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The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy has been
ill-conceived policy from the start—it is dis-
criminatory on its face, and harmful to the gay
and lesbian uniformed servicemembers that
are forced to keep their sexual orientation
from their friends, their coworkers, and their
superior officers. Further, these military mem-
bers are currently subject to discharge from
the military if it is uncovered that they have
participated in any activity that may be per-
ceived to be associated with homosexuality.

Put simply, any policy that would go this far
to discriminate against a particular group is
just wrong. To date, thousands of brave ser-
vicemembers—including individuals who have
risked their lives in Afghanistan and Irag—
have been discharged simply because of their
sexual orientation.

In recent months, members of Congress
have researched this issue in-depth—a De-
partment of Defense survey was requested,
and both the House and the Senate have held
hearings on the issue. In a Senate Armed
Service Committee hearing in February of this
year, Defense Secretary Gates, and Admiral
Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, spoke out against the policy. Secretary
Gates has remained steadfast in urging that
Congress act to repeal this policy in an orderly
manner.

Further evidence supporting repeal came on
November 30th, when the results of a Depart-
ment of Defense survey on “Don’'t Ask, Don’t
Tell” were released. The study showed that 70
percent—an overwhelming majority—of ser-
vicemembers believe that a repeal of Don’t
Ask, Don’'t Tell would be positive, mixed, or of
no consequence.

Because Congress has been slow to act on
this matter, the courts have become involved,
and now stand to potentially declare “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” unconstitutional if we do not
act. Secretary Gates has warned that judicial
repeal will put an administrative burden on the
Department of Defense, and has asserted that
Congressional action is most favorable.

| believe that the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” pol-
icy poses an unnecessary threat to our na-
tional security and that the time has come for
this policy to end.

| urge my fellow members of Congress to
join me to repeal this harmful and discrimina-
tory policy.

————

TAX RELIEF, UNEMPLOYMENT IN-
SURANCE REAUTHORIZATION,
AND JOB CREATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 16, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4853) to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
the funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to amend
title 49, United States Code, to extend au-
thorizations for airport improvement pro-
gram, and for other purposes:

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
somewhat reluctant support of the Tax Relief,
Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization,
and Job Creation Act. | am supporting this bill
because of the tremendous good it will do for
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middle class families and
throughout the country.

This bill extends emergency unemployment
benefits for 400,000 Californians whose bene-
fits have expired. Not only do these benefits
help working families pay the bills and put
food on their tables, they also stimulate eco-
nomic growth, creating $1.63 in economic de-
mand for every dollar in benefits.

This bill also extends dozens of tax incen-
tives that benefit middle class families like the
college tuition deduction, child tax credit, mar-
riage penalty relief, and the enhanced earned
income tax credit. It helps small businesses
expand and hire more workers by extending
the R&D tax credit, zero percent capital gains
tax on long term small business investments,
and bonus depreciation for capital invest-
ments.

And it also invests in a clean, renewable en-
ergy future by extending tax incentives for re-
newable fuels, energy-efficient appliances and
home construction, and the successful Treas-
ury Department grant program for renewable
energy projects. These extensions will help
local green businesses in my district like Clip-
per Wind, REC Solar, and CREE Lighting cre-
ate quality green jobs that can’t be shipped
overseas. And it will stimulate our economy by
expanding our use of cleaner, safer forms of
energy.

The bottom line is this bill will create jobs
and spur economic growth, and these are pro-
visions that | strongly support. However, this
bill also continues to tilt our tax code in favor
of the wealthiest three percent of our society.
And | oppose those provisions in the strongest
of terms.

| support the permanent extension of current
tax rates on income up to $250,000 and, in
fact, representing an area with such a high
cost of living, | would probably support extend-
ing that limit up to $500,000. But, Mr. Chair,
| do not see why we should extend the re-
duced tax rates for incomes in excess of that.

This proposal to extend the reduced tax
rates that only go to millionaires and billion-
aires will cost taxpayers over $80 billion, sim-
ply adding to our deficit. To add insult to in-
jury, this tax cut extension for the super-rich
lasts for two years while emergency unem-
ployment benefits last for only 13 months.
And, Mr. Chair, according to virtually all
economists these extensions will do virtually
nothing to stimulate economic growth.

