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stucco factory worker, and his mother took 
care of George along with his 2 brothers and 
1 sister. To help support the family, George 
and his brothers and sister took odd jobs, 
such as picking fruit, and loading and unload-
ing produce. 

Mr. Rios graduated from high school in 
1969, and then went to college at San Jose 
State University and graduated in 1974. He 
graduated from University of California’s Davis 
King Hall School of Law in 1977. 

After completing his legal studies, George 
worked at San Jose Legal Aid helping indigent 
clients with civil legal issues. After two and a 
half years at Legal Aid, George was hired at 
the Office of the San Jose City Attorney. He 
began work in January of 1980 under then- 
City Attorney Bob Logan. After only five years, 
he was promoted to the position of Assistant 
City Attorney. George has handled complex 
lawsuits for the City including arguing numer-
ous cases in State and Federal courts. He has 
argued 2 cases before the California Supreme 
Court and assisted in arguing one case before 
the United States Supreme Court. 

George has served on the Mayors’ Gang 
Prevention Task Force and the Task Force to 
implement Fast Track rules in Superior Court. 
He has been active in the Bar, served as a 
pro tem judge, a trustee for the Santa Clara 
County Bar Association, and as a member of 
the La Raza Lawyers Association. He has also 
served on the Board of Directors of the Alma-
den Valley Counseling Center, and as a mem-
ber of the California Council for Criminal Jus-
tice and the Legal Advocacy Committee of the 
League of California Cities. 

George is a tremendous role model and is 
a valued member of the San Jose community. 
I wish him, his wife and three sons the very 
best as he enjoys his retirement. 
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H.R. 4264 THE EQUALITY FOR 
WOMEN FARMERS ACT 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of and very proud to cosponsor the 
Equality for Women Farmers Act, introduced 
by Congresswoman DELAURO. 

I thank Congresswoman DELAURO for her 
leadership on behalf of women farmers. After 
being presented with the facts about the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s history of discrimi-
nation toward women farmers, Congress-
woman DELAURO became their champion and 
crafted H.R. 4264, the Equality for Women 
Farmers Act. 

Like Congresswoman DELAURO, I’m proud 
of the important role women farmers have 
played in the development of our nation’s food 
system, but I was shocked to learn about the 
discrimination that many women farmers have 
been subjected to by the USDA. 

In December, Congresswoman DELAURO 
and I listened to six extraordinary women 
farmers who shared their stories about dis-
crimination from the USDA. This discrimination 
has come in many forms including denied ac-
cess to even an application form. 

More than 1,900 women farmers across the 
U.S. have detailed the discrimination they suf-
fered in seeking farm loans and assistance 

from the USDA and how such actions have 
seriously disadvantaged them. 

The discrimination cost some of the women 
farmers their livelihoods and discouraged fu-
ture generations of women farmers from con-
sidering this an honorable profession. 

I applaud the USDA and the Obama admin-
istration for reaching an agreement with black 
farmers over racial discrimination, however, 
we can not forget about the other groups that 
have faced discrimination at the USDA, includ-
ing women farmers. 

The Equality for Women Farmers Act 
changes USDA policy to provide a procedure 
for compensating women farmers who have 
suffered years of gender discrimination from 
the USDA. This legislation will establish a 
compensation fund for women farmers and set 
up a process to review and adjudicate their 
claims. 

I support the Equality for Women Farmers 
Act because I believe strongly that all farmers, 
regardless of gender, should be given the op-
portunity to succeed. I urge my colleagues to 
support this important legislation. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF LANCE CORPORAL JOSHUA H. 
BIRCHFIELD 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Madam Speak-
er, today, I rise to solemnly honor Lance Cor-
poral Joshua Birchfield for his dedication and 
service to the United States of America. LCpl 
Birchfield, a 24-year-old member of the Marine 
Corps, was killed on February 19, 2010 by 
small arms fire while conducting combat oper-
ations in Helmand Province during his first 
tour of duty to Afghanistan. Joshua risked ev-
erything to serve his country, and for that we 
are eternally grateful. 

