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help people in need, and in this case those 
who have lost everything. I commend all the 
students, their families and especially their 
guidance counselor, Karlene Hughes, and 
Principal Pam Nystrom, who facilitated this 
heartwarming effort with the students. I con-
sider it an honor to represent each of these 
fifth graders and all of those involved in 
‘‘Penny Wars,’’ in the United States Congress 
and again I thank them for their great act of 
kindness and charity. 

f 

RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sunday, March 21, 2010 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, as Americans, one 
of our most sacred and fundamental rights is 
the right to protest that with which we dis-
agree, and I am encouraged to see Americans 
exercising that right by joining together at the 
Capitol to voice their opinion on health care 
reform. The actions of a few individuals, re-
vealed last week in news reports, who shout-
ed profane and bigoted language at members 
of Congress, has no place in this debate or 
any other. These actions are deeply regret-
table. Across our nation, Americans have en-
gaged in peaceful demonstrations all across 
the country voicing their opinions in townhalls, 
rallies, marches and protests. By engaging in 
robust, civil debate, we honor the highest and 
best tradition of our democracy. 

f 

HONORING UNITED STATES 
PARALYMPIAN ADAM PAGE OF 
LANCASTER, NEW YORK 

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that the House join me in recognizing 
Adam Page of Lancaster, New York, a proud 
member of the United States Paralympics sled 
hockey team, who most recently won a gold 
medal in the Winter Games at Vancouver. 

Currently a senior at St. Mary’s High School 
in Lancaster, Adam was born with spina bifida, 
a birth defect caused by the incomplete forma-
tion of vertebrae. His parents were told that 
Adam would never walk, probably would be 
blind and probably retarded. Adam had other 
ideas. 

At the age of eight, Adam was determined 
to do what so many of his fellow Western New 
Yorkers do growing up—play ice hockey. He 
started his formal hockey playing days with 
the Buffalo Sabres sled hockey club team, and 
his hard work and hockey skills soon propelled 
him to the junior national team, and a year 
after that Adam was named to the senior na-
tional team. 

Adam scored his first goal at the 2008 IPC 
Ice Sledge Hockey World Championships, and 
in addition to his participation on this year’s 
gold medal-winning Paralympian team, he has 
also been a member of the gold medal-win-
ning 2010 Japan Para Ice Sledge team, the 
2009 Paralympic Team of the Year, the gold 

medal-winning 2009 World Champion team, 
and the 2008 bronze medal-winning IPC Ice 
Sledge Hockey World Champion. 

Adam has overcome so much in his life, 
and it is a testament to his hard work and 
dedication and the support of his family and 
friends who have stood by his side. 

I again ask that the House join me in con-
gratulating Adam on winning the gold medal 
as a member of Team USA’s Paralympics 
sled hockey team, and wish him much suc-
cess in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUSAN CAMPBELL 
AS THE OKALOOSA COUNTY SUP-
PORT PERSON OF THE YEAR 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mrs. Susan Campbell 
as the Okaloosa County, Florida Support Per-
son of the Year for the 2009–2010 school 
year. I am honored to acknowledge her exem-
plary achievements and her dedication to the 
students and teachers of Northwest Florida. 

Susan has worked as a school clerk and 
guidance counselor at Niceville High School 
for the past eight years. Over her career, she 
has been one of the most dedicated resources 
for Niceville’s students. She teaches financial 
aid workshops, schedules college visits, men-
tors new students, and provides parent/stu-
dent seminars on a range of college-related 
topics. She also takes a special interest in 
Niceville’s seniors, preparing them for gradua-
tion and life after high school. The high 
school’s seniors regularly earn close to $10 
million in scholarships every year based in 
large part on Susan’s hard work. 

For her dedication both inside and outside 
the classroom, Susan has been recognized on 
numerous occasions. She is a supporter of the 
American Heart Association and the American 
Cancer Society, as well as a volunteer for the 
Covenant Hospice. She and her husband 
Wayne Campbell are members of the Alexis 
de Tocqueville Society for their contributions 
to the Okaloosa County community through 
United Way. Susan’s other volunteer service 
includes the Northwest Florida State College 
Meagan Lynne Campbell Nursing Scholarship 
and the Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy 
Center. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to recognize 
Susan Campbell as the Okaloosa County Sup-
port Person of the Year. Her passion for her 
students is commendable and her dedication 
to her profession and her community is highly 
deserving of this award. My wife Vicki and I 
wish Susan, her husband Wayne, and her 
family all the best for the future. 

f 

HONORING DAVID KLEPAREK 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the years of service given to 

the people of Chautauqua County by Mr. 
David Kleparek. Mr. Kleparek served his con-
stituency faithfully and justly during his tenure 
as a member of the Chautauqua County Leg-
islature, serving district 24. 

