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East. Iran is quickly advancing its nuclear and
ballistic missile capabilities to threaten the
United States and our allies in the Middle East
and Europe. Our significant political and mili-
tary gains in Iraq and Afghanistan remain frag-
ile and reversible. Moreover, the Middle East
remains the epicenter of violent extremism,
serving as a base for terrorist groups who
continue to plan and launch attacks against
America.

The United States cannot confront these
threats alone. Israel has been our most critical
partner in the Middle East, helping us to pro-
tect our national security. The ability of the
United States to defeat our adversaries de-
pends on Israeli support.

Bringing my remarks to conclusion, the rela-
tionship between the United States and Israel
rests firmly upon the foundation of more than
half a century of history. It is grounded in mu-
tual respect, supported by shared values, and
guided by our common long-term interests.
Therefore, our alliance remains strong and,
despite what some may speculate, it will not
succumb to the shifting politics of the day or
to petty disagreements.

Madam Speaker, for these reasons | call
upon the President, members of his adminis-
tration, and my fellow members of Congress,
to remain steadfast in their unwavering com-
mitment to the relationship between the United
States and Israel.

——
PAYING TRIBUTE TO “METROPOLI-
TAN  BAPTIST CHURCH” ON

THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 19, 2010

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, it is with
great honor and enthusiasm that | rise to con-
gratulate Metropolitan Baptist Church as they
join together in celebration of their 100th Anni-
versary. This momentous and joyous celebra-
tion will commence on March 21, 2010.

Metropolitan has a very rich history that has
given it life and longevity for the past 100
years. At a time when a systematic campaign
had been started by area landlords to force
African-Americans out of my beloved Harlem,
the Metropolitan Baptist Church began with
the merger of two churches: Zion Baptist
Church pastured by the Reverend P.C.
James, and Mercy Seat Baptist Church,
pastured by Reverend Dr. N.S. Epps.

The officers of both churches met at the
home of Reverend Epps. At the meeting, it
was decided that both church names be
dropped. Trustee Robert L. Hill of the Mercy
Seat Baptist Church suggested the name that
would be carried on throughout its History,
Metropolitan Baptist Church. A motion was
made, carried and recorded, and that day,
March 12, 1912, the Metropolitan Baptist
Church was started. Its first location was the
Subway Church, home of the old Mercy Seat
Baptist Church, on West 134th Street near the
new 135th Street Subway station. The new
church was led by Dr. Epps, its first pastor
until 1914.

In 1916, under the Rev. W.W. Brown, the
church built the enormous Metropolitan Baptist
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Tabernacle at West 138th Street. After the
Baptist congregation bought the New York
Presbyterian Church on West 128th Street in
1918, where it remains to this day, the Taber-
nacle became Liberty Hall. This was the focal
point of Marcus Garcey’s Back-to-Africa move-
ment, where the first convention was held in
1920 of the Universal Negro Improvement As-
sociation. Thousands were drawn to the
elaborately ritualistic, almost religious, meet-
ings at the hall.

Since its inception, many Governors and
Members of Congress from both the Demo-
cratic and Republican Party have visited the
church to garner the support of its congre-
gants. In 1994, Metropolitan Baptist Church,
under the tutelage of Reverend John A. Smith,
became a Triple Landmark, having earned
Federal, City, and State landmark status.

From its modest beginning, Metropolitan
Baptist Church has emerged as a cornerstone
of my beloved village of Harlem. Under the
guidance of its 5th pastor, Reverend Bobbie
McDaniel, Metropolitan continues to thrive,
both in terms of spiritual growth as well as
practical improvements. The proud members
of the church are thankful for the spiritual and
emotional leadership he and the previous pas-
tors have provided during their 100 years.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in honoring and
congratulating Metropolitan Baptist Church on
their historic 100th Anniversary. Their historic
significance, constant dedication, and spiritual
guidance is worthy of the highest commenda-
tion.

———

DISTINGUISED FLYING CROSS
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ACT

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 19, 2010

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, today, H.R.
2788 passed the House with the unanimous
support of my colleagues. The bill designates
a memorial that is currently under construction
at March Field Air Museum, in Riverside, Cali-
fornia, as the Distinguished Flying Cross Na-
tional Memorial.

I am proud that the Distinguished Flying
Cross recipients, who have received this pres-
tigious medal for their heroism or extraordinary
achievement while participating in aerial flight
while serving in any capacity with the U.S.
Armed Forces, are closer to having a memo-
rial designated as a National Memorial with
the passage of this bill.

March Air Reserve Base is adjacent to the
location of the memorial at the March Field Air
Museum. Today at the base there are active
operational air units providing support to our
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, which is why
this is an appropriate setting for the memorial
to the many aviators who have distinguished
themselves by deeds performed in aerial flight.

I am including in today’s RECORD, my floor
statement from Tuesday, March 16, 2010, re-
garding H.R. 2788.

FLOOR STATEMENT ON H.R. 2788, THE
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS MEMORIAL ACT
Rep. Ken Calvert

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2788, a Dbill to designate a national Distin-
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guished flying Cross Memorial in Riverside,
California.

