrorist
group, or other entity that supports or enables
terrorist efforts to obtain or use weapons of
mass destruction.

Madam Speaker, | have heard some critics
try to distort the facts about this piece of the
NPR, but here is the truth:

President Obama made it very clear that if
we see states developing biological or chem-
ical weapons that we think endanger our safe-
ty, he reserves the right to revise this policy.
He also made it clear that if any state not
compliant with the Non-Proliferation Treaty—
and this includes countries like Iran and North
Korea—were to attack us with chemical or bio-
logical weapons, Secretary Gates made it
clear that “all options are on the table,” includ-
ing responding with nuclear weapons.
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What the new security guarantee in NPR of-
fers is an incentive for those nations that do
not seek nuclear weapons and comply with
the NPT.

We have an unmatched conventional mili-
tary capability at our hands, and my col-
leagues should not try to minimize this very
powerful tool in our toolkit.

Our new nuclear policy seeks to strengthen
strategic deterrence and stability at reduced
nuclear force levels, with the New START
Treaty that we signed with Russia last week
as an important first step. It also strengthens
regional deterrence, broadening regional secu-
rity architectures—including through missile
defenses and improved conventional forces—
to provide reassurance to our partners and al-
lies.

Finally, the NPR maintains a robust nuclear
deterrence and sustains it by investing in our
existing stockpile and the workforce that main-
tains it—a process that will keep our nuclear
weapons reliable, safe, and secure without the
need to make new nuclear warheads.

Madam Speaker, this is not 1980. The nu-
clear threats facing our nation have moved be-
yond those of the Cold War, and we must
move our nuclear policy beyond the narrow
Cold War mentality. President Obama is tak-
ing the right steps to match up our nuclear
policy with our current needs, and | commend
him for his leadership to protect American
families.

OPPORTUNITY ENTERPRISES

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
deep respect and admiration that | recognize
Opportunity Enterprises Incorporated, which
hosted its Celebration of Achievement Award
Ceremony on Thursday, April 8, 2010, at
Strongbow Inn in Valparaiso, Indiana. Oppor-
tunity Enterprises honored the accomplish-
ments of members of its noteworthy staff, cli-
ents, volunteers and community partners. Op-
portunity Enterprises also paid special tribute
to President and Chief Executive Officer, Mr.
Gary Mitchell, who will be retiring in June of
this year. For his outstanding leadership and
his lifelong commitment to those in need, he
is worthy of our respect and admiration.

Opportunity Enterprises is a non-profit orga-
nization that serves to create opportunities for
individuals with unique challenges and abili-
ties. Because of many dedicated, loyal, and
passionate people who believe in the organi-
zation and its goals, Opportunity Enterprises is
able to provide day and enrichment services,
residential and children’s programs, and voca-
tional opportunities for individuals of all ages
whether they have physical, emotional or de-
velopmental disabilities.

This year, Opportunity Enterprises honored
individuals and organizations who have played
a major role in their success. The Spirit of Op-
portunity Enterprises award recipient is Jake
Wagner. Jake has been a board member for
many years and has played an instrumental
role in terms of property acquisition, identifying
lead donors, and seeking grant funding. The
Community Employer of the Year award re-
cipient is Strack and Van Til. The company
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hires many clients through the organization’s
JobSource Community Employment Program
and passionately assists these individuals in
developing their skills. The Business of the
Year award recipient is Framing Concepts
Gallery, which gives tremendous support to
the organization’s Art Enrichment Program.
The Jeanne Baird Volunteer of the Year award
recipient is Cheryl Kozrowski. Cheryl continu-
ously and selflessly gives her time to Oppor-
tunity Enterprises and its many programs. The
JobSource Client of the Year award recipient
is Mike Biggs. Mike has been employed
through the JobSource Program for eighteen
years. Despite being hearing impaired, Mike
maintains an outstanding positive attitude and
is beloved by everyone who works with him.
The Amazing Client of the Year award recipi-
ents are: Samuel Collins, Paula Norfleet, and
Derek Rogers. Samuel, who receives respite
services, has made remarkable progress since
becoming an Opportunity Enterprises client.
Paula is employed through the Supported Em-
ployment Program and the Community Em-
ployment Program. Although she has limited
use of her hands and legs, Paula is constantly
helping and supporting other clients. Derek is
involved in the Supported Living Department
and has made extraordinary improvement
since joining the team at Opportunity Enter-
prises. For their dedication and commitment to
Opportunity Enterprises and the community of
Northwest Indiana, the 2010 Achievement
Award recipients are to be commended.

Opportunity Enterprises also honored and
congratulated President and Chief Executive
Officer, Mr. Gary Mitchell, who will be retiring
this year. In 1986, Gary joined the team at
Opportunity Enterprises as the Chief Executive
Officer. Opportunity Enterprises has enjoyed
unprecedented growth and success under
Gary’s leadership. In 1986, the organization
served 263 individuals with disabilities on a
daily basis. Since then, Opportunity Enter-
prises has constantly expanded and now
serves over 1,000 individuals within Porter
County and throughout Northwest Indiana. For
the past 15 years, Opportunity Enterprises has
received accreditation by the Commission on
Accreditation of  Rehabilitation  Facilities
(CARF), a not-for-profit organization that es-
tablishes standards of quality for service to
people with disabilities. For his efforts over the
years on behalf of his community, Gary has
received numerous honors, including the Indi-
ana Association of Rehabilitation Facilities
(INARF) President's Award in 1992 and the
Sagamore of the Wabash in 1993 from then-
Governor EVAN BAYH. For his selfless and
passionate support for helping individuals to
re-establish their roles in community life, Mr.
Mitchell is to be commended and admired.

Gary’s dedication to the people he serves is
matched only by his devotion to his family.
Gary has been married to his wife, Paula, for
an astonishing 44 years. They have three chil-
dren and seven grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my
other distinguished colleagues join me in hon-
oring the Opportunity Enterprises 2010
Achievement Award winners, as well as Mr.
Gary Mitchell, for their outstanding contribu-
tions. Their unwavering commitment to im-
proving the quality of life for countless individ-
uals in Northwest Indiana is truly inspirational,
and they are worthy of the highest praise.
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