Joshua graduated from Westville High 
School in 2004 and enlisted in the Marine 
Corps on April 18, 2008. He joined the Ma-
rines after seeing a TV news segment focused 
on the hardships military families endure when 
they are separated, especially during the holi-
days. He was deeply inspired by those who 
dedicated their lives in the service of others, 
and he wanted to share the burden they were 
carrying on behalf of our nation. LCpl 
Birchfield was stationed in Helmand Province 
as a rifleman with the 3rd Battalion, 4th Ma-
rine Regiment, I Marine Expeditionary Force 
based in Twentynine Palms, California. For his 
service and support in Operation Enduring 
Freedom, he has been awarded multiple mili-
tary awards including the Purple Heart, Com-
bat Action Ribbon, National Defense Medal, 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, Sea Service Deploy-
ment Ribbon and the NATO Medal. 

A baseball enthusiast, Joshua was a hero to 
many in the Westville community and will be 
remembered as the selfless and compas-
sionate human being he was. Joshua is sur-
vived by both his parents and sisters, ex-
tended family and many friends. 

It is my solemn duty, and humble privilege, 
to honor and remember Lance Cpl. Joshua H. 
Birchfield and a life cut tragically short. Joshua 
stands as a testament to the great honor pos-

sessed, and sacrifices made, by our men and 
women in the armed forces, and their families. 
We were all blessed by his presence and we 
are all diminished by his passing. I, and the 
grateful citizens of Indiana’s Second District 
are deeply saddened by his loss, especially 
for his family, our community and our country. 
We mourn his passing and offer solemn grati-
tude for his service. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE FARM-
INGTON/FARMINGTON HILLS 
FOUNDATION FOR YOUTH AND 
FAMILIES ON CELEBRATING ITS 
15TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 

Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating the 15th 
anniversary of the Farmington/Farmington Hills 
Foundation for Youth and Families. As a 
Member of Congress, it is both my honor and 
privilege to recognize this important milestone 
and pay tribute to this outstanding organiza-
tion. 

The Foundation was created in 1995 with 
the focus of assisting youth through supporting 
after-school programs. Over the Foundation’s 
15 years it has awarded almost $500,000 to 
37 different non-profit groups. The Foundation 
has since grown and expanded its focus to 
support a wide-range of community based pro-
grams which work to enrich the lives of Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills residents. Each 
year the Foundation holds an annual gala to 
highlight the work of programs it has sup-
ported, as well as raise support and aware-
ness for future projects. At its 2009 gala, the 
Foundation introduced its ‘‘Bountiful Back-
pack’’ program, which arose out of the need to 
ensure that the substantial number of children 
who are on free and reduced lunch in our 
schools continue to have those same healthy 
nutritional options outside of school. 

This year the Foundation honors George 
and Delores Riley, whose philanthropic work 
has left a profound positive impact on the 
communities and citizens of Farmington and 
Farmington Hills. After nearly 30 years of run-
ning a highly successful communications busi-
ness, in 1998 George Riley sold his company 
and started the Riley Foundation. According to 
Mr. Riley, he started the foundation to ‘‘really 
help children.’’ Mr. Riley’s vision and commit-
ment continues today with the Rileys’ children. 

The Riley Foundation’s latest major project 
created a park in downtown Farmington which 
has been a haven for children and their fami-
lies in the Farmington area. Beyond local 
projects, the Riley Foundation has done ex-
traordinary work for the less fortunate world- 
wide and has recently partnered with public 
television to develop a new broadcast center 
for the Metro-Detroit market. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored today to rec-
ognize the Farmington/Farmington Hills Foun-
dation for Youth and Families on the occasion 
of its 15th anniversary and wish them many 
more years of continued success in creating a 
stronger Farmington/Farmington Hills commu-
nity through its support of projects which en-
rich the lives of area residents. 
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HONORING FRANK HAYES 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, today it is my 
privilege to rise during Black History Month, a 
time when we remember the important con-
tributions African Americans have made to our 
nation. I want to especially honor the extraor-
dinary people who continue to help shape my 
community and our great nation. I represent 
thousands of successful and talented African 
Americans in the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Nebraska. Today I would like to pay 
special tribute to Frank Hayes. 

