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RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED 

SERVICE OF DR. JUDITH 
FALKENRATH 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to rise today to recog-
nize Dr. Judith Falkenrath for her distinguished 
service to the Annandale Christian Community 
for Action (ACCA) and her years of dedicated 
service to the well-being and educational de-
velopment of children in Northern Virginia. 

During the last 24 years, Dr. Falkenrath has 
had immeasurable impacts on the lives of 
countless children and their families. Begin-
ning in 1986 and continuing for 12 years, Dr. 
Falkenrath worked with the Fairfax County Of-
fice for Children. There she served as Early 
Childhood Specialist for Community Education 
as well as Education Coordinator for Fairfax 
County Head Start. 

In 1998, Dr. Falkenrath joined ACCA. 
Founded in 1967, ACCA was created to ad-
dress the needs of the working poor in our 
community. Since that time, ACCA has grown 
and diversified the services that they offer. 
Currently ACCA is an alliance of 26 churches 
in the Annandale area and together they pro-
vide assistance in areas such as Child Devel-
opment Center, Family Emergency Services, 
Housing Repair, Furniture, Meals on Wheels, 
Scholarships, Shelter Assistance, and Trans-
portation. 

Believing that all children deserve quality 
care and education, Dr. Falkenrath, as Direc-
tor of the Child Development Center, has pro-
vided leadership and dedication in providing 
quality preschool education and in furthering 
the goals of ACCA in reaching out to the poor 
and disadvantaged in our community. All chil-
dren are accepted regardless of their cir-
cumstances or background. 

Although Dr. Falkenrath is retiring from 
ACCA, where I know she will be sorely 
missed, I am pleased to note she is continuing 
to serve the children of Fairfax County as a 
member of the Child Care Advisory Council. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in thanking Dr. Judith Falkenrath for her 
years of service and also in congratulating her 
on the occasion of her retirement. Her efforts 
and leadership have been a great benefit to 
the children of our community, and truly merit 
our highest praise. 

f 

HONORING CAROL A. MEISSNER 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the dedicated service of Ms. 
Carol A. Meissner. In her 32 years of service 
to the Town of Evans, Ms. Meissner has 
helped to advance many important initiatives 
and has tirelessly served her community. 

As Evans Town Clerk she helped modernize 
the Clerks office and improved both efficiency 
and quality of service. She served two terms 
as the president of the Erie County Town 
Clerk’s Association and she was honored as 

the New York State Town Clerk of the year in 
2001. 

Ms. Meissner’s service to her community 
goes well above her role as Town Clerk. She 
also has been active in local schools, working 
to register graduating seniors and teaching 
younger students about the value of being an 
engaged citizen. Working with local youth is a 
passion of Ms. Meissner’s, she sponsors a 
youth baseball and soccer team, and she is a 
guest reader at her local elementary school. 

In addition to serving the young adults of 
her community Ms. Meissner also serves hon-
orably as a member of The Town of Evans 
Volunteer Fire Company’s Ladies Auxiliary. 
Throughout her years of service Ms. Meissner 
has had an impact on countless projects and 
programs, and she has assuredly made her 
community a better place. For her service she 
has received Certificates of Appreciation from 
the Town of Evans Lions Club, and The Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Ms. Carol A. Meissner for her dedication to 
her community. She is an excellent role model 
for the young adults she works with, a leader 
for her fellow community members, and a 
shinning example of what it means to be a 
public servant. I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Carol 
Meissner on her retirement from the Town of 
Evans Office of the Clerk. 

f 

HONORING ZANE ERIC CLARK 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Zane Eric Clark, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 87, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Zane has been very active with his troop 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Zane has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Zane Eric Clark for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

COMMEMORATING MARCH AS RED 
CROSS MONTH 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize March as National Red 
Cross Month. The American Red Cross has 
provided assistance and comfort to commu-
nities stricken by disasters large and small 
since it was founded in 1881 by Clara Barton. 
For over 100 years, the American Red Cross 
has continued to help ensure our communities 
are prepared and resilient in the face of future 
disasters. 

Madam Speaker, at home and abroad, one 
in five Americans is touched by the Red Cross 
every single year. On September 29, an 8.0 
earthquake in the Pacific Ocean generated 
tsunami waves in American Samoa, Samoa 
and Tonga, killing more than 170 people. The 
district I represent, the 37th of California, has 
the largest population of Samoans in the conti-
nental United States, so this tragedy directly 
impacted many families in my district. I would 
like to recognize the American Red Cross for 
their invaluable assistance and quick response 
in providing relief after this event. I can attest 
to the good work they did when I traveled to 
American Samoa to deliver supplies donated 
by my constituents. The American Red Cross 
mobilized 90 volunteers to provide food, water, 
and relief supplies, as well as tracing services 
for families separated during the disaster. The 
Samoan Red Cross mobilized 200 volunteers 
to distribute relief items and support camps 
sheltering the homeless, with the goal of as-
sisting 15,000 people. 

