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withdrawal of American and NATO forces from 
Afghanistan would put our Nation at greater 
risk of another 9/11 type attack from al Qaeda. 

Unlike the Iraq war, the war in Afghanistan 
is not a war of our choosing. As President 
Obama pointed out during his speech at West 
Point last year, our troops are in the field be-
cause on September 11, 2001, al Qaeda 
launched a direct attack on the United 
States—killing thousands of innocent Ameri-
cans. The United States is fully justified in tak-
ing action against al Qaeda and the Taliban 
and we continue to have the strong backing of 
our NATO allies and the international commu-
nity. 

Unfortunately, under the Bush Administra-
tion, many of our troops and resources were 
diverted away from Afghanistan to Iraq. As a 
result, al Qaeda and the Taliban began to re-
gain strength and al Qaeda continues to plot 
against Americans from the Afghanistan-Paki-
stan border region. During his campaign for 
president, Barack Obama made it clear that 
he would end America’s involvement in the 
war in Iraq and focus U.S. efforts on al 
Qaeda. 

While there is no doubt that al Qaeda oper-
ates in parts of Yemen, Sudan, Somalia, and 
other areas, the Afghanistan-Pakistan border 
region remains the operational and ideological 
center for al Qaeda’s global operations. The 
president is right to conclude that allowing al 
Qaeda to operate there unchecked poses a 
serious security risk to the U.S. and American 
citizens around the world. 

The immediate withdrawal of U.S. forces 
from Afghanistan would have two immediate 
consequences. First, it would immediately 
strengthen the hand of the most extremist 
Taliban leaders (those most closely tied to al 
Qaeda), undercutting any leverage behind on-
going efforts to get some Taliban fighters to 
lay down their arms and it would also under-
mine Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s new 
initiative to reach a political accommodation 
with the members of the Taliban open to na-
tional reconciliation. If such a political solution 
is undermined and the old Taliban regime re-
takes control of Afghanistan, they will again 
turn that country into a safe haven for ex-
panded al Qaeda operations. It would also 
lead to the return of an extreme Taliban re-
gime that encourages horrendous acts like 
pouring gasoline into the eyes of girls who at-
tempt to go to school. Second, an immediate 
withdrawal of NATO forces would weaken 
Pakistan’s resolve to confront the Pakistani 
Taliban, the Afghan Taliban, and al Qaeda. 
The most promising development over the last 
year has been the Government of Pakistan’s 
willingness to fight the growing menace of the 
Pakistani Taliban. In addition, very recently, 
the Pakistani government has also shown a 
willingness to confront elements of the Afghan 
Taliban. The recent capture of Mullah Bandar, 
the operational chief of the Afghan Taliban, 
and two Afghan Taliban shadow governors, 
demonstrates this progress. The withdrawal of 
U.S. forces from Afghanistan would sabotage 
those nascent efforts. Why should the Paki-
stani forces confront the Afghan Taliban if the 
U.S. walks away now? 

President Obama has developed a carefully 
considered and comprehensive strategy for Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan that relies not only on 
the use of troops but also on the use civilian 
resources. 

The strategy has three parts. First, coalition 
forces will reverse the Taliban’s momentum by 

working to stabilize major population centers 
and accelerate the expansion of the Afghan 
national security forces. 

Second, the U.S. will work with its partners 
to create a more effective civilian strategy— 
with the goal of establishing sustainable eco-
nomic opportunities for Afghans and strength-
ening the country’s national and local govern-
ance structures. 

Third, the strategy engages Pakistan as a 
full partner in these efforts. As a result of bet-
ter coordination between our two countries, for 
the first time since the beginning of the war, 
al Qaeda and the Taliban are being genuinely 
challenged by the Pakistan military. 

The president’s strategy contains a timeline 
which initiates a responsible redeployment of 
American troops in July 2011. He has estab-
lished this timeline to send a clear message to 
the Afghan government that they must take 
seriously their role in creating a stable Afghan-
istan and to communicate to the people of Af-
ghanistan that the U.S. has no interest in an 
open-ended engagement in their country. 

The new strategy has already shown prom-
ising signs of success. We should not under-
mine this effort by the immediate and total 
withdrawal of all U.S./NATO forces. 
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IRAN EXECUTES OPPOSITION 
ACTIVISTS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, freedom is rare-
ly free. When you don’t have it, you’re under 
someone else’s yolk, someone else’s power. 
And for you to get it, you have to take that 
power from the oppressor. And while history 
has recorded some peaceful transitions, the 
transfer of power most often comes with the 
shedding of blood. So freedom has to be de-
sired, yearned for, knowing that the struggle 
for it could cost you your life but is worth it— 
if not for you to enjoy, then for your children 
and grandchildren. 

