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Even when competition cannot fix a dys-
functional market on its own entirely, it will al-
most always contribute to the solution, by en-
suring that market incentives are aligned in a
healthy fashion, in the direction of serving con-
sumers rather than taking advantage of them.

Competition advice from the federal antitrust
enforcement agencies will not only help en-
sure that health care and health insurance
regulatory policy is appropriately sensitive to
competitive conditions and dynamics in the
markets involved. By helping place regulatory
policy on a sound analytical footing, it will
strengthen it against any potential legal chal-
lenge by those opposing reform efforts. More-
over, the very fact of antitrust oversight in con-
nection with this advisory analysis will help
deter anticompetitive behavior.

To take just one important example, the
new law creates health insurance exchanges,
to be set up by the States, to help make sure
families and small businesses have meaning-
ful choices for health insurance. In order for
these exchanges to achieve their purpose,
they need to attract not just the insurance
companies that are already dominant in their
market, but other insurance companies, in-
cluding new ones eager to establish them-
selves. Dominant health insurance companies
have many ways of protecting their dominance
by making it harder for others to make com-
petitive inroads. And they have powerful anti-
competitive incentives to do just that.

Accordingly, we can expect the dominant
health insurance companies to be offering
plenty of their own advice to State legislatures
and agencies on how to structure the new ex-
changes, and we can expect that their advice
will be tailored to favor their own interests.
Their self-serving advice, if followed, could
have the potential to stop competition in its
tracks, and deny consumers the benefits of
choice, innovation, and affordability that com-
petition brings.

The more the States can keep promotion of
competition in their sights as they design and
implement the exchanges, the better those ex-
changes will work to widen the effective
choices available for the families and small
businesses who need them. And the federal
antitrust enforcement agencies can be a valu-
able source of expertise in ensuring that the
exchanges are designed and implemented so
as to harness the power of competitive market
incentives as fully as possible.

Along with the antitrust savings clause in
the text of the health care bill, which ensures
that the normal operation of the antitrust laws
is in no way altered or disrupted, use of this
well-established advisory role will help ensure
that the health insurance marketplace is fixed
in a manner that makes maximum use of com-
petitive market forces to achieve these impor-
tant objectives for American families and small
businesses.

———

END VETERAN HOMELESSNESS
ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 22, 2010

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise in support of H. Res. 4810,
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“End Veterans Homelessness Act of 2010” in-
troduced by my distinguished colleague from
California, Representative FILNER.

H. Res. 4810 will amend Title 38 of the
United States Code, in order to make certain
improvements in the services rendered to
homeless veterans under the laws that are ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. Improvements in services rendered to
homeless veterans will include increases in
the amount authorized to be appropriated for
comprehensive programs, adjusted payments
for providing various services such as fur-
nishing services to homeless veterans, sup-
ported housing program outreach, financial as-
sistance for low-income families, and the pro-
motion of awareness of available Department
of Veterans Affairs programs.

Throughout our country’s history, our brave
men and women in uniform have made the ul-
timate sacrifice to protect our freedom around
the world, and | am proud to support legisla-
tion that will aid our nation’s veterans. | have
worked tirelessly to pass legislation that will
give our veterans the benefits that they need
and deserve. | have supported legislation,
such as H. Res. 6081, “The Heroes Earnings
Assistance and Relief Tax of 2008”, H. Res.
1054, “Honoring the service and achieve-
ments of women in the Armed Forces and fe-
male veterans”, H. Res. 2790, “To establish
the position of Director of Physician Assistant
Services within the office of the Under Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs for Health as
amended”, and H. Res. 3480, “Let Our Vet-
erans Rest in Peace Act of 2008” to support
our veterans. My fellow Americans, we must
remember that it is because of them that we
are able to continue to be a democratic nation.
All Americans must realize that we owe our
liberty to those veterans who have served
their nation 110% without fear. They definitely
deserve our assistance and support in every
way possible. | have always and will continue
to fight for legislation that protects our vet-
erans.

| really find it unacceptable that an esti-
mated 131,000 veterans are homeless on any
given night after honorably serving their coun-
try. We are doing our veterans a great dis-
service. We owe our veterans the utmost re-
spect, appreciation, and definitely a home to
come home to after serving as a member of
our armed forces. In these challenging eco-
nomic times, we must do more to provide for
our veterans’ basic needs. H. Res. 4810
shows that all Americans take pride in our vet-
erans’ service to this nation, and just as the
military doesn’t believe in leaving a soldier be-
hind on the battlefield, | believe that | speak
for all Americans that we don’t believe in leav-
ing our veterans behind . . . we must help
them push forward!

