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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO IRVIN B. NATHAN
HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express the appreciation of the entire
House of Representatives to Irvin Nathan for
his service and commitment as our General
Counsel.

Since beginning his tenure more than three
years ago—taking his place as the sixth indi-
vidual to serve as House General Counsel—
Mr. Nathan helped assemble and supervise a
highly competent and professional staff. He
successfully and actively maintained the Gen-
eral Counsel's Office as a trusted, non-par-
tisan resource. Through their hard work and
achievements, he and his office have earned
the respect of Members on both sides of the
aisle.

Under Mr. Nathan’s leadership, the General
Counsel's Office provided invaluable assist-
ance and advice to the House and its Mem-
bers, Officers and Committees in connection
with a broad range of legal matters. He de-
fended Members and other House employees
and entities in judicial proceedings at the trial
and appellate levels; responded to deposition,
trial, grand jury and administrative subpoenas;
and advised Members and Committees in con-
nection with their interactions with both private
and other governmental entities.

Many House Committees and Subcommit-
tees, in particular, have come to rely on Mr.
Nathan’s expertise and guidance in connection
with their investigative and oversight activities.

During the past three years, Mr. Nathan has
also played a significant role in safeguarding
the legal and institutional interests of the
House, and in addressing specific challenges
to the House’s interests and prerogatives. In
particular, his work vindicated the House’s
congressional subpoena authority in the land-
mark case of Committee on the Judiciary v.
Miers.

All Members of the House know that Irvin
Nathan will continue his stellar work as Attor-
ney General for the District of Columbia. We
know that the District will benefit from his
counsel, wisdom, and guidance.

On behalf of the House of Representatives,
| express my deepest gratitude and thanks to
Irvin Nathan for his dedication to the House,
and extend our very best wishes to him in the
future.

———————

RECOGNITION OF MIRIAM AND
BERNIE YENKIN FOR AWARD OF
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Miriam and Bernie Yenkin who

have tirelessly devoted their lives to sup-
porting education, culture, history and oppor-
tunity within the Jewish community of central
Ohio.

Miriam and Bernie are the 2010 recipients
of the Columbus Jewish Federation Ben M.
Mandelkorn Award of Distinguished Service in
honor of their 50 years of leadership and dedi-
cation to the Columbus Jewish community.

The Yenkins’ have received numerous
awards and recognitions over the years for
their service to the Jewish community here
and around the world.

As officers and board members of several
local organizations, they are involved in all
facets of promoting and preserving Jewish cul-
ture and history in central Ohio. In addition to
serving as President of the Federation, they
have been involved with the Columbus Jewish
Day School, Columbus Torah Academy,
Agudas Achim, the Jewish Community Center,
The Ohio State University Hillel, Soviet Jewry,
the Jewish Education Service of North Amer-
ica, the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzilya,
United Jewish Communities and the Columbus
Jewish Historical Society.

Members of the Columbus Jewish commu-
nity often credit their own volunteer involve-
ment to Miriam and Bernie’s guidance and en-
couragement.

| ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring Miriam and
Bernie Yenkin for their extraordinary service to
the Jewish community of Columbus.

————

HONORING NORTH ALLEGHENY
HIGH SCHOOL AS PENNSYLVANIA
STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS

HON. JASON ALTMIRE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, it is my
privilege to recognize and congratulate North
Allegheny High School on winning the Penn-
sylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association’s
(PIAA) Class AAAA title. On December 18,
2010, the North Allegheny Tigers defeated the
defending state champions, the LaSalle Col-
lege Explorers, to earn the 2010 championship
title.

LaSalle College of Philadelphia was power-
less against the Tigers’ outstanding running
game, despite the fact that an injury kept star
running back, Alex Papson, on the sideline for
North Allegheny’s win. Before being sidelined
by a dislocated collarbone in the Western
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic League
(WPIAL) Championship, Papson rushed for
more than 2,000 yards this season. He is one
of only six running backs to ever run for over
4,000 career yards in WPIAL history.

During the game, running back Matt
Steinbeck led North Allegheny with 120 rush-
ing yards on 20 carries, including a 27-yard
touchdown run in the second quarter. In total,
North Allegheny rushed for 220 yards on 44

carries, including a rushing touchdown in each
of the first three quarters. With La Salle un-
able to score, the title game at Hershey Park
Stadium ended with a score of 21-0.