Mr. Hayes is a CPA in Omaha. He was the 
first African American in the state of Nebraska 
to receive his license to practice public ac-
countancy. He owns his own business, dealing 
with individual and corporate tax. He began 
his business in 1983 and now has more than 
20 employees serving more than 100 clients in 
15 states. He is also a founding member and 
was the first president of the 100 Black Men 
organization, which is dedicated to improving 
the lives of youth. He has worked tirelessly to 
help minorities start their own businesses and 
is currently the executive vice president for fi-
nance for the 100 Black Men of America Na-
tional Board of Directors. In 2009, Mr. Hayes 
was inducted into the Omaha Business Hall of 
Fame and the Omaha Technical High School 
Hall of Fame for outstanding accomplishments 
in business and community service. 

Thank you Frank Hayes for everything you 
have done in your long and distinguished ca-
reer, making a difference in the lives of thou-
sands of people, especially our young people. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE TWEN-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MCLEAN COUNTY COMMUNITY 
COMPACT 

HON. DEBORAH L. HALVORSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize the 20th Anniversary of the 
McLean County Community COMPACT (Col-
laborating on Meaningful Partnerships and Ca-
reers for Tomorrow). The COMPACT, through 
a coalition of business, education, community, 
and government volunteers, offers support to 
school-aged youth in McLean County, Illinois. 
The COMPACT helps youth become self-suffi-
cient, contributing citizens, through an effec-
tive transition from formal schooling to the 
world of work. 

The COMPACT offers a variety of sup-
portive special programs and services for stu-
dents, teachers, and educational entities 
through a collaborative effort among business 
and community leaders. The COMPACT pro-
motes active exchange of resources among 
businesses and educational entities, including 
the participation of students in research 
projects. 

The McLean County Community COMPACT 
was born in 1989 when a small group of local 
leaders met to address the high school drop-
out rate and the number of children in McLean 

County living in poverty. From these leaders 
came invitations to colleagues to join the effort 
and a volunteer organization named the COM-
PACT was born. Since 1990, thousands of 
students have participated in the COMPACT’s 
projects and from those projects created 
awareness, motivation, and direction for many 
young people. 

In November of 1994, the COMPACT en-
tered into a partnership with the University of 
Illinois Extension in McLean County. The orga-
nization continued to move forward, hiring an 
executive director who coordinates among the 
COMPACT’s 250 members. In its 20th year, 
the COMPACT focuses on 8 project areas in-
cluding the original Sixth Grade Business Edu-
cation Partnerships, Principal for a Day, and 
Career Preparation Realities. It also serves at- 
risk youth through Achieving Competence in 
Education and brings technology to homes of 
students without it through the Clearinghouse 
Project. More recently, the COMPACT has de-
veloped youth leadership activities through 
Teens in Prevention and YouthLEADS, offer-
ing opportunities for youth to help their peers 
find the correct path. 

I would like to commend the McLean Coun-
ty Community COMPACT staff, volunteers and 
board of directors for their commitment and in-
novative collaborative efforts in preparing the 
youth of McLean County for the world of work. 
I wish them many more years of continued 
success. 

f 

HONORING THE HEROIC ACTIONS 
OF SERGEANT JOSEPH 
MATTEONI AND FIREFIGHTERS 
GARY DUNNE AND JEFF JOHN-
STON DURING THE 309 MILL 
STREET APARTMENT FIRE OF 
AUGUST 30, 2009 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the heroic actions of Ser-
geant Joseph Matteoni of the Grass Valley 
Police Department and Firefighters Gary 
Dunne and Jeff Johnston of the Grass Valley 
Fire Department, Engine 1, during the 309 Mill 
Street Apartment Fire. 

