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Too many businesses like Michel’s Furniture
in Lynwood, California, in my own district,
have shut their doors because through duty
evasion, foreign products receive an unfair
and illegal price advantage over our home-
grown, American products.

That is why | am proud to introduce the bi-
partisan ENFORCE Act.

The ENFORCE Act strengthens the ability
of the Bureau of Customs and Border Protec-
tion, CBP, to combat duty evasion by foreign
manufacturers. For the first time, domestic
producers will have the opportunity to formally
petition CBP to investigate possible anti-dump-
ing and countervailing duty evasions.

The ENFORCE Act requires CBP to initiate
an investigation and to make timely prelimi-
nary and final determinations as to whether an
importer engaged (or is engaging) in evasion.
No longer will domestic producers wait help-
lessly by, hoping that CBP will act to vindicate
their rights. The bill requires CBP to act and
then publicly report on its findings within pre-
scribed timeframes.

Finally, foreign violators will be held ac-
countable for the damage they do to American
businesses, workers, and our economy as a
whole.

American businesses and workers can com-
pete and win against products from anywhere
in the world—if we have a level playing field.

The ENFORCE Act will help create that
level playing field, supporting U.S. businesses
and their employees.

| urge my colleagues to support this bi-par-
tisan, pro-business, pro-American bill.

————

DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL REPEAL
ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker | rise in
support of H.R. 2965, Repealing “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell”. This bill will allow thousands of
Americans who have wanted the chance to
serve their country openly and freely an op-
portunity to do so. The repeal of Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell is the right thing to do morally as a
country. Military personnel, who risk their lives
on a daily basis so that we can enjoy all the
freedoms America has to offer, should not be
denied the ability to serve based upon their
sexual orientation. Equality is not a privilege,
it is a right and repealing this law is a huge
step in that direction.

At a time when our country is fighting two
wars we should support those Americans
whom fight for our liberties and freedoms. Un-
fortunately, DADT prevents thousands from
doing so which makes no sense at all. The
Pentagon’s report from last month indicated a
majority of our military soldiers and leaders
support a repeal of DADT and | believe we
should listen to them and honor what our
country really stands for which is freedom, lib-
erty, and justice for all.
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HONORING THE SERVICE AND
DEDICATION OF JOE PATTERSON

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to recognize Joe Patter-
son for his contributions to Tennessee’s Sixth
Congressional District. As any member of
Congress knows, our legislative achievements
and successful constituent services programs
would not be possible without a cadre of great
staff working behind the scenes. They work
long hours—often for little pay or recognition—
and their service is simply invaluable to those
of us who serve in this esteemed chamber.
Throughout my 26 years in Congress, | have
been fortunate to have many bright, able staff
members with an interest in serving their
country by working in this body. Today, I'd like
to single out those who are serving my con-
stituents as my tenure comes to a close.

Joe Patterson joined my staff in 2000. In-
credibly, that makes him one of the newest
members of the team in Murfreesboro. It is a
joke among my staff that even with a decade
of dedicated public service under his belt, Joe
is still the low man on the totem pole in my
hometown office.

All joking aside, Joe’s depth of experience
overshadows his seniority. In addition to his
work as my field representative and advocate
for seniors, persons with disabilities, and those
in need of housing assistance, Joe also has
the responsibility of helping people who ur-
gently need passports or visas on short notice.
Thousands of Sixth District residents might not
have been able to attend a loved one’s fu-
neral, take a business trip or enjoy a hastily-
planned honeymoon if not for his work expe-
diting their passports. Grateful constituents
have sent him best wishes from sandy beach-
es on six continents—he’s only waiting on Ant-
arctica.

Joe is an incredibly hard worker. He has a
great rapport with the constituents he works
with and has deep roots in the community.
Stories of his cows getting through fences on
his property and roaming all over Cannon
County have been the subject of my annual
Christmas letters over the years. What has
never been publicly recognized until now is
Joe’s uncanny knowledge of trivial information.
Whether the topic is cuisine or the latest hi-
tech gadget, Joe can always bring some new
and interesting tidbit to the conversation.

An enthusiastic student of aeronautics, Joe
has worked with NASA and local school dis-
tricts to enable teachers in Middle Tennessee
to attend Space Shuttle launches at Kennedy
Space Center in Florida. The once-in-a-lifetime
experience and lesson plans brought back to
the classrooms have been a welcome addition
to schools across my district. This worthwhile
endeavor would not have been possible with-
out Joe’s passion for the subject and dedica-
tion to the project.

Madam Speaker, Joe has been an integral
part of my staff and an invaluable help to the
people of the Sixth District of Tennessee. |
wish him, his wife, Lori, and their daughter,
Kyla, all the best in the future.
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HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, it has been
a true privilege for Betty Ann and me to rep-
resent Tennessee’s 8th district in this chamber
for the past 22 years, and we will always be
grateful to the people of west and middle Ten-
nessee who have given us the chance to do
so. We now look forward to the transition from
our role in Congress to that of private citizens,
often said to be the highest office in our coun-
t

ry.