Adding to the giveaways, Republicans in-
sisted on “fixing” the estate tax to ensure that
only 0.14 percent of estates are subject to the
tax, adding another $68 billion to the deficit. |
agree that the estate tax needs to be fixed,
but this is not the solution. At a time when
middle class families continue to struggle, con-
tinuing tax cuts that only go to millionaires and
billionaires is irresponsible, wasteful and bad
economics. These tax cuts for the super
wealthy will add nearly $140 billion to the def-
icit in just two years.

| am also very concerned that this bill in-
cludes a temporary two percent reduction in
payroll taxes for all employees and self-em-
ployed individuals. While | strongly support ad-
ditional tax relief to Middle Class families—
which this achieves—the payroll tax reduction
puts the Social Security Trust Fund at risk of
losing its independent revenue stream. | be-
lieve we should extend the Making Work Pay
Tax Credit, which gave targeted tax relief to
those that needed it most without endangering
the financial security of Social Security.

in my district
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Finally, the bill before us needlessly extends
the excessive ethanol tax subsidy of 46 cents
per gallon. Thanks in part to this harmful sub-
sidy, the U.S. will divert nearly 40 percent of
the domestic corn crop from food and feed to
fuel this year, which will only exacerbate the
growing problem of increasingly volatile and
high commodity prices. Lowering this subsidy
by just 10 cents per gallon would help reduce
these harmful side effects, and save taxpayers
roughly $1 billion next year.

Mr. Chair, | am very disappointed that this
important legislation to prevent a tax increase
on everyday Americans has been loaded
down with so many unnecessary and wasteful
provisions. But I'm supporting this bill because
the needs of middle class families and small
businesses—the backbone of our economy—
are too important to be left to die in the hands
of Republican leadership next Congress.

This bill is a compromise. It's not the com-
promise | would have written. But it's the com-
promise that will get desperately needed help
to the families that need it most. Time has run
out and we must act now for the good of the
American people.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on Thursday, December 16, 2010, |
missed one recorded vote on the House floor.
Had | been present, | would have voted “nay”
on rollcall 646.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE AND
CAREER OF LARRY KING

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of the contribu-
tions of television and radio host Larry King.
Over the course of his forty-three-year career,
Mr. King has brought learning, laughter and in-
spiration to millions of Americans with his no-
nonsense reporting.

Mr. King was not born into fame or fortune.
The son of a bar owner and a seamstress, he
and his younger brother grew up relying on
public assistance after the untimely death of
their father. After his graduation from high
school, Mr. King’'s dreams of working as a
radio broadcaster took him from New York to
Miami, where he found a job performing ad-
ministrative tasks for a local radio station.
Soon he had his own small show, which grew
quickly in popularity and opened the door to
bigger opportunities. In the following years,
Mr. King has published a column for USA
Today, hosted his own show on CNN, re-
leased a widely read autobiography and ap-
peared in several blockbuster movies including
Shrek 2 and Ghostbusters. He has received
countless honors, including an Emmy Award,
two Peabody Awards and ten Cable ACE
Awards.

Mr. King does not present himself as a hu-
manitarian, but he has contributed millions of
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dollars to charity through his fundraising ef-
forts and his personal donations. He played a
crucial role in securing support for victims after
natural disasters devastated New Orleans and
Haiti. He established the Larry King Cardiac
Foundation in an effort to eradicate the illness
that claimed his father's life and seriously
threatened his own. Mr. King also sits on the
board of the Police Athletic League of New
York City, a nonprofit organization serving dis-
advantaged children and youth, and has es-
tablished a scholarship program at George
Washington University’s School of Media and
Public Affairs.

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please
join me in honoring Larry King for his remark-
able contributions to American culture. His life
is a testament to the power of hard work and
big dreams.

——

HONORING NORMAN YOSHIO
MINETA

SPEECH OF

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of House Resolution 1377, which hon-
ors the accomplishments of Norman Y. Mi-
neta. Known to us as Norm, Mr. Mineta has
played an important role in our nation’s his-
tory: completing many firsts; and helping the
pave the path for many more to follow.

A distinguished serviceman, he joined the
United States Army as a young man, and
completed tours of duty as an intelligence offi-
cer in both Japan and Korea.

Norm served our great state as a Member
of this body from 1975 to 1995, working tire-
lessly to improve the lives of California fami-
lies. With his support, and that of my late hus-
band Bob Matsui, Congress established the
Commission on Wartime Relocation and In-
ternment of Civilians. Moreover, they were in-
strumental in passing H.R. 442, the Civil Lib-
erties Act of 1988, which served as the official
apology for sending families of Japanese de-
scent to internment camps and redressed the
injustices endured by Japanese-Americans
during World War II.

Norm also served as Chairman of the
House Public Works and Transportation Com-
mittee, authored the landmark Intermodal Sur-
face Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991,
and founded the Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus, CAPAC.

His lists of ‘firsts’ include being the first
Asian American mayor of a major United
States city when he became mayor of San
Jose in 1971, and he was the first Asian
American in a Presidential Cabinet. As many
of us remember, Norm also served as a Sec-
retary of Commerce under President Bill Clin-
ton, and as a Secretary of Transportation
under President George W. Bush.

