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Murtha died this week at 77, of a medical 

mistake. 
There aren’t many like him in Congress. 

There never were. 
First of all, Murtha, an ex-Marine officer, 

was not the sort of fellow who needed a 
‘‘handler’’ or a ‘‘focus group’’ to calculate 
the political tides. Instead he used three an-
cient tools—study, his mind, and his con-
science. 

As a fine essay, reprinted from Politico on 
these pages, documented, Murtha was fa-
mous for the Washington rituals he did not 
observe. When asked a question, he answered 
it. He did not hang with lobbyists or flacks. 
He did not go to parties, but got up early and 
went to bed early. (According to Politico, he 
would sometimes go home in the afternoon 
to listen to the BBC to get a fresh slant on 
U.S. foreign policy.) He did not court TV 
people or the Washington Post, and didn’t 
particularly know or care who those people 
were. 

And he didn’t back down. 
He wasn’t always right. And he knew that. 

He had the courage to change his mind. 
But he was, as the saying goes, a ‘‘stand-up 

guy.’’ You could not blow him down with a 
poll or a David Broder column. 

Murtha had the understated self-con-
fidence that the rare greats in politics have. 
I met Mike Mansfield, briefly, once, and you 
felt it from him. Ditto John Stennis. I am 
sure that Eisenhower had it. And maybe Ella 
Grasso. I know I have seen and felt it in the 
presence of Eugene McCarthy, Ernest Hol-
lings, and John Glenn. Some public men 
seem to shed their vanity as the years accu-
mulate and they settle into their work. They 
begin to internalize their love of country. In-
stead of politics being more and more about 
them, it becomes more and more about serv-
ice. And they go about their work with con-
centration and power, but minimal fuss. You 
felt that with Murtha. There was no pos-
turing in the man. He looked you dead in the 
eye and he told you what he thought was 
true and needed doing. 

Murtha was much in the news when he 
came to see us. He was known as the mili-
tary’s greatest friend in Congress and he had 
just come out for withdrawal from Iraq. I re-
call him as a big man in a dark blue suit. His 
hands were the hands of a working man. He 
might have been a machinist or a farmer in-
stead of a soldier and statesman. Someone 
here snickered the other day that western 
Pennsylvania, from whence Murtha came, 
was ‘‘not really Pennsylvania, but Ohio.’’ It’s 
true in the sense that Murtha was from a 
hardscrabble world where people are still 
close to land and labor and where hard work 
and professionalism are what matter, not 
pretense, not birthright, not wealth or col-
lege degrees. It does not matter if you have 
a family name and an MBA from Harvard. If 
you want to invade Iraq, you better study 
the history of Iraq. 

Yeah, Murtha was against abortion and for 
the Second Amendment and he was born in 
West Virginia and he owned a car wash be-
fore he got into politics. But that old Viet-
nam veteran could set Condoleezza Rice’s 
head spinning and he took no guff from 
right-wing no-nothings. If we had 50 ‘‘Ohio-
ans’’ like John Murtha in the House we 
would have health-insurance reform today. 

Murtha liked fellow pros. But pros who 
were rooted in something. He got on well 
with the first George Bush and not at all 
with the second. He thought Donald Rums-
feld was nuts and Robert Gates a great man. 
He was a protégé of Tip O’Neill’s and prac-
ticed O’Neill’s adage that all politics is local 
(Murtha never got over the old and honor-
able idea that a congressman’s first job is to 
provide for his constituents), but Murtha 
trusted Rahm Emanuel about as far as he 
could throw him. 

Murtha spent his spare time visiting 
wounded soldiers at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
and Walter Reed. He did not take cameramen 
with him. When he traveled to Iraq, it was 
not a junket or a photo-op. He would tell the 
generals and ambassadors, ‘‘no PowerPoint,’’ 
none of that stuff. Just talk to me, he would 
say, and tell me what is going on. And then 
he would go visit with the sergeants and the 
specialists. He took Larson under his wing, 
and to Iraq, early in Larson’s congressional 
career because ‘‘he goes home at the end of 
the day and studies the CIA briefing books.’’ 

