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According to the most recent Gallup Poll, 66 

percent of Americans think the Democrats’ 
massive government takeover of health care 
would make things worse or make no dif-
ference for themselves and their families. 

I believe we have started down a path of 
total government takeover of our health care 
system at a cost of almost $1 trillion now, and 
untold costs to be paid later in taxes, fines 
and loss of care. As a health care profes-
sional, my evaluation of the measure is that it 
will decrease access to health care, increase 
costs, put a bureaucrat between you and your 
physician and place quality care as an after-
thought. 

I fear the impact on our rural hospitals and 
I fear this measure puts us on a path of no re-
turn, which will be spoken about in depressing 
and critical terms for decades to come. 

One hundred and thirty economists wrote to 
the President March 18th to tell him that the 
Health Care bill is a job-killer. Speaker of the 
House John Boehner released the contents of 
that letter. 

They wrote: ‘‘The bill raises taxes by almost 
$500 billion over ten years. A significant por-
tion of these tax increases will fall on small 
business owners, reducing capital and limiting 
economic growth and hiring.’’ 

And they wrote: ‘‘The bill will impose a tax 
of $2000 per employee on employers with 
more than 50 employees that do not provide 
health insurance. The bill will also tax employ-
ers that offer health coverage deemed 
‘unaffordable’ by the government. These new 
taxes on employers will reduce employment or 
be passed on to workers in the form of lower 
wages or reduced hours.’’ 

It doesn’t take much deduction to figure out 
that if you have 49 employees now, you will 
never hire the 50th employee. Why would you 
bring that burden on your business? 

Those with 53 or 54 employees will poten-
tially fire four or five employees in order to go 
below the mandate. 

The economists concluded, ‘‘The new and 
higher taxes on America’s small businesses 
and workers included in the bill are detrimental 
to job creation and economic growth, espe-
cially now given the fragile state of the econ-
omy.’’ 

But the bill will create jobs—for the tax col-
lector. Some 16,500 people will be hired as 
auditors, agents and other employees needed 
by the Internal Revenue Service to collect the 
hundreds of billions in new taxes. The cost of 
enforcement is estimated to be between $5 
and $10 billion over 10 years and it is not paid 
for in the bill. 

The wealthier American people will be taxed 
to subsidize those who cannot afford their 
health care. And few will be able to afford 
health care as the mandates take shape and 
insurance companies are unable to make a 
profit under the new rules. The eventual result 
will be rationing of care. 

Rural hospitals already suffer from low reim-
bursement rates under Medicare and Med-
icaid. Those rates are eighty to ninety cents 
for one dollar of health care value in Medicare 
and forty to sixty cents for one dollar of health 
care value in Medicaid. When the federal gov-
ernment controls the private health care indus-
try as well, no one will be paid the full cost of 
medical care. 

The bill cuts more than $200 billion from the 
Medicare Advantage program. 

Rural hospitals now get by with a one to 
three percent profit per year. If that evapo-
rates, small hospitals will close. 

Republicans have been vocal in their sup-
port of the need to fix our health care system. 
We have dozens of bills including the ‘‘Putting 
Patients First Act’’—a bill I have co-sponsored. 
It allows purchase of health care across state 
lines, deals with pre-existing conditions and al-
lows parents to keep their children on their 
health care plans until age 26. It does all of 
this without taxes or cuts in Medicare. 

We could have agreed on a number of 
issues. Instead, we have more than 3,000 
pages of Senate bill, reconciliation package 
and manager’s amendment that we will be un-
folding and deciphering for years to come. The 
undiscovered, perhaps unintended, con-
sequences will be continuing surprises. 

For example, according to The Wall Street 
Journal, Caterpillar Inc. announced that the bill 
will increase its health-care costs by $100 mil-
lion in the first year—no doubt giving it, and 
many other American companies, another rea-
son to move American jobs to foreign coun-
tries. I fear this is the tip of the iceberg. 
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WRESTLEMANIA COMES TO 
GLENDALE/PHOENIX 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to welcome WWE and 
WrestleMania XXVI (26) to Glendale’s Univer-
sity of Phoenix Stadium on Sunday, March 28, 
2010. WWE will take over the greater Glen-
dale/Phoenix area during WrestleMania Week 
from March 24–March 29, 2010. 

