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honor the military and public service of a true
legend in Kentucky, Mr. Fontaine Banks.
Throughout his many decades of service, Mr.
Banks has made countless contributions to the
Commonwealth of Kentucky and to our nation.

Mr. Banks showed his desire to serve the
public at an early age, starting out as presi-
dent of the Student Government Association
at Belfry High School, and later, serving as the
president of the Student Council at Berea Col-
lege.

But Mr. Banks’ sense of service extended
far beyond his education. Two weeks after
graduating from college, Mr. Banks volun-
teered for the Marine Corps and reported to
Parris Island. After basic training, he was de-
ployed to Cho-do Island to fight in the Korean
War, where he served two tours of duty in the
fall of 1952 and the spring of 1953. He fought
courageously with his fellow men and sus-
tained injury while on the battlefield.

After his tour ended, Mr. Banks returned
home to Kentucky and transitioned to the Ma-
rine Corps Reserve where he reached the
rank of Colonel. He then began his civilian ca-
reer with IBM and the Kentucky Department of
Education, where he quickly moved up in state
government. Mr. Banks eventually served as
chief of staff to Governors Bert Combs and
Ned Breathitt. To this day, he is the only per-
son ever to serve as chief of staff to two Ken-
tucky governors.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Banks has served his
country in so many ways: in combat in Korea,
as a Marine Colonel, as a public servant, and
as a loving husband, father, and grandfather.
He is a fine example of a man dedicating his
life to making the lives of those around him
better. Mr. Banks has made a career of exem-
plary service, both to his state and country,
and it is with great pride that we thank him for
his service today.

——————

TESSA GRAYBILL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Tessa Graybill. Tessa is a
very special young woman who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Girl
Scouts of the USA and earning the high honor
of the Gold Award.

Tessa’s outstanding achievement reflects
her hard work and dedication. Tessa has ex-
hibited unique and creative examples of serv-
ice that have made a difference in her com-
munity. | am confident that she will continue to
hold herself to the highest standards in the fu-
ture. This is an accomplishment for which
Tessa can take pride in for the rest of her life.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Tessa Graybill for her ac-
complishments with the Girl Scouts of the
USA and for her efforts put forth in achieving
the highest distinction of the Gold Award.
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15TH ANNIVERSARY OF GOSPEL
AM 1490 WMBM

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to celebrate the 15th Anniversary
of Gospel AM 1490 WMBM. Since its incep-
tion in 1995, WMBM'’s leadership and staff
have continued to serve as an important com-
munications tool for the south Florida commu-
nity. The listeners are fortunate to have a
radio station committed to keeping them in-
formed and entertained.

Acquired by New Birth Broadcasting, Inc. on
March 10, 1995, WMBM has remained the
only 24-hour gospel station in the Miami-Dade
area. For the past 15 years, WMBM has dis-
tinguished itself through the breadth and depth
of its programming, as well as through its un-
wavering dedication and service to its many
listeners throughout the 17th Congressional
district.

With talk programming such as Spirit and
Soul: Compassion, Business Showcase: Busi-
ness in the Black, Business Showcase, Tues-
day Talk, Spirit and Soul: Victorious Life Man-
agement, Spirit and Soul: Sister to Sister, and
Spirit and Soul: Brother to Brother—it is quite
clear of WMBM’s commitment to provide up-
to-the-minute news, empowering its listeners,
and playing inspirational and encouraging gos-
pel music.

Moreover, as the first Black-owned and op-
erated radio station in South Florida, WMBM
currently has a coverage map of over
1,500,000 homes and businesses. WMBM is
also one of the first radio stations to stream its
broadcast via the internet.

In 2007, WMBM was the recipient of the
Stellar Award Radio Station of the Year, which
is a premier gospel event that recognizes and
honors African-American artists, companies
and organizations in the field of gospel music.

Madam Speaker, please join me in applaud-
ing and honoring the 15th Anniversary of Gos-
pel AM 1490 WMBM as it celebrates 15 years
of dedicated fellowship through its radio sta-
tion. WMBM has forged an impressive reputa-
tion for quality programming and integrity. It is
my hope that WMBM continues to stand as a
beacon of resolve, inspiration and worship for
many years to come. | wish them many more
years of outstanding achievement.

—

THANKING MR. MICHAEL DOUG-
LASS FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE
HOUSE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, on the occasion of his retirement in
December 2009, we rise to thank Mr. Michael
Douglass for 34 years of outstanding service
to the U.S. House of Representatives.

Mike began his career at the House in 1975
as a Sales Clerk in the Office Supply Store.
Mike’s leadership, dedication, and positive atti-
tude were visible to his management and he
moved up to become a Sales Clerk filling or-
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ders for delivery and then he moved into the
Accounting Department. Mike eventually be-
came the Supervisor of the Accounting De-
partment in Office Supply, where he was re-
sponsible for the server, software, and busi-
ness accounting process in the Supply Store.
Later he took these skills to play a key role in
implementing the House’s first fully computer-
ized purchasing system, which continues in
use to this day. His people skills were essen-
tial to the successful rollout of that system
(Procurement Desktop).