The totalitarian regime in Tehran has tor-
tured, imprisoned, and executed thousands 
simply because they wanted to be free. On 
January 28, it continued its brutal oppression 
with the first known executions of opposition 
activists since unrest broke out following 
June’s disputed presidential elections. Moham-
mad Reza Ali Zamani and Arash Rahmanipour 
were men that courageously made the choice 
to stand up to their oppressor. Faced with the 
choice between suffering under the indefinite 
rule of an oppressive regime and giving their 
lives so that others might be free, they self-
lessly chose the latter. We honor their sac-
rifice by continuing their fight so that all Ira-
nians may one day be free. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, March 16, 2010, I was not present for 4 
recorded votes. Had I been present, I would 

have voted the following way: roll No. 116— 
yea, roll No. 117—yea, roll No. 118—yea, roll 
No. 119—yea. 
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RECOGNIZING PERSECUTION OF 
FALUN GONG 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of House Resolution 605. I am 
pleased to cosponsor this resolution, which 
recognizes the continued persecution of Falun 
Gong practitioners in China. The peace-loving 
people who practice Falun Gong have en-
dured the Chinese Government’s coordinated 
campaign to delegitimize and eradicate their 
belief system for over a decade. In China, 
Falun Gong has been officially labeled an ‘evil 
cult,’ and its practitioners have suffered cen-
sorship, extrajudicial arrests and detentions, 
involuntary reeducation through labor, torture, 
and even death for their personal beliefs. 

Disappearances of Falun Gong practitioners 
are not uncommon and are especially difficult 
for family members who must live in uncer-
tainty about the fate of their loved ones. I re-
cently was informed by one of my constituents 
about the heartbreaking case of Jiang Feng, 
who simply vanished after going through air-
port security at Shanghai’s Pudong Airport and 
before he made it to the gate for his flight to 
Newark, NJ. Jiang Feng and his wife, Mei 
Xuan, both are Falun Gong practitioners and 
were arrested in the 1999 crackdown. Be-
cause of repeated imprisonments, the couple 
has been separated for most of their decade- 
long marriage. Mei Xuan is a well-known mu-
sician in Shen Yun Performing Arts, which re-
kindles the traditional Chinese arts and por-
trays current events, including the persecution 
of Falun Dong practitioners. She was expect-
ing finally to reunite with her husband here in 
the United States. Now, she awaits word on 
his whereabouts and his fate, fearing the 
worst. 

Stories like Mei Xuan’s are far too common. 
As Americans and members of the inter-
national community, we have a responsibility 
to speak out against persecution and to stand 
up for the truths and unalienable rights that we 
hold dear. Falun Gong practitioners, and all 
those seeking to exercise the universal right to 
freely practice the religion of their choice and 
to express their beliefs openly, deserve pro-
found U.S. leadership on their behalf. I am 
pleased to vote for this resolution and to give 
voice to all those who continue to suffer need-
lessly and cannot speak for themselves. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Monday, 
March 15, 2010, I was not present for 4 re-
corded votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted the following way: roll No. 112— 
yea; roll No. 113—yea; roll No. 114—yea; roll 
No. 115—yea. 
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HONORING BRAIN AWARENESS 

WEEK 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Brain Awareness Week sup-
ported by the Society for Neuroscience and 
nearly 2,400 other organizations, by high-
lighting a serious brain condition that affects a 
large number of our men and women in uni-
form: Traumatic Brain Injury, TBI. 

Each year, up to 30,000 of our combat sol-
diers in Iraq and Afghanistan and an esti-
mated 1.5 million Americans sustain a trau-
matic brain injury. Some patients are fortunate 
and heal with few long-term symptoms. Other 
patients suffer significant disabilities for the 
rest of their lives, while others pass away as 
a result of their brain injury. In New Jersey, 
there are approximately 9,000 traumatic brain 
injuries a year, ten percent of which prove 
fatal. 

Research is needed to understand why 
some patients recover while others face long- 
term health issues from brain trauma. One of 
the key reasons for this is from secondary 
conditions that occur after the initial injury, 
such as insufficient blood flow to the brain, in-
sufficient blood oxygen, or brain swelling. We 
must invest in more research to learn how to 
halt or prevent these secondary conditions to 
help more patients recover. 

There is no standard treatment for traumatic 
brain injury. Neuroscience research has con-
tributed significantly in discovering new med-
ical treatments for TBI patients. For instance, 
this month the Pentagon announced a new 
military policy where soldiers who have experi-
enced a vehicle or roadside blast would be 
pulled from the war zone, evaluated for 24 
hours, and checked for mild traumatic brain in-
jury. This policy change was the result of re-
search that showed that immediately exam-
ining and treating our troops reduces the 
chances of negative effects of serious head in-
juries. 

