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new realities of expensive water projects and
their environmental problems, and put the
project on a back burner with a while empha-
sizing water conservation.

The Biological Opinion has also been criti-
cized by downriver communities concerned
about proposed lower summer flows and ef-
fects on the seal population at the mouth of
the Russian River. SCWA has promised fur-
ther studies and expanded river monitoring to
iron out difficulties. Yet if the B.O. succeeds it
will be a major step in restoring the river’s
once thriving fishery.

Randy recognized that climate change re-
quired the agency to do something about its
own energy use—the highest in the county
and he set SCWA on a zero carbon project,
which will make it totally reliant on renewable
energy by 2015. The Agency has kicked off
the project with the installation of a 1 MGW
solar system at its offices.

Randy was also instrumental in devising the
nationally recognized Energy Independence
Program, where home owners can weatherize
their homes and install energy saving devices
and solar panels at no upfront costs. Always
thinking big, Randy has taken his energy
ideas nationwide, forming a coalition of like-
minded communities and promoting bills for
local model projects and to lower consumer
costs for home energy conservation and con-
versions to renewable energy.

Madam Speaker, | want to thank Randy
Poole for his years of service to the customers
of the Sonoma County Water Agency. | have
been occasionally caught off balance by his
whirlwind personality and grand approach to
finding solutions, but | will miss his clear vision
of the necessity of change in a changing
world.

ALEXANDER DANIEL ADAMEK

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2010

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Alexander Daniel Adamek.
Alexander is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Heart of America
Council Troop 351, and earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Alexander has been very active with his
troop, participating in many Scout activities.
Over the eight years Alexander has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Alexander became a Brotherhood mem-
ber in the Order of the Arrow and earned the
rank of Foxman from the H. Roe Bartle Scout
Reservation. Alexander has also contributed to
his community through his Eagle Scout
project. Alexander organized and supervised
the collection of clothing, hygiene products
and other necessities and made supply
backpacks to be donated to Synergy Services,
Inc. These backpacks were then distributed to
runaway and homeless teenagers through
Synergy’s Street Outreach program.
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Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Alexander Daniel Adamek
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JERRY MORAN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2010

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker,
though | was attending a previous engage-
ment in Kansas on Friday, February 26, had
| been present in the House of Representa-
tives, | would have voted in opposition to H.R.
2701, the Intelligence Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2010 (rollcall 73). Additionally, |
would have voted to support the Republican
Motion to Recommit (rollcall 72).

| believe this Intelligence Authorization bill is
more concerned with providing political cover
than addressing a number of real national se-
curity issues, including the administration’s
misguided efforts to close the Guantanamo
Bay detention facility and transfer detainees to
the United States, and improving intelligence
gathering and coordination in the wake of re-
cent attacks at Fort Hood and the Christmas
Day airline bombing attempt.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ON RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN
IRAQ

SPEECH OF

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
| rise today as a proud co-sponsor in strong
support of H. Res. 944, expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives on religious
minorities in Iraq.

Freedom of religion is the beating heart of
our American historical and political experi-
ence. After all, it was the search for a place
to worship in liberty and dignity that led to the
European settlement of this continent.

Our American founding fathers placed para-
mount importance on the right to worship free-
ly and securely, as clear from the first amend-
ment to our Constitution, which enshrines the
right to free exercise of religion.

We are grateful to live in a country where it
is safe to worship according to the dictates of
one’s conscience. We cherish these rights and
privileges because we know that in many
parts of the world—including Irag—not all reli-
gious minorities can worship as they wish.

Historically, Irag is one of the richest and
most diverse religious mosaics in the world. Its
Christian traditions can be traced back to the
Christian apostles. Yet Iraq today is in a mo-
ment of crisis, for many of its smallest and
most vulnerable religious minorities are threat-
ened by the ugly forces of intolerance and in-
timidation in Iragq.
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In recent years, there has been an alarming
surge in Iraq of physical and psychological vi-
olence against religious minorities, and we
must do our part to encourage the emphatic
rejection of such violence by the Iragi state
and society.

