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1988, shortly before the Berlin Wall came
down, SA Cloonan deployed to East Berlin in
support of a sensitive Resource and Tech-
nology Protection (RTP) espionage investiga-
tion. SA Cloonan recalls most vividly those
anxious minutes passing thorough “Check
Point Charley.” In December 1989, SA
Cloonan transferred to NCIS Field Office
(NCISFO) Norfolk and was detailed to US At-
lantic Command as the Deputy Cl Staff Offi-
cer. While in that position, SA Cloonan coordi-
nated the force protection support to Oper-
ation Uphold Democracy, the US/UN Oper-
ation in Haiti.

SA Cloonan was promoted in 1995 and as-
signed as the Resident Agent in Charge
(RAC) at NCISRA London, UK. Under his
leadership, NCISRA London received wide
recognition for its collection on terrorism in the
UK. In coordination with Scotland Yard, SA
Cloonan and the late SA Tom Marzilli provided
significant high value information concerning
Al Qaeda Networks operating within the UK
and Europe to the Intelligence Community.

In July 1999, SA Cloonan transferred back
to NCISFO Norfolk as the acting Assistant
Special Agent in Charge (ASAC) for Cl and
was promoted in September 2001. At that
time, SA Cloonan was the NCIS Senior Rep-
resentative to FBI Headquarters and his first
day was September 10, 2001. Following the
tragic events of September 11, 2001, SA
Cloonan played a key role for the Department
of Defense in the FBI's Special Information
Operations Center (SIOC) and the follow on
PENTTBOM investigation. SA Cloonan was a
plank owner with the new National Joint Ter-
rorism Task Force (NJTTF) and launched the
NCIS’ Joint Terrorism Task Force and Force
Protection Detachment (FPD) programs.

In January 2004, SA Cloonan was promoted
to GS-15 and assigned as the Counterintel-
ligence Support Officer (CISO) to US Pacific
Command in Hawaii. SA Cloonan orchestrated
the CI/FP support to Joint Task Force Provide
Promise, the US response to the devastating
2005 Tsunami in Banda Ache, Indonesia.

In August 2008, SA Cloonan returned to
NCIS Headquarters as the Deputy Assistant
Director (DAD), Counterintelligence Program
Direction.

SA Cloonan plans to remain in the Wash-
ington, DC area with his family. After taking
some well deserved time off from working, SA
Cloonan will continue to serve his country
working for the National Geospatial Agency
(NGA) as a ClI advisor.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in thanking SA Cloonan for his 33
years of outstanding public service and to
wish him fair winds and following seas as he
begins the next chapter in his life.

———

HONORING NATIONAL PEACE
CORPS WEEK

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today during National Peace Corps week to
honor the immeasurable contributions of the
200,000 Americans who have volunteered to
serve in 139 countries in the cause of peace
since 1961. Through mutual respect and un-
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derstanding, these men and women have
committed themselves to improving our coun-
try’s relationships with the rest of the world,
and | applaud their dedication to communities
around the globe.

When President John F. Kennedy created
the Peace Corps 49 years ago, he set out to
provide ordinary men and women with an op-
portunity to strengthen developing countries
devastated by the effects of poverty, disease,
and war. Volunteers have come from all walks
of life, some with years of experience and
some just out of college.

Peace Corps volunteers have mobilized to
combat some of the world’s most urgent hu-
manitarian crises, including providing crucial
assistance to communities in need of post-
conflict relief and reconstruction as well as
countries overwhelmed by natural disasters.
These men and women have helped economi-
cally depressed communities develop new
business plans, struggling farmers improve
their crop production, and families devastated
by HIV/AIDS receive the care they need.

