E336

STATEMENT FOR PETER HAKIM
OF INTERAMERICAN DIALOGUE

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Madam Speaker,
it is my honor to congratulate Peter Hakim for
his tremendous work in leading the Inter-
American Dialogue for over 16 years. It is im-
possible to fully express in words what he has
accomplished as President. As a leader, Peter
has facilitated discussion, cooperation and un-
derstanding of some of the toughest issues
confronting our hemisphere and generated
conversations among leaders that inevitably
bettered our ability to work together. Whether
on drug policy, immigration, the plight of Afro-
Latinos or countless other issues, | have seen
the fruits of his labor and | believe the legacy
of success will be a model for future leaders
to follow. Although Peter will now move on as
President Emeritus, | am heartened to know
that Michael Shifter will continue the momen-
tum. Michael’'s role at the Dialogue has al-
ready shown us his exemplary work on the
policies affecting the Americas. His work as
president of the organization will no doubt be
exemplary as well.

The list of Peter's accomplishments is long
and my time is short, but | will end with this:
| wish all the best to Peter and look forward
to Michael Shifter now running with the baton.

———————

HONORING PETER HAKIM

HON. CONNIE MACK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Peter Hakim for his service at the
Inter-American Dialogue. Peter has testified in
front of the Western Hemisphere Sub-
committee several times and has always been
a passionate advocate for issues in Latin
America. His personal insight into the inner
workings of Latin American politics has been
both constructive and resourceful to our Sub-
committee and to Members of Congress.

Madam Speaker, the Inter-American Dia-
logue is an organization that brings an incred-
ible amount of information to the discourse on
freedom in Latin America. Through discus-
sions and lectures, the Dialogue has brought
greater awareness to the current issues facing
Latin America.

| would also like to honor Mr. Michael Shift-
er, the new President of the Inter-American
Dialogue, upon his appointment to this impor-
tant role. I'm sure the Dialogue will benefit
greatly from Michael’'s leadership and experi-
ence, and | look forward to working with both
Michael and the Dialogue as we work toward
greater freedom, security and prosperity in
Latin America and the hemisphere.
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THANKING PETER HAKIM
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
thank Peter Hakim for his 16 years of out-
standing service as President of the Inter-
American Dialogue. Under Peter’s leadership,
the Inter-American Dialogue has become a top
center for policy analysis on U.S.-Latin Amer-
ican relations.

As Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, |
have benefited enormously from the first-rate
work of the Inter-American Dialogue. My col-
leagues and |—and our staffs—consistently
count on the Inter-American Dialogue’s superb
analysis of U.S.-Latin American relations.

Peter Hakim testified at my first hearing as
Subcommittee Chairman in 2007, and | am
pleased that he is closing out his tenure as
Dialogue President as a witness at my hearing
on U.S. Policy toward the Americas in 2010
and Beyond. His insights are extremely useful
to me as | carry out oversight of our policies
toward Latin America and the Caribbean. My
colleagues and | have also greatly benefited
from the dinner discussions organized by
Peter and the Inter-American Dialogue where
we debate key hemispheric issues. | am
pleased that Peter will continue to serve the
Inter-American Dialogue as President Emer-
itus, and | look forward to working with him in
the coming years.

| also would like to commend Michael Shift-
er on his selection as the next president of the
Inter-American Dialogue. Michael, who has
served as the Dialogue’s Vice President for
Policy for several years, is clearly the best
person for the job. Michael is no stranger to
the Western Hemisphere Subcommittee him-
self. He has testified before my Subcommittee
at hearings on the Colombia-Ecuador border
crisis and Honduras. His essays and opinion
pieces are published in a wide array of top
U.S. and Latin American publications, and are
a great resource for all of us in Congress.

| congratulate Peter Hakim and Michael
Shifter and wish both of them and the Inter-
American Dialogue many more years of suc-
cess.

—————

HONORING USC PRESIDENT
STEVEN SAMPLE

HON. DIANE E. WATSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, |, DIANE
WATSON, along with Mr. BECERRA, Ms. BONO
MAcCK, Mr. CAMPBELL, Ms. CHU, Mr. DREIER,
Mr. FILNER, Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. NAPOLITANO,
Ms. RICHARDSON, Mr. ROYCE, Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Mr. SHERMAN, and Mr. VISCLOSKY,
rise today to honor University of Southern
California’s 10th President, Steven B. Sample.
After 15 years of dedicated leadership, Presi-
dent Sample will be retiring this August.

Steven Sample led an institutional rise at
USC that is unparalleled in American higher
education, helping the university become a
highly selective undergraduate institution. He
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drove faculty excellence to new levels. Not
only did he create a network of global scholars
and programs, but he also focused on building
successful partnerships in local neighborhoods
to spur economic and educational develop-
ment. During his tenure, USC earned 20 na-
tional championships in men’s and women’s
intercollegiate sports. In addition, he com-
pleted the largest fund-raising campaign in the
history of higher education.

