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the Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC),
and outlining ‘‘the potential of transatlantic
commerce to boost our growth and generate
jobs on both sides of the Atlantic.” We sup-
port the joint efforts to ‘‘promote innova-
tion, streamline regulation, and eliminate
non-tariff barriers to trade and investment,
bringing benefits to business, workers, and
consumers in both markets.”” The reducing
of non tariff barriers and the streamlining of
regulations were agreed as priorities when
the TEC was established. We call on the TEC
leaders once again to reach out directly to
Congress and the European Parliament.

The October 14 2010 European Parliament
Delegation ‘Brief on EU-US trade and eco-
nomic cooperation’ was well received and we
look forward to further proposals to improve
the Transatlantic market. In this respect we
also discussed the need for us as legislators
to take a more active role to reduce non-tar-
iff barriers to trans-Atlantic trade, including
working with executive agencies on a few
specific projects, for instance as regards
product testing procedures of automobiles
and emerging products through advances in
nanotechnology.

We discussed ways to further enhance our
dialogue and deepen transatlantic ties, even
in times of economic constraints and re-
specting the need for cost effectiveness, in-
cluding:

—expanding contacts among staff of our
institutions,

—inviting EU and U.S. officials to provide
perspectives on strategic issues related to fi-
nancial recovery and economic growth,

—expanding interaction between the U.S.
Congress and the European Parliament, in-
cluding through video-conferencing,

—promoting closer contacts between the
Members responsible for specific legislative
issues, in particular on a committee to com-
mittee basis,

—the possibility of joint hearings and the
issuance of joint statements.

In conclusion, we reaffirmed our commit-
ment to strengthening the transatlantic re-
lationship and working in partnership to
solve common challenges. We pledged to con-
tinue improving the effectiveness of our dia-
logue in order to realise the full potential of
our interparliamentary relationship, as well
as to ensure the relevance of the TLD’s work
to the European Parliament and the United
States Congress.

———

COMMENDING THE MORROW-STE-
VENS FOUNDATION ON 10 YEARS
OF OPERATIONS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and congratulate
Geraldine and Alan Graham on the 10th anni-
versary of operations of the Morrow-Stevens
Foundation, a non-profit organization they cre-
ated to provide college scholarships to needy
students. Recognizing the importance of edu-
cation, and the significant challenge that finan-
cial hardships often pose to otherwise dedi-
cated students, Geraldine and Alan incor-
porated the Foundation in 1999 and began
awarding scholarships the following year. The
Foundation’s scholarships are all-encom-
passing, providing full tuition, room and board,
and book stipends for four years of post-sec-
ondary education. Long-time residents of Vir-
ginia, Geraldine and Alan set up the Morrow-
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Stevens Foundation Scholarship to be avail-
able to deserving students in two of the low-
est-income counties in the Commonwealth. To
date, the Foundation has awarded eight schol-
arships and has had five graduates. lts ongo-
ing operation will continue to enable additional
deserving, but underprivileged students the
opportunity for education and a greater ability
to shape their futures.

Madam Speaker, ensuring a quality edu-
cation for our children is one of our most im-
portant responsibilities, and | urge my col-
leagues to commend Geraldine and Alan
Graham and the Morrow-Stevens Foundation
for their selfless work in furtherance of that
goal and wish them continued success in their
noble efforts.

HONORING DR. STEVEN E. HYMAN

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. Steven E. Hyman for his
service to the academic, scientific, and cultural
life of the United States. As Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) from
1996-2001, Dr. Hyman was instrumental in
transforming the way the nation understands,
treats, and responds to mental illness. Under
Dr. Hyman’s leadership, the NIMH became a
world leader in genetic, biological, and
neuroscientific research to improve the lives of
the tens of millions of Americans living with
mental illness. Since 2001, Dr. Hyman has
served as Provost of Harvard University,
where his innovative leadership helped usher
America’s oldest university into the new mil-
lennium with a strong emphasis on inter-
disciplinary and collaborative research. Addi-
tionally, Dr. Hyman’s role in strengthening the
museums, libraries, and cultural institutions of
Harvard University has strengthened the rich
cultural life of the United States as a whole.

Dr. Hyman is a member of the Institute of
Medicine of the National Academy of
Sciences. He has received awards for public
service from the U.S. Government and from
patient advocacy groups such as the National
Alliance for the Mentally Il and the National
Mental Health Association. Across the country
and over the world, he has lectured on topics
ranging from genes, brain, and behavior to the
stigma of mental illness. Dr. Hyman is a mem-
ber of the Society for Neuroscience, the Amer-
ican College of Neuropsychopharmacology
and the American College of Psychiatrists. He
has served on scientific advisory boards na-
tionally and internationally including the How-
ard Hughes Medical Institute, the Riken Brain
Sciences Institute in Japan, and the Max
Planck Institute for Psychiatry in Germany. He
is currently Chairman of the Scientific Advisory
Board for the Next Frontier Initiative, a new
endeavor to design and implement a 10-year
collaborative neuroscience research effort for
the benefit of soldiers and veterans with Trau-
matic Brain Injury and PTSD.