Murtha did not love the military as a con-
cept, but as people. Public servants like him-
self. His work for them in Congress was like 
his work for the citizens of the 12th District 
of Pennsylvania. He had a job to do. He was 
supposed to take care of his people. 

He was much man, John Murtha. 
What a loss to the Congress and the coun-

try. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$12,519,423,725,485.39. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $1,869,110,716,567.24 so far this Con-
gress. The debt has increased 
$11,887,262,624.26 since just yesterday. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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TRIBUTE TO KENT M. RONHOVDE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to share with you the life 
and mourn the death of a remarkable public 
servant who dedicated his career to serving 
the United States Congress. Mr. Kent M. 
Ronhovde died on February 19 after a valiant 
struggle with cancer. Kent worked for 36 years 
at the Congressional Research Service, start-
ing as an entry-level attorney right after law 
school and rising to senior management posi-
tions in the Service. 

At the time of his death, Kent was Associate 
Director for Congressional Affairs and Coun-
selor to the Director. In that capacity and for 
the last 7 years, he was the liaison between 
CRS and its oversight committees in the 
House and Senate ensuring that CRS and its 
congressional overseers remained in commu-
nication over the critical issues facing the 
Service. Regardless of changes in congres-
sional and committee leadership, Kent en-
sured that there were no changes in CRS’s 
commitment to its core values of confiden-
tiality, authoritativeness, non-partisanship and 
objectivity. 

This commitment to CRS values manifested 
itself in Mr. Ronhovde’s other duties. He 

oversaw the Review Office, where all CRS 
products are reviewed for consistency with the 
dictates of objectivity, non-advocacy and non-
partisanship. Kent and his office also coun-
seled CRS employees and managers on the 
delicate questions surrounding outside speak-
ing and writing and compliance with CRS and 
Library of Congress regulations and policies 
designed to ensure that all CRS staff maintain 
the ability to be seen as impartial and objec-
tive in their work for Congress. These are 
questions whose sensitivity is matched by 
their importance to CRS and to the Congress. 
Kent understood well the absolute necessity of 
CRS maintaining its reputation for objectivity. 
Whether reviewing a report or memo, deter-
mining the propriety of an outside activity of a 
CRS staff member or advising the Director of 
CRS on a policy question, Kent exercised the 
good judgment and discretion demanded by 
such sensitive questions, questions with po-
tentially profound consequences for the institu-
tion. 

Mr. Ronhovde’s devotion to CRS’ mission to 
serve Congress and commitment to its values 
infused his entire career. He joined CRS’ 
American Law Division after graduation from 
Georgetown Law School in 1974, law school 
having been interrupted by service in Vietnam 
as an intelligence officer. In the American Law 
Division, Kent rose through the attorney ranks, 
became a section head in 1985 and Assistant 
Chief of the division in 1986. During this time, 
he also earned a Masters of Public Adminis-
tration from American University. Kent became 
a senior manager in the CRS Director’s Office 
in 1996 and assumed his latest position in 
2003. His portfolio in that position—in addition 
to the committee liaison and policy compliance 
responsibilities I recounted above—touched on 
the most important and consequential issues 
facing CRS. Director Daniel P. Mulhollan stat-
ed that ‘‘Kent provided exceptional service to 
the Congress and to CRS. Colleagues 
throughout the Library and CRS admired his 
careful and deliberate judgment, his insightful 
examination of the question at hand and his 
sense of equanimity and balance. The Service 
and I could not have had a better counsel.’’ 

CRS and the Congress have lost a wise 
and devoted public servant. We extend our 
deepest sympathies to Kent’s wife, Juliet, 
daughters Kristin and Brooke and their fami-
lies and to all his friends and colleagues in 
CRS. 
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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF FRANKIE 
DRAYTON THOMAS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to commemorate the life and 
achievements of my dear friend Frankie 
Drayton Thomas, who died on February 27, 
2010, in West Palm Beach, Florida from a 
sudden heart attack. She was 81 years old. 
My thoughts and prayers go out to her son, 
James Thomas of New Carrollton, Maryland; 
daughter, local attorney Iola Mosley; sister, Lil-
lie B. Drayton; brother, James Drayton; and 
the rest of her family and friends at this most 
difficult time. 
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Frankie Drayton Thomas, known to all as 

‘‘Frankie,’’ was born in West Palm Beach, 
Florida to Iola and Frank Drayton in May of 
1928. She attended public schools and grad-
uated from Industrial High School as an honor 
student in 1946. In 1950, Frankie graduated 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
and went on to earn a Master’s Degree in 
Public Administration from Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity. 