Under Sample’s leadership, the University of
Southern California attracted increasingly ac-
complished students, with SAT scores rising
300 points. Applications have nearly tripled
since 1991. USC is now among the top five
universities in the number of National Merit
Scholars and first in the country in the number
of international students.

By training, Steven B. Sample is an elec-
trical engineer and a member of the National
Academy of Engineering and the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences. His patents in
the field of digital appliance controls have
been licensed to practically every major manu-
facturer of appliance controls and microwave
ovens in the world. More than 300 million
home appliances have been built using his in-
ventions.

President Sample’s The Contrarian’s Guide
to Leadership, a Los Angeles Times best sell-
er, was named one of six “must-reads” for
leaders by Harvard Management Update of
the Harvard Business School.

Sample donates all royalties to a scholar-
ship fund for USC undergraduates. This book
is translated into a leadership course that
Sample teaches to Trojans every year.

His outreach has created numerous jobs lo-
cally. The University of Southern California be-
came the largest private employer in the City
of Los Angeles. It was ranked in the top five
of a survey titled “Great Colleges to Work
For” by the Chronicle of Higher Education in
2006, under Sample’s leadership.

As a past chairman of the Association of
American Universities, Sample understands
the importance of intellectual collaboration.
That is why he founded the Association of Pa-
cific Rim Universities. Sample has also dedi-
cated himself to promoting Los Angeles as the
de facto capital of the Pacific Rim with its
strong entrepreneurial-based businesses and
commerce, the busiest seaports in the United
States, creativity and intellectual capital, and
unparalleled diversity.

Steven Sample’s presidency of the Univer-
sity of Southern California has significantly
benefitted the City of Los Angeles, the State
of California, and, most important, thousands
of Trojan students.

Kathryn Sample is her husband’s most trust-
ed ally and advisor and has dedicated herself
unreservedly to helping strengthen USC’s po-
sition as a world-class research university.
They have two daughters, Michelle Sample
Smith and Elizabeth Sample, and two grand-
children, Kathryn and Andrew Smith.

———

CONGRATULATING THE 2008 NA-
TIONAL MEDAL OF TECHNOLOGY
AND INNOVATION LAUREATES

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam
Speaker, today | rise as the proud sponsor of
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House Resolution 935, congratulating Drs.
John E. Warnock and Charles M. Geschke of
Adobe Systems, Dr. Esther Sans Takeuchi,
Dr. Forrest M. Bird, and IBM Corporation as
the recipients of the 2008 National Medal of
Technology and Innovation. The National
Medal of Technology and Innovation is the
highest honor for technological achievement
bestowed by the President on leading
innovators in the United States.

The National Medal of Technology and In-
novation has been awarded annually since
1985 and recognizes outstanding contributions
to America’s economic, environmental, and
social well-being through the development of
technological products, processes, and inno-
vation.

The purpose of the National Medal of Tech-
nology and Innovation is to recognize those
who have made lasting contributions to Amer-
ica’s competitiveness, standard of living, and
quality of life through technological innovation.
By highlighting the national importance of
technological innovation, we hope to inspire
future generations of Americans to prepare for
and pursue technical careers to keep America
at the forefront of global technology and eco-
nomic leadership.

The 2008 National Medal of Technology and
Innovation Laureates include innovation and
achievement in the display and dissemination
of information, lifesaving medical technology,
and computer design and development.

I'm particularly proud that two of the 2008
Medal recipients, Drs. John E. Warnock and
Charles M. Geschke, hail from my district in
San Jose, California. Drs. Warnock and
Geschke, through their work at Adobe Sys-
tems, pioneered innovations that were crucial
to the revolution in desktop publishing that
began in the 1980s and continues today. The
advances in desktop publishing had, and con-
tinue to have, a profound effect on the way we
create and communicate information across
mediums such as print, video, and Internet. It
is fitting that today we recognize two individ-
uals who have been influential in informing
how we create, communicate, and interact
with information; the work of Drs. Warnock
and Geschke played a prominent role in ush-
ering in what we know as “The Information
Age.”

gAs a Member representing Silicon Valley, |
know firsthand how technological and scientific
innovations provide invaluable contributions to
our society. Research and innovation have
long been key drivers of our economy, particu-
larly in the Bay Area. Advances in science,
medicine, and technology will continue to
shape our economy and our world. Therefore,
it is vital that we encourage and recognize
those who lead the way in these critical
areas—those like our 2008 National Medal of
Technology and Innovation Laureates. It is my
hope that in spotlighting the very best in tech-
nology and innovation, we provide encourage-
ment to the next generation of students, re-
searchers, scientists, entrepreneurs, and busi-
nesses to continue to invest their time, energy,
expertise, and resources into creating the next
era of technological achievement. It is through
innovation and advancement in science and
technology that we will continue to be a leader
in the global economy, protect our environ-
ment, and improve the lives of all Americans.