While all Iragis have suffered greatly in past
years, the suffering has been most acutely felt
by its religious minorities, including Chaldeans,
Syriacs, Assyrians, and other Christians. Many
hundreds of thousands of Iragi Christians have
already fled Iraq to escape religious turmoil,
many of them settling in my own home state
of Michigan. How this crisis is resolved will be
an indicator of the future that awaits Iraq.

Irag’s development into a sovereign, stable,
and secure country is of immense strategic
importance and political responsibility to the
United States. The world should know that the
United States stands with the Iragi people and
its elected government against the forces of
radicalism and intolerance.

H. Res. 944 advances Iraqg’s trajectory to-
wards a future of diversity, pluralism, and free-
dom. It will help to internalize and institu-
tionalize an environment where religious mi-
norities are protected by the Iragi government.

Informed by our own American experience,
we in this House are obliged to encourage
Iraq to value the rights and privileges of its re-
ligious minorities. There is too much at stake
for Iraq to fail them. And neither can we.

——————

MAYOR OTIS T. WALLACE

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2010

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor one of
our community’s most humble and steadfast
leaders, the mayor of Florida City, Mr. Otis T.
Wallace. For nearly three decades, the people
of Florida City have put their trust in him as
mayor, leader and friend. A graduate of Michi-
gan State University and the University of
Miami Law School, he is the director of TIB
Bank.

Mayor Wallace is completely dedicated to
the residents of Florida City and ensuring that
the needs and priorities of his community are
met. Despite the pressures that elected office
can bring, Mayor Wallace keeps his cool, al-
ways smiling and acting humbly, with the best
interest of others in mind. He has proven to be
a dependable, hard working and selfless lead-
er, always willing to work with others to find
commonsense solutions.

Mayor Wallace is no stranger to civic en-
gagements. He is the chairman of the Florida
City Community Redevelopment Agency and a
member of the Homestead-Florida City Cham-
ber of Commerce. He also serves as the
chairman of the Florida City Foundation and
on the board of directors of the Florida Na-
tional Parks and Monuments Association, Inc.,
the Miami-Dade Criminal Justice Council and
the Homestead Area Indigent Care Founda-
tion, Inc. He is also a member of the NAACP.
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As we celebrate Black History Month,
please join me in recognizing and thanking
Mayor Otis Wallace for his dedication to the
residents of Florida City and his commitment
to ensuring that his community continues to
thrive.

BRANDEN COLE ELLING

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2010

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Branden Cole Elling.
Branden is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Heart of America
Council Troop 351, and earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Branden has been very active with his
troop, participating in many Scout activities.
Over the seven years Branden has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Branden has earned the rank of
Firebuilder in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Branden
has also contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project. Branden constructed
a split rail fence along the edge of Platte
Ridge Park in Platte City, MO, adding both an
aesthetic quality and providing a protective
barrier to limit trespassing into the park.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Branden Cole Elling for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 18TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE KHOJALY
MASSACRE

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2010

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the 18th an-
niversary of the massacre at Khojaly and to
honor the 613 Azerbaijanis who died under
these tragic circumstances. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in remembering those who
lost their lives that day.

HONORING MR. JAMES GARFIELD

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the years of service given to
the people of Chautauqua County by Mr.
James Garfield. Mr. Garfield served his con-
stituency faithfully and justly during his tenure
as the Ripley Highway Superintendent.

Public service is a difficult and fulfiling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr. Gar-
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field served his term with his head held high
and a smile on his face the entire way. | have
no doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting
impression on the people of Chautauqua
County.

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr.
Garfield is one of those people and that is why
Madam Speaker | rise in tribute to him today.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. HENRY E. BROWN, JR.

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2010

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, in accordance with the Republican
adopted standards on earmarks, | submit the
below detailed explanation of the Fuel Oil
Barge.

Bill Number: H.R. 3326, Department of De-
fense Appropriations Act, 2010

Account: Navy RDT&E

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: GenPhar,
Inc.