Currently, volunteers are serving in 76 coun-
tries, providing development assistance while
fostering new bonds of friendship and seeking
common ways to address global challenges.
Over 400 men and women have volunteered
from California’s Sixth District, including the
following current volunteers: Chase Adam,
Samantha Atkins, Gail Bachman, Ashley
Baker, Elizabeth Bremner, Alicea Cock-Esteb,
Rebecca Como, Lindsay Crawford, Douglas
Cruickshank, Jed D’Abravanel, Catherine
Fabiano, Scott Fergus, David Gomez, Stevie
Greenwell, Daniel Grinnell, James Gurney,
Peter Hoge, David Hughes, Matthew Ingalls,

Christina  Long, Ryan Loughlin, Mary
McQuilkin, Reid Miller, Courtenay Pinder,
Ryan Reichert, Rickey Russell, Nur-Aliyya

Shelley, Robin Smith, Jessica Wright, and Pat
Wrobel-Dickens.

Madam Speaker, the 49th anniversary of
the establishment of the Peace Corps is an
achievement that we should all commemorate.
| celebrate the leadership and accomplish-
ments of these compassionate Americans who
have committed themselves to promoting glob-
al peace, diplomacy, and understanding.

—————

RECOGNIZING PERSECUTION OF
FALUN GONG

SPEECH OF

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 16, 2010

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H. Res. 605, a resolution recognizing the con-
tinued persecution of Falun Gong practitioners
in China on the 10th anniversary of the Chi-
nese Communist Party campaign to suppress
the Falun Gong spiritual movement. The reso-
lution also calls for an immediate end to the
persecution of Falun Gong practitioners.

The Chinese government's abuse of the
Falun Gong is well-documented. The State
Department’s annual International Religious
Freedom Report, found that the Government
of China, “continued to restrict severely the
activities of groups it designated as ‘evil reli-
gions,” including several Christian groups and
Falun Gong. . . . There are reports that dedi-
cated government offices were responsible for
coordinating operations against Falun Gong.”

March 17, 2010

Just last week, the State Department re-
leased its annual Human Rights Report which
included numerous examples of the Chinese
government’s persecution of the Falun Gong
including the following: “Family members of
activists, dissidents, Falun Gong practitioners,
journalists, unregistered religious figures, and
former political prisoners were targeted for ar-
bitrary arrest, detention, and harassment.” The
report continued, “Police continued to detain
current and former Falun Gong practitioners
and used possession of Falun Gong material
as a pretext for arresting political activists. The
government continued its use of high-pressure
tactics and mandatory anti-Falun Gong study
sessions to force practitioners to renounce.
Falun Gong.”

Among the most notorious human rights
abuses of the Chinese government last year
was the arrest and subsequent disappearance
of top Christian human rights attorney, Gao
Zhisheng. Gao had defended house church
Christians and Falun Gong members which
earned the ire of the government. According to
the State Department, “At year's end his
whereabouts remained unconfirmed
Prior to his arrest Gao had published a letter
in which he went into great detail about the
torture he experienced during his previous de-
tention. Gao has paid dearly for his defense of
basic human rights including those of Falun
Gong practitioners.

China has become increasingly brazen in its
human rights abuses. In the face of this re-
pression, America has a responsibility to con-
tinually affirm that we stand with the defense-
less—with those whose voices have been si-
lenced. President Reagan understood this
well. He famously described the U.S. Constitu-
tion as a covenant we have made not only
with ourselves but with all of mankind. This
Congress and this administration must be un-
wavering in our support of all persecuted peo-
ples, be they Coptic Christians in Egypt, Ba-
ha’is in Iran or Falun Gong in China.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 20TH AN-
NUAL FAIRFAX COUNTY FOOT-
BALL HALL OF FAME HONOREES

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the Fairfax County
Youth Football League and to celebrate the
20th Anniversary of the Fairfax County Foot-
ball Hall of Fame.