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but 
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr. 
Kleparek served his term with his head held 
high and a smile on his face the entire way. 
I have no doubt that his kind demeanor left a 
lasting impression on the people of Chau-
tauqua County. 

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the 
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr. 
Kleparek is one of those people and that is 
why, Madam Speaker, I rise in tribute to him 
today. 

f 

RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Sunday, March 21, 2010 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to voice my opposition to this govern-
ment takeover of health care. I believe im-
provements could be made to the existing 
health care system, but this government take-
over of one-sixth of the economy is not the 
right answer. It will not lower the cost of health 
care, but will add layers of bureaucracy and 
confusion to the existing system. 

I am not alone in opposing this flawed, irre-
sponsible bill. In the past week, more than a 
thousand constituents from the 19th District of 
Texas have emailed and called me to express 
their opposition, and thousands more have 
contacted me in opposition since this debate 
began last year. 

My constituents don’t understand why the 
House leadership insists on going down the 
road of trying to enact a government takeover 
of health care that our nation can’t afford and 
that will not improve their health care. They 
don’t understand why leaders in Congress 
refuse to listen to the American people. They 
do not support this expansion of government; 
they do not support their tax dollars funding 
coverage for abortion; and they do not want 
us to approve this legislation. 

We must ask ourselves whether this legisla-
tion advances the principle of empowerment 
or expands entitlement. I strongly believe gov-
ernment should empower individuals to be 
successful in the economy, rather than enact 
policies that make them more dependent on 
the federal government. Our Founders be-
lieved in empowerment, but this legislation 
shows how far this Congress has strayed from 
this principle. 

This legislation clearly expands entitlement 
and blatantly fails to empower Americans. The 
policies being proposed today will create more 
uncertainty for employers trying to create new 
jobs, increase costs for families and create 
new unfunded liabilities for the federal govern-
ment. We cannot continue down this path of 
entitlement; it simply does not work. 

This bill increases government spending by 
$1.2 trillion and increases taxes by $569 bil-
lion. It also includes unfunded mandates that 
states cannot afford in the form of Medicaid 
expansions. 
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Rather than lowering health care premiums 

for families by up to $2,500, as the Republican 
plan would do, this bill does nothing to help 
contain rising health care costs—the chief 
health care concern of most Americans. In 
fact, the Congressional Budget Office reports 
that the reconciliation bill will have a similar ef-
fect on premiums as the Senate bill, which is 
to increase insurance premiums for families by 
$2,100 per year compared to passing no bill at 
all. Up to 9 million Americans who currently 
have health insurance coverage from their em-
ployer could lose it under this bill. 

I am deeply disappointed that this legislation 
fails to provide robust protection for the un-
born and for taxpayers who oppose their dol-
lars going toward abortion. 

Over the next 10 years, this legislation will 
increase the federal government’s commitment 
to health care by $400 billion. At a time when 
the federal deficit is $1.5 trillion and the na-
tional debt is projected to triple by 2020, it is 
completely irresponsible for Congress to add 
more unsustainable government spending to 
the tab that our children and grandchildren will 
have to pick up. 

We can make health care more affordable, 
available and accessible for everyone without 
nationalizing the system, raising taxes and pil-
ing on the debt. We need to sit down, in a bi- 
partisan way, and work on real reform that will 
help American families. That is what the 
American people want and what they deserve. 

On behalf of the 19th Congressional District, 
I stand in strong opposition to this legislation. 
This Congress must do better; the American 
people demand that we do better. We must 
reject this bill. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, unfortunately, I missed the following 
recorded votes on the House floor the week of 
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 through Friday, 
March 12, 2010. 

For Tuesday, March 9, 2010, had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on Rollcall 
vote No. 92 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H.R. 3650), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall 
vote No. 93 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 1069), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall 
vote No. 94 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Res. 935). 

For Wednesday, March 10, 2010, had I 
been present I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on Roll-
call vote No. 95 (on agreeing to H. Res. 1146, 
which provides for consideration of H. Con. 
Res. 248), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall vote No. 96 (on 
motion to suspend the rules and agree to H. 
Res. 1088), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall vote No. 97 (on 
motion to suspend the rules and agree to H.R. 
4621), ‘‘no’’ on Rollcall vote No. 98 (on agree-
ing to H. Con. Res. 248), ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall 
vote No. 99 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H. Con. Res. 249), ‘‘aye’’ on 
Rollcall vote No. 100 (on motion to suspend 
the rules and agree to H. Res. 1144). 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding a provision classified as an ear-
mark in H.R. 3619, the Coast Guard Author-
ization Act of 2010, which passed the House 
on October 23, 2009. 

