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strengthen the Food and Drug Administration’s
(FDA) ability to demand recalls of tainted
foods, increase inspections on domestic food
facilities, and secure accountability from food
companies. It also allows the FDA to create
new regulations governing the sanitary trans-
portation of food. | applaud the inclusion of a
program to develop a nationwide food emer-
gency response laboratory network to better
monitor dangers to our Nation’s food supply.
While | regret that this bill has been weakened
relative to the version that passed the House
earlier this year, | welcome the overall im-
provements to the FDA’s authority to protect
public health.

| strongly support the funding included for
the National Space and Aeronautics Adminis-
tration (NASA). | am concerned, however,
about the possible neglect of NASA’s research
centers, such as the NASA Glenn Research
Center (NASA Glenn) located in my congres-
sional district, as a result of the distribution of
funds under this bill. The allocation of funding
reflects the significant changes made to
NASA’s programs as requested by the Presi-
dent. The language in this bill makes vulner-
able funds for in-house research and develop-
ment (R&D) programs such as the Life
Science, Human Research and Exploration
Technology Development under the Tech-
nology Demonstration and Space Technology
Missions. Ensuring NASA Glenn’s health is
vital to the workers at NASA | represent, as
well as to the economic health of the State of
Ohio. Adequate support of the agency’s re-
search centers is key to protecting NASA’s
legacy as the premier aeronautics R&D agen-
cy in the world.

However, | cannot support the $159 billion
contained in this legislation to continue the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. We have heard
about fake negotiations between the Karzai
government that we prop up and a fake
Taliban leader; this, while we conduct a record
number of airstrikes to wipe out Taliban lead-
ership. We know that millions of dollars—
some believed to be U.S. taxpayer money—
have gone and are going unaccounted for as
Karzai and his cronies purchase villas in
Dubai. We also know that our night raids and
airstrikes only foment hatred toward the U.S.
and our presence in the country, further en-
dangering our troops and allies. And yet as
reasons to get out of Afghanistan continue to
mount, so do the calls for a prolonged pres-
ence in the country beyond the initial pro-
posed 2011 withdrawal date. The war in Af-
ghanistan, like the war in Iraq, is taking place
in a world where facts and common sense
seem to have no place.

| urge my colleagues to oppose this bill.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
BISHOP JOHN T. STEINBOCK

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with my colleagues Mr. RADANOVICH, Mr.
CARDOZzA, and Mr. NUNES to pay tribute to
Bishop John T. Steinbock who passed away
on December 5, 2010 at the age of seventy-
three in Fresno, California. Bishop Steinbock
was a key figure in the Diocese in Fresno
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which serves more than one million parish-
ioners in eight counties from as far north as
Merced County to as far south as Kern Coun-
ty.
Y Bishop John T. Steinbock was born on July
16, 1937 in Los Angeles, California. He was
one of three boys born to Leo and Thelma
Steinbock. As a child, the Bishop learned to
read from racing forms at the horsetracks and
learned to count by playing blackjack. The
Bishop’s decision to turn towards the priest-
hood came after his two brothers had joined
the seminary. He attended a rigorous college
preparatory high school designed for young
men considering the priesthood and graduated
in 1955. After spending the summer of 1958
learning Spanish at a boardinghouse in Mex-
ico City, he decided that he wanted to become

a priest.
On May 1, 1963, Bishop Steinbock was or-
dained into the priesthood. Upon is

ordainment, Bishop Steinbock was assigned to
Resurrection Parish located in the Hispanic
barrio in Los Angeles, California. During
Bishop Steinbock’s time in Resurrection Par-
ish, he developed his reputation as a great ad-
ministrator, a valued skill which would lead his
promotion within the Catholic Church. In 1973,
Bishop Steinbock was transferred to St.
Vibiana’s Catholic Cathedral near Skid Row in
Los Angeles. During the Bishop’s time in East
Los Angeles, he ministered to the poor and
homeless, often dealing with individuals suf-
fering from mental iliness, drug and alcohol
addiction, and physical abuse. Bishop
Steinbock also became a police chaplain for
the Los Angeles Police Department. When re-
flecting on his time in East Los Angeles,
Bishop Steinbock wrote, “The greatest suf-
fering was the loneliness and despair | found
in the lives of so many.”