The importance of youth sports cannot be
overstated. Participation in organized sports
teaches our youth many lessons that will
serve them well throughout life. These invalu-
able lessons include sportsmanship, team-
work, honesty, a sense of belonging, and
maybe most importantly, the work ethic in-
stilled by striving for success and working to
achieve a common goal. Organized youth
sports also contributes to our society; studies
have shown a correlation between participa-
tion in sporting activities and doing well in
school. Some studies indicate that reduction in
gang activity can be partially attributed to re-
focusing at risk youth into organized, super-
vised activities such as youth sports.

| applaud the Fairfax County Youth Football
League for the opportunities that they provide
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to all of our children to succeed and be a part
of a team. | also congratulate the following
students, coaches and community leaders
who are being recognized at the 20th Annual
Fairfax County Football Hall of Fame:

Fairfax County Football Hall of Fame 2010
Inductees: Jason Witten (NFL Dallas Cow-
boys, University of Tennessee, Elizabethton
High School, Vienna Youth Inc.), Nick Hilgert
(Robinson HS), Richard Herman (Ft. Belvoir
Youth Sports).

Football Official of the Year—Youth Sports:
John Page (Fairfax County Football Officials
Association).

Karl Davey Community Achievement Award:
Solomon Thompson, Jr. (President, Blue Col-
lar Objects, Inc.).

Tom Davis Meritorious Service Award: Joe
Swarm (Director of Student Activities, Marshall
HS).

Gene Nelson Commissioner of the Year
Award: Damian Caracciola (Southwestern
Youth Association).

FCFHF Awards $1,500 Scholarships: Greg
Gadell (O’Connell HS), Cody Canard (Robin-
son HS), Nick Grinups (Westfield HS) and
Emily Andrukonis (Fairfax HS).

High School Players of the Year: Kevin
Samson (Madison HS), Anton McCallum (Hay-
field HS), Josh Hogan (Woodson HS), Brian
Laiti (Robinson HS), Hunter Debutts (Epis-
copal HS), Bo Revell (Battlefield HS).

High School Coaches of the Year: Mickey
Thompson (Stone Bridge HS), Jim Poythress
( Lake Braddock HS).

Youth Players of the Year—Youth Sports:
Steven  Steenson  (Gainesville/Haymarket
Youth), Tucker Harrell (McLean Youth Foot-
ball), Connor McCulloch (Alexandria Recre-
ation), Nicholas Render (Southwestern Youth
Association), Devin Saunders (Ft. Belvoir
Youth Football), Christopher Wilson (Manas-
sas Youth Football), Nick Bruno (Dulles South
Youth Sports), Greg Smith (Ft. Hunt Football
& Cheerleading), Max Heinemann (Reston
Youth Football), Jordan Mclintyre (South Coun-
ty Athletic Assoc), Jake Jenkins (Gainesville/
Haymarket  Youth), Brendan  McCarron
(Springfield Youth Club), Michael Ficarra
(Chantilly Youth Association), Tylar Thompson
(Lee Franconia Football), Andrew Greer (Brad-
dock Road Youth Club), Luke Kaplon (Brad-
dock Road Youth Club).

Coaches of the Year—Youth Sports: Dan
Puhlick (Gainesville/Haymarket Youth), Brian
Edwards (Manassas Youth Football), Chuck
Martin (Gum Springs), Derek Wisnieski (Ar-
lington Recreation).

Cheerleaders of the Year: Kaylie Canestra
(Gainesville/Haymarket Youth), Imani Car-
penter (Southwestern Youth Association), Mor-
gan Clay (Gainesville/Haymarket Youth),
Shannon Kelley (Herndon Optimist Club),
Gabrielle Turner ( Dulles South Youth Sports).

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating the Fairfax County
Youth Football League as well as those stu-
dents, coaches and community leaders who
are being honored at this 2010 Hall of Fame
celebration.
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HONORING MS. JUNE KENT
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the years of service given to
the people of Chautauqua County by Ms. June
Kent. Ms. Kent served her constituency faith-
fully and justly during her tenure as a member
of the Ellington Town Council.

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but
only a few are able to reach the end. Ms. Kent
served her term with her head held high and
a smile on her face the entire way. | have no
doubt that her kind demeanor left a lasting im-
pression on the people of Chautauqua County.

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the
wonderful place that we all know it can be.
Ms. Kent is one of those people and that is
why, Madam Speaker, | rise in honor of her
today.

CONGRATULATIONS TO MARTHA
SPRIGGS

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, | would like
to extend my congratulations to fellow Min-
nesotan Martha Spriggs for receiving the
Milken Family Foundation National Educator
Award.

