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MILLER cogently outlines a path forward in the 
Middle East and discusses the importance of 
supporting a political process that will bring 
about two States living side by side in peace 
and security. 

[From the Vallejo Times Herald, Jan. 14, 
2010] 

FRESH THINKING ON SUPPORTING ISRAEL 
(By Representative George Miller) 

I read with interest Larry Grossman’s 
piece in the Times-Herald (‘‘Miller isn’t fair 
to Israel,’’ Jan. 10) criticizing my record on 
issues related to Israel. I believe he and I 
share the same interest in defending Israel’s 
right to exist and flourish in peace and secu-
rity. We appear to differ on what it means to 
support Israel. I am glad to be able to offer 
my view. 

The United States can and must play a 
constructive role in helping to end the dead-
ly and destabilizing conflict between Israel 
and the Palestinians and Israel’s neighbors. 
But adhering to an outdated ideology that 
punishes diverse perspectives on the Middle 
East is a disservice to Israel and the cause of 
peace and security. Here are my views on 
some of the key issues facing Israel and the 
United States today. 

I support a strong and lasting friendship 
between the United States and Israel. The 
deep ties between our nations are rooted in a 
shared culture and common set of beliefs. 
America’s support for Israel and the Israeli 
people has never been, nor is it now, in ques-
tion. 

I fully support Israel’s right to defend 
itself and I reject hateful speech, rocket at-
tacks, suicide bombs and other violent at-
tacks directed against the Israeli people. No 
nation should ever be expected to withstand 
such attacks without response. When I have 
been critical of Israeli military action, such 
as in Gaza in 2008, it has been based on the 
view that Israel’s response was dispropor-
tionate and undermined its long-term inter-
ests. In addition, democratic nations like 
Israel and the United States must respect 
International Law and human rights and I 
will always demand adherence to those crit-
ical instruments of democracy and freedom. 

I support a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the imme-
diate resumption of peace talks as necessary 
steps to ensure Israel’s security and status 
as a democratic nation. President Obama 
and Secretary of State Clinton support a 
two-state solution, as did President George 
W. Bush. Moreover, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu supports a two-state 
solution. Israel must cease the aggressive, 
and sometimes illegal, settlement activity in 
order for the peace talks and the two-state 
solution to succeed. 

When it comes to votes in Congress affect-
ing the Middle East, I do not follow ortho-
doxy but judge issues based on whether they 
advance the cause of peace and security. 

Consider two recent examples. Along with 
57 other members of Congress, I opposed a 
House resolution in November criticizing a 
report by Justice Richard Goldstone on the 
Gaza war because the bill was rushed 
through the House without a single congres-
sional hearing or any delineation of the rel-
evant issues for members’ consideration. On 
the other hand, I supported the recently 
passed Iran Refined Petroleum Sanctions 
Act, which furthered the cause of peace and 
security by sending a strong signal to Iran 
that Congress is willing, if necessary, to 
enact tough sanctions to diminish Iran’s ca-
pability to threaten Israel. 

Debate in the United States on Middle 
East issues has been dominated for decades 
by the position pushed by some supporters of 
Israel that the only friend of Israel is the one 

who never criticizes. That is not the defini-
tion of friendship. 

Not all actions by the government of Israel 
are in the best of interest of the Jewish peo-
ple, but to say so publicly is not an attack 
on the state. The same is true for our own 
country. Criticizing the Bush administration 
for invading Iraq or the Obama administra-
tion for wanting to close Guantanamo, just 
for example, are not attacks on America nor 
should they ever be labeled as such. 

There are many different voices within 
Israel on the issue of peace and security, just 
as there are wide ranging views among 
American Jews and others in our country 
that support the state of Israel. Americans 
For Peace Now, for example, an affiliate of 
the non-governmental Israeli movement 
Peace Now, is critical of some Israeli mili-
tary and government actions but is clearly 
pro-Israel. And J Street, a different organi-
zation mentioned by Mr. Grossman, does an 
excellent job of educating policymakers 
about Middle East issues. J Street is pro- 
Israel and pro-peace but does not support 
every Israeli government position. 