Address of Requesting Entity: 600 Seacoast
Parkway, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

Description of Project: The need for an ef-
fective vaccine to protect against exposure to
dangerous virus outbreaks of Dengue fever is
critical to the safety of U.S. Armed Forces per-
sonnel deployed in combat theaters through-
out the world. Dengue epidemics have in-
creased dramatically in recent years, and
cover nearly the entire tropical and subtropical
regions of the world, including South East
Asia, Africa, the entire Caribbean, and South,
Central and parts of North America, putting
two thirds of the world population at risk. Den-
gue epidemics not only have devastating ef-
fects in regions that hold U.S. interests, they
also threaten the well-being of U.S. military
personnel operating in these regions.

——————

IN TRIBUTE TO REPRESENTATIVE
JOHN P. MURTHA OF PENNSYL-
VANIA

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2010

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the life of our former col-
league, Congressman John Murtha. He died
on February 8, 2010, at age 77, following
complications of surgery. John represented
Pennsylvania’s 12th Congressional District for
36 years in Congress, longer than any Penn-
sylvania lawmaker.

John Patrick Murtha was born June 17,
1932 in New Martinsville, West Virginia, and
moved to Pennsylvania as a child. He grad-
uated from the University of Pittsburgh in 1962
with a degree in economics and did graduate
work in economics and political science at In-
diana University of Pennsylvania.

Congressman Murtha dedicated his life to
serving the nation he loved, first in the military.
He entered the U.S. Marine Corps in 1952,
during the Korean War period, and served
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until 1955, joining the Reserves. Then, during
the Vietnam conflict, he volunteered for com-
bat and served as an intelligence officer in
1966 and 1967. John received the Bronze
Star and two Purple Hearts for this service, re-
tiring from the Marine Corps Reserve as a
colonel in 1990.

One of the first Vietham veterans to sit in
the House and a career reservist, John effec-
tively applied this valuable insight to his work
in Congress. As the Chairman of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense, he
worked tirelessly for the benefit of the nation’s
troops and their families. For his political cour-
age in speaking out against the Iraq war, and
his dedication to principled public service,
John was awarded the 2006 John F. Kennedy
Profile in Courage Award.

Congressman Murtha has earned a well-de-
served place in history as a patriot, war hero
and statesman. The nation will miss his dedi-
cation and vast experience in lawmaking, and
we will miss him as a dear friend and gen-
erous mentor.

| express my condolences to John’s wife
Joyce and their three children, and | urge ev-
eryone to honor and remember our colleague,
John Murtha.

——
HONORING ORLANDO CITY COM-
MISSIONER  DAISY  WILLIAMS
LYNUM
HON. ALAN GRAYSON
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 26, 2010

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Orlando City Commissioner
Daisy Lynum for her life-long civic and com-
munity involvement. Commissioner Lynum
was born in Leesburg, Florida, a small town
45 miles northwest of Orlando, and was elect-
ed to the Orlando City Council on April 14,
1998. Commissioner Lynum’s contributions to
our Central Florida community have had a tre-
mendous positive impact.

After graduating from Carver Heights High
School in 1964, Ms. Lynum earned an under-
graduate degree in Sociology at Bethune-
Cookman College, and a graduate degree in
clinical Social Work (MSW) from Florida State
University. As a Rockefeller Foundation Schol-
ar, her post-baccalaureate studies were com-
pleted at Haverford and Bryn Mawr colleges in
Pennsylvania, and her teaching certification
was completed at the University of Central
Florida. In 2000, Commissioner Lynum com-
pleted the John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment Program for Executives at Harvard Uni-
versity. Florida Metropolitan University award-
ed Commissioner Lynum the Honorary Doc-
torate of Humane Letters in May 2005.

After more than 30 years of employment,
first as a 5th grade teacher, followed by a ca-
reer as a social worker and administrator for
the Department of Health & Rehabilitative
Services, and a Special Services Social Work-
er for Orange County Public Schools, Com-
missioner Lynum retired in 2002. Simulta-
neously, her years of community and civic in-
volvement have included: Metro Orlando
Urban League Board; UCF-MSW School of
Social Work Advisory Board; National Black
Social Workers Association; Orlando Science
Center’s Diversity Committee; USTA Diversity
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