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HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK
OF REV. SAMUEL WESLEY
DIXON, JR.

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Rev. Samuel Wesley
Dixon, Jr., who died tragically last week while
on a humanitarian mission in Haiti. Reverend
Dixon was deeply dedicated to improving the
lives of the people in the greatest need of as-
sistance, and | am proud to honor his lifetime
of commitment and service.

Reverend Dixon grew up in North Carolina,
the son of Samuel Wesley Dixon, Sr., and Mil-
dred Dixon. He graduated from Statesville
High and attended college at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He earned a
doctoral degree in ministry from the Chicago
Theological Seminary.

He began his ministry in 1975, serving as
pastor of rural, urban, and small town con-
gregations, including churches in Sneads
Ferry, Durham, Swepsonville and Swansboro.
In 1996, Rev. Dixon became pastor of the
First United Methodist Church of Roanoke
Rapids.

In 1998, he joined the staff of United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), a promi-
nent disaster relief and assistance agency
which assists people around the globe. He as-
sumed leadership of the organization in 2007.

Writing in New World Outlook, Global Min-
istries’ mission magazine, he described
UMCOR as serving “God’s creation on behalf
of The United Methodist Church” and “pro-
viding help and hope to people in serious situ-
ations.” The work, he said, “hearts and hands
with others in building a sustainable future for
an amazing multitude of people.”

Reverend Dixon and two colleagues were at
the Hotel Montana to work with other agencies
in developing plans for improving health serv-
ices in Haiti, the poorest country in the west-
ern hemisphere. The three were trapped in the
rubble of the hotel following the earthquake.
Reverend Clint Rabb and Reverend James
Gulley were rescued, but Reverend Rabb later
died from his injuries. Reverend Gulley sur-
vived and was able to return to his home in
Denver.

Reverend Dixon and his wife, Cindy, are the
parents of four grown children and grand-
parents of two children. His mother and three
sisters also survive him.

Reverend Dixon was a gifted minister who
was known for his selflessness and commit-
ment to ensuring love and care for the sick,
hungry and poor around the world. He died
doing what he loved, and he will be greatly
missed by many people.

Madam Speaker, Reverend Dixon was a
tireless and inspirational servant of God, and
| ask that you join me in offering our prayers
and deepest condolences to the community
and his wife and family during these difficult
times.
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HONORING MR. JAMES REGINALD
LEWIS, JR.

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. James Reginald Lewis,
Jr., a U.S. Navy Veteran of World War II.

Born in Clifton Forge, VA, Mr. Lewis served
on the U.S.S. Canfield in the Pacific theatre.
During his service, Mr. Lewis suffered injuries
as a result of a bombing on the U.S.S. Can-
field.

After returning from war, he graduated from
Benjamin Franklin University in Washington,
DC where he worked for an accounting firm.

In 1949, Mr. Lewis suffered a brain hemor-
rhage related to his injuries from World War ||
and became paralyzed. Even with his handi-
cap he lived a full life and raised seven chil-
dren. He was active in Holy Family Parish in
Washington, DC and the Knights of Columbus.
Mr. Lewis moved to Morehead City with his
family in 1981, where he continued an active
life with St. Egbert’'s Parish and Knights of Co-
lumbus Operation Lamb.

In reading of Mr. Lewis’ life, he was a truly
inspirational man, who even during the last
few years when he was confined to a wheel-
chair, was always cheerful and friendly. Mr.
Lewis possessed courage and a strong char-
acter that inspired many in Eastern North
Carolina.

He died on December 23, 2009 at the age
of 84. He is survived by his loving wife, Mrs.
Jean Davis Lewis, six children, twelve grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

Mr. Lewis will be missed every day; how-
ever, the bravery and strength he showed dur-
ing his service to the U.S. Navy and after-
wards will forever be remembered.

————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF MAJOR WIL-
LIAM W. MA, UNITED STATES
MARINE CORPS

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to an outstanding officer who will
shortly be leaving active duty. Major William
W. Ma will be retiring from the United States
Marine Corps on March 31, 2010, after more
than 21 years of active military service, culmi-
nating as Director, Marine Corps Appropria-
tions Matters in the Secretary of the Navy’s
Appropriations Matters office.

Major Ma enlisted in the Marine Corps in
1988 and in 1993 was accepted into the Ma-
rine Corps Enlisted Commissioning and Edu-
cation Program. In 1996 he graduated Summa
Cum Laude from the University of Arizona and
received his commission in the Marine Corps.
Throughout his career Major Ma has held nu-
merous high level financial management, lead-
ership and staff positions, including tours with
the Force Service Support Group at Camp
Pendleton, California; Company Commander
Headquarters Support Battalion at Camp Pen-
dleton, California; Head of the Programs and
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Resources Congressional Branch at Head-
quarters Marine Corps Washington, DC;
Comptroller, Marine Corps University at
Quantico, Virginia; Director, Marine Corps Ap-
propriations Matters at Headquarters Marine
Corps Washington, DC. Over his distinguished
career he has been awarded two Meritorious
Services Medals, two Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medals, the Navy Unit Com-
mendation, and various campaign and theatre
specific awards. Major Ma’s civilian education
includes an undergraduate degree in finance
and Master of Business Administration from
the Naval Postgraduate School as a Conrad
Scholar Awardee.