These two groups are rattling the nerves of 
the traditional pro-Israel lobby—and they 
are being attacked as a result. 

But the strength of democracy is its toler-
ance for dissent. Expanding the debate is a 
positive development for Jews, Palestinians 
and all Americans interested in securing a 
lasting peace in the Middle East. 

My approach as a Member of Congress 
when it comes to the Middle East and other 
vital concerns is to examine issues and raise 
questions and determine whether the actions 
planned by Congress are helpful to the cause 
of peace and security. I can think of no 
greater way in which to show my support for 
Israel and the Israeli people. 
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HONORING NICHOLAS D. 
TURCOTTE 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Nicholas D. Turcotte, a citizen-soldier 
gave his life on December 4, 2006 while serv-
ing in Iraq. 

As a member of the Minnesota National 
Guard, Nick distinguished himself. In just 2 
years he rose to the rank of Sergeant, and 
was known as a soldier’s soldier; dependable, 
helpful, and an outstanding example to those 
around him. 

Sergeant Turcotte was born in Highland 
Park, Illinois. After living in Colorado, he 
moved to Maple Grove, Minnesota with his 
grandparents. 

He enjoyed playing hockey, paintball, sing-
ing and playing trombone. He contemplated a 
career in law enforcement and joined the 
Maple Grove Police Explorers until he entered 
basic training with the Minnesota National 
Guard. 

Nick married his high school sweetheart, 
Jennifer, in September 2004. 

Inspired by his enthusiasm for service and 
commitment to his country, Nicholas Turcotte’s 
family has established a scholarship in his 
name that supports the Minnesota Law En-
forcement Explorer Association. This scholar-
ship will allow other young people to partici-
pate in the educational programs the Explor-
ers offer, as well as providing money for sec-
ondary education. 

Madam Speaker, it is with the greatest re-
spect and admiration that I honor Sergeant 
Turcotte’s sacrifice on behalf of the Nation 
today. We are ever grateful for his service, 
and continue to grieve with his family, who is 
keeping his memory alive each and every day. 
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EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES AND 
CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
MATTIE LEE NASH 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in honor of 
Mattie Lee Nash who passed away recently at 
the age of 87. 

As a remarkably civic-minded resident of 
West Dallas, Ms. Nash was constantly working 
to better her community. She was frequently 
referred to as the ‘‘Mayor of West Dallas,’’ and 
during the 1980s she served on the Dallas 
Housing Authority’s board where she gave a 
voice to the often forgotten neighborhoods 
west of the Trinity River. In 1991, she was 
elected to the Dallas City Council after the 
adoption of the single-member-district system 
that helped to ensure diverse representation 
on the city council. Throughout all of this, she 
maintained a tireless sense of hope that 
emboldened citizens across the city of Dallas. 

Twenty-five years after her term on the city 
council, we remember Ms. Nash with warm 
thoughts and heavy hearts. Her actions so 
struck people in the community that the city 
recently honored her by naming a recreation 
center in her honor. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my fellow colleagues 
to join me today in honoring Ms. Mattie Lee 
Nash who worked tirelessly for the citizens of 
West Dallas to ensure that they were actively 
and fairly represented. 
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THE LOSS OF C. BLYTHE 
ANDREWS 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of Mr. C. Blythe Andrews 
Jr., the former editor-in-chief of the Florida 
Sentinel Bulletin, Florida’s largest and oldest 
Black newspaper, and a beloved member of 
the Tampa Bay community. The state of Flor-
ida suffered a great loss on January 12, 2010 
when he passed away. 

