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rapidly being pulled down stream while holding
onto the canoe. At this point Derek Creel with
total disregard for his own life or safety
jumped into the cold water and swam towards
the victims. After reaching the victims and the
canoe he attempted to get them to the shore,
but the currents were too strong and they
were washed down river about half a mile
from the boat launch.

At this point Derek was able to steer the
canoe into a downed tree in the river. He then
had to physically hold onto both victims. He
soon became exhausted and had to make a
very difficult decision. Let one victim go and
save the child and himself. The father, Tim
Sagafoose was injured and was unable to
help or respond. Derek was unable to hold
onto the father any longer and turned him
loose into the current. Derek then had to calm
the young boy and explain what he had to just
do. He had the presence of mind to witness to
the young boy about God and salvation, all
while holding onto him in the cold swift water
for over for over thirty minutes before they
were rescued by Warrior Firefighters Lee Kil-
gore and Luke Ahl.

| personally spoke with Derek at the scene
and he was visibly shaken, and extremely
apologetic about not being able to save the fa-
ther. And he was very humble about his res-
cue efforts on this night.

After days of refusing media interviews, he
finally did an interview on the day Tim
Sagafoose’s body was recovered. During this
interview, Derek credited his actions to God
and his Savior Jesus Christ for putting him
there that day and giving him the strength to
hold on.

After 34 years of Law Enforcement experi-
ence | walked away from this incident with not
only amazement at the actions of Derek Creel,
but true respect for him. He is a remarkable
young man with strength and conviction and
truly humble demeanor. | am very proud of
Derek for not only his heroism, but his witness
of the Lord in this difficult moment. He is truly
a hero in my opinion in more ways than one.

In closing, | congratulate Derek and the en-
tire Creel family.

—

TRIBUTE TO JEFFREY SPEARS, ON
RECEIVING THE RABBI NORMAN
F. FELDHEYM AWARD FOR LOY-
ALTY AND SERVICE TO THE
SYNAGOGUE AND COMMUNITY
OF THE CONGREGATION EMANU
EL

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, the Rabbi Nor-
man F. Feldheym Award was established to
pay tribute to those members of Congregation
Emanu EIl, who have conspicuously and ex-
ceptionally reflected Rabbi Feldheym’s quali-
ties of love for and loyalty to the synagogue,
and service to the community.

Today, | rise to congratulate Jeffrey Spears
for receiving the distinguished Rabbi Norman
F. Feldheym Award for loyalty and service to
the Community and the Congregation of
Emanu El. Jeffrey Spears has served his con-
gregation selflessly and faithfully, with uncom-
promising integrity, candor and generosity.
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Jeffrey has been an extraordinarily devoted
community leader. His family now marks five
generations at Congregation Emanu El. Jef-
frey has given evidence of his deep love for
Judaism through strong contribution to worship
and education, an exemplary commitment to
Jewish values, and their application to con-
temporary society.

Jeffrey has served the surrounding commu-
nity as member of the San Bernardino City Li-
brary Foundation Board, the American Water
Works Association, the Mueller Water Prod-
ucts Advisory Council, the California State
University San Bernardino School of Edu-
cation Friends of the College, and the Com-
munity Advisory Board of Security Bank of
California.

Jeffrey has demonstrated his devotion to
Jewish learning and practice by serving on the
faculty of Congregation Emanu EI's School for
Jewish learning, attending Judaism Conven-
tions and traveling to Israel.

Jeffrey has made familial commitment cen-
tral to his life, continuing to work in the family
business founded by his grandfather Julius.
Jeffrey and his wife, Heidi Nimmo, have raised
their two children, Neil and Sarah, exem-
plifying commitments to scholastic achieve-
ment, community involvement and leadership.

Jeffrey is respected and beloved by our
community for his honesty, courage, kindness
and compassion. The success of his extraor-
dinary citizenship is best summarized in the
receipt of the prestigious Rabbi Norman F.
Feldheym Award.

| join today with public leaders throughout
my State to express our gratitude to Jeffrey
and Congregation Emanu El for reflecting the
late Rabbi Feldheym’s qualities of service to
community, as well as humility, care and lov-
ing-kindness.

Madam Speaker, Jeffrey Spears will be hon-
ored with the prestigious Rabbi Norman F.
Feldheym Award on Saturday, June 2, 2010,
marking the 119th Anniversary of the char-
tering of Congregation Emanu El. It is fitting,
on such a momentous occasion, that we stand
here today to honor Jeffrey Spears, for his
humble and outstanding service.

—

RECOGNIZING THE DUMFRIES
FIRST MOUNT ZION BAPTIST
CHURCH HEALTH FAIR

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the “Healthy Liv-
ing/Healthy Lifestyle Conference” sponsored
by First Mount Zion Baptist Church in Dum-
fries, Va., and the Northern Virginia Chapter of
the National Coalition of 100 Black Women,
Inc.

