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Washington and that the federal government 
responded to their needs. 

Deciding to leave the Congress she loved 
was a tough choice for Liz. But it was a nat-
ural progression to join the labor movement. 
She knew that her next assignment as legisla-
tive and political director at the Amalgamated 
Clothing and Textile Workers Union was in 
keeping with her values and unwavering com-
mitment to the men and women of the Amer-
ican labor movement. In this position, Liz 
worked with passion and moved with dispatch 
to ensure that the interests of the country’s 
clothing and textile workers were fully rep-
resented not only before the U.S. Congress 
and Executive Branch, but internationally as 
well. 

In 1995, Liz accepted a position as political 
director at the American Federation of Teach-
ers in what would become the final and per-
haps most important stop in her accomplished 
career. During her 15 years there, Liz’s work 
on behalf of the more than 1.4 million mem-
bers of the AFT included many accomplish-
ments and milestones. She carried with her an 
intimate knowledge of the important work per-
formed by AFT members and an ability to ad-
vance with unmatched skill and grace the 
causes she cared about most. 

Liz is a true leader, always doing the right 
thing in a manner that is respectful of others 
and in turn earning others’ respect. She is a 
wonderful woman and will be missed dearly by 
all of us who have had the pleasure of work-
ing with her. I wish Liz all the best in the years 
to come. 
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HONORING ALYSON DUDEK 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the achievements of 
Alyson Dudek, a native of Hales Corners, Wis-
consin, who along with her teammates—Lana 
Gehring, Katherine Reutter, and Allison 
Baver—won the bronze medal in the 3000- 
meter short track relay at the 2010 Winter 
Olympics. 

This performance ended a sixteen-year 
medal drought for the United States in the 
event and Alyson’s impressive effort was an-
other memorable instance of Wisconsin ath-
letes admirably representing our country at the 
Olympic Games in Vancouver. On behalf of all 
Wisconsinites, I want to congratulate Alyson 
on her accomplishments in the 3000-meter 
and 500-meter short track speed skating 
events. 

The 2010 Winter Olympic Games showed 
yet again the inspiring skills and talents of 
Wisconsin natives who participated and 
medaled in a number of different disciplines. 
Alyson’s exemplary performance in both the 
individual 500-meter event and 3000-meter 
relay in Vancouver capped off a tremendous 
skating season and it is my pleasure to con-
gratulate Alyson, her family, coaches, and 
teammates on this achievement. 

I am proud to recognize Alyson Dudek and 
all the members of the 2010 United States 
Olympic Team for their inspiring performance, 
breaking a record with 37 medals, and for 
their admirable representation of our country. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$12,508,944,297,560.56. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $1,870,518,551,266.70 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARY ANN FLUNDER 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the incomparable 
Mary Ann Flunder of Kansas City, Kansas. 

A longtime elected member of the Kansas 
City, Kansas Community College Board of 
Trustees, Mary Ann has given a lifetime of 
service to the Kansas City community. A tire-
less community activist, she has long served 
as one of my most important advisors and 
sounding boards. I place this statement in to-
day’s CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, however, in 
recognition of her upcoming receipt of an 
award from the Kansas City Business Maga-
zine, which will recognize her at an event on 
March 11th as one of the most influential busi-
nesswomen in the Kansas City area in 2010. 

The March 2010 issue of KC Business in-
cludes a brief profile of Mary Ann Flunder, 
which I include below. I thank you, Madam 
Speaker, for the opportunity to pay public trib-
ute to unique, irreplaceable, longtime Kansas 
City, Kansas community leader Mary Ann 
Flunder. 

MARY ANN FLUNDER: BUSINESS CONSULTANT 

Mary Ann Flunder has spent her life em-
powering others to achieve their academic, 
career and life goals. She has done so by as-
sisting more than 100 entrepreneurs with 
business startups, by helping existing busi-
nesses achieve licensing and government 
funding, and by lobbying for legislation that 
advances small businesses. A tireless worker 
and champion of others, Flunder takes it 
upon herself to connect those who need con-
necting. A well-known advocate in the com-
munity, the sage-like Flunder has a reputa-
tion for stepping up to the plate and making 
things happen by expending her own time, 
money and other resources. Flunder partici-
pates on several boards, maintains an inter-
est in the education of youth and runs a side 
business that sells Watkins products pri-
marily to senior citizens. Flunder received 
an Excellence Award at the 2009 National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People Freedom Fund banquet. 

HONORING MILDRED THOMPSON 

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life of Mildred Thomp-
son, long-time Clerk of Courts for Scioto 
County. Sadly, Mildred passed away on Feb-
ruary 28th. She was a life-long resident of 
Southern Ohio, and graduated from Minford 
High School. She married Judge Lowell 
Thompson. Mildred is survived by two daugh-
ters, two grandchildren, and three great-grand-
children. 

