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to communicate better with the rest of the
world. She explained that he never would do
anything to harm them.

Judy Gross tells me that Alan is a family
man. He is a very devoted son who called his
mother every morning. She is 88 years old
and fears she may never see him again. She
is emotionally distraught about Alan’s situa-
tion, and this is translating into a decline in her
physical health.

There are times that we come to the House
floor to engage in impassioned policy debates.
There are times when we argue amongst our-
selves about the right direction for U.S.-Cuba
relations. Now is not one of those times.

Madam Speaker, today, on the eve of the
one-year anniversary of Alan Gross’ imprison-
ment, | stand in this chamber to plea for
Alan’s release. Not just for Alan’s sake, but for
the sake of his wife, his mother and his two
daughters, | urge the Cuban government to
immediately release Alan Gross.

———

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE NA-
TIVE HAWAIIAN MEDICAID COV-
ERAGE ACT OF 2010

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 2, 2010

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Native Hawaiian Medicaid
Coverage Act of 2010. This legislation is a
companion to S. 52, which was introduced
earlier this year by Senator DANIEL K. INOUYE.

This legislation would allow for 100 percent
coverage under the Federal Medicaid Assist-
ance Percent (FMAP) formula for Native Ha-
waiians who are Medicaid eligible and access
care from Federally Qualified Health Centers
or through the Native Hawaiian Health Care
System.

Native Hawaiians, like American Indians and
Alaska Natives, are an indigenous, native peo-
ple. Currently, states receive a 100 percent
FMAP reimbursement for health care services
provided through Indian Health Services facili-
ties. The bill 1 am introducing today would
bring parity in the treatment of our country’s
Native peoples.

Congress has previously recognized the
unique and historical relationship between the
United States and the indigenous people of
Hawaii. | ask for my colleagues’ continued
support for the health and wellbeing of Native
Hawaiians.

HONORING RORY KENNEDY

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 2, 2010

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Rory Kennedy, my cousin,
for delivering the keynote address at the open-
ing of the Robert F. Kennedy Community
Schools Complex in Los Angeles, California
on September 13, 2010. Named after U.S.
Senator Robert F. Kennedy, Rory’s father and
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my uncle, the schools are devoted to social
justice. Rory’s work on behalf of the young
people of Los Angeles is simply remarkable.

On September 13, the six pilot schools that
make up the Robert F. Kennedy Community
Schools Complex began instructing students
in grades kindergarten through 12 on its cam-
pus located in the Pico-Union/Korea Town
neighborhood of Los Angeles. The schools are
located on the site of the former Ambassador
Hotel and because of the historic nature of the
site, there were legal challenges to converting
the site to a school. Community members and
organizations, including RFK-12, came to-
gether to advocate for a local school. In 2005,
the Los Angeles Unified School District School
Board and Superintendent Roy Romer ap-
pointed the Robert F. Kennedy Commission to
provide recommendations on how to memori-
alize Senator Kennedy’s life. The commission
was chaired by former California Supreme
Court Justice Cruz Reynoso, and included a
number of civic leaders.

The Commission’s major recommendation
called for a social justice theme to permeate
the curriculum, extending from kindergarten
through high school that would reflect Senator
Kennedy’s commitment throughout his public
life.

The schools activities include: the creation
of a foundation guided by an Advisory Com-
mittee that will help to fund social-justice re-
lated activities and act as a resource for the
schools on establishing relationships with
community service groups outside the school
locally and in the larger world, a speakers pro-
gram, a fellows program that will bring emerg-
ing and established leaders to the school, and
the creation of a public park recalling the in-
spirational speeches by the Senator and oth-
ers.

The pilot schools are innovative small
schools that have charter-like autonomy over
their budget, curriculum and assessment, gov-
ernance, schedule and staffing, but are part of
the public school system.

Rory has been instrumental in the improve-
ment of public education in Los Angeles. |
wish her all the best as she continues her im-
portant work on behalf of young people. She
will continue to carry my own admiration, and
that of all who have had the privilege to work
with her.

————

RECOGNIZING FOUNDCARE
HEALTH CENTER AS THE FIRST
FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH
CENTER LOOK-ALIKE IN THE
STATE OF FLORIDA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 2, 2010

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize FoundCare Health
Center (FoundCare) in West Palm Beach,
Florida, which recently received Federally
Qualified Health Center (FQHC) Look-Alike
status. As you know, the FQHC Program is
administered by the Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA) of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and des-
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ignates health centers that provide essential
primary and preventive health care services to
low-income, medically underserved, and vul-
nerable populations that traditionally have lim-
ited access to affordable services and face the
greatest barriers to care. FoundCare’s mission
to provide health care services to all people,
regardless of their ability to pay, is to be
lauded.

The designation of FoundCare Health Cen-
ter as the first FQHC Look-Alike in the State
of Florida is a true testament to health care re-
form and expanding access to affordable,
quality health care for all. At a time when mil-
lions of Americans are unemployed and unin-
sured, FoundCare provides an invaluable
service to the community and is a vital compo-
nent in our nation’s health care network. The
sad reality is that more than a quarter million
children and adults in Palm Beach County are
uninsured. To make matters worse, 60 percent
of the uninsured are eligible for some type of
insurance program but are not enrolled. It is
unconscionable that so many families and in-
dividuals continue to suffer when help is avail-
able to them.

