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spur economic growth in America, and assist
the vast majority of Americans, many of whom
are struggling through a recovering economy.

In January 2001, when | was sworn-in as a
new member of Congress, President Clinton
was ending his second-term, and the Federal
Government was projected to run a 10-year
surplus of $5.6 trillion. During the eight years
of the Clinton administration, the U.S. econ-
omy created 21 million private sector jobs and
incomes of middle-class families were rising. It
was a time of economic prosperity. Tax rates
allowed America to grow, fully pay for the cost
of the Federal Government, and reduce the
national debt. These years proved that re-
sponsible fiscal policymaking and a strong
economy were not compatible with the Repub-
lican governing ideology we see today.

Only weeks into my first-term, President
George W. Bush Republican leaders in Con-
gress made cutting taxes and massive in-
creases of federal spending their priorities. In
2001 and 2003, Republicans in Congress
passed the Bush tax cuts at a cost to the fed-
eral budget of $2.3 trillion. |1 voted against
these tax cuts because they were fiscally irre-
sponsible and unnecessary. During the Bush
presidency, | also voted against the pre-
emptive war in Iraq and the Medicare Part D
giveaway to the pharmaceutical industry.
Combined these irresponsible policies added
$4 trillion to our national debt in less than 10
years.

Today, our country is slowly recovering from
a severe economic recession, private sector
jobs are starting to be created, and families
across America are fighting to get ahead.
President Obama and Democrats in Congress
have taken aggressive actions to create and
save jobs while preventing a second Great
Depression from crippling our economy.

The 2001 and 2003 Bush tax cuts are
scheduled to sunset at the end of this month.
Republicans included a sunset in those laws
because exposing the real cost of making
them permanent threatened congressional
support. In other words, the cost of the tax
cuts were so fiscally unsustainable that Re-
publicans were forced to allow them to expire,
placing their fate in the hands of a future Con-
gress.

With these tax cuts about to expire and the
federal budget in crisis, it is time for honesty
with the American people and responsible pol-
icymaking. At a time when federal taxes are
the lowest share of GDP since 1950 and the
budget deficit is at $1.3 trillion, we should all
have concerns about our country’s fiscal fu-
ture. At the same time, we have a fragile
economy and high unemployment which is
squeezing middle-class families. Congress has
hard choices to make on taxation, spending,
and entitlements that will impact our economy,
our federal budget, and the long-term security
of our families.

To protect the economy until robust job
growth returns, | will vote in favor of the Mid-
dle Class Tax Relief Act of 2010 (HR. 4853),
which extends the middle-class tax cuts on
taxable earnings of up to $250,000 and up to
$200,000 for individuals. Under this legislation,
97 percent of American families and small
businesses will receive a tax cut. It includes
an extension of marriage penalty relief, the
earned income tax credit, and the $1,000 child
tax credit. In addition, the bill also permanently
extends the reduced rates on capital gains
and dividends for middle income families.
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For the wealthiest 3 percent of Americans,
| do not support extending the Bush tax cuts.
The cost of extending these cuts would cost
the American taxpayer $700 billion dollars
over the next 10 years. History shows that tax
cuts for the wealthiest Americans are the
wrong way to strengthen the economy and do
not create jobs. President Bush had the worst
jobs record of any President since the Great
Depression, actually shrinking the private sec-
tor by and losing 4.6 million American manu-
facturing jobs over eight years. At a time when
we have soaring budget deficits, our country
simply cannot afford to borrow the $700 billion
cost of these tax giveaways just to give the
most fortunate Americans another tax break.

The passage of H.R. 4853 will help millions
of middle class families all across the nation
weather the economic storm, while letting the
tax cuts for wealthiest Americans expire. Con-
gress has an obligation to work to sustain this
economic recovery, help the private sector
create jobs, and ensure the long-term fiscal
well-being of the Federal Government. This is
a critical time for our country and | believe we
must work together to provide tax relief to the
middle class families hit hardest by the reces-
sion. | urge my colleagues to join me in voting
for the Middle Class Tax Relief Act of 2010.

————
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Jasmine Danielle Velazquez.

Jasmine Danielle Velazquez is a natural
born leader. Growing up in Bushwick, Brook-
lyn in her grandmother’s three-family house,
she realized at an early age the effects of eco-
nomic disparities. She saw her grandmother at
her ripe age of 70 remain a staple in the com-
munity, making sure that the community was
treated with dignity and respect by all its in-
habitants and visitors. Jasmine noticed that
families were simply doing what it took to sur-
vive and experienced the real meaning of “it
takes a village to raise a child.”

That village helped Jasmine stay on a fo-
cused track. She was accepted into a special-
ized middle school in East Harlem, Manhattan
East Junior High School, where she devel-
oped her love of the arts and leadership, be-
coming Vice President of the Student Body in
8th grade. Jasmine went on to attend a pres-
tigious Catholic school in the Bronx, Mt. St.
Ursula. Catholic school was a very unique ex-
perience. Although Jasmine was not used to
the structure of Catholic education, she blos-
somed academically.