First elected in November of 1968, Mildred 
Thompson continuously served the citizens of 
Scioto County as their Clerk of Courts until 
she retired in September of 2008. During her 
nearly 40 years as Clerk—Mildred was known 
for her tireless dedication to the citizens of 
Scioto County. She served on the boards of 
many state and local community organizations 
and, along with her husband, was a positive 
influence on the lives of many local children 
through her service as a 4–H advisor. 

Mildred was loved and respected by those 
she came in contact with as Clerk of Courts 
for her hard work and the kind way she treat-
ed everyone she met. Outside of work, Mil-
dred was known for her countless volunteer 
efforts. One of her favorite places to volunteer 
was the Southern Ohio Medical Center. Each 
year the Friends of Southern Ohio Medical 
Center present the Mildred E. Thompson 
Scholarship to a high-school senior from 
Scioto County who has placed service above 
self. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Mildred Thompson, who led a life dedi-
cated to public service. Mildred has forever left 
an imprint on her community. God bless Mil-
dred and may she rest in eternal peace. 

f 

NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, this week is 
National Peace Corps Week, so I want to take 
a moment to recognize the tremendous work 
done by Peace Corps volunteers around the 
world. I myself served in the Peace Corps in 
Somalia in the mid-1960s and saw first hand 
the contribution that Peace Corps volunteers 
make to the communities in which they serve. 

Since the founding of the Peace Corps in 
1961, nearly 200,000 volunteers have served 
in 139 countries around the world. Over 7,000 
volunteers are currently providing services in 
76 countries, making contributions in agri-
culture, business development, information 
technology, education, health and HIV/AIDS, 
youth, and the environment. Twelve of my 
own constituents are serving around the world 
in such countries as Panama, Kenya, and 
Cambodia. 

Next year the Peace Corps will celebrate its 
50th anniversary. During this anniversary year, 
we will rightly recognize the achievements of 
the Peace Corps and its volunteers over the 
past five decades. However, I hope we also 
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recognize that the mission of the Peace Corps 
is as important as it has ever been. At a time 
when there is still tremendous need outside 
our borders, Peace Corps volunteers must 
continue their mission of helping others help 
themselves. Additionally, those volunteers 
must continue to serve—as they have in the 
past—as our nation’s citizen ambassadors to 
people in other countries, and, once they ar-
rive back home, as liaisons between the citi-
zens of our country and the citizens of the 
country where they served. 

I hope that Congress will continue to sup-
port and expand this vital institution for dec-
ades to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, February 22 I was unavoidably absent 
from the House Chamber. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 49 
and 50. 

f 

NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, as a 
Returned Peace Corps Volunteer who spent 
two years in Ethiopia with my wife Patti eradi-
cating small pox and building schools, it is my 
pleasure to recognize National Peace Corps 
Week. 

Forty-nine years ago this week, President 
John F. Kennedy established the Peace Corps 
as a way to show the world that the United 
States is interested in helping our struggling 
neighbors across the globe. Since then, nearly 
200,000 Americans have served in the Peace 
Corps in 139 countries around the world. 

Peace Corps volunteers educate children, 
treat illnesses, assist local businesses, intro-
duce new technologies, modernize agricultural 
techniques, and help protect local water sup-
plies. To millions of people in the developing 
world, Peace Corps volunteers are the face of 
America, and we are a safer and more appre-
ciated nation because of it. 

To the 7,671 volunteers around the world 
presently engaged in the Peace Corps’ noble 
mission, thank you for your service. So long 
as I am in Congress, I will resolutely support 
you in your efforts. You stand on the shoul-
ders of giants, and you are a vital contributor 
to a more peaceful and just world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF JAMES B. BLASINGAME 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, 
today I congratulate James B. Blasingame on 

his retirement from the Alaska Railroad. Mr. 
Blasingame started at the Alaska Railroad at 
age 35 starting as a programmer. He has 
moved up through the company culminating 
his career as Vice President of Corporate Af-
fairs. In 1985, Mr. Blasingame was appointed 
by the Alaska Railroad as the Federal coordi-
nator where he oversaw the transfer of the 
Federally-owned Alaska Railroad to the State 
of Alaska. 

The Alaska Railroad has been an out-
standing organization in Alaska promoting ex-
pansion and economic development through-
out the state. I commend Mr. Blasingame and 
his tireless effort within the company to im-
prove the railroad’s operations, facilities and 
safety performance. Not only do I want to 
commend him on his work, I would also like to 
applaud the amount of time he spent volun-
teering on a number of non-profit, civic boards 
and organizations, including Providence Hos-
pital, Anchorage School Business Partnership, 
World Trade Center of Alaska and Credit 
Union National Association. 

Today, I congratulate and recognize Jim on 
his retirement and years of service to Alaskan 
residents and the development of the Alaska 
Railroad and wish him good luck in the next 
chapter of life. 

Madam Speaker, I would also like to submit 
a resolution approved by the Alaska Railroad 
Board of Directors commending Jim for his 
service. 