Mike eventually became responsible for
configuring the purchasing system so that
users could purchase goods and services in
compliance with best practices and the Office
of Inspector General recommendations. With
his role in developing recommendations for
implementing the system that will replace the
current financial system, Mike’s valuable con-
tributions to the House community will con-
tinue long after he has left. Mike is known by
his colleagues for his sound business judg-
ment and problem solving skills. He is also
known for his quick wit and fairness.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we extend congratulations to Michael for his
many years of dedication and outstanding
contributions to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. We wish Michael many wonderful
years in fulfilling his retirement dreams.

RECOGNIZING MILITARY WORKING
DOG PROGRAM

SPEECH OF

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize some of the
unsung heroes of our ongoing military cam-
paigns in Afghanistan and Iraq: the Military
Working Dogs (MWDs). For over 60 years,
military dogs have been working, serving, and
risking their lives alongside our brave service-
men and women around the world. Like their
handlers, these Military Working Dogs have
served this country with honor and distinction,
keeping our country safe both at home and
abroad.

During World War |, many dogs, beginning
with the first military dog, Sergeant Stubby,
served alongside American forces overseas.
On March 13, 1942, the Army Quartermaster
Corps officially recognized and incorporated
the so-called K-9 Corps. Between 1942 and
1945, over 10,000 dogs were trained in the
War Dogs program. Military dogs have contin-
ued to play an important role in the U.S.
Armed Forces through the 20th century and
into the 21st. Today, these four-legged sol-
diers serve alongside our soldiers overseas,
searching for explosive components, drugs,
and |IEDs. As they do every day in our homes
and yards, these dogs have proven to be
man’s best friend on the battlefield as well.

| became aware of the important work of
Military Working Dogs through Frank Yevchak,
a constituent from Hewitt, NJ and founder of
Support Our Four-Legged Soldiers. Frank and
his organization have sent thousands of dol-
lars of supplies to MWD handlers stationed in
Balad, Iraq. Supplies range from cooling vests
and blankets to toys and treats—whatever the
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handlers need to keep the dogs comfortable
and able to complete their important jobs.
Frank also includes letters and cards from
local students in the care packages. Most re-
cently, Frank has partnered with Macopin Mid-
dle School in West Milford. In the fall and win-
ter, the “Paws of Love Campaign” at the
school was able to raise $1,200 for our sol-
diers and canine companions.

As a dog owner, | understand the important
traits of loyalty, courage, and dependability
that these dogs give to our Armed Forces.
Today, one day shy of the Military Working
Dogs’ 68th birthday, | recognize the important
work of Military Working Dogs and thank their
owners, trainers, handlers, and supporters for
all they do for our soldiers and our Nation.

RECOGNIZING DIANNE VILLANO,
FOUNDER OF SUPPORT OUR MA-
RINES

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Ms. Dianne Villano, the
founder of Support Our Marines, Inc., in St.
Pete Beach, Florida, who has dedicated her-
self to sending packages and correspondence
to Marines who are stationed overseas. For
the past four years, Ms. Villano, the owner of
a local fitness company, has gone out of her
way to actively support the troops, donating
over 30 hours a week of her time to directing
her non-profit organization.

After losing her fiancé during the September
11th terrorist attacks, Ms. Villano began sup-
porting the troops in 2005 by sending mail and
packages to those serving overseas. In 2007,
she officially founded Support Our Marines in
order to send packages to Marines on active
duty in Irag and Afghanistan. Her initial con-
tact with the Marines began when she discov-
ered a Web site where Marines posted facts
about their living conditions, experiences, and
general needs while they were on duty over-
seas. She chose to focus her efforts on Ma-
rines stationed on the front lines in Iraq and
Afghanistan, because often, servicemembers
in remote locations rarely receive packages.
Since founding her organization, Ms. Villano
has sent over 4,500 boxes of food and other
items requested by the troops, between 40
and 60 packages a month, to over 115 con-
tacts within the Marines who then distribute
the items within their companies.

Additionally, Ms. Villano works diligently to
secure funding for her organization to pay the
costs to ship packages overseas. Support Our
Marines is a registered nonprofit in Florida and
Ms. Villano recently filed for 501(c)(3) status in
order to be able to more actively solicit dona-
tions. Currently, she funds much of the mailing
and acquisition costs with her own paychecks.

Ms. Villano also works to raise awareness
about deployed Marines by competing in
triathlons and running events while wearing
military gear weighing about 20 percent of her
body weight. She has competed in over 20
events, each of them with photographs of fall-
en Marines attached to her military gear and
each in honor of a specific Marine from units
she has adopted.