Ms. Spriggs has been selected by a blue
ribbon committee of education and policy lead-
ers appointed by state departments of edu-
cation. The award acknowledges her excep-
tional talent as a classroom teacher, leader in
education, and friend to students, colleagues,
and administrators. The children of Andersen
United Community School in Minneapolis ben-
efit from her work, as well as the dedication of
many other skilled professionals.

Madam Speaker, the foundations of our de-
mocracy ultimately rest not only on the rights
and liberties which we share, but also the will-
ingness and dedication of its citizens to enter
the education profession and educate our
youth. History has been a powerful reminder
of the need for a vibrant and well-educated
society to complement the institutions of gov-
ernment in a healthy democracy. Martha
Spriggs has certainly done her part and | com-
mend her for her service.

HONORING BENJAMIN HOOPER

HON. TOM PRICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Benjamin Ryan Hooper of
Boy Scout Troop 317 in Johns Creek, Geor-
gia.

By reaching the rank of Eagle Scout, Ben-
jamin has done something that fewer than two
percent of all who participate in Scouting ever
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achieve. This accomplishment is worthy of
honor and recognition in its own right, but it is
not why | speak to you today. Instead, | rise
to commend Benjamin for the heroism he dis-
played, with the help of his brother Graham.

As residents of the Sixth District of Georgia,
the Hoopers are constituents of mine. And like
thousands of Georgians, they faced off against
the devastating floodwaters that ravaged our
State last September. This historic flood re-
sulted in the deaths of at least ten Georgians.
Fourteen Georgia counties were declared fed-
eral disaster areas, and the cost of the dam-
age has been estimated at $500 million. It was
a difficult time, to say the least. But thanks to
the actions of Benjamin Hooper, his family
was able to avoid an even greater tragedy.

On September 21, 2009, Benjamin and his
brother Graham arrived home from school to
learn that two of their younger brothers had
been playing in a flooded area and got caught
in the rising waters and strengthening current.
They had each managed to grab hold of a
tree but were unable to get away from the
rushing waters. These two young boys were
now in grave danger of being swept away.

Upon hearing this, Benjamin jumped back in
his car and raced to the scene. He quickly
jumped into the water in an attempt to reach
his stranded brothers, but the debris-filled
creek was moving too quickly. Graham and
Mrs. Hooper soon arrived with a length of gar-
den hose which they passed to the two strug-
gling boys so they could be pulled to safety.
One of the boys made it, but the youngest
brother Cole lost his grip and disappeared be-
neath the swiftly moving water.

Ignoring the danger to themselves, both
Benjamin and Graham immediately jumped in
after Cole. The current soon pulled Graham
too far downstream, but once Cole surfaced,
Benjamin was able to swim to his younger
brother and hold his head above the water.
The raging current then carried the boys
downstream where they passed through a tun-
nel beneath a nearby road. By this point, the
water level had risen to only a few feet below
the top of this tunnel.

After successfully navigating this danger,
Benjamin passed Cole off to Graham, who
was now stationed by a nearby tree. Graham
was then able to pull Cole out of the creek,
but Benjamin was forced to continue swim-
ming until he reached an area where the cur-
rent had subsided. After exiting the creek him-
self, Benjamin walked back to his now re-
united family, checked everyone for injuries,
took steps to prevent the onset of hypo-
thermia, and helped to calm his understand-
ably upset mother. Miraculously, none of the
Hooper boys had suffered serious injuries de-
spite the life threatening peril they endured.

For his courageous and quick action, the
Boy Scouts of America awarded Benjamin
Hooper the Medal of Honor with Crossed
Palms. Only 231 of these medals have been
awarded since its inception in 1938. In the
humble fashion always exhibited by true he-
roes, Benjamin said after receiving the award
that, “I was just there at the right time.”

So it is with great admiration that | pay trib-
ute to Benjamin Hooper here in the U.S.
House of Representatives today. May our en-
tire Nation take heed of both his immeas-
urable courage and tremendous humility.
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