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Successfully assisted many local Veterans 

in receiving long over due combat medals 
such as medals from World War 2 for a 
Mahopac veteran and several Purple Heart re-
cipients. 

Awarded the prestigious Air Medal to former 
flight crewmembers of the 336th Medical De-
tachment, and Army Reserve Helicopter Am-
bulance unit in a ceremony at Stewart Airport. 
The 60 men and women of the 336th Medical 
Detachment, trained as Medevac pilots, heli-
copter crew chiefs and medics, evacuated sick 
and wounded soldiers from the battlefield. Due 
to adverse field conditions and administrative 
oversight, the unit’s flight crews did not re-
ceive their Air Medals until my office inter-
vened on their behalf. 

Social Security: Assistance was provided to 
constituents such as explaining eligibility for 
disability benefits; facilitating communication 
between beneficiaries and local SSA offices; 
assisting in setting up payment schedules for 
overpayments to beneficiaries’ accounts; rein-
statement of disability benefits that were incor-
rectly stopped; expediting appeal hearings, ex-
pediting the processing of retroactive checks 
in favorable disability cases that included 
amounts in excess of $100,000; removal of 
overpayments that were mistakenly put onto 
beneficiaries’ records; and assisting with the 
appeal of an overpayment waiver request. 

For example— 
Expedited a Social Security appeals hearing 

for a constituent who suffered major spinal in-
juries, was unable to work and facing bank-
ruptcy. The case was found fully favorable to 
the constituent. 

Expedited a retroactive payment in a Social 
Security disability case for $79,000. 

Helped get a Social Security disability ap-
peals hearing for a woman suffering from a 
tick-borne illness similar to Lyme’s Disease. 
The appeal was expedited and she was 
awarded more than $1,800 in monthly benefits 
and more than $65,000 in retroactive benefits, 
and found eligible for Medicare. 

Medicare: Facilitated reimbursement for Du-
rable Medical Equipment and other services. 

Helped remove surcharge on Part B, pre-
mium and processing of retroactive payment. 

Internal Revenue Service: Expedited proc-
essing of refund and economic stimulus pay-
ments. 

Helped change filing status for taxpayer. 
Department of Labor: Challenged denial of 

prescription coverage for a drug that was in a 
beneficiary’s plan. 

Assisted in having overpaid monthly 
COBRA premium credited toward future 
monthly premiums. 

Assisted with having COBRA premium re-
duction applied to several beneficiaries who 
did not initially receive it. 

Federal Trade Commission: Worked with 
constituents and relevant credit agencies to fix 
mistakes on credit reports. 

Visiting Washington DC: When constituents, 
school groups, and local organizations visit 
Washington DC, my office helps arrange 
tours, and can help with other aspects of the 
visits. I make every effort to personally greet 
local visitors. In 2009 my office arranged and 
gave over 700 tours of the Capitol to local 
families, school classes, and other visitors 
from the 19th Congressional District. The of-
fice also assisted with information including 
assistance in arranging for tours of other sig-
nificant sites in Washington. 

Service Academy Nominations: Each year 
my Congressional office submits nominations 
of local students to our nation’s military serv-
ice academies including the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point (USMA), Naval 
(USNA), Air Force (USAFA), and Merchant 
Marine (USMMA) Academies. I consider it a 
great honor to be able to nominate top local 
students who will become the next generation 
of military leaders. During my two terms in of-
fice, I was proud to serve on the U.S. Military 
Academy’s Board of Visitors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, on December 
21, 2010, I missed rollcall vote numbers 657, 
658, 659, 660, 661, 662, and 663. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
657, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 658, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
659, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 660, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
661, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 662, and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
663. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, on De-
cember 21, 2010, I was unable to be present 
for all rollcall votes due to a medical necessity. 

If present, I would have voted accordingly 
on the following rollcall votes: roll No. 657— 
‘‘nay’’; roll No. 658—‘‘aye’’; roll No. 659— 
‘‘nay’’; roll No. 660—‘‘nay’’; roll No. 661— 
‘‘nay’’; roll No. 662—‘‘nay’’; roll No. 663— 
‘‘aye’’. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, I was unable to attend to several 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall Nos. 657, 658, 659, 660, 661, 
662 and 663. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEAN HELLER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

Mr. HELLER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 660, I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted, ‘‘no.’’ 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE W. 
MCCULLOUGH III 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to call to your attention the story of an out-
standing individual, Mr. George W. 
McCullough, III, who will visit New Jersey’s 8th 
District on Sunday, December 12, 2010, for he 
is a great example of service to our Nation 
and communities. 