A pioneer in her own right, Frankie became 
the first black college-trained social worker 
hired by the State of Florida’s Department of 
Public Welfare. In the 1960s, she helped im-
prove the lives of the less fortunate as a social 
worker in Washington State and, later, the 
Glades community. After years of hard work 
and dedicated service, Frankie rose to an ad-
ministrative position in the Florida Department 
of Family and Youth Services. She retired 
from the Department of Health and Rehabilita-
tive services as Director of Resource Develop-
ment and Volunteer Services in 1995. 

Frankie was a ‘‘Renaissance woman,’’ also 
devoting herself to many political, social, and 
family endeavors. In June 1951, she and her 
good friend Gwendolyn Baker Rodgers co- 
founded Charmettes, Inc., an international or-
ganization 19-chapters-strong that unites 
women in the name of community strength. 
One of the many projects and services that 
she initiated as 1st Executive Director of the 
Charmettes is the annual contribution to the 
Howard University Cancer Research Center. 
From 1981 to present, the Charmettes have 
contributed nearly $350,000 dollars to this ef-
fort. 

Furthermore, Frankie was the founding 
president of the Northwest Democratic Club in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. She has served on 
the Board of Directors of the Urban League 
and the Board of Directors of Southeast Hos-
pice. In fact, she was the first African-Amer-
ican female in the country to head a Hospice 
Board of Directors and also served on the 
Board of Directors of the Girl Scouts of Amer-
ica. Frankie was also a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta and served as a Parliamentarian 
of the Broward County Chapter. 

Well-known for her political savvy, she orga-
nized and executed many political forums and 
helped to elect many candidates to office, in-
cluding myself, as well as most of the Broward 
County Commissioners and school board 
members, Governor Bob Graham, Sheriff Ken 
Jenne, Attorney General Bob Butterworth, and 
President Bill Clinton. 

Madam Speaker, Frankie was a social work-
er, public servant, community leader, activist, 
mentor, and philanthropist. Above all, how-
ever, she was a beautiful person whose com-
passion and spirit touched countless lives. A 
great voice for humankind has been lost. 
Frankie was my friend and she will be missed 
dearly. 
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CONGRATULATING ZACH STRIEF 
OF THE NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Zach Strief of the Super 
Bowl Champion New Orleans Saints. Zach 

grew up in Milford, Ohio and—despite being 
too big to play pee wee football and an 
unfulfilling first practice in high school—was 
recently named to the Milford High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Zach went on to attend college at North-
western University where he was a three-year 
starter. He was selected as a first-team All- 
American after his senior season. In 2006, 
Zach was selected in the seventh round of the 
National Football League Draft by the New Or-
leans Saints. Now, in his fourth season with 
the Saints, Zach is an important part of the 
Super Bowl champions. 

Citizens of Ohio’s Second Congressional 
District are certainly proud of Zach’s athletic 
accomplishments. However, I am more im-
pressed with his actions off the field. Recog-
nizing a need to keep children active and 
wanting to give back to the community, he 
formed the Zach Strief Dream Big Foundation 
with the help of his parents, Doug and Cathy. 
Through this charity, Zach and his new wife 
have become important contributors to the re-
building of the New Orleans community—and 
he has not forgotten his hometown. The Zach 
Strief Dream Big Foundation has focused on 
after school activities for children in New Orle-
ans. And in Zach’s hometown of Milford, the 
foundation has donated football equipment 
and uniforms as well as provided scholarships 
for children. Each summer, Zach returns to 
Milford High School and conducts a youth 
football camp that benefits his foundation. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Zach Strief for his many noteworthy ac-
complishments both on and off the football 
field. Zach is truly an inspiring leader and 
Ohio’s Second Congressional District is proud 
that he is one of our own. 
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RECOGNIZING TONY BELL OF 
HARVEYVILLE, KANSAS 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Tony Bell of 
Harveyville in the ‘‘Big First’’ Congressional 
District of Kansas. Tony has been selected as 
a ‘‘Great Comebacks Recipient’’ for the central 
region of the United States. He has been se-
lected for this honor because of his persever-
ance and determination in the face of medical 
and physical challenges. Each year, the Great 
Comebacks program celebrates a group of in-
dividuals who are living with intestinal dis-
eases or recovering from ostomy surgery. 

