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Michigan University on winning the national
iOMe Challenge competition, which focused
on solutions to make the U.S. retirement sys-
tem solvent for future generations.

WMU’s proposal was the collaborative effort
of four students from the University’s Lee Hon-
ors College—Sam Demorest, Lauren Hearit,
Ashley Horvat, and Brad Kent—with the guid-
ance and encouragement of WMU Professor
Susan Hoffmann. The proposal submitted by
the WMU team was one of 41 entries sub-
mitted by schools in 17 states for the oppor-
tunity to travel to Washington and present
their ideas before Members of Congress. The
iOMe Challenge asked college students
across the country to think, analyze, and pro-
pose a solution addressing the issue of retire-
ment for future generations. The WMU team
analyzed every potential aspect of what life in
retirement could be four decades from now
and collaboratively put together a proposal
that directly meets the challenges that lie
ahead. The Western Michigan University
team’s project was selected by an inde-
pendent blue-ribbon panel who judged based
on content, style, economic soundness, and
accessibility to young Americans.

Certainly there are a number of proposals
for going about preserving the retirement sys-
tem, and | have been deeply impressed by the
recommendations of the team at Western
Michigan. Their objective analysis of our cur-
rent system and common retirement prepara-
tion practices, including each aspect’s
strengths and weaknesses, is sound and prag-
matic. The adaptability within our current sys-
tem allowed these students to provide cost
cutting solutions that actually raised benefits
for all Americans, while ensuring the system’s
long-term viability.

With a steadily aging population, significant
reforms will need to be made to ensure the re-
tirement system remains viable not only for to-
day’s retirees but generations to follow. To
simply continue to kick this issue further down
the road will only compound the problem for
future American retirees. That is why this
issue deserves constant attention from all
Americans, especially younger generations
who will be most greatly impacted. | commend
these four students at Western Michigan Uni-
versity for their leadership in taking up this dif-
ficult issue, in order to show that our nation’s
future leaders will not be ignored when we dis-
cuss possible solutions regarding our future
retirement problems.

Once again, congratulations to the team at
Western Michigan University. You make your
university, state, and nation very proud.

——

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. ANH “JOSEPH” CAO

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. CAO. Madam Speaker, pursuant to the
Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding earmarks | received as part of
H.R. 3326—the Defense Appropriations Act,
2010:

As requested by me, Rep. ANH “JOSEPH”
CA0, H.R. 3326—the Defense Appropriations
Act, 2010, provides for funding for the National
World War [l Museum Expansion in the
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amount of $10,000,000. This funding would be
used to design and construct the U.S. Free-
dom Pavilion and its exhibitions which teach
the importance of service to the nation, includ-
ing the importance of service in the United
States Armed Forces.

As requested by me, Rep. ANH “JOSEPH”
Ca0, H.R. 3326—the Defense Appropriations
Act, 2010, for Tulane University for Biosensors
for Defense Application in the amount of
$2,500,000. This funding will leverage Tulane
and Xavier Universities biosensor and risk as-
sessment technologies (which provide real-
time information about threats from bioter-
rorism and environmental polluters) program
to develop biologically derived sensors for de-
tecting pollutants and contaminants.

————

INTRODUCTION OF COLUMBIA
RIVER RESTORATION ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today
| am pleased to introduce the Columbia River
Restoration Act. The Columbia River is the
largest river in the Pacific Northwest, sup-
plying fishermen with jobs, serving as a rec-
reational resource, and providing power to the
Northwest. The river and its tributaries provide
significant ecological and economic benefits to
the Pacific Northwest and the entire country.
Approximately 8 million people, including my
constituents, inhabit the basin and depend on
its resources for their health and survival. The
14 hydropower dams in the Columbia Basin
provide over 75% of the power for the North-
west. Half of the 7.3 million acres of income
producing farm and ranch land in Idaho, Or-
egon, and Washington are irrigated with the
Columbia River; sales from these exceed $10
billion annually. Traditionally, the Columbia
and its tributaries have been the largest salm-
on producing river system in the world, with
annual returns peaking at up to 30 million fish.
Recognizing the rivers importance, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, EPA, des-
ignated the Columbia River as an Estuary of
National Significance in 1995 and a Large
Aquatic Ecosystem in 2006.