Mr. Speaker, Norm Mineta has had a long
and respected career in public service. As the
resolution before us states, the House of Rep-
resentatives honors the accomplishments and
legacy of Norman Yoshio Mineta, for his
groundbreaking contributions to the Asian
American and Pacific Islander community and
to our Nation as a whole through his leader-
ship in strengthening civil rights and liberty for
all and for his dedication and service.
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| urge my colleagues to vote in favor of H.
Res. 1377.

HONORING THE STAGLIN FAMILY
HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Staglin family for their on-
going and unparalleled efforts to improve the
lives of the hundreds of millions of individuals
across the world living with mental illness.
Garen, Shari, Brandon, and Shannon Staglin
have made the fight against mental iliness
their collective mission and have approached
the awesome challenge of combating these
difficult disorders with a strong and organized
effort that is at once inspirational and trans-
formative.

In 16 years, the Staglin’s non-profit Inter-
national Mental Health Research Organization,
IMHRO, and the Staglin Music Festival for
Mental Health have raised over $116 million
for mental health research. The mission of
IMHRO is to alleviate human suffering from
mental illness by funding scientific research
into the causes, prevention and new treat-
ments of mental disorders. IMHRO produces,
supports and builds awareness for fundraising
events to raise money for mental health re-
search, directs funding to the most promising
research by soliciting and selecting proposals
for prevention, treatment and cure of mental
disorders, collaborates with affiliate organiza-
tions, people and events worldwide to raise
and direct funding and minimize duplication of
scientific effort, and works to build awareness
of scientific achievements and possibilities.
Recently, the Staglins have taken the lead in
the organization of the Next Frontier Initiative
to design and implement a 10-year collabo-
rative neuroscience research effort for the
benefit of soldiers and veterans with Traumatic
Brain Injury and PTSD.

The efforts of the Staglin family have
changed the landscape of how the country ap-
proaches mental iliness, and are illustrative of
the ability of a few dedicated people to truly
change the world.

———

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of S. 841, the Pedestrian Safety En-
hancement Act of 2010, and | commend Sen-
ator ROCKEFELLER, Congressman ED TOWNS
and Congressman CLIFF STEARNS for their
leadership on the safety of blind Americans,
cyclists, runners, small children, and other pe-
destrians.

This bill will protect the blind community
from the risks posed by silent vehicles. For the
blind and many others who experience phys-
ical disabilities, the biggest challenge is not
the loss of their sight, but the misunder-
standing and the lack of simple accommoda-
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tions that make life more manageable for inde-
pendent individuals.

This is especially the case with fast growing
technologies that increasingly define the 21st
century. We have new cars on the road and,
more importantly, an increasing number of hy-
brid and electric vehicles being sold and man-
ufactured in the United States.

However, with these advances we need to
ensure that new technologies also reflect the
safety concerns of all stakeholders on the
roads—drivers and pedestrians alike.

| am pleased that this bill addresses the crit-
ical safety concerns of disabled persons, while
also encouraging better technology and eco-
nomic growth.

S. 841, the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement
Act, is good for our community. It is good for
pedestrians and it is good for industry.

| urge my colleagues to support its passage.

———

LOESER’S DELI 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | stand today
to commemorate a Bronx institution—Loeser’s
Deli—which will be celebrating its 50th year in
business on January 8, 2011. Fredy Loeser
opened the business in 1961 with his father,
Ernest, and has spent the last five decades
standing behind the counter serving the peo-
ple of the Bronx. Time has passed and people
have come and gone, but Fredy Loeser and
Loesers Deli have stayed right in the
Kingsbridge section of the Bronx, making
some of the best New York deli one can ever
have.

To thank his customers, Fredy will be turn-
ing back the clock on his anniversary and will
be pricing his food as if it was 1961. | dare
anyone in this House to find a better hot dog
for 50 cents anywhere in the country!

In this day and age, where businesses
come and go and when far too many people
are struggling to keep their heads above
water, it is a pleasure to honor a man who has
worked hard for 50 years, keeping a small
business afloat and thriving. Fredy has worked
many long hours in these last few decades
and he continues to work those hours today.

| want to thank him for his hard work and for
being a pillar of our Bronx community all these
years. | want to wish the best to his family—
his wife Elayne, his children (Pamela Loeser-
Halpern and her husband Michael, Lisa
Loeser-Weiss and her husband Gary, Brett
Loeser and his wife Alene, and Scott Loeser
and his wife Bonnie), and his 12 grandchildren
(Julia, Jesse, Lexa, Emily, Andrew, Gregory,
Zachary, Samantha, Abigail, Danielle, Drew
and Rachel). The success Fredy has enjoyed
not only consists of corned beef and pastrami,
but it is reflected in the wonderful family he
has raised over the years.

| know | am looking forward to my next
sandwich from Loeser's and | hope to be en-
joying them for many more years to come.
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