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gang violence. They have done this with the
support of Chief of Police Richard Zavinsky
and D.A.R.E. Officer Douglas Arendacs.

Drug Abuse Resistance Education, or
D.A.R.E., began as a small program in Los
Angeles in 1983. Today, it is implemented in
more than 75 percent of our Nation’s school
districts and in more than 43 other nations.
This program allows children to defeat nega-
tive cultural influences by opening the lines of
communication between law enforcement and
youth, empowering students with confidence
and courage to say no to drugs.

| am proud of the young men and women
who participated in this program in Rochelle
Park, and | would like to recognize them all for
taking this step toward positive citizenship:

Jenna Alessi, Amna Bajwa, John Califano,
Selena Cangialosi, Brittney Cappobianco,
Britney Fischbach, John Gerber, Kevin Grieco,
Karim Jassim, George Latko, Camron
Mickens, Michael Palamara, Nire Rollins, An-
thony Sorrentino, Gianni Veloz, Vraj Vyas,
Lauren Abrams, Joshua Afocx, Yuna Chung,
Jennifer Cichino, Lewyn Concepcion, Drew
Every, Suraj Ghumwala, Matthew Kowalski,
Alexandra Lehmbeck, Krishalei Locquiao,
Samantha McElroy, Joseph Neu, Serena
Nguyen, Kyle Ray, Ryan Lewis-Riley, Thadeja
Richetts, Bruce Amundson, Kaitlyn Boylan,
Heather Buse, Yusef Froogh, Cierra Gamble,
T'Shawn Jennings, Owen Lapira, Lindsay
Pacheco, Alyssa Poidomani, Steven Riley,
Matthew Santana, Jesse Marie Sanzari, Chris-

tine Sawruk, Prince Seabrooks, Maicel
Shenouda, Jason van der Wilt, Raymond
Vasquez.

————

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF
PUERTO RICO AND THE U.S. VIR-
GIN ISLANDS

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise tonight to encourage my colleagues to
support H.R. 2122, a bill introduced by our
colleague Delegate PIERLUISI to ensure that
the cover-over tax levied on the rum exports
from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands
are used for their original intended purpose;
namely to promote the general welfare of the
territories’ citizens in addition to promoting
overall economic development. Currently, the
funds are being used, in my opinion, to un-
fairly support blatant corporate welfare for a
foreign-owned company. We do not need to
be sending our tax dollars to foreign corpora-
tions when we have record unemployment in
this country.

Rum that is produced in either Puerto Rico
or the U.S. Virgin Islands, and that is sold in
the continental United States, is subject to the
same Federal tax as rum produced in the
States—roughly $13.50 for each proof-gallon.
However, in the case of the territories, the ma-
jority of the revenue is returned by the Federal
government to the respective territory, and
then the remainder is retained by the Federal
government. This so-called “cover-over” tax
provision—which has enjoyed strong bi-par-
tisan support for many years—allows the terri-
tories to pay for important local programs.

Unfortunately, this provision is now being
abused to award a sweetheart deal to the Brit-
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ish alcohol distiller and importer Diageo.
Under the terms of this sweetheart deal, Lon-
don-based Diageo will receive 46 percent of
the U.S. Virgin Islands’ cover-over to pay for
a new distillery. Madam Speaker, Diageo is
worth roughly $35 billion according to the lat-
est figures. To give Diageo 46 percent of the
funds intended for the general welfare of the
people of the Virgin Islands, in my opinion,
violates the spirit if not the letter of the law. If
this type of manipulation is allowed, many ex-
perts believe, a race to the bottom will result,
with the territories attempting to poach busi-
nesses from each other with larger and larger
sweet-heart deals paid for by the cover-over
funds.

For example, Puerto Rico currently receives
about $400 million in carry-over funds per
year. From that pool of money, Puerto Rico
pays about six percent to the company, Rums
of Puerto Rico, and Puerto Rican law states
that no more than 10 percent of the funds it
receives from the rum cover-over program can
be used to subsidize rum producers on the is-
land. This is a reasonable approach. It en-
sures that Puerto Rico can attract businesses
to the island while still having the resources to
carry out public works projects.

