March 24, 2010

STARKS, ‘‘A LEGEND IN POLITICS,”” DIES
By David Skolnick

Even though Herman ‘‘Pete’” Starks last
held office in 1985, he remained a local polit-
ical force. Starks, 80, died Sunday.

The local political icon served 22 years as
the city’s 2nd Ward councilman, representing
most of the East side. Sparks spent 17 of
those years as chairman of the council’s
powerful finance committee.

‘““He was very instrumental in my cam-
paign,” said Councilman DeMaine Kitchen,
D-2nd, elected in 2007. ‘‘He was a sounding
board for my campaign. He was a legend in
politics in the Mahoning Valley.”

Starks was elected to his first two-year
term on council in 1963. When he was re-
elected in 1973, he became the first person to
serve six consecutive terms as a representa-
tive of any ward in the city.

Starks was elected 11 straight times before
opting not to run for his council seat in 1985.
Instead, Starks ran for mayor that year, los-
ing the Democratic Primary to Patrick
Ungaro.

Ungaro served on council with Starks for
six years as council president. Ungaro was
elected mayor in 1983, serving 14 years in the
capacity, and is Liberty Township’s adminis-
trator.

“We fought like cats and dogs, but we
shook hands when we were done,” Ungaro
said. ‘‘He was a dominant person in govern-
ment. Even after Pete left office, his influ-
ence was enormous and overwhelming with
council. He was still the person you had to
work with.”

James E. Fortune Sr., a former 24-year
council member, served six of those years
with Starks.

‘“He was a teacher,” Fortune said, ‘I
learned so much from Pete, particularly
about finances. When he was on council, he
was practically the leader of the city. We
had the utmost respect for him.”’

George M. McKelvey, a former 3rd Ward
councilman and eight-year mayor, started
his political career sitting next to Starks at
council meetings.

“I am, still to this day impressed with his
knowledge,” he said. ‘“When he talked, I lis-
tened. His best qualities were his loyalty and
honesty. With Pete Starks, his word was his
bond.”

When Jay Williams announced he was run-
ning for mayor in 2005, Starks called him.

‘“‘He said, ‘You’'re going to be mayor,’”’ said
Williams, who won that race and was re-
elected to a second four-year term last year.
‘“‘He said it so matter of fact like the sun will
come up tomorrow.”’

Williams said Starks ‘‘was never shy about
offering his advice and perspective. You al-
ways knew where Pete stood.”

Councilman Jamael Tito Brown, D-3rd, and
currently chairman of the finance com-
mittee, said the would speak with Starks
from time to time about city finances.

‘“‘He was legendary in the city,” Brown
said. ‘“He was still on top of things in city
government’’ before his death.

Funeral arrangements being handled by
L.E. Black Phillips & Holden.

HONORING JOHN KOHLER
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
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Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the years of service given to
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the people of Chautauqua County by Mr. John
Kohler. Mr. Kohler served his constituency
faithfully and just during his tenure as the
Hannover Town Justice.

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr.
Kohler served his term with his head held high
and a smile on his face the entire way. | have
no doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting
impression on the people of Chautauqua
County.

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr.
Kohler is one of those people and that is why
Madam Speaker | rise in tribute to him today.

———

HONORING LAVERNE JONES-
FERRETTE

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise to proudly offer my congratulations, on be-
half of Virgin Islanders everywhere, to Laverne
Jones-Ferrette, number one in the world in the
60 meters with a time of 6.97, the first woman
to run under the 7.00 seconds barrier in over
a decade and a semi-finalist at the IAAF
World Indoor Championships in Doha, Qatar.
| also congratulate Tabarie Henry, a third year
student at Texas A&M University who is listed
by the International Association of Athletic
Federations as the number one 400 meter
runner in the world.

The Virgin Islands, with a population of
roughly 120,000, has produced legends in
every field who continue to be part of the fab-
ric of America, and these two outstanding na-
tive Virgin Islanders, through their hard work,
have made their contributions in sports that
have brought worldwide recognition to them
and to U.S. Virgin Islands.

There are also other outstanding members
of the V.l National Track and Field Team who
continue to excel in their respective events:
Adrian Durant—100 meter; Leslie Murray—
400 meter hurdles; Calvin Dascent—400 x
400 meter and 4 x 100 meter relay; David
Walters—4 x 100 meter relay; Terry Charles—
4 x 400 meter relay; Leon Hunt—long jump;
Muhammid Halim—triple jump; Allison Peter—
200 meter; Courtney Patterson—100 meter;
Wyanetta Kirby—long jump and 100 meter
hurdles and Desiree King—800 meter and 400
meter hurdles.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in saluting Laverne on earning a silver
medal at the IAAF World Indoor Champion-
ships in Quatar, Tabarie, and all of our ath-
letes and wish them god-speed as they con-
tinue to shine.
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HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
Nos. 172—Previous Question to H. Res. 1205;
173—H. Res. 1205; 174—H.J. Res. 80; 175—
H. Res. 1186; 176—H.R. 3976; 177—H.R.
4592; | was keynote Speaker at L.A.S.A. Din-
ner hosted by former H.E.W. Secretary Joe
Califano. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes.”