It is only fitting that he be honored in this, 
the permanent record of the greatest democ-
racy ever known, for his story is a true embod-
iment of the American Dream. 

George W. McCullough, III serves as Su-
preme Governor of the Loyal Order of Moose 
for 2010–2011. He was elected to this post, 
which also serves as chairman of the Moose 
International Board of Directors, at the 122nd 
International Convention in Nashville in July 
2010. He had previously served as Supreme 
Jr. Governor in 2009–2010, and Supreme 
Prelate during 2008–09. 

He is a Life Member of Charlotte, NC Lodge 
1113, having been sponsored by his father in 
1969. He immediately took an active role, 
serving on all standing and special commit-
tees, and holding all chairs, including Past 
Governor. He stepped in as acting Adminis-
trator for an eight month period. He has been 
an active Ritualist for more than 20 years, and 
has been honored as an International Cham-
pion in Ritual Competition. 

He has served on all the committees and 
chairs of WENOCA Moose Legion 78 and is a 
Past North Moose. He has served the North 
Carolina Moose Association on several District 
committee posts, as District President, and on 
most Association Committees; he is a Past 
President of the Association by Service. He 
was also conferred the honor of Past Presi-
dent by both the Louisiana and Minnesota 
Moose Associations. 

Mr. McCullough served on the International 
Community Service Committee before his ap-
pointment to the Mooseheart Board of Direc-
tors in 1994. A member of the 150 Division of 
the Moose 25 Club, he received the Fellow-
ship Degree of Honor in 1978 and the Pilgrim 
Degree of Merit in 1990. He was awarded the 
Shining Star as International Moose of the 
Year for 1995. 

He is an ordained minister of the Baptist 
Church, and he is a U.S. Army combat vet-
eran with service in Vietnam, holding the 
Bronze Star and the Purple Heart among 
other decorations. He and his wife Sue reside 
in Charlotte, where he owns and operates 
McCullough & Associates Auto Electric. The 
McCulloughs have two daughters, two sons, a 
daughter-in-law and two grandsons. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
the efforts of individuals like Mr. George W. 
McCullough, Ill. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, George’s family and friends, all the 
members of the Loyal Order of Moose, and 
me in recognizing the outstanding contribu-
tions of Mr. George W. McCullough, III to our 
Nation. 
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JENNIFER FRIEDNASH 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and applaud Jennifer 
Friednash for her outstanding service to our 
community. 

Jennifer works full time as a real estate at-
torney, but always finds time to teach her kids 
the value of volunteering through leading by 
example. She has been an active member 
and fundraiser for Project PRIDE, which con-
structed an outdoor classroom alongside Red 
Rocks Amphitheatre. 

Jennifer’s work doesn’t stop there. She is an 
active committee member of the Jefferson 
Economic Council, chair of a committee that 
provides junior NAIOP members an oppor-
tunity to learn about the real estate industry 
from seasoned professionals and has been a 
provisional instructor for the Colorado Associa-
tion of Realtors. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jen-
nifer Friednash for her well deserved recogni-
tion by the West Chamber serving Jefferson 
County. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all her future 
accomplishments. 

f 

IKE SKELTON NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following exchange of letters on H.R. 6523 for 
printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, December 21, 2010. 
Hon. IKE SKELTON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN SKELTON: I am writing to 
you concerning the jurisdictional interest of 
the Committee on Science and Technology 
in H.R. 6523, the Ike Skelton National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011. 

Our committee recognizes the importance 
of H.R. 6523 and the need for the legislation 
to move expeditiously. Therefore, while we 
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over the 
bill, I do not intend to request a sequential 
referral. This, of course, is conditional on 
our mutual understanding that nothing in 
this legislation or my decision to forego a se-
quential referral waives, reduces or other-
wise affects the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology, and that 
a copy of this letter and your response ac-
knowledging our jurisdictional interest will 
be included in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
during consideration of this bill by the 
House. 

Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 
BART GORDON, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERV-
ICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 21, 2010. 
Hon. BART GORDON, 
Chairman, House Committee on Science and 

Technology, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 

letter regarding H.R. 6523, the Ike Skelton 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2011. 1 agree that the Committee on 
Science and Technology has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this 
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to schedule a 
mark-up of this bill in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of this important meas-
ure. I agree that by agreeing to waive consid-
eration of certain provisions of the bill, the 
Committee on Science and Technology is not 
waiving its jurisdictional claims over these 
matters. 