We are very pleased to welcome the 70,000 
fans from 26 countries, all 50 states, and more 
than 130 members of the international media 
who will descend upon the Valley of the Sun. 

We welcome WrestleMania, the WWE, and 
their fans because they will experience the 
culture of our city, the great weather, and 
have the opportunity to patronize our wonder-
ful businesses. For the last three years, 
WrestleMania has averaged nearly $50 million 
in new economic impact into the local econ-
omy. We are happy to have this investment 
coming to the Glendale and Phoenix regions. 

In addition to WrestleMania, WWE has 
brought a variety of wonderful community ac-
tivities: WrestleMania Axxess—WWE’s inter-
active fan festival; WrestleMania Art—fund-
raiser benefitting the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of Arizona and Phoenix Children’s Hospital; 
the finals of the WWE’s international literacy 
program, WrestleMania Reading Challenge; a 
WrestleMania Pro-Am Golf Tournament with 
our beloved Arizona Cardinals; the WWE Hall 
of Fame Induction Ceremony; and WWE’s 
Monday Night Raw. 

WrestleMania XXVI will be televised to a 
global pay-per-view audience in 75 countries. 

WrestleMania is truly a family-friendly event 
that creates an atmosphere where families 
from around the world can join together to cel-
ebrate their love for WWE and their favorite 
‘‘Superstars’’ and ‘‘Divas.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I would like to thank the 
WWE and its fans for choosing to come to 
Glendale and Phoenix and wish them a won-
derful Arizona stay. 

ENSURING THAT AMERICAN FAMI-
LIES AND SMALL BUSINESSES 
RECEIVE THE FULL BENEFITS 
OF COMPETITION IN HEALTH 
CARE AND HEALTH INSURANCE 
REFORM 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, Sunday 
night, Congress voted to affirm the right of all 
Americans to quality health care at affordable 
cost, by fixing our country’s broken health in-
surance marketplace. This is an effort that I 
and others have been working on for decades, 
and while the bill does not yet achieve every-
thing we have sought, it is a monumental step 
forward, of which those who voted to take it, 
in the face of the relentless campaign of 
disinformation bankrolled by its opponents, 
can all be rightly proud. 

Now, as this historic effort moves from the 
legislative arena to implementation, I would 
like to say a few words, as Chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee, about the critical 
role for competition in making the health care 
insurance marketplace work effectively to 
serve consumers and promote prosperity— 
and the assistance that the federal antitrust 
enforcement agencies can and should provide 
in keeping competition considerations at the 
forefront. 

In implementing this comprehensive legisla-
tion, the Department of Health and Human 
Services will be called upon, as will other fed-
eral agencies, and the States, to make as-
sessments in a variety of contexts as to 
whether the marketplace is functioning prop-
erly, or whether abuses are occurring. In mak-
ing these assessments, and in deciding on ap-
propriate steps to address any abuses or dys-
function, the federal agencies and the States 
can benefit greatly from competitive analysis 
provided by our federal antitrust agencies, the 
Department of Justice’s Antitrust Division and 
the Federal Trade Commission. I would urge 
them to make full use of this assistance. 

Both the Antitrust Division and the FTC 
have a long history of advising other federal 
agencies, as well as State legislatures and 
agencies, on ways to formulate policies and 
make regulatory decisions consistent with 
maintaining and promoting healthy competitive 
market incentives. In addition to formal advice, 
generally in the form of public comments, 
which both federal agencies provide in areas 
in which they have developed expertise, the 
Antitrust Division routinely provides informal 
guidance to other federal agencies through 
interagency consultation and through OMB-su-
pervised interagency review and comment. 