Following the Constitutional Convention,
Madam Speaker, a citizen asked Benjamin
Franklin what that important body had created,
and he replied, “A republic, if you can keep
it.” At the heart of this governmental model,
public officials represent first and foremost the
people who elect them.

| worry that our government is in danger of
becoming more of a parliamentary system,
where elected officials represent first and fore-
most their political parties. That is not what
our founding fathers intended when they es-
tablished this great nation, and it is not the
right approach for our nation going forward.

The American people, by and large, do not
reside in the extreme left wing or in the ex-
treme right wing. They are solution-minded
citizens who want their elected representatives
to work together to address the problems that
face us as Americans, not as Democrats or
Republicans.

Unfortunately, the current political system,
especially following decades of partisan gerry-
mandering with more to come in the year
ahead, does little to incentivize such coopera-
tion. Consequently, the political center in our
representative government has been deci-
mated, resulting in a great disservice to the
American people.

Many of us certainly understand and share
the angst the American people feel in a time
of economic uncertainty, two wars, a seem-
ingly insurmountable federal debt and ongoing
concerns over homeland security.

These are complex problems that cannot be
solved with bumper-sticker solutions, over-sim-
plified soundbites and combative rhetoric.
They require cooperation among thoughtful in-
dividuals who will put their district and country
first.

To address these problems and restore the
faith in our republic, those inside and outside
government must be willing to extend to one
who disagrees the same purity of motive and
intellectual honesty one claims for oneself.

That is necessary, Madam Speaker, if we
are to keep our republic.

HONORING ABRAHAM “ABE”
THOMPSON

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Abraham “Abe” Thompson,
who passed away on Wednesday, December
15, 2010, at the age of 94.
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Abe served honorably during World War I
as an officer of the United States Army Air
Force in the 747th Squadron of the 456th
Heavy Bombardment Group, stationed in
Stornara, ltaly. Abe flew 49 missions before
being shot down on his 50th over Germany.
The pilot managed to glide the plan into Swit-
zerland, where the crew parachuted and were
subsequently interned. Abe escaped into
France after 73 days and made his way to
American forces in Lyon.

After he was discharged, Abe raised his
family in Yonkers, NY. He then moved to Hun-
tington in the 1970s, after which he earned his
law degree at the age of 73. He was an active
member of the community, including serving
as president of the local AARP chapter as well
as a founding member and serving as Com-
mander of the Nassau/Suffolk Long Island
Chapter of the American Ex-Prisoners of War.

Abe was the loving husband of the late Ber-
tha Gordon Thompson; devoted companion of
Rita DeLuise and her family; adored father of
Carole and Steven Roberts, Robert and Rosa-
lie Thompson, and the late Phyllis Gordon; the
cherished grandfather of Jennifer and Michael,
Adam, Alison and Clark, and Jill and Jim; and
the loving great-grandfather of Ned and
Grace.

| am so proud that Abe was a member of
the 2nd District of New York and | know that
he will be missed by the many people whose
lives he impacted.

FAREWELL REMARKS
HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, in just a few
short weeks, my 8th term as Representative
for the Fourth Congressional District of Kan-
sas will come to an end, and | want to thank
my constituents for giving me the opportunity
to serve them these past 16 years. It has
been a profound honor to represent Kansas in
our Nation’s Capital and to be a Member of
this Institution.

Much has changed since | first walked onto
the House floor in January 1995 following the
historic Republican Revolution of 1994. We
have witnessed the impeachment of a U.S.
president, four years of balanced budgets, the
end and beginning of a new millennium, the 9/
11 terrorist attacks, an ongoing global war
against terror, and the collapse of established
financial and business institutions world-wide.

Other things have changed very little. We
are still fighting against run-away federal def-
icit spending. The false notion that new gov-
ernment programs will solve our greatest prob-
lems continues to plague Washington despite
attempts at cutting waste.

Thanks to the Tea Party movement, a new
wave of fiscally conservative Representatives
will take office in January, and | am hopeful
we will see renewed progress in putting Wash-
ington on a diet.

One of the privileges of serving Kansas has
been to achieve real results for our commu-
nities. During my Congressional tenure, we
were successful in repealing the Wright
amendment to help lower air fares, return mil-
lions of tax dollars back to Kansas to help
build dozens of important infrastructure
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projects, protect the rights of the unborn
through the 1998 Tiahrt amendment, secure
over $90 million in funding for the National In-
stitute for Aviation Research at Wichita State
University and place a statue of General
Dwight D. Eisenhower in the U.S. Capitol Ro-
tunda where it will remain permanently.

Working with Sen. BROWNBACK and Sen.
ROBERTS, we successfully fought back at-
tempts to procure a European refueling tanker
and have made the case for purchasing an
American tanker made by an American com-
pany with American workers. It is my contin-
ued hope that the Air Force will make the right
decision and select the KC-767 that will em-
ploy thousands of skilled engineers and work-
ers in Kansas.