Strengthening comprehensive programs by
investing in our veterans, requiring housing
counselors to grant more housing opportuni-
ties at each Veteran Affairs center, and paying
attention to homeless women veterans and
veterans with children is the right thing to do.
| would like to urge my colleagues to support
this powerful piece of legislation for our vet-
erans that proudly support our freedoms and
defend our U.S. Constitution. Again, | would
like to commend all of our soldiers for their un-
selfish service and devotion to the welfare of
others.
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HONORING HEALTH4HAITI

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 23, 2010

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Health4Haiti, an international aid
group founded by Pueblo surgeon Dr. James
Smith. For many years, Dr. Smith has been
traveling to Haiti in the wake of devastating
hurricanes to provide crucial surgeries to im-
poverished people across the country. In No-
vember of 2009, Health4Haiti and Dr. Smith
were awarded the International Humanitarian
Service Award in recognition of their remark-
able dedication and service to the Haitian peo-
ple.

We are all familiar with the incredibly de-
structive earthquake that struck Haiti on Janu-
ary 12, 2010. The images from that terrible se-
ries of days will stay with us forever. However,
the disaster was also an incredible demonstra-
tion of the compassion of the people of Colo-
rado’s Third District. When the first reports
from Haiti came in, several Pueblo residents
immediately mobilized to visit Haiti and offer
their assistance. These incredible Pueblans
were among the first U.S. Search and Rescue
Teams to arrive. All doctors and nurses, they
immediately began treating wounded Haitians,
saving lives and delivering vital aid and com-
fort. | would like to commend Dr. James
Smith, Dr. Ginger Vaughn, Dr. Benjamin
Massey, Debbie Valdez, Eric Miller, and Mary
Anne Woods for their generosity and humanity
in the face of overwhelming tragedy.

This group of people and Health4Haiti have
inspired countless others to serve those less
fortunate, and | honor them for their work.

———

TRIBUTE TO BRYANT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 23, 2010

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate the fifth grade
students at Bryant Elementary School in
Boone, lowa, for their efforts in raising money
to help those devastated by the recent earth-
quake in Haiti.

Students Brady Wright, Isidro Gonzalez and
Erica Mehlhaus put their heads and hearts to-
gether to come up with a way to raise funds
for the American Red Cross’ Haitian relief ef-
forts. In addition to accepting local donations,
these students developed a fun and competi-
tive project called “Penny Wars” which took
place in February for three weeks. This
school-wide contest was implemented to see
which class could collect the most pennies.
Containers, labeled for each classroom, were
filled with pennies, and students could add sil-
ver coins to the containers of opposing class-
rooms to reduce that class’s penny count. To
further entice students to contribute, students
were able to chew gum and wear hats in class
when they donated quarters. The class with
the highest penny credit earned a pizza party.

The collective effort at Bryant Elementary
School is a characteristic of what lowa is all
about—citizens motivated and dedicated to
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help people in need, and in this case those
who have lost everything. | commend all the
students, their families and especially their
guidance counselor, Karlene Hughes, and
Principal Pam Nystrom, who facilitated this
heartwarming effort with the students. | con-
sider it an honor to represent each of these
fifth graders and all of those involved in
“Penny Wars,” in the United States Congress
and again | thank them for their great act of
kindness and charity.
—

RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, March 21, 2010

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, as Americans, one
of our most sacred and fundamental rights is
the right to protest that with which we dis-
agree, and | am encouraged to see Americans
exercising that right by joining together at the
Capitol to voice their opinion on health care
reform. The actions of a few individuals, re-
vealed last week in news reports, who shout-
ed profane and bigoted language at members
of Congress, has no place in this debate or
any other. These actions are deeply regret-
table. Across our nation, Americans have en-
gaged in peaceful demonstrations all across
the country voicing their opinions in townhalls,
rallies, marches and protests. By engaging in
robust, civil debate, we honor the highest and
best tradition of our democracy.

—

HONORING UNITED STATES
PARALYMPIAN ADAM PAGE OF
LANCASTER, NEW YORK

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 23, 2010

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, |
ask that the House join me in recognizing
Adam Page of Lancaster, New York, a proud
member of the United States Paralympics sled
hockey team, who most recently won a gold
medal in the Winter Games at Vancouver.

Currently a senior at St. Mary’s High School
in Lancaster, Adam was born with spina bifida,
a birth defect caused by the incomplete forma-
tion of vertebrae. His parents were told that
Adam would never walk, probably would be
blind and probably retarded. Adam had other
ideas.

At the age of eight, Adam was determined
to do what so many of his fellow Western New
Yorkers do growing up—play ice hockey. He
started his formal hockey playing days with
the Buffalo Sabres sled hockey club team, and
his hard work and hockey skills soon propelled
him to the junior national team, and a year
after that Adam was named to the senior na-
tional team.