I am honored to represent the Inland Em-
pire Chapter of the Distinguished Flying
Cross Society which is the primary sponsor
of the memorial. Last June, I introduced
H.R. 2788 which would designate a memorial,
which is currently under construction at
March Field Air Museum as the Distin-
guished Flying Cross National Memorial. It
honors all current and former members of
the Armed Forces who have been awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross.

The bill has strong bipartisan support both
from the committee and with 48 cosponsors.
The legislation is supported by the Distin-
guished Flying Cross Society, Military Offi-
cers Association of America, the Air Force
Association, Air Force Sergeants Associa-
tion, The Association of Naval Aviation, The
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association, and
the China-Burma Indian Veterans Associa-
tion. I'd like to point out language in the bill
that specifically states that the designation
shall not be construed to require or permit
federal funds to be expended for any purpose
related to the national memorial. Funds
have been and will continue to be raised
through private means for these purposes.

Distinguished Flying Cross recipients have
received the prestigious medal for their her-
oism or extraordinary achievement while
participating in aerial flight while serving in
any capacity with the U.S. Armed Forces.
There are many well-known people that have
played a vital role in the history of military
aviation and have received the award. This
renowned group includes: Captain Charles L.
Lindbergh, former President George H. W.
Bush, Brigadier General Jimmy Doolittle,
General Curtis Lemay, Senator McCain,
Jimmy Stewart and Admiral Jim Stockdale,
to name just a few.

The March Air Reserve Base, which hosts
the C-17As of the 452nd Air Mobility Wing is
adjacent to the location of the memorial at
the March Field Air Museum. When com-
pleted, visitors will be able to witness active
operational air units providing support to
our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, which is
an appropriate setting that honors the many
aviators who have distinguished themselves
by deeds performed in aerial flight.

I'd like to thank those who have worked
tirelessly to ensure this memorial is built
and is properly designated in honor of the
distinguished aviators that have served this
great Nation. In particular, I'd like to recog-
nize, Jim Champlin, with the loving support
of his wife Trish, who recently passed away,
who have been instrumental in this effort.

Again, I hope you will join me in sup-
porting the designation of the National Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross Memorial at the
March Field Air Museum and H.R. 2788.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 19, 2010

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker,
| was not present in the chamber yesterday
afternoon to vote on rollcalls 131, 132, 133,
134, and 135. | would have voted “yea” on
each measure.
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SUPPORTING GOALS AND IDEALS
OF RED CROSS MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 16, 2010

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, since 1943
Americans have celebrated the month March
as Red Cross Month. | am proud to continue
this tradition and recognize the humanitarian
spirit of the Red Cross’ mission and the dedi-
cation of its volunteers.

The American Red Cross of Greater Cleve-
land, which has its headquarters on Euclid Av-
enue, does a tremendous job serving the com-
munity. The Cleveland chapter improves the
quality of lives through emergency prepared-
ness, responding to disasters with humani-
tarian aid, and providing health and safety
training.

When a recent explosion on West 83rd left
several families with nothing, the Greater
Cleveland Red Cross stepped in and opened
a temporary housing facility for them. It then
joined with local residents to raise funds and
accept donations. That situation demonstrates
our Red Cross’ responsiveness to community
needs and compassion for Americans.

I'd like to congratulate Mary-Alice Frank,
CEO of the Greater Cleveland Chapter, David
Plate, CEO of the Northern Ohio Blood Serv-
ices, and Richard W. Vogue, Chairman of the
Greater Cleveland Chapter's Board of Direc-
tors, on their stewardship of the American Red
Cross of Greater Cleveland.

| am equally proud of the Red Cross on the
national level. Bonnie McElveen-Hunter, the
first woman to be selected as Chairman in the
organization’s 126-year history, and Gail J.
McGovern, the President and CEO, are doing
an outstanding job in furthering the goals of
the organization. As its mission states, the
Red Cross continuously provides relief to vic-
tims of disaster and help people prevent, pre-
pare for, and respond to emergencies. These
goals deserve recognition and celebration all
year.

HONORING DR. ANTHONY BROWN
HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 19, 2010

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to mourn the loss and honor the life of
Dr. Anthony Brown of Madison.

Anthony was indeed larger than his own life.
The gift of love and compassion that he tire-
lessly bequeathed to all of us during his life-
time is one that can be passed on and passed
down forever. He taught us to believe in the
power of one to make a difference and more
importantly, he showed us by bringing joy and
purpose to others every single day. His legacy
transcends time, place, person, and death. We
are all better for knowing Anthony, for having
him in our community, and for feeling his radi-
ant affection for all people.

It would be impossible to recite the count-
less professional achievements and accom-
plishments that he accumulated throughout a
career without end. To Anthony, his work was
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never done and that mindset permeated his
every action.