——————

HONORING REV. VINCENT M.
COOKE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the many accomplishments of
Rev. Vincent M. Cooke, S.J. Since becoming
President of Buffalo’s Canisius College in
1993, Rev. Cooke has steadily advanced ev-
erything from the school’s faculty to its resi-
dence halls, making Canisius into the distin-
guished institution it is today.

Rev. Cooke began his Presidency at
Canisius with the mantra, “nothing less than
quality would be acceptable.” He has certainly
followed through on these words. During his
time at Canisius, Rev. Cooke has restored
and enhanced the school’s residence halls,
Old Main and Lyons Hall, as well as its award-
winning Montante Cultural Center. He began a
17 month, $22 million upgrade of Canisius’
technological resources, creating more than
50 state-of-the-art classrooms.

Rev. Cooke’s dedication to excellence ex-
tends far beyond Canisius’ facilities; not only
did he raise the school’s academic standards,
Rev. Cooke also increased Canisius’ applicant
pool outside of Western New York and offered
additional merit-based aid and scholarship as-
sistance to the most qualified students. He
dedicated himself to hiring the best possible
faculty and, over the past decade, has in-
creased the number of courses taught by full-
time faculty while decreasing Canisius’ stu-
dent-to-faculty ratio.

Rev. Cooke’s successes have meant so
much for Canisius College; however the bene-
fits of his work have extended to the sur-
rounding community as well. Through his win-
win approach to community relations Rev.
Cooke helped to establish a partnership with
Fannie Mae and Hunt Real Estate, creating
the Employer Assisted Housing Program
which provides incentives for college employ-
ees to buy homes close to campus. His efforts
to preserve historic campus buildings have in-
vigorated the surrounding community while an
increase in policing efforts have made the
campus and neighboring communities a safer
place.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
Rev. Cooke for his copious achievements. His
work as an educator, innovator, and leader
has bettered not only Canisius College but all
of Western New York as well.
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H.R. 4840, TO DESIGNATE THE FA-
CILITY OF THE UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE LOCATED AT
1979 CLEVELAND AVENUE IN CO-
LUMBUS, OHIO, AS THE ‘“CLAR-
ENCE D. LUMPKIN POST OFFICE”

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
express my support for H.R. 4840, the bill to
designate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 1979 Cleveland Ave-
nue in Columbus, Ohio, as the “Clarence D.
Lumpkin Post Office.”

Mr. Lumpkin has long been a pillar in Co-
lumbus and the Linden community. Born in
1925, he grew up in the South in a family of
sharecroppers. After high school, Mr. Lumpkin
joined the United States Army where he
served his country honorably in World War I1.
After the War, Clarence Lumpkin moved to the
South Linden community in Columbus where
he was elected to the South Linden Area
Commission, and has been a driving force and
a leader in the community ever since. His
work and outstanding presence have touched
many lives and are very much appreciated by
his fellow central Ohioans. This post office
was saved from closing with the help of Mr.
Lumpkin’s tireless work, so it is appropriate
that this post office bears his name.

| hope you will join me in honoring the life
and accomplishments of Clarence D. Lumpkin
and recognizing his dedication to the Central
Ohio community.

—

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
FRANK D. CELEBREZZE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and remembrance of Frank D.
Celebrezze, a dedicated husband, father,
grandfather, an Army Veteran and a former
Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice.

A third-generation Italian-American, Judge
Celebrezze learned early the importance of
family, faith and service to community. From
1956 to 1958, he served in the Ohio Senate.
In 1964, he was elected to serve as a Cuya-
hoga County Common Pleas Court judge, a
position he held until 1972, when he was
elected to the Ohio Supreme Court. Judge
Celebrezze became Chief Justice in 1978 and
held that position until 1986.

Judge Celebrezze was highly admired by
those serving in the judicial system. He served
with honor, integrity and recognition of those
who served before him. He was a mentor and
friend to numerous attorneys, clerks and col-
leagues.

Above all else, Judge Celebrezze was a de-
voted husband, father and grandfather. He
and his wife, Mary Ann, were married for 62
years. Together, they raised their children Re-
becca “Judith Ann”, Frank D., Laura, David,
Jeffrey, Keith, Matthew and the late Brian and
Steven. He was a devoted grandfather to Mi-
randa, Christina, Nicole, Keith Jr., Daniel, Ash-
ley, Jessica, Jaime and Adam.
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Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in remembrance of the Honorable Judge
Frank D. Celebrezze. His legacy as a jurist
and as a man will not be forgotten.