It was during his last assignment that | first
came to know Major Ma. In this capacity, he
has proved to be an invaluable link between
the United States Marine Corps and the Ap-
propriations Committee. Major Ma has es-
corted me, other Members of Congress, and
staff on several occasions as the committee
conducted inspection trips to review military
operations and confirm the health and welfare
of our troops.

On every occasion, Major Ma performed his
duties in an exacting and precise manner. But
far more important to me was his thorough
knowledge of the Marine Corps and the appro-
priations and budget process. He could always
be depended on to know the status of funds
and the impact they were having on our Ma-
rines and their families.

Madam Speaker, | also want to recognize
the Ma family: his wife Julie Kay, daughter
Alysson, and his son Andrew. We can ill afford
to forget that it is the strength of family, and
indeed their love and support, that make it
possible to honorably serve in uniform.

In closing, | want to express my thanks and
appreciation for the special contribution Major
Bill Ma has made to the Department of the
Navy and the United States Marine Corps. |
wish Major Ma and his family continued suc-
cess. Semper Fidelis.

—

TRIBUTE TO OPERATION BLUE
RIDGE THUNDER, SAFE SURFIN’
FOUNDATION, AND MOOSE
INTERNATIONAL

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, | am
delighted today to recognize two organizations
in Virginia’s Sixth District and a major inter-
national organization for a cooperative effort
that is protecting our most innocent citizens—
our children. Founded in Bedford County, Vir-
ginia Operation Blue Ridge Thunder has been
led from its inception by Sheriff Mike Brown. It
is recognized around the United States and
internationally as an Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force. In 1998, Sheriff Brown
started the Safe Surfin’ Foundation to focus on
Internet safety training for boys and girls
through schools, law enforcement agencies,
and civic groups. From day one, | have
watched and supported their efforts closely.
Today, | wish to extend thanks to Moose Inter-
national for stepping forward through the
Moose Lodge in Bedford to offer assistance in
the ongoing battle to protect young people as
they use the Internet. Moose International
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went to its 1.3 million members and explained
the need to support the special work of Sheriff
Brown and his dedicated assistants. As a re-
sult, Moose International has generously do-
nated $150,000 to enable the Safe Surfin’
Foundation to continue its outreach. In addi-
tion, Moose International has joined in a Safe
Surfin’ “train the trainers” program. This as-
sistance is permitting even more children and
their parents to learn the benefits of Internet
safety. | highly commend Moose International
for recognizing the benefits of the Safe Surfin’
Foundation. Their generosity will permit the
battle to continue nationwide against those
who would prey on our children through the
use of technology.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF KENT MUNDELL, DEPUTY
SHERIFF, PIERCE COUNTY SHER-
IFF'S DEPARTMENT

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the memory of Deputy
Walter Kent Mundell of the Pierce County
Sheriff’'s Department, who was shot in the line
of duty on December 21, 2009 and suc-
cumbed to his wounds on December 28,
2009. Deputy Mundell was a selfless police of-
ficer who dedicated himself to serving his
neighbors and community. He will truly be
missed by his colleagues and all who he
served and protected.

Drawn to law enforcement service as a sec-
ond career, Deputy Mundell joined the Pierce
County Sheriff's Department in early 2000. He
worked as a patrol deputy in South Hill and
the Mountain detachment, and during his ten-
ure with the Sheriff's Department, was a mem-
ber of the Clandestine Lab Team, Air Oper-
ations, and a Safety Committee Representa-
tive.

Sheriff's Deputy Mundell and his partner,
Sergeant Nick Hausner, responded to a do-
mestic disturbance call at a home near
Eatonville, Washington on the evening of De-
cember 21, 2009. Shortly after their arrival at
the scene, Deputy Mundell and Sergeant
Hausner found themselves ambushed by a
suspect who drew a previously-concealed
handgun and opened fire on the officers.
Mundell and Hausner, who were wounded,
were able to return fire, killing the suspect.

Deputy Kent Mundell is survived by his wife
Lisa, 16-year-old daughter, and 10-year-old
son. | ask my colleagues to join me in affirm-
ing our support for the law enforcement com-
munity at large, and extending our heartfelt
condolences to Deputy Mundell’s family and
the Pierce County Sherriff's Department, who
are grieving this devastating loss.