H.R. 2122 carries forward this common-
sense approach. Under the terms of the bill,
either Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands
may use its cover-over funds to provide unfair
subsidies to rum producers. Further, if it is de-
termined by the Secretary of the Treasury that
a territory has unfairly subsidized a rum pro-
ducer, the Secretary can transfer some of the
cover-over funds intended for that territory that
provided the unfair subsidy to the territory that
has been disadvantaged. The legislation de-
fines “unfair” or “per se unreasonable” if the
subsidy exceeds ten percent of the covered-
over amount returned to the territory’s treas-
ury.
Madam Speaker, let us remember the origi-
nal intent of the cover-over funds, which was
to help the territories fund important civil pro-
grams for the benefit of the people of Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands. The purpose was
most certainly not to provide corporate welfare
to large foreign-owned conglomerates. H.R.
2122 will ensure that the original purpose of
the cover-over tax—to advance the general
welfare of the citizens—is being carried out. |
urge my colleagues to support this common-
sense bill.

———————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF CITY OF
DAYTONA BEACH SHORES

HON. SUZANNE M. KOSMAS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Ms. KOSMAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the City of Daytona Beach Shores on
its 50th Anniversary. Since its founding on
April 22, 1960, the City of Daytona Beach
Shores has been a resort and retirement com-
munity located on the barrier island bordered
on the east side by the Atlantic Ocean and on
the west side by the Intercoastal Waterway
(Halifax River).

The City of Daytona Beach Shores has a
storied history, featuring a pristine beach
where famed race car drivers once vied to set
world speed records. The Legends Walk of
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Fame tribute features bricks dedicated to
these famous drivers and the Otto Schultze
Memorial is a tribute to the late City Council-
man that includes the seven flags used in
automobile racing. The City is also home to
The Court of Flags, a rotating display of 12
flags representing the national originals of its
residents and highlighting the cultural diversity
that unifies our nation.

The citizens of Daytona Beach Shores also
have a strong history of responsible govern-
ance and stewardship as evidenced most re-
cently by the approval of a local tax to fund
underground placement of all utility lines, thus
mitigating damages from dangerous tropical
storms.

To commemorate the 50th anniversary, the
City will place items in a time capsule to be
opened at the 75th anniversary of the City in
2035.

Living up to the City’s motto of “a better
life,” the residents of Daytona Beach Shores
truly have enjoyed “50 years of a better life”
since its founding on April 22, 1960.

On April 22, 2010, the 50th Anniversary of
the City of Daytona Beach Shores, | encour-
age all residents to recognize and show their
appreciation for the many memories and con-
tributions of the community over the years.

———

HONORING THE WORK OF BARRY
LUBOVISKI

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | want-
ed to take this opportunity to honor the great
work of Barry Luboviski. After serving for fif-
teen years as Secretary-Treasurer of the
Building and Construction Trades Council of
Alameda Council, Barry is stepping down for
some much deserved rest and relaxation.

Barry’s commitment to the working men and
women of this country began when he joined
the Iron Workers Union, Local 378 as an Ap-
prentice in 1965. He became an active partici-
pant in union activities, and in 1981, he start-
ed teaching evening classes for the Iron Work-
ers Apprenticeship Program.

In 1979, Barry was elected as a Delegate to
the Building and Construction Trades Council
of Alameda County, AFL-CIO, and he was
later appointed to Chair the Political Action
Committee of the Building Trades Council.
There, he helped organize voter registration
drives and membership education.

Soon he was elected to serve as an Execu-
tive Boardmember of the Iron Workers Union,
Local 378 and continued to help lead his local
union until being hired in 1991 by the Cali-
fornia State Building and Construction Trades
Council, AFL-CIO as an Organizer. After four
years of effective service, he was elected in
1995 to the position of Secretary-Treasurer of
the Building and Construction Trades Council
of Alameda County, AFL-CIO.