Again, | am proud to join my colleagues in
honoring the 2008 recipients of the National
Medal of Technology and Innovation, and |
urge the passage of the resolution.
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INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
RECOGNIZING WEST VIRGINIA
NATIONAL GUARD AND LOCAL
RESPONDERS

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, today | have
introduced a resolution recognizing the heroic
efforts of the West Virginia National Guard
and local responders.

On Thursday, February 18, 2010, the heroic
actions of West Virginians brought about the
highly successful rescue of 17 military per-
sonnel who were on board a U.S. Navy heli-
copter—participating in the Operation South-
bound Trooper X annual military exercise,
which went down in deep, snow-covered, and
very rugged terrain in Pocahontas County,
West Virginia.

The remarkable rescue was an outstanding
and highly coordinated effort on the part of
many highly trained professionals as well as
private citizens, who worked under very dif-
ficult conditions to reach the crew and per-
sonnel on board the aircraft, many of whom
had been injured in the crash.

West Virginians are the best neighbors for
whom you could ever wish. It is a truth that
has been proven time and again. This heroic
rescue effort was, thankfully, a rare event, but
it was not at all out of character for our State.
In fact, it was merely illustrative of the best of
West Virginia.

The swift response; astounding skills and
abilities; enormous courage; and, profound de-
termination of all those involved in the rescue
operation—from those who serve in and lead
our West Virginia National Guard; to our local
fire, rescue, law enforcement and first re-
sponder units; and the countless volunteers,
families and neighbors nearby—most certainly
made the difference between life and death.

While no expression of gratitude would ever
be sought for such selfless acts, the hope that
one good turn deserves another never dims
with West Virginians.

On behalf of my fellow West Virginians, I'm
pleased to introduce the following resolution to
honor their good deeds, and to illuminate them
as a beacon for others.

HONORING ALCALDE NIELS CHEW
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with my colleague, Representative MIKE
THOMPSON, to honor Alcalde Niels Chew, who
was bestowed the title of honorary mayor of
the City of Sonoma because of his commit-
ment to his community and its citizens. The
naming of an Alcalde, which means “mag-
istrate” or “mayor” in Spanish, is a tradition
that began in 1975 as a way to acknowledge
the citizen of the year.

Niels is best known for his generosity, hu-
mility, and his unwavering dedication to the
causes he believes in, which is why he was
selected from a long list of candidates. Ac-
cording to Niels, his father is responsible for
instilling in him the value of service.
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“During the Depression, no one in need
ever came to our house and left empty-
handed,” he said.

Niels embraces quite a history of community
service to the City of Sonoma, dating back to
1984 when he and his wife Susan first moved
to Sonoma. Since then, Niels has graciously
shared his warehouse with many area non-
profits who have stored their food and clothing
donations in his facility.

As owner of Dowling Miner Magnets until
2004, he provided opportunities to Becoming
Independent to train and support people with
developmental disabilities.

Currently, Niels serves on the board of the
Sonoma Valley Hospital Foundation, Oper-
ation Youth, and the Sonoma Overnight Shel-
ter. He was formerly the president of Kiwanis
of Sonoma Plaza and trustee of the Sonoma
Valley Unified School District.

One of his most notable and impactful serv-
ice endeavors has been his continuous sup-
port of the Sonoma Valley Mentoring Alliance
as a dedicated mentor and founding board
member. He is even credited with starting the
organization because he added the organiza-
tion’s executive director to his payroll at
Dowling Magnets so she could kick-off the
mentoring program.

As a result of his initial investment, what
began as a 10-hour weekly commitment at
Flowery School blossomed into an organiza-
tion that has been successfully connecting
caring adults with at-risk students for more
than 12 years.

“He has a heart the size of a continent, es-
pecially where kids are concerned,” said Ms.
Kathy Witkowicki, Executive Director of the
Mentoring Alliance. “We could never put a
value on all that he has contributed to the
Mentoring Alliance over the years, because it’s
priceless.”

Madam Speaker, Niels Chew’s commitment
to service is a powerful example of the posi-
tive difference one person can make. We are
thankful for the charitable contributions made
by this humble and thoughtful leader and phi-
lanthropist and we wish him continued pros-
perity as he spends time with his children and
grandchildren.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF SAN MATEO
COUNTY’'S PARTICIPATION IN
“STREETS ALIVE”

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, every Amer-
ican can do something to address some of the
most pressing issues facing our nation
today—health care, energy independence, the
obesity epidemic—simply by riding a bicycle or
taking a walk.

That is why | commend the County of San
Mateo and other cities in the 12th Congres-
sional District of California for joining in the
“Streets Alive” celebration as part of World
Health Day festivities on April 11, 2010. This
worthwhile endeavor is part of “1000 Cities,
1000 Lives,” an international project to enlist
1000 local governments around the globe to
open streets and public spaces to pedestrians
and bicyclists as a worldwide message of co-
operation and commitment to healthy and ac-
tive living.
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