In my district, the Greater Long Beach 
Chapter of the American Red Cross has 590 
registered volunteers. They have certified 
32,160 people in CPR/first aid, AED and water 
safety skills, and more than 4,330 people have 
received disaster preparedness training 
through health fairs, speaking engagements or 
trained in preparedness classes. In addition, 
the Disaster Action Teams (DAT) responded 
to 33 local emergency operations, opened 3 
shelters and provided disaster shelter and 
food to 58 individuals, and financial support to 
39 families. Finally, our volunteer youth group 
served 1,000 needy adults and children at 
their annual Holiday Project. 

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, I ask that 
you and my distinguished colleagues join me 
in applauding the hard work of the American 
Red Cross volunteers and celebrating March 
as American Red Cross Month. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO UMB BANK 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, Chairman 
FRANK and I would like to extend our con-
gratulations to UMB Bank, its officers, direc-
tors, shareholders and employees on being 
designated by Forbes magazine as the sec-
ond-best bank in America in 2009. UMB Fi-
nancial Corporation headquartered in Kansas 
City, Missouri, is a $10.2 billion bank founded 
in 1913 with first day deposits of $1,100.00. 
Six generations of the Kemper family have 
owned and/or operated UMB. Currently Mar-
iner Kemper is the Chairman and Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Peter deSilva, is the President 
and Chief Operating Officer, Peter Genovese 
is the Vice Chairman and Michael Hagedorn is 
the Chief Financial Officer. UMB operates in 
seven states—Missouri, Illinois, Colorado, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska and Arizona 
and is the second largest bank holding com-
pany headquartered in Missouri. 

The Bank’s shared corporate vision is ‘‘To 
be recognized for THE unparalleled customer 
experience.’’ One of the corporation’s shared 
values is ‘‘Customers First—We do the unpar-
alleled to create an environment that consist-
ently exceeds the expectations of our cus-
tomers.’’ 
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UMB Bank embodies strong community in-

volvement in all the communities it serves. 
From financing for small businesses, to pro-
viding working capital loans to companies that 
support job creation and retention, to em-
ployee volunteerism and corporate donations 
UMB stands tall with their communities. In fact 
UMB just received an ‘‘Outstanding’’ rating 
from the Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency in their most recent public evaluation of 
UMB’s community lending and participation. 

When the largest banks in America were 
trying to repay billions of dollars in TARP 
funds and to improve their balance sheets and 
to deal with the impact of severe economic 
problems in the states where they do busi-
ness, UMB was keeping to their business 
strategy, conservative with slow, steady 
growth. Their non-performing loans as a per-
cent to total loans was 0.7 percent, the fourth 
best in this category in the country; reserves 
as a percentage of nonperforming loans was 
210 percent; and their Tier 1 capital ratio was 
13.5 percent. Their stock trades at 1.5 times 
its book value. In a September 2009 
TheStreet.com article ‘‘UMB’s Kemper Proves 
Boring Is Better: Best In Class’’, Mariner 
Kemper said ‘‘The Street, the investor popu-
lation, believed that we . . . could leverage 
[our] earnings streams more, if we had taken 
the same risks as the rest of the industry. I’m 
thrilled to be able to stand up and say: Those 
strategies worked for us! We didn’t erase 20 
years of earnings by taking three years of 
risks.’’ 

To be rated the second-best bank in Amer-
ica in 2009 by Forbes out of the 100 largest 
banks and thrifts in America is ‘‘A great source 
of pride for everyone at UMB’’, Mariner Kemp-
er said in a January press release. He went 
on to say, ‘‘This ranking also shows that the 
regional banking model works. UMB sticks to 
our time-tested prudent business practices, 
such as making loans within our territory, 
building relationships with our customers and 
understanding that strong underwriting prac-
tices produce quality results. Our standards 
have remained unchanged in all economic 
conditions. This principle, as well as a focus 
on a diversified income stream from fee-based 
businesses, affords us steady growth.’’ 

Madam Speaker, again we offer UMB Bank 
and all its employees, officers, directors and 
shareholders our heartiest congratulations on 
a job well done. 

f 

HONORING W. GLENN WINFREY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize W. Glenn Winfrey, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 82, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Glenn has been very active with his troop 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Glenn has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending W. Glenn Winfrey for his 

accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sunday, March 21, 2010 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
submit for the record a letter sent to me by the 
Physician Insurers Association (PIAA) ex-
pressing their concerns that multiple provi-
sions of H.R. 3590 could potentially create 
new causes of action for medical liability 
claims despite the assurances I received from 
the committees and others that there would be 
no impact. 