Requesting Member: The Honorable THOM-
AS E. PETRI 

Bill Number: H.R. 3619 
Account: No funding, legislative provision in 

the Coast Guard Authorization Act 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: VCNA 

Prairie Illinois Inc. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 7601 W. 79th 

Street, Bridgeview, IL 60455 
Description of Request: The legislative pro-

vision in the Coast Guard authorization bill 
would restore Coastwise Trading privileges to 
the barge St. Marys Cement. From the time of 
construction in 1986 to 2000, St. Marys Ce-
ment was registered under the U.S. flag with 
Coastwise Trading privileges. In 2000, the St. 
Marys Cement relinquished Coastwise Trading 
privileges upon being reflagged under the Ca-
nadian flag. Operations have since changed 
and, in order to maximize efficiency of its U.S. 
operations, St. Marys Cement proposes to op-
erate the barge directly between U.S. ports 
(including several in Wisconsin). On Sep-
tember 9, 2009, St. Marys Cement received a 
Certificate of Documentation, reestablishing 
the vessel as an American flagged vessel. 
Since the vessel was once registered outside 
the U.S., the only way for St. Marys Cement 
to return to operating directly between U.S. 
ports is to restore its Coastwise Trading privi-
leges legislatively. Allowing the barge to do so 
would add American maritime jobs and pro-
vide Great Lakes-based manufacturing plants 
additional business opportunities. The cost of 
transporting raw materials to U.S. manufac-
turing facilities in Ohio, Michigan, and Wis-
consin would be reduced. This was a joint re-
quest with Representative BART STUPAK and 
Representative STEVE KAGEN, M.D. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NAVY SEAL CHIEF 
PETTY OFFICER ADAM BROWN 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true American hero. On March 18, 
2010, our state and nation lost a great patriot 
when Navy SEAL Chief Petty Officer Adam 
Brown, age 36, died in Afghanistan from inju-
ries sustained during combat operations in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Chief Brown was raised in Arkansas by his 
loving parents, Larry and Janice Brown, and 
graduated from Lake Hamilton High School in 
Hot Springs. Chief Brown also attended Ar-
kansas Tech University in Russellville where 
he played football. Although I never had the 
honor to meet Chief Brown, I extend my deep-
est condolences on behalf of all Arkansans to 

his family, friends, colleagues, and acquaint-
ances for this devastating loss. 

Chief Brown enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 
1998 and joined the Navy SEALs in 2001. 
Since that time, he has been assigned to var-
ious East Coast-based SEAL teams where he 
made several combat deployments in support 
of the global war on terror, distinguishing him-
self during numerous combat operations in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. He carried out his duties 
with pride in his country and without reserva-
tion, and each of us owes him our eternal 
gratitude for his selfless sacrifice. 

Chief Brown was a highly-decorated combat 
veteran and received numerous awards and 
citations during his 12-year Navy career, in-
cluding the Bronze Star with combat ‘‘V’’ dis-
tinguishing device; Purple Heart; Joint Service 
Commendation Medal with combat ‘‘V’’ distin-
guishing device; Joint Service Achievement 
Medal; five Navy and Marine Corps Achieve-
ment Medals; three Good Conduct Medals; 
the National Defense Service Medal; Afghani-
stan Campaign Medal; Iraq Campaign Medal; 
Marksmanship medals for both rifle and pistol; 
and a multitude of personal, unit, and cam-
paign decorations. 

My deepest thoughts and prayers are with 
his loving wife and two children who live in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia; his parents, and the 
rest of his family during this extraordinarily dif-
ficult time. 

Our nation is safer and stronger because of 
brave heroes like Chief Brown. Today, I ask 
all members of Congress to join me as we 
honor the life of Navy SEAL Chief Petty Offi-
cer Adam Brown and his legacy, as well as 
each man and woman in our armed forces 
who give the ultimate sacrifice in service to 
our great country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BLINDED VET-
ERANS ASSOCIATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and honor the Blinded Veterans As-
sociation on its 65th anniversary of rep-
resenting blinded veterans and their families. 

On March 28, 1945, 100 blinded members 
of the Armed Forces who served in World War 
II formed the Blinded Veterans Association at 
Avon ‘‘Old Farms’’ Army Convalescent Hos-
pital in Connecticut. The founders of the Blind-
ed Veterans Association were a cross-section 
of heroes and pioneers who not only shaped 
the rich history, philosophy, and knowledge of 
education and rehabilitation of the blind, but 
also provided insight into current and future 
challenges facing the blind and engaged in 
continual advocacy efforts to ensure that serv-
ices for all blinded persons would be unique 
and specialized. In 1946, General Omar Brad-
ley, of the Veterans Administration, appointed 
the Blinded Veterans Association as the first 
official representative for blinded veterans for 
the filing of claims and appeals to the Vet-
erans Administration, making the Blinded Vet-
erans Association only the eighth veterans 
service organization to receive such authoriza-
tion. 
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