Sadly, after years of treating this great river
like a machine, we know that the Columbia
River is plagued by habitat loss and degraded
with dangerous PCBs and other chemical pol-
lutants that are detrimental to fish and wildlife,
including thirteen species of salmon and
steelhead listed under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act as threatened or endangered. Legacy
contaminants such as DDT that were banned
in the 1970s are still detected in juvenile Chi-
nook salmon. According to EPA and tribal sur-
veys, these contaminated fish are consumed
in large quantities by tribal populations, putting
them at risk. Other pesticides and contami-
nants, such as hormone disrupters from phar-
maceutical and personal care products, have
been found in the river and salmon and may
impair salmon growth, health, and reproduc-
tion. These contaminants threaten not only the
health of fish and wildlife, but the humans who
depend on them.

| am proud that stakeholders in the Colum-
bia Basin have come together in a partnership
including states, tribal governments, public
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and private entities, and key federal partners
to look with a hundred-year vision toward the
future of the river, and to clean it up and make
it a sustainable resource for generations. The
Lower Columbia River Partnership (LCREP),
for example, works to protect the estuary’s
ecosystem and its species, reduce pollution,
and provide information about the river to the
public. The partnership has restored 2,600
acres of habitat, opened 41.7 miles of stream
habitat, completed toxic and conventional pol-
lutant water quality monitoring, and engaged
in innovative public involvement and restora-
tion efforts in the region. LCREP has worked
with the EPA to complete a Comprehensive
Conservation and Management Plan to guide
recovery efforts in the lower basin. EPA has
also worked with stakeholders to develop a
Toxics Reduction Action Plan to reduce toxics
throughout the Basin. While there have been
numerous studies and projects for toxics re-
duction and habitat restoration on the river, it
is time for a broader, more comprehensive,
and better funded effort.

The bill | am introducing today would au-
thorize the EPA to work with LCREP, the
States of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, Co-
lumbia Basin tribal governments, local govern-
ments, citizen groups, industry, and other Fed-
eral agencies to develop and implement a col-
laborative and comprehensive strategy to in-
crease monitoring and reduce pollution in the
basin. Through a new Columbia River Pro-
gram Team located in EPA’s Region 10 Or-
egon Operations Office, EPA will assist and
support the implementation of the Toxics Ac-
tion and Comprehensive Plans to reduce
toxics, coordinate the major functions of the
Federal government related to the plans, track
progress toward meeting the goals and objec-
tives of the plans, and share this information
with the public. The legislation authorizes $40
million a year for this effort.

Restoration projects, toxic monitoring and
other activities associated with the restoration
effort will create between 700 and 900 jobs a
year in the region for biologists, construction
workers, and others. It will also enable the
river to continue supporting jobs in the farm-
ing, hydropower, recreation and transportation
industries.

| am pleased to be joined by some of my
colleagues in Oregon and Washington in intro-
ducing this legislation. | look forward to work-
ing with stakeholders in the Pacific Northwest
to move it quickly.

A TRIBUTE TO CLAUDIE C. ROYAL
HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, in
celebration of Black History Month, | want to
recognize Claudie C. Royal for his dedication
to the 19th Congressional District of Texas, as
well as his leadership in honoring Black His-
tory Month in Abilene, Texas. Although
Claudie passed away in 2008, the Abilene
community continues to carry on his memory
and the initiatives he started.

Claudie was born on February 15, 1945 in
Marlin, Texas, and raised in Abilene where he
graduated from Woodson High School. After
high school, Claudie married his high school
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sweetheart, Lula, on April 13, 1964. He also
attended Cisco Jr. College and was an active
member of Plum Street United Methodist
Church. For over 18 years, Claudie was em-
ployed by the Keebler Cookie Company.

Abilene remembers Claudie for planning
many community activities and for his bold-
ness in executing these plans. He dedicated
his life to the youth, the elderly, the truly dis-
advantaged and those in the community who
were not being treated fairly. He encouraged
others to become involved in the community.

In 1980, Claudie organized an annual march
honoring the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Today that annual march and associated ac-
tivities are widely acknowledged and partici-
pated in by the citizens of Abilene. In 1981,
Claudie was the driving force behind the de-
velopment of a park constructed in the com-
munity of Pasadena Heights in Abilene.
Through Claudie’s influence, the park was
named to honor Mr. Nelson Wilson, Sr., a
community leader and long time resident of
the city. In 1989, Claudie established
H.O.P.E., a successful organization devoted to
stopping and preventing youth drug use. In
1995, he was honored with the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Human Services Award. After his
death, the Abilene City Council permanently
named February 15 as Claudie C. Royal Day
to honor him.

Claudie was a strong Christian and family
man. Claudie and Lula had 5 children: Mi-
chael, Cedric, deceased, Michelle, Mitchell
and Matthias Royal, and five grandchildren:
Mylles, Michael Ryan, BriAnna, Myller, and
Mylliah.

During Black History Month, we pay tribute
to generations of African Americans who
struggled with adversity and made great con-
tributions to shaping our Nation. We should
keep in mind those who made a difference in
their communities, and Claudie Royal truly
made a difference in Abilene, Texas. The 19th
Congressional District thanks Claudie for the
imprint he left on his community. Even though
he is no longer with us, we remember his de-
voted service to Abilene.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. KING of lowa. Madam Speaker, on roll-
call No. 18, | was unable to vote because my
arrival in Washington from lowa was delayed
by severe winter weather. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea.”