He was the epitome of a brother's keeper
and embodied all that we strive for in a com-
munity of shared responsibility. No matter
one’s color, creed, or station in life, Anthony
was never satisfied until the least among us
was given the helping hand we all too often
take for granted. While Anthony’s spirit of up-
lifting love and generosity will live on in each
of us and all those with whom we share it, the
memories of our cherished moments with him
will only live on in our thoughts and prayers.

For me, that moment came the day before
the Inauguration of President Barack Obama.
When | was fortunate enough to be able to
present Anthony and Brenda with an invitation
to attend, | was met with tears of gratitude.
For Anthony and millions more around the
world, this was not simply a celebration of a
new American leader. It was the realization of
a dream told decades ago. It was only fitting
for Anthony to be a part of something that he
had a hand in creating.

My condolences to Anthony’s friends and
family could never repay the debt of gratitude
we owe Anthony for all he has done for us. All
| can say is thank you.

———

COMMENDING OUR ALLY,
AZERBAIJAN

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 19, 2010

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Madam Speaker,
today, | would like to highlight the small coun-
try of Azerbaijan, wedged between Russia and
Iran, on the Western shore of the Caspian
Sea. Azerbaijan has now been an Inde-
pendent Republic for the longest time period
in its history—nearly 20 years. The Region
contains oil and gas resources equivalent to
those of Saudi Arabia, and Azerbaijan owns
one-third of the oil and gas deposits in the Re-
gion. Their main oil pipeline runs from the cap-
ital city, Baku, through Georgia and Turkey,
and out to the Turkish Port of Ceyhan on the
Mediterranean Sea. An important oil customer
of theirs is Israel. Azerbaijan is a Muslim
country that has practiced complete religious
tolerance for hundreds of years, with some
five Jewish Temples in Baku alone. And of
major importance, Azerbaijan has provided
troops to support our military efforts in both
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Between 1991 and 1993, Azerbaijan was
locked in a conflict with surrounding countries.
A brutal act during the conflict happened at
the Azerbaijani village of Khojaly in February
1992, when women, children, and old people
were killed. Therefore, February is an espe-
cially emotional time for the people of Azer-
baijan.

With the help of the government of Russia,
a cease-fire was negotiated in this war in
1994, leaving 16 percent of Azerbaijan, includ-
ing the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, occu-
pied by Armenian forces. Since that time, the
Minsk Group of OSCE has played the lead ne-
gotiating role in attempting to bring about a
solution to this situation, encouraged by nu-
merous international resolutions including five
in the United Nations.

Today, some 18 years after Khojaly, there is
a glimmer of hope. President llham Aliyev of
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Azerbaijan has been meeting regularly with
President Sargysian of Armenia, and in a re-
cent weekend spent with President Medvedev
of Russia, it was reported that the two Presi-
dents worked on a Preamble to an agreement
that will take great political courage for both of
them. It is important that we give them our en-
couragement and make sure that our actions
with respect to the Region support this historic
agreement.

———

CONGRATULATING AND SUPPORT-
ING KAZAKHSTAN FOR ITS NEW
AND VITAL ROLE AS CHAIR OF
THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE
SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION
OF EUROPE (OSCE)

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 19, 2010

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise tonight to congratulate Kazakhstan for its
new role as chair of the Organization for the
Security and Co-operation of Europe, OSCE,
and to let this serve as a reminder to the
world that emerging democracies do in fact
have an important and pivotal role to play on
the global stage.

As we approach the 35th anniversary of the
signing of the Helsinki accords, a historic dec-
laration by OSCE member states seeking to
improve relations and foster dialogue between
the West and the communist countries of the
time, it seems duly appropriate to recognize
the importance of Kazakhstan’s new chair-
manship since it is the first former Soviet
state, the first CIS member, and the first cen-
tral Asian country to assume such a role in the
56-member organization.

This past September, | commended
Kazakhstan’s President Nazarbayev for almost
20 years of vision and leadership in trans-
forming the former Soviet republic into an
emerging and thriving democratic society. The
unanimous endorsement by all OSCE member
states for the chairmanship by Kazakhstan
only reinforces these enormous and positive
steps forward by this young democracy from
its former Soviet roots.

As a result, Kazakhstan and its neighbors
have seen progress in regional security as
Astana has emerged as both a regional and
global leader on the non-proliferation and dis-
armament front, and its citizens have seen
vast improvements to their daily lives as their
country emerges as a regional economic lead-
er. Furthermore, Kazakhstan has established
itself as a strong ally and strategic partner to
the United States fighting the global war on
terror and especially playing an active role to
ensure stability and security in Afghanistan.

As one of its first acts as a society free from
Soviet rule, President Nazarbayev positioned
Kazakhstan to be a leader in nonproliferation
by shutting down the Semipalatinsk nuclear
test site, dismantling its nuclear and missile
arsenal, which was the world’s fourth largest
at the time, and safely getting rid of, according
to the president himself, 104 intercontinental
missiles from the Soviet Union that were each
tipped with 10 nuclear warheads.

This was not an easy decision considering
the potential influence that such an arsenal
could yield both in the region and the globe,
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