Mr. Andrews’ devotion to the Florida Sen-
tinel Bulletin was life long. His first job for the 
paper was during his years at Booker T. 
Washington Junior High School. He would 
spend afternoons after school folding news-
papers for delivery. He continued to work for 
the paper, under the close eye of his father 
who was the editor-in-chief at the time, while 
attending Middleton High School in Tampa. 
After receiving his bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics, his master’s in journalism, and serving 
in our Nation’s Army, he went on to continue 
the family legacy of newspaper publishing, be-
coming editor-in-chief of the Sentinel Bulletin 
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in 1977. He held the position for nearly 20 
years and went on to serve as the publisher 
and owner. Through the newspaper, he 
opened the doors of opportunity for many Afri-
can American youth in the community who 
found the Florida Sentinel Bulletin to be the 
first step into the business world. The news-
paper has served as a voice for the African 
American community of West-Central Florida 
for decades, providing news twice-weekly and 
offering an outlet for African American writers 
and columnists. This family legacy continues 
through his children, C. Blythe Andrews III and 
Sybil Kay Andrews Wells. 

Mr. Andrews was a voice for the working 
class as well as his fellow African Americans. 
He was a member of the board of trustees for 
Tampa General Hospital, and directed the Lily 
White Security Benefit Association that offered 
burial insurance benefits that other companies 
did not. Mr. Andrews was appointed to many 
positions of honor and distinction in commu-
nity organizations including: Tampa Bay Re-
gional Planning Council, Tampa Bay Per-
forming Arts Center Trustee, the Greater 
Tampa Chamber of Commerce, the Tampa 
Employment and Training Council, the Foun-
dation Board of the University of South Flor-
ida, the Arts Council of the State of Florida, 
and Chairman of the Board of the Hillsborough 
County Hospital Association. Additionally, he 
was the first African American appointed to 
the Tampa Sports Authority, later serving as 
vice chairman, and advocated for the renam-
ing of Tampa’s Buffalo Avenue after Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Mr. Andrews was merited as one of the 
Twenty-Five Most Influential People of Tampa 
Bay by Tampa Bay Life Magazine—an honor 
that is befitting a man who uplifted the people 
of Tampa Bay while educating and informing 
the community of the news that applied to 
their lives when no one else thought it was 
necessary to do so. He leaves a legacy of 
leadership as a pioneer for the African Amer-
ican community. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. C. Blythe Andrews Jr. 
will be greatly missed by the state of Florida 
and especially by the Tampa Bay area. My 
thoughts and condolences are with his wife, 
Gloria, and the rest of his family in this time 
of loss. 
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HONORING STEVE D. CHAN, DDS 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Dr. Steven D. Chan, a pediatric 
dentist who resides and practices in Fremont, 
California. Dr. Chan was recently elected as a 
Regent of the American College of Dentists, 
the oldest national honorary organizations for 
dentists in the country. During his service as 
Regent, Dr. Chan will represent Regency 7, 
which comprises California, Nevada, Arizona, 
New Mexico and Hawaii. 

The College recognizes meritorious con-
tributions to the Dental Society and the profes-
sion of dentistry. 

Dr. Chan serves on the Executive Com-
mittee of the California Society of Pediatric 
Dentistry and is past president of the Cali-
fornia Dental Association. He is founder of the 

California Dental Association Foundation. The 
Foundation was formed as the philanthropic 
affiliate of the California Dental Association in 
2001 with the mission to improve the oral 
health of Californians. 

Dr. Chan formerly served on the Fremont Li-
brary Commission and is active in the Fremont 
community. I am confident Dr. Chan will serve 
admirably in his newly elected role as Regent. 
I wish him every success. 
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HONORING MR. EARL WILSON, JR. 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true St. Louis legend and visionary, 
Mr. Earl Wilson, Jr. on the occasion of his re-
tirement from the St. Louis Gateway Classic 
Sports Foundation. Earl Wilson has devoted 
his life to serving the St. Louis community first 
as a trailblazing corporate executive and later 
as a dedicated community servant. His com-
mitment led him to establish one of the most 
honored and respected community organiza-
tions in the Midwest, The St. Louis Gateway 
Classic Sports Foundation. 

Mr. Wilson has been blazing a path for 
inner-city residents, especially the youth of St. 
Louis, since graduating high school and be-
coming an ROTC captain at Lincoln University 
in Jefferson City, Missouri. He served as a 
captain in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and was a successful 30 year executive with 
IBM. He also had the honor of serving as the 
Marketing Director for the U.S. Olympic Fes-
tival in St. Louis in 1994. He has been a won-
derful husband and dedicated father of four. 