It has been an honor to work with Barry
these many decades, strengthening worker
protections and forging a more just and equi-
table California. Let the record show that the
working people of California are better off be-
cause of Barry’s leadership.
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HONORING MARTINA “TEENA”
BOREK

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Martina
“Teena” Borek, one of South Dade’s best
known farmers, and a dedicated mother.

Teena grew up in a small fishing village in
Newfoundland and would visit her aunt’s farm
in South Dade during summer breaks. It is
there where she met her late husband, Steven
Borek, who came from one of Homestead’s
oldest farming families. The two married and
started their own farm, Steven Borek Farms.
They also had two children, Steven Jr. and Mi-
chael. Unfortunately, Steven lost his life short-
ly thereafter in an accident on the family prop-
erty and Teena was left to raise the children
and run the farm. Despite the loss of her hus-
band, and a lack of knowledge in farming,
Teena managed to successfully continue the
family business, which continues to thrive
today. She has proven to be one of South
Dade’s most innovative farmers, being Home-
stead’s first to use a linear irrigation system
and a computer for her work. She does not
shy away from using new technologies and
products, has engaged in research efforts and
has learned to follow the changing market, re-
sponding to demand and adapting her crop.
Teena has also surpassed devastating freezes
and the hit of Hurricane Andrew, which forced
her to basically start from scratch.

Despite facing adversity on several occa-
sions, Teena has not given up. Her hard work
and passion coupled with her desire to suc-
ceed, have allowed her to be both a loving
mother and savvy businesswomen. She is a
leader in the agriculture industry and never
fails to give back to our community. She has
been involved with the Dade County Farm Bu-
reau, the Florida Fruit and Vegetable Associa-
tion, the Florida Tomato Growers Exchange,
the Florida Heartland Heritage Foundation, the
Florida Farm Bureau Labor Advisory Com-
mittee, South Dade High School Agricultural
Advisory Council, Dade County Women in Ag-
riculture and the Everglades Community Asso-
ciation, to name a few.

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, |
ask you to join me in honoring Martina
“Teena” Borek, a successful businesswoman,
community leader and mother, who vowed to
continue her husband’s legacy. Her story and
accomplishments should serve as inspiration
to others.

——————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF THE
HONORABLE THOMAS H. KELLY

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor and mourn the extraordinary life
of the honorable Thomas H. Kelly upon his
passing at the age of 74.

Born on May 27, 1935, Tom Kelly was a
man devoted to helping his fellow human
beings through public service. In his lifetime,
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Tom served as a teacher, Wayne City Coun-
cilman, Michigan State Representative; and he
worked closely with the Wayne County Com-
mission.

Regrettably, on March 24, 2010, Thomas
Kelly passed from this earthly world to his
eternal reward. He is survived by his beloved
wife of 50 years, Bridget, and their four sons
Thomas, Patrick, Michael and Kevin; and five
grandchildren, Emma, Joseph, Carl, Kalen and
Ava. Tom will also be ever remembered as a
loving brother by Sister Anne Kelly.

Madam Speaker, Thomas Kelly was a lov-
ing husband, father and grandfather; an hon-
orable and effective leader; and a true friend
to all blessed to know him. Therefore, | ask
my colleagues to join his family and our entire
community in mourning Tom Kelly’s passing;
and in honoring his exemplary service to
Michigan and America.

———

RECOGNIZING MRS. ALICE JONES
NICKENS

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, on
April 10, 2010, friends and family will gather to
celebrate the birthday of Mrs. Alice Jones
Nickens, a retired teacher who has had a tre-
mendous impact on North Carolina’s First
Congressional District. Born on April 14, 1904
in Winton, North Carolina, Mrs. Nickens will be
celebrating her 106th birthday.

Affectionately known as “Miss Alice,” she
earned a Bachelor's degree from Hampton In-
stitute—now known as Hampton University—
and a Master's degree from the University of
Pennsylvania. Miss Alice taught second grade
at C.S. Brown School in Winton, North Caro-
lina for 47 years. And, after retiring, she
served as a substitute teacher for 10 years.