As Dr. Hyman prepares to transition from
his position as Provost of Harvard University,
we honor his legacy as a national leader in
science and academia and look forward to his
continued contributions to American life.
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HONORING NORMAN YOSHIO
MINETA

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of the resolution honoring my dear
friend and former colleague, Congressman
Norman Mineta, the founder of the Congres-
sional Asian Pacific American Caucus.

After attending the University of California,
Berkeley in my district, Congressman Mineta
served as an intelligence officer in Korea and
Japan.

He was the first minority and Asian Amer-
ican city council member in San Jose, and
was elected the first Asian American mayor of
a major U.S. city.

As a child, Congressman Mineta and his
family suffered great loss when they were sent
to an internment camp after the Japanese at-
tack on Pearl Harbor.

Upon his election to Congress, he worked
tirelessly to pass the Civil Liberties Act of
1988, which officially apologized to and com-
pensated Japanese families for their discrimi-
natory and immoral internment.

| had the privilege to work with Norm while
serving Mayor of Oakland, then Congressman
Ron Dellums’ staff. | vividly remember sitting
next to him on a flight from Washington, DC
to San Francisco. During that flight, he told me
his remarkable life story, which established
our long term friendship. As a staffer, he treat-
ed me with respect, and | am proud to call him
my friend.

After his long career in Congress, Con-
gressman Mineta became the first Asian
American Cabinet member, first as Secretary
of Commerce under President William J. Clin-
ton and then as Secretary of Transportation
under President George W. Bush.

| wholeheartedly support this resolution hon-
oring the accomplishments of an outstanding
and inspiring public servant, colleague, trail-
blazer, and friend, Congressman Norman Mi-
neta.

————

DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL REPEAL
ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, on March 2,
2010, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates an-
nounced that the U.S. Department of Defense,
DOD, would conduct a thorough review of the
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy prohibiting open-
ly gay men and women from serving in the
military. The review was to examine the im-
pact that repeal of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
policy would have on military readiness and
effectiveness, unit cohesion, recruiting, reten-
tion, and family readiness.

The review solicited feedback from more
than 500,000 active duty and reserve compo-
nent Service members and spouses, with
more than 200,000 responses ultimately being
received. The Working Group that conducted
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the review was composed of 49 military per-
sonnel, officer and enlisted, and 19 civilian
personnel from across the Department of De-
fense and the Military Services. The Group
was Co-Chaired by General Carter F. Ham,
U.S. Army, and the Honorable Jeb C. John-
son, Department of Defense General Counsel.

In May of this year, while DOD’s review was
still underway, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives voted on an amendment to the Fiscal
Year 2011 National Defense Authorization Act
that would have effectively repealed the “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. | voted against this
amendment because | felt it was disrespectful
to the men and women in uniform and their
families for Congress to vote on a repeal of
this policy without first considering their vital
input.

The Department of Defense’s nine-month
review of the impact of repealing the “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy was completed last
month. The review’s findings include an under-
standably broad range of opinions about the
likely impact of said repeal. Ultimately, how-
ever, the review concludes that repeal of the
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy can be imple-
mented in a manner that minimizes the risks
associated with military readiness and effec-
tiveness, unit cohesion, recruiting, retention,
and family readiness. | agree.

It is important to note that House of Rep-
resentatives Bill 2965, H.R. 2965, does not re-
peal the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy imme-
diately. Rather, repeal is made contingent
upon the President, the Secretary of Defense,
and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
certifying to Congress that the Department of
Defense has prepared the necessary policies
and regulations to implement the repeal in a
manner that is “consistent with the standards
of military readiness, military effectiveness,
unit cohesion, and recruiting and retention of
the Armed Forces.” Such a deliberate and or-
derly implementation of the repeal will be crit-
ical to its success and is consistent with the
recommendations of the Department of De-
fense review.

In addition to my consideration of the De-
partment of Defense’s review, | received and
thoughtfully considered the input of many cur-
rently serving military personnel and veterans
in the 19th District, as well as numerous other
19th District residents. Similar to the findings
of the DOD review, the input | received from
my constituents included passionate appeals
for and against repeal of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” policy.

Throughout my tenure in Congress, | have
had the privilege to interact with thousands of
our nation’s armed service members—here at
home and overseas in Iraq, Afghanistan, Bos-
nia, and elsewhere. Each of these interactions
has been truly inspiring and humbling. Our
men and women in uniform, along with their
loved ones, are the true heroes of our nation.
But for their selfless service, the freedoms that
all of us fellow Americans enjoy everyday
would not be. Given that these proud Ameri-
cans have answered the call to serve and
stand ready to make the ultimate sacrifice on
behalf of their fellow citizens, each and every
one of them has earned my highest respect
and heartfelt gratitude.