Tony is one of over 700,000 Americans who 
have an ostomy, a surgical procedure that re-
constructs bowel and bladder function through 
the use of a specially fitted medical prosthesis. 
Many Americans suffering from Crohn’s or ul-
cerative colitis rely on a certain type of ostomy 
to function on a daily basis. Just like a pros-
thesis, ostomies help restore patients’ ability to 
participate in the normal activity of daily life. 

The Great Comeback Awards program 
raises awareness of quality-of-life issues for 
people with Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, 
colorectal cancer, and other diseases that can 
lead to ostomy surgery. While ostomy surgery 
is a procedure that can be life saving, it is also 
life-changing for these patients. The spirit and 

courage with which a patient embraces life 
after ostomy surgery is what the Great Come-
backs program celebrates. 

Born with a defect of his colon, Tony Bell 
received an ostomy after birth. The ostomy 
was reversed a few years later, but Tony re-
ceived a permanent colostomy at 9 years of 
age. Following this procedure, Tony was ready 
to saddle up and grab life by the horns and he 
embraced a bright future—one he hoped 
would include a career as a professional bull 
rider from Kansas. He wasted no time, mount-
ing his first bull at the age of 10. As Tony 
trained for rodeo events, he also pursued his 
love of music. In fact, as a high school senior, 
he was chosen to join the elite Kansas Am-
bassadors choir on a European tour. 

While attending college on a singing schol-
arship, Tony entered the pro rodeo circuit and 
competed professionally for two years, even 
riding in the Cheyenne Frontier Days Rodeo, 
known as ‘‘Daddy of ’em All.’’ Having achieved 
this childhood dream, Tony has set his sights 
on a new goal, following in his parents foot-
steps to become a teacher. 

Throughout his life, Tony says he drew tre-
mendous strength from his parents, who 
taught him to be resilient and to bounce back 
from whatever life throws your way. He also 
credits his ‘‘second family,’’ Youth Rally, a 
summer camp for adolescents with an ostomy, 
for helping him through some rough patches in 
his life. He now returns to Youth Rally each 
summer as a counselor and enjoys providing 
support and encouragement to campers. 

Today, Tony is 28 and lives in Harveyville, 
Kansas with his wife Pam and six-year-old 
stepdaughter Haiden. He works on the family 
farm and is just a few credits shy of his spe-
cial education teaching degree. Tony con-
tinues to channel his musical talents by per-
forming in a barbershop quartet with his fa-
ther. An outdoor enthusiast, he enjoys sky-
diving and noodling (fishing for catfish with 
your bare hands). Tony wants to share his 
story of success so that others with life-chang-
ing conditions know that they are not alone 
and can achieve their goals with hard work, 
determination, and perseverance. I commend 
Tony on his efforts and will to help others and 
I congratulate him on being selected as a 
Great Comebacks Recipient. 

f 

NATIVE HAWAIIAN GOVERNMENT 
REORGANIZATION ACT OF 2009 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 2314, the Native Ha-
waiian Government Reorganization Act of 
2009. This act recognizes the past injustices 
suffered by native populations, and with this 
act the United States can begin to move for-
ward with a more positive government-to-gov-
ernment relationship. 

American Indians and Alaska Natives have 
the right to govern their own affairs and deter-
mine their membership. Native Hawaiians 
should also have the right to self-governance 
and self-determination. 

H.R. 2314 establishes a process for federal 
recognition of one Native Hawaiian governing 
entity and authorizes negotiations between the 
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