———

IN TRIBUTE TO THE INSPIRED
LIFE OF PUBLIC SERVANT BUD
HARRISON

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, our Nation,
and specifically, the San Francisco Peninsula,
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lost a true leader and dedicated public servant
with the passing of A.C. “Bud” Harrison. Bud
served his community in many ways. He was
an appointed member of the San Mateo Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors and served twelve
years on the Burlingame City Council, includ-
ing three terms as Mayor.

But Bud'’s greatest influence was as an edu-
cator. He was a favorite American Govern-
ment teacher at both Capuchino and Bur-
lingame High Schools before moving on to
teach Political Science at the College of San
Mateo. Over his 33-year career in the class-
room, he not only taught government, but en-
couraged his students and fellow faculty to get
involved. He even helped run the campaign of
fellow Capuchino teacher Leo J. Ryan when
he ran for the State Assembly. In fact, | re-
member then-Congressman Ryan telling the
story of how he and Bud were responsible for
getting the Capuchino marching band to per-
form at John F. Kennedy’s Presidential Inau-
guration in Washington, DC in 1961. The story
went, the two teachers flipped a coin to see
who got to accompany the band and Leo won.

Madam Speaker, Bud is a native son of San
Francisco, a graduate of the University of San
Francisco and a 48-year resident of Bur-
lingame. With his loving wife of 56 years, Do-
lores, they raised four children—Chuck, Mary,
Terry and Cheri. And anyone who knew Bud
was well aware of how proud he was of his six
grandchildren and one great-grandson. The
entire Harrison family deserves our gratitude
for graciously sharing their husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather with so
many others who benefited from his wisdom,
good humor and generous spirit.

Bud Harrison was no stranger to awards,
having been honored by the Burlingame Lions
Club as its 1997 Citizen of the Year, awarded
the Presidents Award by the Burlingame
Chamber of Commerce, named San Mateo
County Citizen of the Year and received the
Outstanding Citizen Award from Shinnyo-en
USA.

But awards and personal acclaim were
never what Bud Harrison was about. First and
foremost, he cared about the betterment of his
community for his family, his students, and ev-
eryone who chose to make the Peninsula their
home.

Madam Speaker, not all of us leave an in-
delible mark on our community when our time
on earth is done. There is no doubt that A.C.
“Bud” Harrison did just that. We are all fortu-
nate that Bud Harrison lived here and chose
to give back so much to his community. | was
privileged to call him a friend and confidant for
nearly 30 years.

———

CONGRESSMAN KILDEE SAYS
FAREWELL TO THE HOUSE PAGES

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, as chairman
of the House Page Board, | would like to take
this opportunity to express my personal grati-
tude to all the pages for all they have done to
serve so diligently in the House of Represent-
atives during the 111th Congress. | am joined
in this endeavor by my good friend and vice
chair of the Board, ROB BISHOP.

January 20, 2010

We all recognize the important role that con-
gressional pages play in helping the U.S.
House of Representatives operate. These
groups of young people, who come from all
across our Nation, represent what is good
about our country.

To become a page, Madam Speaker, these
young people have proven themselves to be
academically qualified. They have ventured
away from the security of their homes and
families to spend time in an unfamiliar city.
Through this experience, they have witnessed
a new culture, made new friends, and learned
the details of how our government operates.

As we all know, the job of a congressional
page is not an easy one. Along with being
away from home, the pages must possess the
maturity to balance competing demands for
their time and their energy. In addition, they
must have the dedication to work long hours
and the ability to interact with people at a per-
sonal level. At the same time, they face a
challenging academic schedule of classes in
the House Page School.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me and Mr. BISHOP in honoring this group of
distinguished young Americans listed below.
They certainly will be missed.

FALL 2009 SESSION PAGES
Adolfo Abreu
Rachel Aguirre
Jacquelyn Andrews
Paris Bess
Zakariya Binshaieg
Addison Blair
Martin Boyle
Alejandro Bunag
John Cannafax
10. Allan Cheng
11. Sarah Coyle
12. Raquel Cruz
13. Vanessa Cuppett
14. Spencer Davenport
15. Elizabeth Dixon
16. Rachel Ferguson
17. Jacob Fessler
18. Andrew Franklin
19. Melissa Goitia
20. Blair Gremillion
21. Kristina Griffith
22. Samantha Guarneros
23. Stephanie Henry
24. Abigail Herzberg
25. Daniel Herzstein
26. Brandon Hill
27. Megan Howe
28. Henry Huang
29. Dalayna Jackson
30. Rachel Janik
31. Alejandro Jimenez-Jaramillo
32. Jamal Johnson
33. Ryan Lang
34. Mikita Lee
35. Claire Mars
36. Catherine Martlin
37. Emily Matlak
38. Junia McKenzie
39. Kathleena Morgan
40. Joshua Nawrocki
41. Jake O’Connor
42. Andrew Olson
43. Grace Olson
44. Molly Pace
45. Stephen Pettyjohn
46. Seth Ratcliff
47. Abigail Reese
48. Claire Rengenstreif
49. Nicholas Rudnik
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