On the morning of August 30, 2009, fire and 
police units were dispatched to an apartment 
building fire at 309 Mill Street in Grass Valley, 
California. Upon arriving at the scene of the 
fire, responders were informed by local citi-
zens that residents were trapped inside the 
building. 

Sergeant Matteoni heard faint cries for help 
emanating from the backside of the second 
story of the building. Without hesitation, and 
disregarding his own personal safety, Ser-
geant Matteoni rushed into the smoke-filled 
building. Battling extreme heat and smoke, 
Sergeant Matteoni carried a woman out of the 
building and with the assistance of Officer Dan 
Kimbrough, moved her to safety. 

Meanwhile, Firefighters Dunne and John-
ston entered from the front of the building. 
Forced to crawl on their bellies because of the 
thick smoke and extreme heat, the firefighters 
pushed through the burning building toward 
cries for help, finding a second woman stand-
ing disoriented in the hallway. As they ap-

proached, the woman retreated further into her 
smoke-filled apartment where she collapsed. 
Pushing into the apartment, Firefighters Dunne 
and Johnston carried the woman out of the 
building and to safety. 

The brave actions of Sergeant Joseph 
Matteoni and Firefighters Gary Dunne and Jeff 
Johnston are a testament to the finest tradi-
tions of the Grass Valley Police and Fire De-
partments. It is my honor to recognize and 
thank them for their commitment to going well 
above and beyond the call of duty in service 
to our community. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF KFUO 99.1 FM 
‘‘CLASSIC99’’ 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I stand today 
on behalf of my constituents and with my 
friend and colleague Congressman JOHN 
SHIMKUS to raise further concern about the 
pending sale and format change of Classic99. 
As St. Louis’s only classical radio station, 
Classic99 is a true asset to our city. 

As Congressman SHIMKUS noted, the sale of 
KFUO 99.1 FM by the Lutheran Church—Mis-
souri Synod is currently under review by both 
the Media Bureau and the FCC. While we cer-
tainly do not wish to exact undue influence on 
either of these agencies, our constituents have 
made clear to us their concerns, and we agree 
that this loss will be a blow to the wealth of 
our region’s culture and economy. We hope 
that these negative impacts will be considered 
while reviewing this sale. 

We have seen that losing the arts can 
wreak havoc on a community, and the Metro 
East region will be no different. If Classic99 is 
converted to a different music format, the cul-
tural and economic consequences will be dis-
mal. The world-renowned St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra will lose airtime and its chief adver-
tising venue, forcing gifted musicians and staff 
to suffer even more pay cuts and freezes. 
Losing Classic99 will result in a cultural deficit 
as well. 94% of readers polled by the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch feel that the loss of Classic99 
‘‘takes away a vital voice for the arts in this 
community,’’ and will detrimentally affect their 
ability to support local artists. 

Arts education organizations throughout my 
district, like the Opera Theater of St. Louis, 
the St. Louis Art Museum, and the Touhill Per-
forming Arts Center, will lose their only major 
arena for audience-building, live broadcasts, 
and fund-raising. The loss of revenue will 
hinder arts and music education in the district, 
further impairing opportunities for our young 
people to be enriched through the arts. We 
know that arts education gives youths self- 
confidence and increases academic achieve-
ment. We simply cannot afford to sacrifice 
these opportunities, and I am deeply troubled 
by the idea that more educational outlets for 
our children will be put in jeopardy by this 
move. 

I firmly agree with my colleague that the 
negative impact these cultural and economic 
changes will have on the local community 
should play a role in determining the sale of 
99.1. 
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