Bishop Steinbock would have been content
to stay a priest; however he was informed by
the late Cardinal Timothy Manning that the
late Pope John Paul Il had named him to be
a Bishop. Bishop Steinbock was hesitant to
accept the honor, but was convinced by Car-
dinal Manning’s message that the Pope was
simply acting in accordance with God’s will for
Bishop Steinbock’s life. His first assignment as
Bishop was in Orange County serving from
1984 to 1987. He would later serve in Santa
Rosa, California until he arrived in Fresno,
California in 1991. Bishop Steinbock arrived in
Fresno to lead a diocese and quickly rose to
the occasion, solving several inherited chal-
lenges such as a $3 million deficit. In addition,
during the Bishop’s first decade in Fresno the
diocese undertook seventy major building or
renovation projects on churches, parish halls,
offices, and school classrooms.

Bishop Steinbock’s style of ministry was
uniquely his own. He sought out technology
and innovation as a means for communication,
evangelization, teaching, and formation. The
Bishop also recognized the need for personal
and genuine love and concern for his brother
priests who were never far from his thoughts
and prayers. Bishop Steinbock personally
celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation for
virtually every young adult in the Diocese, ex-
cept in a handful of all the eighty-eight dioce-
san parishes. Bishop Steinbock’s pastoral
messages, homilies, and Masses often ad-
dressed immigrants, farm workers, the unem-
ployed, the imprisoned, those without health
care, restorative justice and love for one’s
neighbor. Despite the Bishop’s busy schedule,
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he made time to visit each office in the Pas-
toral Center to spend time with staff and vol-
unteers. On October 23, 2009, Bishop
Steinbock celebrated his Silver Jubilee as
Bishop of the Diocese of Fresno.

Madam Speaker, Mr. RADANOVICH, Mr.
CARDOZA, Mr. NUNES, and | ask our col-
leagues to join us in honoring the life of
Bishop John T. Steinbock as we offer our con-
dolences to his family and celebrate his mem-
ory and service to the Diocese of Fresno and
California.

———————

IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF JOHN
LENNON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of John Lennon, a musician,
songwriter, entertainer, international icon, and
father, who will be remembered as one quar-
ter of The Beatles—on the 30th Anniversary of
his death. His contributions as a songwriter,
musician, and artist span every facet of the
musical industry and his work is beloved
around the world.

John Lennon was born on December 9,
1940 in Liverpool, England and was killed on
December 8, 1980 outside of his apartment in
New York City. During his lifetime, John was
passionate about making the world a better,
safer place. He had strong convictions that
war was always wrong and that peace was
achievable. The ideals he held still resonate
today. His music, whether produced alone,
with the Beatles, or with Yoko Ono continues
to be played on the radio.

John Lennon was a passionate man whom
millions of people have come to admire. His
death still weighs deeply in the hearts of mil-
lions of those who loved his music. He has
been the recipient of many awards and hon-
ors, including an appointment as a Member of
the Order of the British Empire (MBE) with the
other Beatles in 1965. Numerous albums that
he had a hand in crafting have been listed on
Billboard charts. They have helped put him on
lists of the greatest musicians and songwriters
of all time. John Lennon was posthumously in-
ducted to the Songwriters Hall of Fame in
1987 and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in
1994.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honor
and recognition of John Lennon. Mr. Lennon’s
brilliant artistry, unwavering activism and spirit
continue to lighten hearts and enlighten minds
by bringing enjoyment and hope to millions.
His influence spans continents and genera-
tions. Thirty years after his death, his fans are
still grieving. John Lennon and his legacy
have made and continues to make our Nation
and our world a better place.