In light of the tremendous number of troops
that | have interacted with over the last 10
years, it is safe to say that | have visited and
thanked a significant number of gay or lesbian
soldiers, marines, airmen, sailors, and coast
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guardsmen for their courageous and dedicated
service in defense of all that is good about our
great country. In light of the findings of the De-
partment of Defense review, to oppose a re-
peal of the “Don’t Ask, Don't Tell” policy
would contradict the respect and gratitude that
| feel for all who serve—regardless of their
sexual orientation. As such, | support an or-
derly repeal of the policy along the lines con-
templated in the DOD report and contained in
H.R. 2965.

In conclusion, | share the sentiments ex-
pressed by the co-chairs of the Department of
Defense review, General Ham and Mr. John-
son, when they stated: “We are both con-
vinced that our military can do this, even dur-
ing this time of war. We do not underestimate
the challenges in implementing a change in
the law, but neither should we underestimate
the ability of our extraordinarily dedicated
Service men and women to adapt to such
change and continue to provide our Nation
with the military capability to accomplish any
mission.”

————————

RECOGNITION FOR RETIRING AS-
SOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGE MI-
CHAEL L. MIDYETT, CHARITON
COUNTY, MISSOURI

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise on
behalf of Missouri's Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict, to take this opportunity to recognize the
Honorable Michael L. Midyett, Associate
Judge, Chariton County, Missouri. | would like
to thank him for his service to his community
and to congratulate him upon his upcoming re-
tirement from the bench. | am so pleased
Judge Midyett's community is honoring him by
recognizing his many years of service on the
bench, but especially for his dedication to and
caring about the citizens of his community.
Only a special person would provide the years
of judicial and legal service Judge Midyett has
provided through his 21 years of service as
the second longest serving Associate Circuit
Judge of Chariton county; for over 29 years as
an elected official serving the State of Missouri
in the Judicial System first as a Prosecuting
attorney then as a Judge. Including his years
as a practicing attorney, Judge Midyett has
served the citizens of Missouri for 39 years in
the Judicial system.

It is my understanding that Judge Midyett is
best known for his penchant for jury trials and
for being hard but fair on criminals. During his
tenure as a Chariton County Prosecuting At-
torney, Judge Midyett had at least one jury
trial each month. For a rural county with a
small population, that is a fair amount which
proves justice is being served. He believes
that all citizens should uphold the law and that
no one is above the law. The citizens of
Chariton County have known him to be ex-
tremely fair and honest. He has upheld the
law through his knowledge of the law and his
years of experience. Through Judge Midyett's
example, others are reminded that Chariton
County can only thrive within a strong and just
community.

Judge Midyett is a well respected judge in
his community. Judge Midyett upholds the tra-
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ditions and honors of the Judicial Branch of
Missouri government. His accomplishments in-
clude: Appointments by the Missouri Supreme
Court for the Civil Rules Committee; the Judi-
cial Weighted Workload Steering Committee
2006—2008; Board of Directors of the Missouri
associate Probate Associate Circuit Judges
2005-2009; former President of the 9th Circuit
Bar; past member of Missouri Prosecuting At-
torney Associations; past member of National
District Attorneys’ Association; Associate of
Trial Lawyers of America; Association of Law-
yers for Pilots Association; City Attorney for
Keytesville 1974—1985.

Service to the Keytesville community is a
hallmark of Judge Midyett's character. His
friends and colleagues honoring him are but a
few of the organizations that have grown from
his leadership. The Judge has been extremely
active in local and civic activities including:
Board of Directors of Keytesville Lions Club;
former President of Keytesville Lions Club;
former President of Keytesville Chamber of
Commerce; member of Immanuel Lutheran
Church of Salisbury; philosophically and in
real terms, Judge Midyett is a proud member
of the Chariton County Democratic party.

Foremost among the Judge’s many accom-
plishments has been his recent work obtaining
pictures of former Chariton County judges for
the Courthouse. Judge Midyett has searched
extensively for pictures of the past judges and
done an amazing amount of research on the
lives of these judges and the times they lived
in. What a wonderful legacy to leave your
community. Your personal commitment to the
legal and judicial system in Keytesville and
Chariton County serves as a model for what it
means to give back to our communities.

Madam Speaker, once again, | want to
share my sincerest congratulations to Judge
Midyett as he receives our well deserved rec-
ognition. | wish the Judge the best in the
years to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 17, 2010

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 647, | was absent from the House. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yes.”

———

HONORING NORMAN YOSHIO
MINETA

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to support
H. Res. 1377 to honor the accomplishments of
Norman Yoshio Mineta, a pioneering public
servant whom | am privileged to call my friend.

| thank my colleagues, Congressman MIKE
HONDA and Congresswoman Juby CHu, for in-
troducing this important resolution.

Norm Mineta has served this country and
the Asian American and Pacific Islander com-
munity with great distinction and unparalleled
humility. The many “firsts” he has to his
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