Adam scored his first goal at the 2008 IPC
Ice Sledge Hockey World Championships, and
in addition to his participation on this year’s
gold medal-winning Paralympian team, he has
also been a member of the gold medal-win-
ning 2010 Japan Para Ice Sledge team, the
2009 Paralympic Team of the Year, the gold
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medal-winning 2009 World Champion team,
and the 2008 bronze medal-winning IPC Ice
Sledge Hockey World Champion.

Adam has overcome so much in his life,
and it is a testament to his hard work and
dedication and the support of his family and
friends who have stood by his side.

| again ask that the House join me in con-
gratulating Adam on winning the gold medal
as a member of Team USA’s Paralympics
sled hockey team, and wish him much suc-
cess in the future.

———

RECOGNIZING SUSAN CAMPBELL
AS THE OKALOOSA COUNTY SUP-
PORT PERSON OF THE YEAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 23, 2010

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Mrs. Susan Campbell
as the Okaloosa County, Florida Support Per-
son of the Year for the 2009-2010 school
year. | am honored to acknowledge her exem-
plary achievements and her dedication to the
students and teachers of Northwest Florida.

Susan has worked as a school clerk and
guidance counselor at Niceville High School
for the past eight years. Over her career, she
has been one of the most dedicated resources
for Niceville’s students. She teaches financial
aid workshops, schedules college visits, men-
tors new students, and provides parent/stu-
dent seminars on a range of college-related
topics. She also takes a special interest in
Niceville’s seniors, preparing them for gradua-
tion and life after high school. The high
school’s seniors regularly earn close to $10
million in scholarships every year based in
large part on Susan’s hard work.

For her dedication both inside and outside
the classroom, Susan has been recognized on
numerous occasions. She is a supporter of the
American Heart Association and the American
Cancer Society, as well as a volunteer for the
Covenant Hospice. She and her husband
Wayne Campbell are members of the Alexis
de Tocqueville Society for their contributions
to the Okaloosa County community through
United Way. Susan’s other volunteer service
includes the Northwest Florida State College
Meagan Lynne Campbell Nursing Scholarship
and the Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy
Center.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am privileged to recognize
Susan Campbell as the Okaloosa County Sup-
port Person of the Year. Her passion for her
students is commendable and her dedication
to her profession and her community is highly
deserving of this award. My wife Vicki and |
wish Susan, her husband Wayne, and her
family all the best for the future.

—

HONORING DAVID KLEPAREK
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 23, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the years of service given to
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the people of Chautauqua County by Mr.
David Kleparek. Mr. Kleparek served his con-
stituency faithfully and justly during his tenure
as a member of the Chautauqua County Leg-
islature, serving district 24.

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr.
Kleparek served his term with his head held
high and a smile on his face the entire way.
| have no doubt that his kind demeanor left a
lasting impression on the people of Chau-
tauqua County.

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr.
Kleparek is one of those people and that is
why, Madam Speaker, | rise in tribute to him
today.

——————

RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, March 21, 2010

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to voice my opposition to this govern-
ment takeover of health care. | believe im-
provements could be made to the existing
health care system, but this government take-
over of one-sixth of the economy is not the
right answer. It will not lower the cost of health
care, but will add layers of bureaucracy and
confusion to the existing system.

| am not alone in opposing this flawed, irre-
sponsible bill. In the past week, more than a
thousand constituents from the 19th District of
Texas have emailed and called me to express
their opposition, and thousands more have
contacted me in opposition since this debate
began last year.

My constituents don’t understand why the
House leadership insists on going down the
road of trying to enact a government takeover
of health care that our nation can’t afford and
that will not improve their health care. They
don’t understand why leaders in Congress
refuse to listen to the American people. They
do not support this expansion of government;
they do not support their tax dollars funding
coverage for abortion; and they do not want
us to approve this legislation.

We must ask ourselves whether this legisla-
tion advances the principle of empowerment
or expands entitlement. | strongly believe gov-
ernment should empower individuals to be
successful in the economy, rather than enact
policies that make them more dependent on
the federal government. Our Founders be-
lieved in empowerment, but this legislation
shows how far this Congress has strayed from
this principle.

This legislation clearly expands entitiement
and blatantly fails to empower Americans. The
policies being proposed today will create more
uncertainty for employers trying to create new
jobs, increase costs for families and create
new unfunded liabilities for the federal govern-
ment. We cannot continue down this path of
entitlement; it simply does not work.

This bill increases government spending by
$1.2 trillion and increases taxes by $569 bil-
lion. It also includes unfunded mandates that
states cannot afford in the form of Medicaid
expansions.
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