Recently, Ms. Villano was honored by being
named as the first runner-up for the local Jef-
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ferson Award for Public Service which recog-
nized her outstanding community service and
dedication to the troops. She chose to present
her award to a wounded Marine who had in-
spired her during her work for the Marines and
presented it to him at the James A. Haley Me-
morial Hospital where he was recovering from
a head injury. Additionally, she has been
named as an associate member of the local
Marine Corps League and has received the
Distinguished Citizen Award from the Depart-
ment of State.

Madam Speaker, Ms. Villano is an extraor-
dinary, selfless woman who deserves to be
recognized for her outstanding service to the
troops and for her continuing efforts to support
them. | would like to thank her for her hard
work and dedication as she continues to de-
vote her time and attention to our heroes on
the front lines of the war on terror.

CONNOR HAYES
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Connor Hayes. Connor is
a very special young woman who has exem-
plified the finest qualities of citizenship and
leadership by taking an active part in the Girl
Scouts of the USA and earning the high honor
of the Gold Award.

Connor’'s outstanding achievement reflects
her hard work and dedication. Connor has ex-
hibited unique and creative examples of serv-
ice that have made a difference in her com-
munity. | am confident that she will continue to
hold herself to the highest standards in the fu-
ture. This is an accomplishment for which
Connor can take pride in for the rest of her
life.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Connor Hayes for her ac-
complishments with the Girl Scouts of the
USA and for her efforts put forth in achieving
the highest distinction of the Gold Award.

———————

MANUEL RAYMOND “RAY” SOUZA

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Ray Souza as he is com-
pleting his term as President of the Western
United Dairymen.

Mr. Souza is respected throughout Cali-
fornia as one of the foremost experts on dairy
policy and is a passionate advocate for Cali-
fornia dairy producers. He is a well-known and
respected leader in his local community, the
California dairy industry, and in national orga-
nizations. He is the owner and operator of
Mel-Delin Dairy in Turlock, California, a family
dairy established by his grandfather in 1930.
He started as a teenager with a 4—H cow that
he purchased at an auction and has been
making their living on milking cows ever since.

Mr. Souza takes an active role in his local
community. He is a member of numerous
community organizations including the Turlock
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Chamber of Commerce, Stanislaus County
Farm Bureau and many others. Mr. Souza
was recognized as the Chamber's Ag Leader
of the year in 1994. Mr. Souza was appointed
to the Stanislaus County Fair Board in 1996,
a position he still holds.

Mr. Souza has been a member of the West-
ern United Dairymen since its inception in
1984. He has served on the board of directors
for over 10 years and is currently completing
his second term as President. In this capacity
he has testified before Congress on issues re-
lated to the dairy industry and advises mem-
bers of Congress on real world impacts of
dairy policy decisions. The quality of leader-
ship that Mr. Souza has provided to the West-
ern United Dairymen has been critical to the
success and growth of the organization.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in honoring my good friend, Mr. Ray
Souza, for his leadership, dedication, and out-
standing service to Western United Dairymen.

——

A TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM “BILL”
REILLEY

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 9, 2010

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate and pay tribute
to a fine American, William “Bill” Reilley, Sr.,
on an occasion when he and his business
have received a prestigious honor: the Inter-
national Circle of Excellence Award for 2009.

His success has been recognized by the in-
dustry. In 2001, Bill was named the Inter-
national Dealer of the Year, an honor awarded
to one International dealer who exhibits the
highest commitment to best-in-class customer
service. He was a multi-finalist for the Amer-
ican Truck Dealers’ Dealer of the Year and the
Wisconsin Truck Dealer of the Year awards.
With this most recent award, Bill has received
the Circle of Excellence Award a total of 15
times. The Circle of Excellence awarded by
the International dealer organization of
Navistar, Inc., honors International truck deal-
erships that achieve the highest level of dealer
performance with respect to operating and fi-
nancial standards and most importantly, cus-
tomer satisfaction. It is the highest honor a
dealer principal can receive from the com-
pany.

He started his career with International Har-
vester in 1963 and eventually left to become
the International dealer in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. Bil's business acumen has success-
fully positioned the company for continued
success, growing Lakeside International, LLC,
from one location to six while concurrently in-
creasing revenues from $14 million to more
than $100 million annually. Lakeside Inter-
national employs 200 people in all. The com-
pany remains a family venture with Bill's son,
Bill Reilley, Jr., being named successor, as-
suring consistent leadership and growth for
years to come.

Bill has achieved this level of accomplish-
ment and recognition through many years of
hard work and service to his industry and
community. He recently transitioned from his
leadership role as board chairman of St.
Anne’s Center for Intergenerational Care in
Milwaukee, a nationally recognized facility. He
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