While the advice of the two antitrust en-
forcement agencies is non-binding, it is gen-
erally given substantial weight. The two agen-
cies are widely recognized as having devel-
oped, in the course of antitrust investigations 
and enforcement actions over many decades, 
unmatched experience and expertise in ana-
lyzing markets for how competition is working, 
or not working. They can assess whether lack 
of effective competition is behind a problem, 
or is worsening it, and if it is, can recommend 
ways to unblock competition as part of any 
regulatory response. 
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Even when competition cannot fix a dys-

functional market on its own entirely, it will al-
most always contribute to the solution, by en-
suring that market incentives are aligned in a 
healthy fashion, in the direction of serving con-
sumers rather than taking advantage of them. 

Competition advice from the federal antitrust 
enforcement agencies will not only help en-
sure that health care and health insurance 
regulatory policy is appropriately sensitive to 
competitive conditions and dynamics in the 
markets involved. By helping place regulatory 
policy on a sound analytical footing, it will 
strengthen it against any potential legal chal-
lenge by those opposing reform efforts. More-
over, the very fact of antitrust oversight in con-
nection with this advisory analysis will help 
deter anticompetitive behavior. 

To take just one important example, the 
new law creates health insurance exchanges, 
to be set up by the States, to help make sure 
families and small businesses have meaning-
ful choices for health insurance. In order for 
these exchanges to achieve their purpose, 
they need to attract not just the insurance 
companies that are already dominant in their 
market, but other insurance companies, in-
cluding new ones eager to establish them-
selves. Dominant health insurance companies 
have many ways of protecting their dominance 
by making it harder for others to make com-
petitive inroads. And they have powerful anti-
competitive incentives to do just that. 

Accordingly, we can expect the dominant 
health insurance companies to be offering 
plenty of their own advice to State legislatures 
and agencies on how to structure the new ex-
changes, and we can expect that their advice 
will be tailored to favor their own interests. 
Their self-serving advice, if followed, could 
have the potential to stop competition in its 
tracks, and deny consumers the benefits of 
choice, innovation, and affordability that com-
petition brings. 

The more the States can keep promotion of 
competition in their sights as they design and 
implement the exchanges, the better those ex-
changes will work to widen the effective 
choices available for the families and small 
businesses who need them. And the federal 
antitrust enforcement agencies can be a valu-
able source of expertise in ensuring that the 
exchanges are designed and implemented so 
as to harness the power of competitive market 
incentives as fully as possible. 

Along with the antitrust savings clause in 
the text of the health care bill, which ensures 
that the normal operation of the antitrust laws 
is in no way altered or disrupted, use of this 
well-established advisory role will help ensure 
that the health insurance marketplace is fixed 
in a manner that makes maximum use of com-
petitive market forces to achieve these impor-
tant objectives for American families and small 
businesses. 
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END VETERAN HOMELESSNESS 
ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 4810, 

‘‘End Veterans Homelessness Act of 2010’’ in-
troduced by my distinguished colleague from 
California, Representative FILNER. 

H. Res. 4810 will amend Title 38 of the 
United States Code, in order to make certain 
improvements in the services rendered to 
homeless veterans under the laws that are ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. Improvements in services rendered to 
homeless veterans will include increases in 
the amount authorized to be appropriated for 
comprehensive programs, adjusted payments 
for providing various services such as fur-
nishing services to homeless veterans, sup-
ported housing program outreach, financial as-
sistance for low-income families, and the pro-
motion of awareness of available Department 
of Veterans Affairs programs. 

Throughout our country’s history, our brave 
men and women in uniform have made the ul-
timate sacrifice to protect our freedom around 
the world, and I am proud to support legisla-
tion that will aid our nation’s veterans. I have 
worked tirelessly to pass legislation that will 
give our veterans the benefits that they need 
and deserve. I have supported legislation, 
such as H. Res. 6081, ‘‘The Heroes Earnings 
Assistance and Relief Tax of 2008’’, H. Res. 
1054, ‘‘Honoring the service and achieve-
ments of women in the Armed Forces and fe-
male veterans’’, H. Res. 2790, ‘‘To establish 
the position of Director of Physician Assistant 
Services within the office of the Under Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs for Health as 
amended’’, and H. Res. 3480, ‘‘Let Our Vet-
erans Rest in Peace Act of 2008’’ to support 
our veterans. My fellow Americans, we must 
remember that it is because of them that we 
are able to continue to be a democratic nation. 
All Americans must realize that we owe our 
liberty to those veterans who have served 
their nation 110% without fear. They definitely 
deserve our assistance and support in every 
way possible. I have always and will continue 
to fight for legislation that protects our vet-
erans. 