As a member of the Congressional Brain In-
jury Task Force, I believe we must continue to 
invest in innovative research to understand 
and treat brain injury in order to ensure a bet-
ter quality of life for our soldiers and citizens 
struggling with this condition. For this reason, 
along with many others, I ask my colleagues 
to support a strong research investment in this 
year’s budget, which will improve treatments 
for brain injury and other health conditions 
while laying the groundwork for our future eco-
nomic growth. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 18, 2010 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MARCH 22 

2 p.m. 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To receive a briefing on minorities and 

members of immigrant communities, 
focusing on reported instances of racial 
and ethnic profiling by police through-
out the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OCSE) region. 

CVC 
4 p.m. 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Business meeting to consider an original 

bill entitled, ‘‘Restoring American Fi-
nancial Stability Act of 2010’’. 

SD–538 

MARCH 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Elizabeth A. McGrath, of Vir-
ginia, to be Deputy Chief Management 
Officer, Michael J. McCord, of Virginia, 
to be Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary, Comptroller, Sharon E. Burke, 
of Maryland, to be Director of Oper-
ational Energy Plans and Programs, 
Solomon B. Watson IV, of New York, to 
be General Counsel of the Department 
of the Army, and Katherine Hammack, 
of Arizona, to be Assistant Secretary of 
the Army, all of the Department of De-
fense. 

SH–216 
Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Department of Justice. 

SD–226 
11 a.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Major General Robert A. Har-
ding, United States Army (Retired), of 
Virginia, to be Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administra-
tion and to be Assistant Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

SR–253 
2:15 p.m. 

Foreign Relations 
Business meeting to consider S. 1382, to 

improve and expand the Peace Corps 
for the 21st century, S. 2839, to amend 
the Torture Victims Relief Act of 1998 
to authorize appropriations to provide 
assistance for domestic and foreign 
programs and centers for treatment of 
victims of torture, S. 624, to provide 
100,000,000 people with first-time access 
to safe drinking water and sanitation 
on a sustainable basis by 2015 by im-
proving the capacity of the United 
States Government to fully implement 
the Senator Paul Simon Water for the 
Poor Act of 2005, S. Res. 409, calling on 
members of the Parliament in Uganda 
to reject the proposed ‘‘Anti-Homosex-
uality Bill’’, Convention Between the 
Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of Malta 

for the Avoidance of Double Taxation 
and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion 
with Respect to Taxes on Income, 
signed on August 8, 2008, at Valletta 
(Treaty Doc. 111–01), Protocol Amend-
ing the Convention between the United 
States of America and New Zealand for 
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and 
the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion With 
Respect to Taxes on Income, signed on 
December 1, 2008, at Washington (Trea-
ty Doc. 111–03), and the nominations of 
Elizabeth L. Littlefield, of the District 
of Columbia, to be President of the 
Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion, Carolyn Hessler Radelet, of the 
District of Columbia, to be Deputy Di-
rector of the Peace Corps, Raul 
Yzaguirre, of Maryland, to be Ambas-
sador to the Dominican Republic, 
Theodore Sedgwick, of Virginia, to be 
Ambassador to the Slovak Republic, 
and Bisa Williams, of New Jersey, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Niger, 
all of the Department of State, Lana 
Pollack, of Michigan, to be a Commis-
sioner on the part of the United States 
on the International Joint Commis-
sion, United States and Canada, and 
Walter Isaacson, of Louisiana, to be 
Chairman of the Broadcasting Board of 
Governors, and Dennis Mulhaupt, of 
California, Victor H. Ashe, of Ten-
nessee, Michael Lynton, of California, 
S. Enders Wimbush, of Virginia, and 
Susan McCue, of Virginia, all to be a 
Member of the Broadcasting Board of 
Governors, and a routine list in the 
Foreign Service. 

S–116, Capitol 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine reviewing 

the national broadband plan. 
SR–253 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs 

Federal Financial Management, Govern-
ment Information, Federal Services, 
and International Security Sub-
committee 

To hold hearings to examine making the 
government more transparent and ac-
countable. 

SD–342 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Public Lands and Forests Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 1546, to 
provide for the conveyance of certain 
parcels of land to the town of Mantua, 
Utah, S. 2798, to reduce the risk of cat-
astrophic wildfire through the facilita-
tion of insect and disease infestation 
treatment of National Forest System 
and adjacent land, S. 2830, to amend 
the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977 to clarify that 
uncertified States and Indian tribes 
have the authority to use certain pay-
ments for certain noncoal reclamation 
projects, and S. 2963, to designate cer-
tain land in the State of Oregon as wil-
derness, to provide for the exchange of 
certain Federal land and non-Federal 
land. 

SD–366 

MARCH 24 
9:30 a.m. 

Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

Veterans’ Affairs plan for ending home-
lessness among veterans. 

SR–418 
10 a.m. 

Environment and Public Works 
To hold hearings to examine opportuni-

ties to improve energy security and the 
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