At the age of 17, Jasmine had an unex-
pected life altering decision to make—she was
pregnant. Jasmine decided that she would not
become a statistic as another African Amer-
ican/Latina teen mother. She gave birth to her
daughter, graduated from high school early,
and enrolled into Fordham University.

During her tenure at Fordham, Jasmine was
incredibly active. She became the President of
the Black Student Union her junior year,
where she advocated for students’ rights. Jas-
mine was awarded the W.E.B. DuBois Award
for Academic Excellence as well as the Senior
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Leadership Award for Outstanding Leadership.
She received her Bachelor's of Arts at Ford-
ham University, majoring in African and Afri-
can American Studies as well as Communica-
tions and Media Studies in 2008.

Jasmine was accepted into the esteemed
Teach for America program where she taught
as a Special Education Teacher at P.S. 165 in
Brownsville, Brooklyn. Jasmine currently
teaches at Geoffrey Canada’s Harlem Chil-
dren’s Zone Promise Academy Upper Elemen-
tary/Middle School, where she is a Learning
Specialist teaching students with special
needs in small groups. Jasmine loves her job
and wants to advocate for families on a larger
scale.

This year, Jasmine ran for District Leader/
State Committeewoman in Brooklyn’s 50th As-
sembly District, which covers Greenpoint, Wil-
liamsburg, Fort Greene, and Clinton Hill. She
ran against longtime incumbent Linda Minucci
who has been serving as District Leader for
over 26 years. Jasmine did not win the race,
but she will continue advocating for people in
her community and advance her political ca-
reer.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the achievements of
Jasmine Danielle Velazquez.
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Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, | wish
today to honor one of the most well-known
and respected attorneys from my district.

Bill Banks recently passed away at the age
of 82. He practiced law in Knoxville for more
than 50 years, and | do not know another per-
son who respected and honored the profes-
sion more than Bill.

He graduated from the University of Ten-
nessee Law School in 1950 when there were
many fewer attorneys than there are today. As
the legal profession grew and more law prac-
tices opened, Bill became a leader among his
peers.

| have nothing but fond memories of him
from my own time as a lawyer and judge in
Knoxville.

Bill's love of the law and government was
not just limited to his practice. He also served
on the Knox County Election Commission for
many years and was instrumental in the tran-
sition from paper to machine voting in Knox
County.

He also served admirably in the Korean War
as an officer with the United Nations War
Crimes Commission. His work during the war
earned him a citation for meritorious service.

Those who knew Bill knew a humble and
kind man devoted to his family and faith. He
was a long-time member of Washington Pike
United Methodist Church.

His community involvement included the
Knoxville Elks Lodge, where he rose to the
rank of Exalted Ruler and Trustee. He was
also an active Mason and was a member of
the Burlington Masonic Lodge, the Scottish
Rite and Kerbela Temple in Knoxville.

| had the privilege of knowing Bill Banks
personally and considered him to be a good
friend for almost 40 years.
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He was one of the finest men | have ever
known, and he touched thousands of people
in good and positive ways throughout his life.

| extend my condolences to Bill's daughter
and son, Betsy and David; four grandchildren;
brother, John; and sister, Allene. His absence
will surely be felt in Knoxville, but Bill’s life will
be celebrated as an example of one lived with
a dedication to what truly matters: God, family,
and community.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today, with my colleague, Congressman MIKE
THOMPSON, to recognize Steven M. Woodside
who is retiring after 11 years as Sonoma
County Counsel.

The 43-person County Counsel office, pro-
vides legal services to county departments,
more than 25 special districts, as well as to
the Board of Supervisors, the Grand Jury, Ag-
ricultural Preservation and Open Space Dis-
trict, Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit District
(SMART), Sonoma County Water Agency
(SCWA), Sonoma County Retirement Associa-
tion (SCERA), Local Agency Formation Com-
mission (LAFCO), and the Sonoma County
Transportation Authority (SCTA).

County Counsel attorneys regularly appear
in court on behalf of County departments on
such matters as juvenile dependency cases,
code enforcement actions, bail recovery, and
mental health competency hearings.

During his tenure, Mr. Woodside reduced
his department’s operating costs and depend-
ency on county general funds and organized
the office into four practice teams, Land Use,
Health and Human Services, Litigation and
Justice, and Infrastructure. He encouraged his
staff to become involved in state-wide issues
and many of his team are now recognized
leaders and experts in child dependency
issues, land use and energy independence
programs, endangered species and natural re-
source protection.

Mr. Woodside has served as a member and
Chair of the Statewide County Litigation Co-
ordination Committee from 1992 through the
present and in this capacity, helped coordinate
the participation of California’s 58 counties in
litigation of statewide significance. As Chair of
the State Assessed Property Tax Committee
of the California Association of Counties, he
was the chief negotiator on a successful billion
dollar property tax settlement action.

His other professional affiliations include
serving as President and member of the
Board of Directors of the County Counsels’
Association of California and Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Law and member of the Board of
Visitors at Santa Clara University School of
Law.