I really find it unacceptable that an esti-
mated 131,000 veterans are homeless on any 
given night after honorably serving their coun-
try. We are doing our veterans a great dis-
service. We owe our veterans the utmost re-
spect, appreciation, and definitely a home to 
come home to after serving as a member of 
our armed forces. In these challenging eco-
nomic times, we must do more to provide for 
our veterans’ basic needs. H. Res. 4810 
shows that all Americans take pride in our vet-
erans’ service to this nation, and just as the 
military doesn’t believe in leaving a soldier be-
hind on the battlefield, I believe that I speak 
for all Americans that we don’t believe in leav-
ing our veterans behind . . . we must help 
them push forward! 

Strengthening comprehensive programs by 
investing in our veterans, requiring housing 
counselors to grant more housing opportuni-
ties at each Veteran Affairs center, and paying 
attention to homeless women veterans and 
veterans with children is the right thing to do. 
I would like to urge my colleagues to support 
this powerful piece of legislation for our vet-
erans that proudly support our freedoms and 
defend our U.S. Constitution. Again, I would 
like to commend all of our soldiers for their un-
selfish service and devotion to the welfare of 
others. 

HONORING HEALTH4HAITI 

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Health4Haiti, an international aid 
group founded by Pueblo surgeon Dr. James 
Smith. For many years, Dr. Smith has been 
traveling to Haiti in the wake of devastating 
hurricanes to provide crucial surgeries to im-
poverished people across the country. In No-
vember of 2009, Health4Haiti and Dr. Smith 
were awarded the International Humanitarian 
Service Award in recognition of their remark-
able dedication and service to the Haitian peo-
ple. 

We are all familiar with the incredibly de-
structive earthquake that struck Haiti on Janu-
ary 12, 2010. The images from that terrible se-
ries of days will stay with us forever. However, 
the disaster was also an incredible demonstra-
tion of the compassion of the people of Colo-
rado’s Third District. When the first reports 
from Haiti came in, several Pueblo residents 
immediately mobilized to visit Haiti and offer 
their assistance. These incredible Pueblans 
were among the first U.S. Search and Rescue 
Teams to arrive. All doctors and nurses, they 
immediately began treating wounded Haitians, 
saving lives and delivering vital aid and com-
fort. I would like to commend Dr. James 
Smith, Dr. Ginger Vaughn, Dr. Benjamin 
Massey, Debbie Valdez, Eric Miller, and Mary 
Anne Woods for their generosity and humanity 
in the face of overwhelming tragedy. 

This group of people and Health4Haiti have 
inspired countless others to serve those less 
fortunate, and I honor them for their work. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRYANT 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the fifth grade 
students at Bryant Elementary School in 
Boone, Iowa, for their efforts in raising money 
to help those devastated by the recent earth-
quake in Haiti. 

Students Brady Wright, Isidro Gonzalez and 
Erica Mehlhaus put their heads and hearts to-
gether to come up with a way to raise funds 
for the American Red Cross’ Haitian relief ef-
forts. In addition to accepting local donations, 
these students developed a fun and competi-
tive project called ‘‘Penny Wars’’ which took 
place in February for three weeks. This 
school-wide contest was implemented to see 
which class could collect the most pennies. 
Containers, labeled for each classroom, were 
filled with pennies, and students could add sil-
ver coins to the containers of opposing class-
rooms to reduce that class’s penny count. To 
further entice students to contribute, students 
were able to chew gum and wear hats in class 
when they donated quarters. The class with 
the highest penny credit earned a pizza party. 

The collective effort at Bryant Elementary 
School is a characteristic of what Iowa is all 
about—citizens motivated and dedicated to 
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