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Mawr, Pennsylvania. Following graduation,
Joe was employed by Mobil Oil Corporation
for eleven years. During his employment with
Mobil he held a number of management posi-
tions in various locations in the United States,
including Los Angeles, Seattle, New York City
and Sacramento.

In 1976, Joe and his family relocated to
South Orange County where he opened a
successful State Farm Insurance Agency in
San Clemente. After operating his agency for
ten years, Joe accepted a management posi-
tion with the company. During the last decade
of his career, Joe held an executive level as-
signment with responsibility for all agency op-
erations in South Orange County. He retired in
2005 after 29 loyal years with the firm.

Joe’s community activities include: past
board member and President of the San
Clemente Chamber of Commerce, the South
Coast Area Boys & Girls Club and Mary
Erickson Community Housing. He served on
the San Clemente Growth Management, Eco-
nomic Development and General Plan Review
Committees. He chaired the Casa Romantica
Feasibility Study, and co-chaired the Down-
town Visioning Committee. Due to his many
years of service, Joe was named the 1993
San Clemente Citizen of the Year.

Joe was first elected to the San Clemente
City Council in 1990, where he served two
terms and then stepped down in 1998. In
2002, at the urging of members of the commu-
nity, Joe ran and was elected to a third term.
He was re-elected in November 2006 for a
fourth term. Joe served as Mayor in 1992,
2005 and 2008.

Joe serves as San Clemente’s Trustee to
the Orange County Vector Control Agency,
and represents San Clemente on the board of
the California Joint Powers Insurance Author-
ity. He also serves on the City’s Investment
Advisory Board, and is board alternate to the
Transportation Corridor Agencies. During 2005
and 2006, he chaired the Communications
and Outreach Committee of the Orange Coun-
ty Division, League of California Cities for the
renewal of Measure M. In November, 2006,
Measure M passed with a 69.6% yes vote.

Joe and his wife of 45 years, Mary Anna,
are the proud parents of three married sons.
John, a Lieutenant Colonel in the United
States Marine Corps; Charles, an Estimating
Manager for a large electrical contractor; and
Robert, an entrepreneur. The Anderson’s have
five beautiful grandchildren.

Joe Anderson’s tireless passion for commu-
nity service has contributed immensely to the
betterment of the community of San Clemente,
California. | am proud to call Joe a fellow com-
munity member, American and friend. | know
that many community members are grateful
for his service and salute him as he receives
the San Clemente Chamber of Commerce
Outstanding Lifetime Achievement Award.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE SONDGEROTH’S
67TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a special couple from Mendota,
lllinois, Lester and Mary Rita Sondgeroth, on
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the celebration of their sixty-seventh wedding
anniversary. The love and dedication required
through 67 years of marriage is a shining ex-
ample of what a bond as strong as theirs can
achieve, and | commend them on all those
special years together. This is truly a signifi-
cant milestone and one that only a very few
are fortunate enough to celebrate in their life-
time.

Lester and Mary Rita Sondgeroth were
united in marriage on February 10, 1943 at
the Holy Cross Church in Mendota where the
couple has made their home to this day.
Throughout the years, the Sondgeroths were
blessed with five children—the late Dean
Sondgeroth, the late Dianna Neisess, Debra
Peters, Dru Sondgeroth, and Denise Burnette.
They now have the pleasure of spending time
with their five grandchildren—Scott Peters,
Adam Peters, Brandon Burnette, Austin
Burnette, and lastly Ryan Peters who | am
proud to say is an outstanding member of my
District Office staff in Vista, California.

A 67th wedding anniversary reminds us that
marriage is not an instant achievement but a
covenant that requires love, patience, and re-
spect. Lester and Mary Rita Sondgeroth have
perfected this commitment to each other and
are truly blessed to have a strong marriage,
their family, and a lifetime of memories. As
they live each day by their wedding vows, they
continue to inspire all who are fortunate to
know them.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Lester and Mary Rita
Sondgeroth on this momentous occasion and
sending our best wishes for many more years
of love and happiness.

————

IN HONOR OF HIS EMINENCE
CARDINAL JOSIP BOZANIC

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, please
join me in honor and recognition of Cardinal
Josip Bozanic, Croatian Cardinal of the
Roman Catholic Church, upon his visit to the
American-Croatian Lodge, Inc. of Cleveland,
Ohio. The Croatian Lodge of Cleveland is a vi-
brant cultural center where the history and tra-
ditions of Croatia have been promoted and
preserved for twenty-five years.