She has been active in preserving the rich
history of C.S. Brown School, formerly known
as Chowan Academy and then Waters Train-
ing School. It was the State’s first secondary
school for children of color, and Miss Alice’s
mother, Annie Walden Jones, was the
school’s first graduate. She has also played a
key role in documenting and preserving the
history of Winton, North Carolina and the sur-
rounding communities.

Mrs. Nickens was a charter member of the
C.S. Brown Cultural Arts Center. Along with
her sister, Sally, Mrs. Nickens was instru-
mental in securing $200,000 from the State to
help restore the building.

She has long been a devoted member of
Pleasant Plains Baptist Church, and served as
a member of its trustee board.

Mrs. Nickens has also served as Vice Presi-
dent of the Democratic Women'’s Club of Hert-
ford County, and as a volunteer of the Auxil-
iary of Roanoke Chowan Hospital.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing Mrs. Alice Jones
Nickens. She is truly a remarkable woman de-
serving of our deepest gratitude for the enor-
mous contributions that she made in the lives
of children in eastern North Carolina and to
the entire community.

E505
RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, March 21, 2010

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take the opportunity to mark the passage of
this historic legislation and to thank the individ-
uals whose hard work made this moment pos-
sible. Of course we would never have gotten
here without the perseverance of our Speaker,
NANCY PELOSI, Majority Leader STENY HOYER,
and Majority Whip, JiM CLYBURN. Also, Con-
gressman JOHN LARSON, Chair of the Demo-
cratic Caucus and XAVIER BECERRA, Vice
Chair. | would also like to thank Congressman
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN for his leadership and the
Committee and Subcommittee Chairs whose
perseverance brought us to this historic vote
today: Chairmen GEORGE MILLER from Edu-
cation and Labor, CHARLIE RANGEL from Ways
and Means, HENRY WAXMAN from Energy and
Commerce and SANDER LEVIN from Ways and
Means and Subcommittee Chairs PETE STARK
from Ways and Means and FRANK PALLONE
from Energy and Commerce. | would espe-
cially like to thank my regional colleagues,
Education and Labor Subcommittee Chairman
BoB ANDREWS, Budget Committee Vice Chair
ALLYSON SCHWARTZ, House Administration
Chairman BoB BRADY, Congressman MIKE
DoYLE, Congressman PATRICK MURPHY and
Congresswoman BARBARA LEE and Delegate
DONNA CHRISTENSEN who represented the
Congressional Black Caucus in critical nego-
tiations. This bill will be good for my District,
our region, and our country. We in the Con-
gress owe a debt of gratitude to our President,
Barack Obama, who led this historic effort.

| would be remiss if | didn’t thank the staff
whose talents are rarely seen in public, but
without whom this would never have hap-
pened. First, Liz King in my office, an ardent
advocate for my constituents in this debate. In
the White House, Nancy-Ann DeParle whose
institutional memory and long-term commit-
ment to healthcare access for all contributed
to the success of this effort. Cheryl Parker
Rose and Wendell Primus in the Speaker’s of-
fice, Catherine Tran in the Democratic Cau-
cus, Debbie Curtis and Cybele Bjorklund on
the Ways and Means Health Subcommittee,
Michele Varnhagen on the Education and
Labor Health Subcommittee and Karen Nelson
on the Energy and Commerce Health Sub-
committee staff.

On the local level, | would like to extend my
appreciation to Marc Stier at Health Care for
America NOW and Bob Brand a close friend,
local advocate and veteran in this fight. |
would also like to thank the countless constitu-
ents who called my Washington and Philadel-
phia offices, sharing their stories and raising
their voices on behalf of health reform for
themselves and their neighbors.

| want to thank and congratulate each and
every one of them for getting this bill to this
point and for giving me the opportunity to vote
for affordable, secure healthcare for America’s
families.
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