Mr. Woodside has a dual Bachelor of Arts
degree from the University of California, Davis
and Santa Cruz and a Juris Doctor from Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley School of Law
(Boalt Hall). Upon graduation from law school,
he joined the Santa Clara County Counsel’s
office and eventually was named head of the
department.
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Madam Speaker, Steven Woodside has
spent most of his career in public service to
the people of the State of California. It is
therefore appropriate that we recognize and
honor him today and wish him well in his re-
tirement. him well in his retirement.

————
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Ms. Maritza Rodriguez, for
her dedication to the field of education.

Since 1971, Mrs. Rodriguez has nurtured
her neighborhood, church and community.
With over thirty years of her professional and
personal life dedicated to public service, Mrs.
Rodriguez represents the best qualities of ex-
cellence in education.

Mrs. Rodriguez is the Supervising School
Aide at P.S. 950, The Eastwood School. She
is tasked with overseeing school aides, a re-
sponsibility she has skillfully carried out for
over ten vyears. In addition to this, Mrs.
Rodriguez endlessly contributes to school ini-
tiatives. Whenever a stage needs to be de-
signed for a school production, Mrs. Rodriguez
is always ready and willing to assist. When the
school building needs to be decorated for an
event or holiday, she takes the lead until the
task is complete. Mrs. Rodriguez’s sense of
commitment is strong; even when a task in-
volves working above and beyond her work
schedule, she undertakes it without reserva-
tion. Her discipline and work ethic have been
honored by numerous awards and commenda-
tions.

In addition to her professionalism, Mrs.
Rodriguez has outstanding interpersonal skills;
she is known for her great sense of humor
and positive attitude. According to Mrs.
Rodriguez, “the most important things in life
aren’t things.” She embodies this motto by
selflessly serving others and being a constant
source of inspiration to those around her.

It should be noted that Mrs. Rodriguez was
born in New York City, where she has spent
most of her adult life, and is a product of the
city’s educational system. Mrs. Rodriguez has
been married to Mr. Daniel Rodriguez for thir-
ty-one years and is the proud mother of two
children: Baron and Alexandra. She is also
proud to be the grandmother of her first grand-
child, Nikoleta Danielle Roussinos.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the achievements of
Ms. Maritza Rodriguez.

——————

HEALTHY, HUNGER-FREE KIDS
ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 1, 2010

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of S. 3307, the Healthy, Hun-
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ger-Free Kids Act. It's a well known fact that
children in this country are not as healthy as
they need to be. We have a responsibility to
provide our children with the opportunity to
lead a healthy lifestyle and this includes in-
creasing their access to healthy foods. This
bill makes historic strides toward providing nu-
tritious lunches in schools and will ensure that
we give children the opportunity to get a
healthy start early in life.

Obesity is a serious threat to the health of
our nation’s children. Nationally, more than 23
million children are obese or overweight. Over
24 percent of children ages 2 to 5 are already
overweight or obese. With obesity beginning
at such an early age, it is becoming ever more
important to intervene early. Obese kids are
increasingly likely to become obese adults and
are more susceptible to the chronic diseases
that are costing our health care system billions
of dollars each year. Childhood obesity is also
a national defense concern as more and more
young adults are ineligible for military service.

Kids that learn healthy eating habits early in
life are likely to carry them into adulthood.
Healthy eating also increases concentration
during the school day. The Healthy, Hunger-
Free Kids Act will address the issue of child-
hood by applying nutritional standards to all
food sold in schools, strengthen school-
wellness policies and improve the overall
health of school environments for the first
time. It also streamlines the process for enroll-
ment in the free and reduced lunch program,
making it easier for low- income families to en-
roll and participate in this program, ensuring
that a healthy meal is provided to the children
who need it most.

Not only does this bill increase access and
improve the quality of foods in the school
lunch program, it also reauthorizes the
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program
and makes historic reforms to the Child and
Adult Care Food Program (CACFP). The
CACFP helps provide funding for meals and
snacks served to children and adults receiving
day care and youths participating in after-
school care programs. The Healthy, Hungry-
Free Kids Act includes provisions from my
Healthy CHOICES Act that for the first time
will increase healthy eating and wellness in
child care through the establishment of higher
nutrition standards for providers participating
in CACFP.

The bill will also expand after-school dinner
programs for at-risk children nationwide by re-
imbursing states for providing meals. In total,
this will provide an additional 21 million meals
to at-risk children annually. CACFP program
administration will be streamlined, reducing
paperwork and increasing efficiency for pro-
viders. There are currently 4,435 CACFP sites
in Wisconsin that serve over 22 million meals
and snacks to children and adults each year.
The reforms in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids
Act will allow CACFP in Wisconsin to provide
healthier meals to a greater number of individ-
uals.

| urge all of my colleagues to come together
to put our kids first by passing this bill today.
The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act contains
the most significant improvements to child nu-
trition programs in more than 30 years and is
fully paid for. We owe it to the health and well-
being of our children to come together today
and do what is right, pass this bill.
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