HONORING THE SERVICE AND
DEDICATION OF GREG HOLYFIELD

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Lt. Wayland
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Gregory Holyfield for his contributions to the
Sixth District of Tennessee while serving on
my Washington, DC staff. As any member of
Congress knows, our legislative achievements
and successful constituent services programs
would not be possible without a cadre of great
staff working behind the scenes. They work
long hours—often for little pay or recognition—
and their service is simply invaluable to those
of us who serve in this esteemed chamber.
Throughout my 26 years in Congress, | have
been fortunate to have many bright, able staff
members with an interest in serving their
country by working in this body. Today, I'd like
to single out those who are serving my con-
stituents as my tenure comes to a close.

Greg is one of a distinguished group of staff
members who have served a second term on
my staff after leaving to pursue graduate de-
grees and other work. Greg first came to my
office as a Legislative Correspondent in 2003,
having gained Capitol Hill experience in the of-
fice of Senator MARK PRYOR. His hard work
soon earned him a promotion to my Legisla-
tive Assistant for foreign affairs, immigration,
agriculture and other issues, Greg was a valu-
able resource to me and to constituents with
concerns in these policy areas. Greg also lent
special expertise to issues related to the
music and recording industry, having grown up
in a family in Nashville’s songwriting business.

Public service came naturally to Greg. Prior
to working in my office, he served in the
Peace Corps, spending more than two years
overseeing agricultural projects in Mali. In
2005 he left my office to join the inaugural
class at the Clinton School of Public Service
at the University of Arkansas. After graduating
from the Clinton School, Greg made the deci-
sion to join the Armed Forces and serve his
country in the U.S. Army Reserves. We are
extremely proud of his service and honored to
count him as an alumnus of the office.

When Greg decided to return to Wash-
ington, DC, to pursue his love of politics, his
timing could not have been better. Greg took
on the gargantuan and unenviable task of pre-
paring my official papers to be archived at the
Albert Gore Research Center at my alma
mater, Middle Tennessee State University.
Greg attacked this mountain of paper with im-
pressive organization and patience. Analyzing
and cataloging 26 years worth of legislative
records, invitations, correspondence and press
files is no small feat, and the process of clos-
ing my office would not have gone as smooth-
ly without Greg’s dedication to the project.
Greg’s work made it possible for me and my
staff to continue at full throttle with the office’s
legislative work through the end of my term
this year. In addition, it has helped to establish
a historical record of the district and the legis-
lative process that | hope will be valuable to
MTSU students and Middle Tennesseans for
generations to come.

It has been wonderful to have Greg on the
team once again. Those who worked with him
before welcomed the return of his dry sense of
humor and natural charm, and the newer
members of my staff have developed an ap-
preciation for his passion for the Georgia Bull-
dogs, enthusiasm for war movies, and love of
both types of music—country and western.

Madam Speaker, Greg Holyfield has done
great work in the service of the Sixth District
of Tennessee. He comes from a good Ten-
nessee family, and | know they are very proud
of him. Greg, thank you for your help to my of-
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fice and your service to our country. | wish
you all the best in the future.

HONORING WOLFGANG HERZOG

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. HOLDEN. Madam Speaker, on the
evening of December 17, 2010, hundreds of
friends and colleagues, as well as state and
local officials in southwest Germany, will gath-
er to honor one of the most unique business
leaders that that | have had the privilege to
encounter—Wolfgang Herzog. He serves as
the director of utility services for the city of
Kaiserslautern, Germany. He has emerged as
a leader in German programs designed to fur-
ther promote and enhance critical host-nation
relations with the huge American military com-
ponents in the region. Kaiserslautern, a city
whose U.S. military and business profile is so
pronounced that it is now called The American
City in Germany, is the home to nearly 55,000
Americans, making it the largest U.S. military
outpost overseas.