The health fair focuses on HIV/AIDS and
hosts workshops on hypertension-diabetes,
cholesterol, obesity in children and adults,
prostate cancer, breast cancer, domestic vio-
lence and mental health. Community partners
have made it possible to provide free health
screenings and HIV/AIDS testing to fair
attendees. | would like to extend my personal
appreciation to the fair's community partners
for their charity and good stewardship of a
healthy Prince William community.
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Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in commending First Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church and the Northern Virginia Chapter
of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women,
Inc. for extending this educational service to
the Prince William community. With so many
citizens medically underserved and unin-
formed on healthy lifestyle practices, a free
health fair is an opportunity to face these chal-
lenges head on and address the threat they
pose to our nation’s health.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILROY
SANDERS

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the life of Mr. Wilroy Sanders, a Ko-
rean War Veteran, legendary blues musician,
and beloved Memphian. Mr. Sanders was
born Willie Roy Sanders in Byhalia, Mis-
sissippi and moved to Memphis in the early
1930’s. From an early age, he demonstrated a
remarkable gift for music—teaching himself to
play guitar and even making his own guitars.
His unique musical style was developed from
a combination of his church upbringing and
traditional blues music.

After serving in the U.S. Army from 1953—
1955, Mr. Sanders returned home to Memphis
to pursue his passion for music. In the early
1960s, he played in a series of bands includ-
ing the Binghampton Blues Boys which be-
came renowned for their song, “Crosscut
Saw.” Many blues musicians, including Albert
King and Eric Clapton, have since covered
this hit.

Wilroy Sanders went on to form the
Fieldstones, a blues band known for the songs
“Blues at Nightfall” and “Dirt Road.” In the
1990s, The Fieldstones became the house
band for the popular Green’s Lounge in Mem-
phis. Soon afterwards, Mr. Sanders and his
wife, Dorothy Mae Tucker Sanders, became
owners of Green’s Lounge, which they owned
until it was destroyed by fire in 1997.

Memphis music label Shangri-La produced
a 1999 documentary celebrating the life and
work of Wilroy Sanders entitled Will Roy
Sanders: The Last Living Bluesman. The doc-
umentary noted that Mr. Sanders was, like
Rufus Thomas, “a total entertainer” and
dubbed the Fieldstones “one of the hottest
blues bands ever from Memphis.”

Mr. Sanders touched the lives of many in
Memphis and across the nation. He passed
away on Tuesday, February 16, 2010, at the
age of 76. We are truly honored for his service
in the U.S. Army and for his contributions to
the Memphis blues community. Wilroy Sand-
ers’ legacy lives on through his wife, children
and his music.
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HONORING CARMENZA JARAMILLO

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker | rise today to honor an ex-
ceptional leader and dignitary, the Honorable
Carmenza Jaramillo, former Consul General of
Colombia to the U.S. and current President of
the Colombian American Chamber of Com-
merce in Miami.

Ms. Jaramillo has served around the world
in various posts, including Ambassador of Co-
lombia to India, representing her native Co-
lombia and advancing the needs of her peo-
ple. Most recently, she served as Consul Gen-
eral in Miami, ensuring that the U.S. and Co-
lombia strengthen their partnership as allies
and their presence as the hemisphere’s lead-
ing democracies. Ms. Jaramillo has also been
very much involved in working to promote and
advance Colombian American small busi-
nesses in our community and has been en-
gaged in issues like trade and commerce,
serving as a leading voice in urging the pas-
sage of a Free Trade Agreement between the
U.S. and Colombia.

Ms. Jaramillo is also dedicated to serving
the needs of others and is involved in various
community organizations and non-profits and
has received numerous recognitions for her
work. She serves with professionalism and
has dedicated her life to her country. She truly
embodies the ideals of liberty and democracy.
She is a friend to the U.S. and stands pre-
pared to serve not only her country, but ours
as well.

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, |
ask you to join me in honoring and thanking
Ms. Carmenza Jaramillo, for her dedication to
her country, her countrymen and to the cause
of freedom and democracy.

HONORING REAR ADMIRAL DOUG-
LASS T. BIESEL, COMMANDER,
JOINT REGION MARIANAS, U.S.
NAVY, FOR HIS SERVICE TO OUR
COMMUNITY

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the exemplary community serv-
ice and leadership of Rear Admiral Douglass
T. Biesel, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces
Marianas; and Commander, Joint Region Mar-
ianas. RDML Biesel has been an outstanding
leader for the men and women under his com-
mand and he has encouraged his troops to be
active in our community. RDML Biesel has
been a supporter of programs that enhance
and promote the Chamorro culture on Guam,
and he recently directed the transfer of two
historic Latte Stones from the headquarters of
Joint Region Marianas to the Governor's Com-
plex in Adelup, Guam. The Latte Stone is an
important symbol of Chamorro identity in
Guam and the Marianas and represents the
cultural heritage of the indigenous people of
our islands. RDML Biesel's efforts to return
these ancient symbols of Chamorro culture to
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the people of Guam are sincerely appreciated
by the Chamorro people and our whole com-
munity.