HONORING PAUL WHITE
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to posthumously honor Paul White upon
being honored with the “Trail Blazers Award”
by the African American Museum. Mr. White
will be honored at the African American His-
tory Month Celebration and Banquet on Satur-
day, February 6th, 2010 in Fresno, California.
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Mr. Paul White was born on March 23, 1947
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. At age eleven
his mother passed away and he, along with
his five siblings, moved to Fresno, California
to be raised by their grandparents. He grad-
uated from Edison High School in 1962 and
attended Fresno City College where he played
basketball. He graduated from California State
University, Fresno with a Bachelors of Arts de-
gree and a Masters degree in Public Adminis-
tration.

Mr. White served the Fresno community for
over thirty years with distinguished careers in
health care administration, human resources
and social services. He was the first African
American Assistant Administrator at Saint
Agnes Hospital, Valley Medical Center and the
Fresno County Health Department. Mr. White
served as the Assistant Executive Director of
Fresno County Economics Opportunity Com-
mission for many years.

Outside of work, Mr. White was heavily in-
volved with various community organizations
including: the Black Infant Health Project, Ba-
bies First, the Marjaree Mason Center, March
of Dimes, the California Transplant Donor Net-
work, United Network of Organ Sharing, Mi-
nority Affairs Committee, Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and he served on the Board of Directors
for West Fresno Health Care Coalition, Inc.
For his dedicated service, Mr. White has also
been recognized and awarded by many orga-
nizations including: Fresno Metro Ministries,
the California Transplant Donor Network, the
United Black Men of Fresno, former California
Lieutenant Governor Cruz Bustamante and the
California State Senate and Assembly. Mr.
White passed away on March 17, 2005. He
and his wife, Sheila, had been married for
forty years. Together they raised six children
and had nine grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to post-
humously honor Paul White. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in honoring his life and
wishing the best for his family.

HONORING EVAN LYSACEK

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Evan Lysacek on winning an
Olympic gold medal in men’s figure skating.
Evan skated a breathtaking routine in both the
short program and free skate to reach the pin-
nacle of his sport on its greatest stage. All of
us in the Chicago area are proud not only of
what he has accomplished but also the way
he has represented himself, his family, the
state of lllinois and all of the United States.

Born in Chicago and raised in Naperville,
Evan attended Neuqua Valley High School,
where he graduated with honors. In Van-
couver, he became the first American man to
win gold in figure skating since Brian Boitano
in 1988. Evan was the U.S. Champion in 2007
and 2008 and World Champion in 2009, but
did not skate his best at the 2006 Olympics in
Torino, finishing fourth. His story of triumph
and redemption is one we can all learn from.
| wish Evan the best of luck in his figure skat-
ing career and beyond, and am so proud to
recognize him today.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, | regret that |
was unavoidably absent on Monday, February
22, 2010, due to a death in my family. Had |
been present for the two votes which oc-
curred, | would have voted “aye” on H.R.
4425, rollcall No. 49 and H.R. 4238, rollcall
No. 50.

——————

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, | submit the
following:

Priority Name: Thunder Radar Pod (TRP)

Appropriated Amount: $1.6 million

Account: Air Force—RDT&E

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Mid-
American Precision Products

Address of Requesting Entity: 1927 West
4th Street, Joplin, MO 64801

Description of Request: The use of taxpayer
funds is justified because the Air National
Guard (ANG) has an essential requirement to
provide its F-16 fighter forces with all-weather,
day & night strike and situational awareness
capability that will complement its current EO/
IR capability with the Advanced Targeting
Pods. This capability can only be provided
with an airborne Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) that is capable of seeing through cloud
cover, inclement weather, and smoke ob-
scured targets or areas of interest. Lack of an
all weather targeting capability will continue to
limit the USAF’s ability to effectively fulfill its
Destruction of Enemy Air Defense (DEAD)
tasking regardless of weather and allow the
enemy to operate unfettered in poor
metrological conditions. This all-weather
DEAD capability will not be realized until ap-
proximately 2018 with the fielding of a like ca-
pability in the F-35, making the procurement
of the TRP in the near-term time frame critical.

RETIREMENT OF MARIE RICHARD

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, after
more than fifty years of working for The Beau-
mont Enterprise newspaper, Marie Richard
has decided to retire. She is the longtime as-
sistant to the editor and very well known
throughout the company and the community.

She began her newspaper career in 1959.
At the age of twenty, she started working for
the Beaumont Enterprise newspaper, and now
at the age of seventy, she is ending her won-
derful career.

She is recognized for fortifying relationships
with the newspaper’s customers; an aspect of
her job she has enjoyed the most. She is also
recognized for her work with the newspaper’s
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