It was a remarkable victory for North Alle-
gheny, as they became only the second team
to win the Class AAAA title with a shutout. To
complete the 2010 season, the Tigers finish
up with a 15-1 record, adding a WPIAL and
PIAA championship in Class AAAA to the
North Allegheny trophy case.

| would also like to pay tribute to Coach Art
Walker, Jr. for leading his team to victory dur-
ing the 20th anniversary of North Allegheny’s
first PIAA title. Mr. Walker has been at North
Allegheny for six seasons. Before that, he
spent seven seasons at Central Catholic,
where he also won a PIAA Class AAAA title.

It is with great pride that | recognize the
school district where | live and where my
daughters go to school for its tremendous ac-
complishment. On behalf of my family and the
Fourth District of Pennsylvania, | extend our
congratulations to the North Allegheny Tigers
for earning the title of State Champions.

———

RECOGNITION OF CHARLES
FEESER FOR HIS EXCELLENCE
IN TEACHING AWARD

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Charles Feeser for being selected as
a winner of the first annual Excellence in
Teaching Award. | applaud his extraordinary
service to Benjamin Banneker High School,
the District of Columbia, and to each and
every student that has passed through his
classroom.

Praise and accolades fall short when de-
scribing the difference an inspiring teacher
makes in a young person’s life. Mr. Feeser's
effectiveness comes from his earnest love of
education. His lessons radiate beyond the
classroom, teaching students to aspire to and
achieve at high levels throughout their high
school and college coursework.

Mr. Feeser has his students use nametags
that refer to themselves as “Mr.” and “Ms.” in-
stead of their first names. The practice teach-
es students that there are rituals that tran-
scend the classroom. That awareness gives
students the tools they can use in the larger
public sphere. Mr. Feeser creates a commu-
nity within the classroom. He lectures less,
opting to facilitate discussion among students
instead. More than a teacher, he is a mentor
and partner in the learning process. He takes
his craft seriously, and expects the same from
those who share the classroom with him. It
comes as no surprise that his students con-
sistently win awards, scholarships, and de-
velop a lifelong appreciation for the arts of the-
ater, painting, poetry and prose.

At Benjamin Banneker High School, where
he teaches English, art history, and serves as
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the English Department Chair, Mr. Feeser has
dedicated his time beyond normal school
hours. He is involved in afterschool activities,
serving as the drama club sponsor and orga-
nizing an annual Poetry Out Loud competition
that routinely sends students to prestigious na-
tional competitions. These connections enliven
the school and Mr. Feeser's commitment to
Banneker extends to all students, not just
those enrolled in his classes.

Before coming to the District of Columbia
Public Schools, Mr. Feeser taught humanities
and history at Columbus Alternative High
School in central Ohio. Teaching in two urban
public schools, his ability to identify, develop,
and encourage talent in his students has shat-
tered the stereotypes about public education.
Even though he has spent the last 10 years
teaching in the District of Columbia, Mr.
Feeser is still well remembered in my district
by parents and students who took his courses
at Columbus Alternative High School. It is with
great pride that | rise to honor Charles Feeser
for his excellence as an educator. | look for-
ward to his continued success with the District
of Columbia Schools.

———

INTRODUCTION OF H. RES. 1777, A
RESOLUTION RAISING AWARE-
NESS OF SCHOOL PUSHOUT AND
PROMOTING DIGNITY IN
SCHOOLS

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in proud support of H.
Res. 1777, a resolution raising awareness of
school pushout and promoting dignity in
schools.

| want to start by thanking my colleagues
Representatives BOBBY ScCOTT and DANNY
DAvis for partnering with me on this effort and
for their long and esteemed records of stand-
ing up for children and civil rights.

| also want to thank the parents, teachers,
students, school administrators, advocates
and academics from across Connecticut
whose expertise and input were essential in
drafting this resolution.

We are introducing this resolution for the
millions of students who are pushed out of
school each year at the hands of harsh and
exclusionary zero-tolerance school discipline
policies.

We are introducing it for the 14-year boy
with Aspergers syndrome from Richardson,
Texas who was given a $364 police citation
for swearing in class.

We are introducing it for the six-year-old
student of Newark, Delaware who was so ex-
cited about joining the Cub Scouts that he
brought his camping utensil to school. Be-
cause it had a small knife, he was suspended
and referred to an alternative school for 5
days.

And we are introducing the resolution for the
16-year-old of New York City who broke
school policy by using a cell phone. He was
subsequently detained and beaten by school
police officers, rushed to the emergency room,
and, outrageously, charged with disorderly
conduct. Fortunately for the boy and his fam-
ily, those charges were later dropped.
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Madam Speaker, unfortunately, those sto-
ries are not random acts of irresponsible
school administration. They are representative
of a growing trend.