RDML Biesel is from Coudersport, Pennsyl-
vania, and was raised in Newtown, Con-
necticut. A graduate of the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy in 1980, RDML Biesel was assigned to
serve as Commander of Joint Region Mari-
anas in Guam in May 2009 and was reas-
signed to serve as Commander of Navy Re-
gion Northwest in Silverdale, Washington in
March 2010. It is on the occasion of Rear Ad-
miral Biesel's departure from Joint Region
Marianas that | join the people of Guam in ac-
knowledging his leadership, outstanding con-
tributions to our community and cultural
awareness.

————

RECOGNIZING THE RECIPIENT OF
THE 2010 PRINCE WILLIAM AMER-
ICAN RED CROSS AWARDS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the recipients of
the 2010 Prince William American Red Cross
Awards. These individuals and their work with
the Red Cross stand as an example of dedica-
tion and service for the benefit and safety of
the community.

The Elizabeth Smith Davies award is pre-
sented to a volunteer in recognition of 25
years of service. This year's recipient, Ruth
Stroaker, began volunteering for the Red
Cross in the 1980s while her husband was
serving in the military in the Pacific. She has
done everything from data entry, typing, filing,
volunteering in the base medical and dental
clinic, to leading volunteer orientation classes,
and handling disaster services case work. In
1989 she became a military and international
services case worker. During her tenure, she
has reconnected families separated by war
and other calamities, helped arrange compas-
sionate leave for the military, and provided
special support to those who have suffered
devastating disasters and other emergencies.
Ruth is a beloved member of the Prince Wil-
liam team, always handling her casework with
compassion and kindness. Her clients become
her family, and she is tenacious in helping
them get the help they need.

Tony Boone is the recipient of the 2010 Dr.
Gail Kettlewell Award. Tony is a long-standing
member of the Prince Wiliam Red Cross
Board of Directors and is always willing to do
whatever needs to be done to support the
chapter. He has been the chair of the Finance
Committee for the past three years. During his
time on the Building Committee, he donated
many hours of his time to negotiating and de-
veloping a letter of agreement for land do-
nated by Lockheed Martin. This included help-
ing the chapter sort through many pages of
county regulations and eventually applying for
various city permits. He is the chapter’'s good-
will ambassador and you can always find him
at various events telling his Red Cross story.

Chuck Mudd has volunteered with the
Prince William Chapter for a little more than a
year, but he has quickly become a treasured
member of the team. In the last 12 months,
Chuck has been involved with numerous local
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fire responses, worked daily on the renovation
of the new chapter facility, cleaned out the
attic and garage of the old chapter house, at-
tended a winter field day exercise to learn tent
operations and managed a shelter during one
of the big snowstorms. He also uses his ex-
pertise and leadership skills in representing
the chapter on the disaster services committee
and various regional working groups. In addi-
tion, Chuck is a major financial donor to the
chapter. His attitude, great personality, and
willingness to work in rain, sleet, and lots of
snow, make him invaluable to the chapter.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in honoring the staff and volunteers of
the Prince William American Red Cross. When
a community is hit by disaster, the Red Cross
is often the first on the scene to provide com-
fort and assistance. The efforts of individual
members are responsible for the organiza-
tion’s outstanding reputation, and | am hon-
ored to recognize Ruth Stroaker, Tony Boone,
and Chuck Mudd for contributing to this tradi-
tion of excellence.

————

HONORING HOOSIER PEACE CORPS
VOLUNTEERS

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor 21 young Hoosiers who
are currently serving our country overseas as
members of the Peace Corps.

The Peace Corps was an initiative started
by President John F. Kennedy. It was estab-
lished by Executive Order 1924 on March 1,
1961, and later authorized by Congress on
September 22, 1961, through passage of the
Peace Corps Act (Public Law 87-293). The
Peace Corps Act declares the purpose of the
Peace Corps to be:

To promote world peace and friendship
through a Peace Corps, which shall make
available to interested countries and areas
men and women of the United States quali-
fied for service abroad and willing to serve,
under conditions of hardship if necessary, to
help the peoples of such countries and areas
in meeting their needs for trained manpower.

The Peace Corps has pursued its legislative
mandate of promoting world peace and friend-
ship by sending volunteers to serve at the
grassroots level in villages and towns in
across the globe. Living and working with ordi-
nary people, Peace Corps volunteers have of-
fered their expertise in a variety of areas—
such as teachers, environmental specialists,
health promoters, and small business advis-
ers—to help improve the lives of those they
work with and in turn help them better under-
stand the American people and American cul-
ture. To date, nearly 200,000 Peace Corps
volunteers have served in 139 countries; and
about 7,671 volunteers are currently serving in
76 nations.

Beginning this spring, for the first time,
Peace Corps volunteers will serve in Indo-
nesia working as English teachers in high
schools and at teacher training institutions.
Later in the year, the Peace Corps will return
to Sierra Leone after a 16-year absence and
focus on secondary education and work with
their host communities on grassroots initiatives
and community developments.
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