Sixteen years ago, Mr. Wilson created the 
St. Louis Gateway Classic Foundation in an 
effort to elevate the status of African Ameri-
cans in St. Louis. The Gateway Classic was 
originally organized as a football event hosting 
teams from historic black colleges and univer-
sities. The game eventually grew into his 
trademark St. Louis Gateway Classic Sports 
Foundation and has created an impressive list 
of community events and initiatives. 

Through the foundation Mr. Wilson has 
raised millions of dollars for his scholarship 
fund leading to the education of more than 
100 African-American students who otherwise 
might not have the means to attend college. 
Over sixty of the awardees graduated from 
historically black colleges or universities. 

He also established the St. Louis Gateway 
Classic Walk of Fame. The Walk of Fame 
highlights the sacrifices and achievements of 
area African Americans. It has honored the 
lives of prominent St. Louis citizens such as 
Dick Gregory, Jackie-Joyner Kersee, former 
Congressman William L. Clay, Sr., Ozzie 
Smith and the Fifth Dimension. 

Mr. Wilson has exhibited a tireless dedica-
tion to his community throughout his life. That 
commitment has been an inspiration to his 
family, friends and all that have come to know 
him. His impact on young people’s lives in the 
St. Louis community can be measured in his 
wonderful array of good works. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to pay trib-
ute to Mr. Wilson; a man who has made a dif-
ference in each life that he has touched. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in honoring Mr. 
Earl Wilson, Jr. 

HONORING MIKE SIITARI 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to Mike Siitari, a 31 year 
veteran of the Edina Police Department and 
who will retire as its Chief at the end of Janu-
ary. 

For more than three decades, Edina law en-
forcement has seen Chief Siitari rise through 
the ranks from police dispatcher to patrol offi-
cer to lieutenant and finally, a decade long 
stint in the Department’s highest post. 

Even after dedicating a lifetime to public 
service, Chief Siitari has no intention of quietly 
retiring; instead he will take on a role at the 
School Safety Center in St. Paul. There, he 
will work with the Minnesota Department of 
Safety to make schools safer by minimizing vi-
olence and maximizing prepared emergency 
procedures. 

As the community congratulates Chief Siitari 
on his new opportunity, we would also like to 
thank him for what he leaves behind. Because 
of his dedicated work, Edina is a safer, more 
enjoyable community. 

f 

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES AND 
CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
MRS. MILDRED DELOACHE WIN-
STON THOMAS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor an in-
credibly gifted teacher and devoted citizen of 
the Dallas community, Mrs. Mildred DeLoache 
Winston Thomas, who passed away on De-
cember 29, 2009 at the age of 93. 

Mrs. Thomas was born in Cedar Creek, 
Texas on May 12, 1916. A lifelong Christian, 
she spent her formative years at Mount Olive 
Baptist Church where she was baptized and 
completed primary school. She later went on 
to graduate from Emile High School and re-
ceive a Bachelor of Science Degree from 
Tillotson College in Austin, Texas. 

Throughout her remarkable life, Mrs. Thom-
as worked diligently to better herself, her fam-
ily, and her community. She began a career in 
education that would last roughly 40 years, 
spending 36 of those years with the Dallas 
Independent School District. While working as 
a full time mother and teacher, she completed 
a Master of Science Degree at the University 
of North Texas at Denton where she was one 
of seven African Americans to integrate the 
university. 

Upon retirement in 1986, Mrs. Thomas con-
tinued to be active in civic life. She served as 
a docent for the Dallas African American Art 
Museum, the Dallas Museum of Art, and the 
Dallas Arboretum. As a woman committed to 
her faith, she continued to be active in various 
ministries at New Hope Baptist Church where 
she was a deaconess. 

Mildred Thomas lived a spirited life and car-
ried herself with dignity, elegance, grace and 
warmth. She held deep beliefs on fairness, 
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