Now, before | go any further, it is important
to recognize that there are many cases where
the removal of a student from school is abso-
lutely necessary. When a student poses a real
safety threat to teachers or his or her fellow
students, suspension or expulsion is war-
ranted.

Yet too often, kids in this country are being
excluded from school at a growing rate for un-
justifiable reasons.

According to the Department of Education,
over 3 million students are suspended and
over 100,000 are expelled from school each
year often, for minor offenses. Hundreds of
others are arrested or sent to alternative
schools for incidents historically dealt with
within school walls.

Disturbingly, African American, Hispanic and
disabled students are disproportionately im-
pacted.

As you can imagine, kicking youth out of the
classroom without addressing underlying
issues for their behavior doesn’t help that
child, and usually doesn’t improve the learning
climate of the school.

In fact, the American Psychological Associa-
tion has found that suspension and expulsion
negatively impact school-wide achievement
and increase the risk that excluded students
fall behind academically, become alienated
from school, drop out, and become involved
with the juvenile and adult criminal justice sys-
tems.

In other words, these harsh practices are
pushing kids out of the classroom and creating
what has been widely dubbed as a “school-to-
prison pipeline.”

In 2007 in my own home state of Con-
necticut, 89% of the 16 and 17-year olds in-
volved with the criminal justice system had
been suspended or expelled from school.
While this may be attributable to many factors,
common sense will tell you that when a kid is
expelled from school, home alone without su-
pervision, he’s likely to keep getting into trou-
ble.

Fortunately, there is also great work being
done in Connecticut and across the country to
address school pushout and our resolution
commends those efforts.

Counterproductive zero-tolerance policies
are being replaced with evidenced-based be-
havior management and discipline practices.
Schools are partnering with community lead-
ers and services to better support at-risk stu-
dents. Parent engagement is being prioritized
and states are passing laws limiting the use of
exclusionary discipline practices.

These efforts are producing real results in
decreasing behavioral incidents and improving
school climate and student achievement.

Yet what I've heard time and time again is
that in order to be successful, Congress needs
to support and help expand these efforts.

We need to help teachers and administra-
tors who aren’t receiving the training they want
and need to effectively manage a classroom.

And we must support efforts to adopt evi-
denced based practices to improve student
engagement and school safety by providing
both effective technical assistance and flexi-
bility for our schools.

Most importantly, we have to acknowledge
this rising problem in our nation’s schools and
commit to working together to stop it.

December 21, 2010

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the resolution.

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM D. JAMES,
MD, FAAD, INCOMING PRESIDENT
OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
DERMATOLOGY

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Dr. William James, a Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania dermatologist who re-
cently took office as President of the American
Academy of Dermatology. He will hold office
for one year and also will hold the same posi-
tion for the American Academy of Derma-
tology Association.

After beginning his academic career at the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Dr.
James earned his medical degree from Indi-
ana University School of Medicine. He com-
pleted a medical internship at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center, in Washington, DC, and
his residency in dermatology at the former
Letterman Army Medical Center in San Fran-
cisco. He is the Paul R. Gross professor and
vice chair of the department of dermatology at
the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.
He also serves as the residency and fellow-
ship program director.

An active member of the American Acad-
emy of Dermatology, Dr. James has served as
a member of the board of directors, the coun-
cil on member services, and numerous task
forces and committees. He is the past chief of
dermatology service at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center. He has authored more than
310 publications, including co-authorship of
the last three editions of Andrews’ Diseases of
the Skin. Additionally he served as founding
editor-in-chief of the dermatology section of
Emedicine.com, a clinical reference developed
by WebMD. He lives in Bryn Mawr, Pennsyl-
vania, with his wife, Ann. They have two chil-
dren and are expecting a grandchild in early
2011.

RITA PETERSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Rita Peterson
for her outstanding service to our community.

Rita Peterson has been co-owner and Vice
president of her family owned appraisal busi-
ness since 1977. The business has grown
from one appraiser and a part time secretary
to six full time appraisers and three adminis-
trative staff. They began primarily appraising
operating farms and ranches throughout the
state, and now deal with more complex issues
involving eminent domain, conservation ease-
ment valuations and federal land exchanges.

While running and expanding her business,
Rita still found time to become involved in the
community. Most notable has been her in-
volvement with the Senior Resource Center
since 1982. Her vision has been the key to the
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