Cardinal Bozanic was born and raised in
Rijecka, Yugoslavia (now Croatia). His par-
ents, lvan Bozani¢ and Dinka Vlakovic, taught
him the values of hard work, faith and service
to others. On June 29th, 1975, Cardinal
Bozani¢ was ordained to the priesthood, by
Bishop Karmelo Zazinovic. He served as a
parish priest for several years before going to
Rome where he earned a licentiate in dog-
matic theology from the Pontifical Gregorian
University, and then a licentiate in canon law
from the Pontifical Lateran University.

Cardinal Bozani¢ returned to Yugoslavia,
where he served as chancellor and then vicar
general of the Diocese of Krk. From 1988 to
1997, he taught dogmatic theology and canon
law at the Theological Institute of Rijeka. On
May 10, 1989, Cardinal Bozani¢c was ap-
pointed Coadjutor Bishop of Krk by Pope John
Paul Il. On October 21, 2003, Pope John Paul
Il appointed him as Cardinal Priest of San
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Girolamo dei Croati. Cardinal Bozani¢ was a
member of the Cardinal Electors of the 2005
Papal Conclave that selected Pope Benedict
XVI.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and recognition of His Eminence,
Cardinal Josip Bozani¢, whose journey to
Cleveland, Ohio to commemorate the 25th An-
niversary of the American-Croatian Lodge, Inc.
is greatly appreciated by all residents of North-
east Ohio.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF “THE SIMPSONS”’

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge the anniversary of an impor-
tant milestone in our shared cultural history.

December 17, 2009 marked the 20th anni-
versary of the debut episode of “The Simp-
sons.” The Fox Broadcasting Company, which
airs the show, spent the entirety of 2009 com-
memorating this milestone, and ended the
celebration on January 10, 2010 with an hour-
long special.

In 1989, Fox took a chance and gave “The
Simpsons” creator Matt Groening an oppor-
tunity to produce a half-hour primetime ani-
mated show for the network.

Since then, the program has become world
renowned. It has been honored with 25
Primetime Emmy awards, a Peabody award,
and was named the 20th century’s best tele-
vision series by Time Magazine.

It holds the distinction of being the longest
running American animated program, the long-
est running American sitcom, and the longest
running American primetime television pro-
gram. In 2007, a feature-length film entitled
“The Simpsons Movie” was released to world-
wide box office success.

While the show is renowned for its cultural
references, it has achieved a cultural iconic
status in its own right. A testament to this is
the addition of “Doh,” a frequently used excla-
mation of the show’s lead character Homer
Simpson, to the Oxford English Dictionary in
2001.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate “The Simp-
sons” on its milestone, and | thank creators
Matt Groening, James L. Brooks and Al Jean
for the many years of laughs and the many
more to come.

———

MEDIA IMAGES THAT DETRIMEN-
TALLY AFFECT MANY GIRLS’
SELF-ESTEEM

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to address an
issue that many girls struggle with well into
adulthood: media images that detrimentally af-
fect their self-esteem.

We all know how important it is to help raise
our young women to become able, self-con-
fident people, for their own sake and for the
benefit of our society.
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We have about 30 million girls under the
age of 20 living in the United States. Thirty
million wonderful and beautiful people, full of
creativity, energy and dreams. Yet these girls
face a struggle with unrealistic beauty and
body image standards.

Findings from a recent survey conducted by
the Girl Scout Research Institute show that 90
percent of girls feel pressure from the media
to have an ideal body type. Ninety percent. As
a result, their self-esteem, their body image,
and their psychological and physical health
are damaged when they do not measure up to
these unrealistic beauty standards.

We must elevate girls’ voices and concerns.
Our daughters and granddaughters need to
see more girl-positive media, more natural and
real female role models instead of touched-up,
airbrushed models.

The Girl Scouts of America on February 10,
2010—the eve of fashion week—hosted an
event in New York City promoting messages
that feature girls and women who have
healthy, diverse body images and participate
in respectful and healthy relationships. | com-
mend the Girl Scouts for the important work
they do in creating a healthy environment for
young girls and women.

Our support on this issue will help support
girls’ physical, emotional, and social health.
Let us join the Girl Scouts in empowering girls
to live healthy lives and become tomorrow’s

leaders with courage, confidence, and
character.
——
OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is
$12,401,781,166,870.02.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $1,763,355,420,576.20 so far this Con-
gress.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

———————

HONORING DR. MARY J.
CLINKSCALE

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
join my colleagues in recognition of Black His-
tory Month, a time when we remember the im-
portant contributions African Americans have
made to our nation. | especially want to honor
some extraordinary people who continue to
help shape my community of Omaha. | have
the privilege of representing thousands of suc-
cessful and talented African Americans, and
today | would like to pay special tribute to Dr.
Mary J. Clinkscale.