————————

RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, March 21, 2010

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, | strongly op-
pose a government takeover of our nation’s
healthcare system. It is irresponsible for Con-
gress to approve a vastly unpopular and costly
measure at a time of unprecedented budget
deficits and uncertainty about the future of the
economy. Despite overwhelming opposition by
the American people, the Majority in Con-
gress, led by Speaker PELOSI, has resorted to
manipulating longstanding procedural rules to
rush through an overhaul of our nation’s
healthcare system. My constituents under-
stand that any bill that requires backroom spe-
cial deals to pass is fundamentally flawed.

Obtaining quality medical care is a top pri-
ority for Ohioans and their families. Instead of
forcing an unpopular, one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to healthcare reform, Congress and
the White House should listen to the American
people and return to the drawing board to ne-
gotiate a real bipartisan agreement in order to
achieve true reform.

Real health care reform does not have to
undermine the strengths of our current sys-
tem, nor limit doctor choice or care availability.
A series of commonsense measures will go a
long way toward improving health care for all
Americans. For example, insurance compa-
nies should be prohibited from excluding a
person for coverage based on pre-existing
conditions.

Medical research is also essential to bring-
ing health care costs down. Private ingenuity
is the strength of our current system and
should be preserved and encouraged. The
federal bureaucracy cannot stand in the way
of such important research.

When employees change jobs, they should
be able to take their health insurance with
them. Continuity of coverage can be critical for
a person in the midst of important health-re-
lated treatment.

Our litigation system forces doctors and
hospitals to raise operating costs. For dec-
ades, the cost of medical liability has risen
much more rapidly than actual medical care.
Limiting frivolous lawsuits would have a signifi-
cant effect on containing health care costs and
promoting accessibility to care.

Individuals should be allowed to deduct the
full cost of their health insurance premiums
from their federal income taxes. Furthermore,
we should expand the ability to put tax-free
dollars into Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)
to be used for lifetime medical expenses.
These measures alone would make health
care more affordable for many.

These are reasonable reforms that don’t rely
upon the creation of a new, massive govern-
ment health system. Although | oppose this
bill, 1 will continue to fight to replace this gov-
ernment takeover of our healthcare system,
and | remain committed to supporting South-
west Ohioans’ call for commonsense solu-
tions.

March 24, 2010

RECOGNIZING JIN LEE FOR REP-
RESENTING VIRGINIA AT THE
““SCHOOL FLAGS ACROSS THE
U.S. ... FLYING HIGH” EVENT
ON MARCH 25, 2010

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Jin Lee, a resident
of Woodbridge, who is representing Virginia at
the National Youth Art Month event, “School
Flags Across the U.S. . . . Flying High.”

Jin is a talented 10th grade student from
Forest Park High School in Prince William
County. He is being recognized along with
participants from every other state in the
Youth Art Month flag design program. Jin and
the rest of the winners will be honored at the
Library of Congress on March 25, 2010. Jin
will be attending the ceremony with his family
and his teacher.

The Council for Art Education sponsors Na-
tional Youth Art Month, an advocacy program
held each March to emphasize the value of art
and art education for all children. Students
from all over the country participate in the
Youth Art Month flag design program with
each state selecting the flag that best rep-
resents their state and the creative spirit of
Youth Art Month.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Jin Lee and all the win-
ners of the Youth Art Month flag design pro-
gram. | also want to recognize every patrtici-
pant for symbolizing the creative spirit of our
youth. Their efforts in promoting the impor-
tance of art education in this country deserve
our highest praise.

——————

HONORING BILL O’CONNOR

HON. FRANK D. LUCAS

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, | would like to
take the time to recognize the retirement of a
longtime Republican aide on the House Agri-
culture Committee: Bill O’Conner. For more
than 30 years, Bill O’'Conner has come to be
known as a highly knowledgeable staffer who
could work with members and aides from both
sides of the aisle, respected for his profes-
sionalism, and appreciated for the experience
and expertise he contributed to policy discus-
sions.

Although Bill was raised in Kansas, | am
proud to recognize that he was born in my
home state of Oklahoma. He graduated from
Wichita State University. And after serving a
tour with the Marines, he earned his master’s
degree at Wichita State University and contin-
ued to do doctoral work at Ohio State Univer-
sity.

Bill’s long career on Capitol Hill began in
1979 when he first worked as an analyst for
the House Republican Conference. In 1981,
he became the Executive Director of the
House Republican Research Committee under
the Chairmanship of Rep. Ed Madigan of llli-
nois. Two years later when Rep. Madigan be-
came the Ranking Republican on the House
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