RESOLUTION 2009–58 
Whereas, James B. Blasingame, at the 

young age of 35, began his employment with 
the Alaska Railroad as a Programmer and 
was later promoted to various positions in-
cluding Supply Analyst, Management Ana-
lyst, and Executive Administration Director 
leading to his ascension in 1993 to Vice Presi-
dent of Corporate Affairs; and 

Whereas, James B. Blasingame not only 
loves history, but has helped to make his-
tory at the Alaska Railroad, by serving as 
the State Manager of the Alaska Railroad 
Transfer Project supporting the effort in the 
early 1980s to transfer the Railroad from 
Federal to State ownership; and 

Whereas, James B. Blasingame has served 
as the Alaska Railroad Board of Directors’ 
Board Secretary since 1985, managing cor-
porate governance, policy development, gov-
ernment and community relations, corporate 
asset oversight including records preserva-
tion and philanthropy; and 

Whereas, throughout his tenure as Board 
Secretary and Vice President Corporate Af-
fairs for the Alaska Railroad, James B. 
Blasingame was part of a team instrumental 
in qualifying the Alaska Railroad for federal 
grants used to improve the Railroad’s oper-
ations, facilities and safety performance; and 

Whereas, James B. Blasingame has worked 
tirelessly to mentor fellow railroaders, earn-
ing terms of endearment such as ‘‘Mother’’, 
‘‘Dutch Uncle’’, and ‘‘Oracle’’ and instilling 
an understanding in all for our past and a 
commitment to our future as a state-owned 
enterprise that safely operates on a self-sus-
taining basis and supports the economic de-
velopment of our state; and 

Whereas, James B. Blasingame has served 
our Alaska community through his volun-
teer time and efforts on a number of non- 
profit, civic boards and organizations, in-
cluding Providence Hospital, Downtown 
Partnership, Association, Anchorage School 
Business Partnership, World Trade Center of 
Alaska, Alaska Credit Union League, Denali/ 
Alaskan Federal Credit Union, Credit Union 
National Association; and 

Therefore be it resolved, the Alaska Railroad 
Board of Directors extends its most sincere 

appreciation to James B. Blasingame for his 
long-standing dedication to the Alaska Rail-
road and his distinctive leadership role in 
the maturation of the Railroad into an 
award winning, world class state-owned cor-
poration; and 

Be it further resolved, that since James B. 
Blasingame has invested countless hours to-
ward the development of the Alaska Railroad 
and because his dedication warrants perma-
nent recognition, the Alaska Railroad Cor-
poration Board of Directors hereby adopts 
this resolution renaming the Alaska Rail-
road’s Denali Board Room the ‘‘James B. 
Blasingame Board Room’’. 

f 

NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK, 
THE 49TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CREATION OF THE PEACE CORPS 

HON. ROY BLUNT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 4, 2010 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I am contin-
ually inspired by the great philanthropy and 
giving nature of the American people. When 
humanity suffers, where calamity arises— 
floods in Indonesia, earthquakes in Haiti or 
Chile, war-torn landscapes around the world 
or in poverty stricken populations in the 
Sudan—Americans respond with their time, 
energy and sacrifice. This outpouring of gen-
erosity to foreign lands and different cultures 
is a uniquely American trait. The Peace Corps, 
created 49 years ago this week, embodies 
that trait. 

It was President John F. Kennedy who 
urged Americans to serve their country by 
working in developing countries and their local 
villages to enhance the quality of life for oth-
ers. Approximately 7,600 Peace Corps Volun-
teers, including five from Southwest Missouri, 
are serving in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, 
Central and South America, Europe, the Mid-
dle East and the Pacific Islands. 

I am proud of the service of the five South-
west Missourians currently volunteering in the 
Peace Corps. Megan Abbott began her serv-
ice in Belize four months ago. Austin Durr has 
been in Paraguay since 2007. Laura Pegram 
has served in Botswana since June 2008. 
Bruce Taylor has served for one year in 
Kenya and will serve another year. Scott 
Tuttle has been in Niger since 2008. Leaving 
behind the comforts and conveniences of 
home, Peace Corps volunteers like Abbot, 
Durr, Pegram, Taylor and Tuttle are symbols 
of our nation’s commitment to progress, op-
portunity and development in the developing 
world. 

Their desire to make a difference, like that 
of 200,000 Americans who have served since 
1961, has improved the lives of millions of 
people around the world. 

Peace Corps volunteers learn languages 
and receive extensive cross-cultural training, 
enabling them to function effectively at a pro-
fessional level. Volunteers have made lasting 
contributions around the world in agriculture, 
business development, information technology, 
health, education, HIV/AIDS, youth and the 
environment. 

Recognizing the legions of Peace Corps vol-
unteers, past and present, who work hard ev-
eryday to improve the lives of the people they 
assist affirms our nation’s commitment to help-
ing people help themselves in the pursuit of 
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