Mr. Speaker, as | reflect on my service in
the House, | want to take this opportunity to
thank my wife, Vicki, and my children who
have supported me and walked with me on
this 16-year journey. Serving in Congress is
often most difficult on a member’s family. We
purposefully chose to serve these 16 years to-
gether. My wife and children were part of
every term. | was blessed to have them with
me to roam the marble halls of Congress,
meet America’s leaders, and get to know the
citizens we served. Watching history unfold
with my family by my side gave me many
memories | will forever cherish.

Throughout my time as a Member of Con-
gress, | have remembered my family is a gift
from God and will always be my greatest ac-
complishment. Their work on numerous
projects throughout Kansas has made our
state and country a better place to live, and
their love and encouragement continue to in-
spire me. | am so glad to be finishing this
chapter of my life with Vicki, Jessica and John
by my side, and we would give anything if
Luke were here, too.

Many of the difficult tasks here in Congress
could not be done without the hard work of
staff. | have been blessed with committed
staffers who stood with me as | fought for our
Kansas values and a limited government.

My staff, past and present, worked tire-
lessly, not only for me, but for the people of
Kansas and for our country.

Robert Noland has been with me since day
one. He has been a loyal and faithful friend
and has shown tremendous wisdom in man-
aging my district office. | will never forget his
years of hard work and dedication to me and
to our state.

Jeff Kahrs has been with me since my first
term in office, and | am grateful for his friend-
ship, leadership and counsel over the years.
His perception and vision have helped me
focus on what's important.

Connie Voss has also been with me since
my first term in office. Connie and her hus-
band Joe have been a gift from God to Vicki
and me throughout the years, and we deeply
appreciate their prayer and faithful support.

Amy Claire Brusch has been with me for
nearly 11 years and has served with stellar
performance providing leadership on numer-
ous legislative initiatives in my Washington of-
fice. Her knowledge of how Capital Hill works
has helped me navigate complex legislative
and political issues.

Linda Arensdorf has been on my official
staff for more than 10 years and has been in-
strumental in helping manage the district office
and working to make sure our constituent
service projects are carried out with excel-
lence.
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Sam Sackett has also served on my staff for
more than a decade and has contributed to
several legislative initiatives in Washington
and has helped me effectively and clearly
communicate my message across the state of
Kansas.

Melissa James has been responsible for
managing my appointments and has done a
tremendous job keeping impeccable sched-
ules. Melissa’s attention to detail and her dedi-
cation to her job have played an important role
in making sure | manage my time wisely.

Chuck Knapp has played a critical role ad-
vising me on numerous issues related to poli-
cies and district matters. | appreciate his
friendship and value his advice that has
helped me better serve my constituents.

Josh Bell has served on my staff in several
important roles, including as part of my legisla-
tive team in Washington as well as in my dis-
trict office managing special projects for con-
stituents. His faithful dedication and hard work
have served me well for many years.

Jeremy Wisdom has provided valuable as-
sistance to countless veterans and other con-
stituents needing help with a federal agency.
His knowledge of the federal system and
thoughtful approach to problem solving has
helped resolve numerous constituent prob-
lems.

Jim Richardson has a thorough knowledge
of military and defense issues that has been
an enormous asset to my legislative office. He
has provided critical insight and a thoughtful
approach to helping me deal with issues re-
lated to our national defense.

Laurel Scott has greeted thousands of Kan-
sans visiting my Washington office over the
years. Her warm smile, welcoming personality,
and prayers for my family have meant so
much to Vicki and me.

Wendy Knox has helped me disseminate
our legislative message to the public by work-
ing with national media in Washington as well
as state and local reporters. Her communica-
tion skills and commitment to the conservative
cause has helped clarify and focus our mes-
sages.

Matthew Stroia has served on my staff fo-
cusing on several issues related to the aero-
space and energy industries. | appreciate the
way he applied his skills and knowledge of the
legislative process to help ensure Kansans’ in-
terests were made a top priority.

Richard Henkle has been a committed legis-
lative staffer who has helped me focus on sev-
eral issues impacting Kansas. His work on ag-
riculture, bio-security and pro-life issues has
made a real difference to our state.

Sarah Osborn has served in my Washington
office helping me with the House Economic
Competitiveness Caucus agenda as well as
ensuring constituent responses were fully ad-
dressed. | am grateful for the countless tasks
she has done to help make our legislative of-
fice run successfully.

Jill Craven has dedicated a meticulous at-
tention to detail and put her talents to work
helping constituents receive prompt and in-
formative responses to concerns with govern-
ment agencies. Her never-quit attitude has
benefitted constituents across the state of
Kansas.

Mark Dugan has performed admirably in en-
suring my office remained responsive to con-
stituents, and he was instrumental in several
of my efforts to reach constituents with infor-
mation about what was happening in Wash-
ington.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-12T03:03:22-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