During consideration of this bill on the 
House floor, I will ask that this exchange of 
letters be included in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

Very truly yours, 
IKE SKELTON, 

Chairman. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I was ab-
sent due to personal family matters, but if 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on: 

S. 3481—Amending the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act to clarify Federal responsi-
bility for stormwater pollution. 

S. 372—Whistleblower Protection Enhance-
ment Act. 

Senate Amendment to H.R. 6523—Ike Skel-
ton National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2011. 

f 

STATEMENT OF CONCERN ABOUT 
UNJUST IMPRISONMENT OF 
BAHA’I RELIGIOUS MINORITY IN 
IRAN 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 22, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express both my deep concern and 
the deep concern of some of my constituents 
about the unjust imprisonment of several 
members of a religious minority in Iran. In par-
ticular, I wish to speak of the member of the 
Baha’i faith who have been persecuted and 
imprisoned in Iran. My home district in Chi-
cago has a rich diversity of people from all 
backgrounds and faiths, and I am fortunate to 
have Baha’is as part of this rich diversity. The 
Baha’i faith is a peaceful religion that teaches 
the oneness of humanity and that all forms of 
prejudice should be eliminated. 

Some of you will recall that in 2009 I was 
one of the co-sponsors to House Resolution 
175. That resolution condemned the Govern-
ment of Iran for its state-sponsored persecu-
tion of its Baha’i minority and its continued vio-
lation of the International Covenants on 
Human Rights. H. Res. 175 passed with 407 

‘‘aye’’ votes on October 22, 2009. However, 
some of my constituents have informed me 
that the persecution and suppression of the 
Baha’i faith in Iran persist with no relief in 
sight. 

In 2009 the international press reported that 
seven Baha’I leaders in Iran were unjustly ar-
rested and held in prison without knowing the 
charges for their arrest for approximately 20 
months. 

The unjust prosecution of these seven par-
ticular Baha’is was condemned by inter-
national leaders and drawn into our national 
awareness for a short time. Those seven Ba-
ha’is are real people with families, who con-
tinue to suffer injustice because of their 
peaceful religious beliefs. The more disturbing 
fact is that those seven Baha’i leaders are 
merely the ones that made the headlines. 
There are approximately 48 additional Baha’is 
currently imprisoned in Iran. Approximately 
132 Baha’is have been arrested and released 
on bail to await trial, and another 92 Baha’is 
have been sentenced to imprisonment. In the 
last decade, hundreds of Baha’is have been 
prosecuted and imprisoned for their religious 
beliefs. But that is not the only degradation 
that Baha’is in Iran must face. Baha’is have 
been dismissed from their jobs, expelled from 
universities, and deprived of their property and 
pensions, all because of their religious beliefs. 

Our national consciousness would not be so 
aware of this unjust and unfair treatment if it 
had not been for yet another unjust prosecu-
tion of a young American journalist, Roxana 
Saberi, in 2009. While Roxana shared a pris-
on cell with two of the female Baha’i leaders 
in Evin prison, she was astounded by the tran-
quility of her Baha’i cell mates even as they 
faced harsh conditions and uncertainty about 
their future. Fortunately, Roxana was freed 
from prison and has returned safely to the 
United States; however, those seven Baha’i 
leaders remain in prison and were sentenced 
to 10 years of confinement in one of the most 
dreadful prisons in Iran. 

In short, the Baha’i faith teaches tolerance, 
patience, peace and self-investigation of the 
truth. Yet, Baha’is are singled out and marked 
from persecution and ridicule from the class 
room to the court room and from the lunch 
room to the laboratory. We have our own his-
tory of unjust treatment in this country and the 
grievous and slow healing wounds from such 
pernicious and repugnant conduct can still be 
felt today. However, the freedom of speech 
and the freedom of religion in our great coun-
try have contributed greatly to the healing of 
our society. 

I believe each and every human being has 
a fundamental right to freedom of religion that 
should not be curtailed or circumscribed by 
the coincidence of one’s citizenship in a par-
ticular nation. The freedom in our country to 
choose how to peacefully worship God is 
something many of us take for granted. We 
need only consider the unjust and inhumane 
treatment of Baha’is in Iran to realize that this 
freedom is not available to everyone in the 
world. 

I agree with U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton when she condemned the sentencing 
of the Baha’i leaders and stated that the 
‘‘United States is committed to defending reli-
gious freedom around the world, and we have 
not forgotten the Baha’i community in Iran.’’ 

I speak to you today as a reminder that reli-
gious persecution remains a fact of life in our 
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