Mr. Speaker, the House-passed H.R. 3962 
prevented these causes of action from being 
created by adding Section 261. Section 261 
stated that the development, recognition, or 
implementation of any guideline or other 
standard shall not be construed to establish 
the standard of care or the duty of care owed 
by healthcare providers to their patients in any 
malpractice action or claim. 

Mr. Speaker, for the record, it was the legis-
lative intent of Congress to insert Section 261 
or similar language in any Conference Com-
mittee bill to prevent new causes of action. It 
was not and never has been the intent of this 
legislation to create any new causes of action 
or claims premised on the development of 
guidelines or other standards. 

PHYSICIAN INSURERS 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 
Rockville, MD, March 9, 2010. 

Hon. DENNIS CARDOZA, 
Longworth Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN CARDOZA: On behalf of 
the 60 domestic primary medical professional 
liability insurance company members of the 
Physician Insurers Association of America 
(PIAA), I am writing regarding the 
healthcare reform legislation passed by the 
Senate. Specifically, I would like to share 
our concerns about the legislation creating 
new causes of action for medical liability 
claims. 

The PIAA is the only trade association in 
the nation dedicated solely to the medical 
professional liability insurance industry. Our 
members are physician and other healthcare 
provider owned or operated professional li-
ability insurers which provide indemnifica-
tion for over 60% of America’s doctors, as 
well as dentists, hospitals and other 
healthcare providers. Our member insurance 
companies were formed by state medical, 
dental and hospital associations over the 
past 30 years, to include 4 which are domi-
ciled in California. They were formed with 
the specific goals of lowering insurance costs 
for providers and helping patients through 
sound underwriting and patient safety prac-
tices. In this regard, we are uniquely quali-
fied to offer our perspective on medical li-
ability issues. 

As approved by the Senate, H.R. 3590 con-
tains at least 14 provisions which could cre-
ate new causes of action for medical liability 
claims. These include: 

Section 2701 (adult health quality meas-
ures). 

Section 2702 (payment adjustments for 
health care acquired conditions). 

Section 3001 (Hospital Value-Based Pur-
chase Program). 

Section 3002 (improvements to the Physi-
cian Quality Reporting Initiative). 

Section 3003 (improvements to the Physi-
cian Feedback Program). 

Section 3007 (value based payment modifier 
under physician fee schedule). 

Section 3008 (payment adjustment for con-
ditions acquired in hospitals). 

Section 3013 (quality measure develop-
ment). 

Section 3014 (quality measurement). 

Section 3021 (Establishment of Center for 
Medicare and Medicaid Innovation). 

Section 3025 (hospital readmission reduc-
tion program). 

Section 3501 (health care delivery system 
research, quality improvement). 

Section 4003 (Task Force on Clinical and 
Preventive Services). 

Section 4301 (research to optimize deliver 
of public health services). 

Sufficient questions were raised about 
these sections of H.R. 3590 that a provision 
was added to the bill commissioning a Gov-
ernment Accountability Office (GAO) study 
to see if these sections did indeed result in 
new avenues for medical liability claims to 
be filed. Quite simply, such a study is unnec-
essary and possibly harmful. If Congress in-
tends to create multiple new avenues for the 
filing of medical liability claims, it does not 
need to commission the study. If, as we have 
been told, it does not intend to substantially 
increase medical liability litigation, a study 
will only needlessly create an opening for 
such cases to be filed until Congress finds 
the opportunity to correct the issue. 

Congress should not wait for a study to be 
conducted—it should clearly state its intent 
in the legislation to not create new medical 
liability causes of action which could dra-
matically increase medical liability insur-
ance premiums and potentially decrease ac-
cess to healthcare providers in the process. 
The PIAA recommends the following legisla-
tion language to address this issue: 

Sec. XXXX—Construction Regarding 
Standard of Care 

The development, recognition, or imple-
mentation of any guideline or other standard 
under any provision of this Act shall not be 
construed to establish the standard of care 
or duty of care owed by healthcare providers 
to their patients in any medical malpractice 
action or claim (as defined in section 431(7) 
of the Health Care Quality Improvement Act 
of 1986 (42 U.S.C.10 11151(7)). 

From the very beginning of the healthcare 
reform debate, there has been broad con-
sensus that medical liability reform was a 
necessary component in making our 
healthcare system more efficient and effec-
tive. While the exact nature of that reform 
has been the source of some disagreement, 
no one has been suggesting that our medical 
system will be improved by having new op-
portunities for even more medical liability 
claims to be filed. Congress should ensure 
such opportunities are not created by 
healthcare reform legislation. 

Thank you for your time and consideration 
of this critically important issue. Should 
you have any questions about these pro-
posals, or need additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. We 
look forward to working with you on this 
most important issue. 

Sincerely, 
LAWRENCE E. SMARR, 

President. 
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