The cooperation of the U.S. military with the
leaders of the community is an essential com-
ponent of overseas forces activities. It is the
host-nation city that makes possible the
logistical, social, cultural, and infrastructure
that provide for workable and meaningful rela-
tions between our troops and the people of a
foreign nation which surrounds them.

Over the last two decades Mr. Herzog has
escorted numerous city officials and associ-
ates to Washington. He has met with multiple
Senators and Representatives to profile the
extent of Kaiserslautern’s commitment to its
American neighbors.

Mr. Herzog has also been welcomed at the
Pentagon by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, as well as the Army and Air Force
Chiefs of Staff. He has often worked with mili-
tary staff in providing efficient energy services
and protecting environmental standards.

Mr. Herzog has received tributes from sen-
ior American military leaders in Kaiserslautern.
General Roger Brady, Commander of U.S. Air
Forces in Europe presented him with the
Medal of Distinction. Army Major General Pa-
tricia McQuiston, Commander of the 21st The-
ater Sustainment Command, decorated him
with the Soaring Eagle Award.

The Lord Mayor of Kaiserslautern, Dr. Klaus
Weichel and all of the residents of the region
join with me in saying to Mr. Herzog: Ad
Multos Annos!

———

HONORING THE SERVICE AND
DEDICATION OF EMILY PHELPS

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to recognize Emily
Phelps for her contributions to Tennessee’s
Sixth Congressional District. As any member
of Congress knows, our legislative achieve-
ments and successful constituent services pro-
gram would not be possible without a cadre of
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great staff working behind the scenes. They
work long hours—often for little pay or rec-
ognition—and their service is simply invaluable
to those of us who serve in this esteemed
chamber. Throughout my 26 years in Con-
gress, | have been fortunate to have many
bright, able staff members with an interest in
serving their country by working in this body.
Today, I'd like to single out those who are
serving my constituents as my tenure comes
to a close.

Emily Phelps has served as my communica-
tions director throughout this last year of my
term. Even though | announced a year ago
that | was retiring, my staff and | have not
slowed down one bit since then. My legislative
efforts have continued, and Emily has done a
tremendous job of ensuring my constituents
know how new laws will affect their families
and their communities.

Emily has put in long hours and hard work
to manage outreach on Congress’ actions on
health care reform, the controversy sur-
rounding failing brakes in some Toyota mod-
els, and my efforts to ban imports of foreign-
generated nuclear waste. After floods ravaged
Tennessee this spring, Emily provided up-to-
the-minute reports about disaster assistance
through my website and outreach to local
media. While the Science and Technology
Committee’s communications director was out
on maternity leave, Emily split her time, assist-
ing with hearing, managing a press con-
ference related to the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill, and preparing for House consideration of
the America COMPETES Act.

Madam Speaker, Emily has a bright, contin-
ued future ahead of her in communications.
She is thoughtful, offers good ideas and in-
sight, maintains ease and comfort with report-
ers, and, as all good staff does, advocates an
alternative opinion rather than just agreeing
with the status quo.

My staff and | have enjoyed getting to know
Emily and having her in the office. Her easy-
going nature, with a touch of endearing quirki-
ness, is a pleasant counter to the clamor of
Congress. Emily, | thank you for helping me
accomplish so much this year, and | wish you
all the best.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE AND
DEDICATION OF CHRISTOPHER
RACKENS

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Christopher
Rackens for his contributions to the Sixth Dis-
trict of Tennessee while serving on my Wash-
ington, DC staff. As any member of Congress
knows, our legislative achievements and suc-
cessful constituent services programs would
not be possible without a cadre of great staff
working behind the scenes. They work long
hours—often for little pay or recognition—and
their service is simply invaluable to those of us
who serve in this esteemed chamber.
Throughout my 26 years in Congress, | have
been fortunate to have many bright, able staff
members with an interest in serving their
country by working in this body. Today, I'd like
to single out those who are serving my con-
stituents as my tenure comes to a close.
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