“Dr. C,” as she is commonly referred to, is
the administrator of the Greater Beth-El Tem-
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ple where she has planned, produced and di-
rected more than 250 theatrical productions
and presentations, including a performance to
prelude the Tuskegee Airmen receiving their
Congressional Gold Medal. Her work led to
the formation of the Growing and Building To-
gether (GBT) Academy of the Arts, which has
been successful in introducing young people
and adults to careers in arts and education.
She is also the administrator of the GBT Chil-
dren’s Academy, which provides a unique
learning environment with a diverse curriculum
that allows parents, teachers and children to
work and grow together. Dr. C has earned
several community-awarded honors for her
outstanding work.

Thank you, Dr. Mary J. Clinkscale, for your
commitment to making Omaha a much better
place. Your work has made a difference to our
community, especially children and young
people.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ASSOCI-
ATED FOOD AND PETROLEUM
DEALERS ON CELEBRATING ITS
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me today in celebrating the
100th anniversary of the Associated Food and
Petroleum Dealers (AFPD). As a Member of
Congress, it is both my honor and privilege to
recognize the AFPD on achieving this most
impressive milestone.

Since its founding in 1910, the AFPD has
acted as a strong advocate for the food, bev-
erage and petroleum industries in the State of
Michigan. Based in my district, in the city of
Farmington Hills, the AFPD currently rep-
resents 3900 retailers in the States of Michi-
gan and Ohio. The AFPD boasts a diverse
membership ranging from independent super-
markets, convenience stores, service stations
and auto repair businesses to the wholesalers,
distributors, and manufacturers who support
them. Many of the small businesses which the
AFPD supports are important economic and
philanthropic pillars within our shared commu-
nities.

Going beyond advocacy for its respective in-
dustries, the AFPD established the AFPD
Foundation in 1999 to support the philan-
thropic work of its members in the commu-
nities which it serves. To date, the AFPD
Foundation has awarded over $300,000 in
academic scholarships to extraordinary and
deserving students in the States of Michigan
and Ohio who are attending accredited higher
learning institutions. The AFPD Foundation
also partners with the Salvation Army during
the holidays to promote its Red Kettle pro-
gram, which allows the Salvation Army to pro-
vide food, toys, and clothing to families in
need.

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to recog-
nize the Associated Food and Petroleum Deal-
ers on the occasion of celebrating its 100th
anniversary. The philanthropic work of the
AFPD Foundation has enriched the lives of
many within the communities its members
serve. The celebration of the AFPD’s 100th
anniversary is indeed an impressive milestone
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and | wish it and its members many, many
more successful and productive years to
come.

HONORING ULYSSES CURRY, M.D.

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend and congratulate Ulysses
Curry, M.D. upon being honored with the
“Trail Blazers Award” by the African American
Museum. Dr. Curry will be honored at the Afri-
can American History Month Celebration and
Banquet on Saturday, February 6th, 2010 in
Fresno, California.

Dr. Ulysses “U.S.” Curry was born the sev-
enth of eight children to Reverend Dr. Milton
K. Curry Sr. and Lena Easter Curry in Fort
Worth, Texas. Dr. Curry attended the Univer-
sity of Kansas.

Before completing his education, Dr. Curry
joined the United States Army. He served in
the Medical Corps during World War Il from
1943 through 1946. Upon his Army discharge,
Dr. Curry continued his education by attending
Howard University and the University of Kan-
sas in Lawrence. Finally, Dr. Curry completed
his medical degree in 1952 from Meharry
Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee. He
completed his medical internships in Raleigh,
North Carolina, Fresno, California and Denver,
Colorado.

In 1954, Dr. Curry married Mary Roper. Two
years after they married, Dr. and Mrs. Curry,
along with their three week old son, moved to
Fresno, California and Dr. Curry started his
practice. Dr. Curry had served the Fresno
area as a practicing physician for fifty years
when he retired in 2006.

Outside of his practice, Dr. Curry was active
in city, state and national medical organiza-
tions. He served as a Fellow of the American
Academy of Family Physicians and Diplomate
American Board, Family Practice. Dr. Curry
continues to be an active member of the Sec-
ond Baptist Church of Fresno and in various
community activities. Dr. Curry is heavily in-
volved with Fresno’s commitment to the
United Negro College Fund, believing in the
cause that “A mind is a terrible thing to
waste.”

Dr. and Mrs. Curry have five children, all of
which have obtained Bachelors Degrees from
four year universities. They also have four
grandchildren; three are currently in college
and one in high school.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend
and congratulate Dr. Ulysses Curry upon
being honored with the “Trail Blazers Award.”
| invite my colleagues to join me in wishing Dr.
Curry many years of continued success.

———
IN HONOR OF THE 25TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE AMERICAN-CRO-
ATIAN LODGE, INC.

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 25, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the members of the
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