FoundCare provides essential primary and
preventive health care services to those who
might otherwise forgo medical care for them-
selves and their children. To best meet the
needs of its patients, it operates with ex-
panded hours to accommodate families, pro-
vides multilingual services in English, Spanish,
French and Creole, employs efficient elec-
tronic medical records systems of care, and
will soon also provide dental and pharmacy
services. Furthermore, FoundCare helps indi-
viduals navigate the application process for
Medicare, Medicaid, Florida KidCare, and
other programs, and, together with Project Ac-
cess partners, makes sure that patients can
also access the specialty care they need.
When fully funded, FoundCare has the capac-
ity for more than 10,000 unduplicated patients
per year. This is truly remarkable.

| have had the privilege of being involved
with this visionary project from the start and
am continually amazed by the extraordinary
dedication and compassion of the men and
women who work at FoundCare. Since it
opened its doors in January 2009, FoundCare
has provided access to quality health care for
over 2,400 new uninsured and underinsured
Palm Beach County residents. Currently, 77
percent of FoundCare’s patients, who range in
age from infancy to 84 and are nearly two-
thirds female, do not have health insurance. In
addition, more than 70 percent of patients
have incomes below the federal poverty level.
They visited FoundCare an average of nearly
three times per year for various health con-
cerns, including hypertension, diabetes, infec-
tious disease, asthma, obesity, and women’s
health.

Madam Speaker, FoundCare’s commitment
to improving community health is an inspira-
tion to us all. There is no doubt in my mind
that, at this rate, it will soon become a Feder-
ally Qualified Health Center. As we recognize
FoundCare’s tremendous success, | would like
to take this opportunity to thank each and
every member of the FoundCare team for all
the hard work that they continue to do on be-
half of their community and the health of our
nation as a whole.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
ALBERT “AL” POMBO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 2, 2010

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Albert “Al” Pombo who passed
away on November 19, 2010. Al Pombo was
an extraordinary man and a favorite of racing
fans throughout California, but also a personal
hero of mine. | ask that portions of an article
published by The Fresno Bee be entered into
the RECORD.

Al kissed bumpers and babies in a hard-
charging auto racing career in the Central
Valley that often angered competitors while
captivating fans, young and old, died Friday
at Veterans Hospital in Fresno. He was 85.

‘“He was just talented, very good—he was
the best,” another former Valley racer, Dan
Green, said Saturday of Mr. Pombo, who
launched his career at Merced Speedway in
the jalopy class in 1948, went on to compete
in dirt cars, hardtops, sprint cars and super
modifieds and won more than 500 main
events, seven NASCAR supermodified titles
and numerous championships at short tracks
throughout California before he retired in
1971.

He actually came out of retirement for one
final race, driving Al Brazil’s circle No. 3
sprint car at Clovis Speedway in 1976. ‘““They
broke the mold when they made him,” Kings
Speedway promoter Dave Swindell once said
of Mr. Pombo, the state’s top hardtop racer
in the 1960s. Kenny Takeuchi, a former an-
nouncer at Kearney Bowl and other tracks
across the state, once said: ‘“‘He was dedi-
cated to the sport. Whether it’s God-given or
not, he had real driving talent and competi-
tion never fazed him. He was also good on
dirt or pavement, and that’s rare to find
today.”” Mr. Pombo was particularly dedi-
cated to the Valley. ‘“‘He had the ability to
go back East,”” Green said, ‘‘but he never did
really care about going on to Indy and the
big time. He was a local guy and very few
people beat him.”

Mr. Pombo fancied the tight, quarter-mile
oval at the old Kearney Bowl, where his
duels with Marshall Sargent riveted the Val-
ley racing audience in the 1950s and ’60s and
helped pump racing blood back into the
hearts of those still mourning the 1955 Indi-
anapolis 500 loss of Fresno icon Billy
Vukovich Sr.

It was at Kearney Bowl—once Fresno Air-
port Speedway, and then Italian Park Speed-
way—where Vukovich forged his career from
1936-47 behind the wheel of the little red
““0Old Ironsides’ before crowds approaching
20,000 that routinely arrived for Sunday
night midgets. It was primarily there and at
Clovis Speedway that Mr. Pombo developed a
Valley fan following arguably only exceeded
by Vukovich in the region’s history of auto
racing.

Mr. Pombo’s popularity hardly faded deep
into his retirement as it was common to see
him in recent years smooching babies and
being swarmed by kids and adults at auto-
graph sessions at Valley tracks. He couldn’t
be torn away from his passion, even though
he used a wheelchair in his final months. He
made his last appearance, signing his hats,
T-shirts and pictures per usual, Oct. 22-23 at
the Trophy Cup at Tulare’s Thunderbowl
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Raceway. Mr. Pombo was taken there by
longtime friend Paul Reiter, his designated
driver for years. And, to the end, Reiter wit-
nessed many who bowed to the icon. ‘““‘People
from way back would tell their kids to shake
this man’s hands, the legend of all time,”
said Reiter, a former soda vendor at Kearney
Bowl. ‘‘People would tell him, ‘You’re the
greatest driver ... you gave us sO many
nights of thrills . . . I met my wife at the
track and watched your whole career.’

Most memorable were the duels with Sar-
gent that found metal to metal and occa-
sional fist to fist. So intense was their ri-
valry, bleacher brawling was common among
fans fighting in defense of one or the other
racers. And so prominent in Valley racing
annals, a tribute is still paid in the form of
the annual Pombo-Sargent Classic at Kings
Speedway. ‘“We were always the best friends
in the world,” once said Pombo, also name-
sake of the Al Pombo Classic that continues
at Madera Speedway. ‘‘But when the green
flag dropped, we’d come out fighting. Some-
times, we’d mix it up a bit, but we’d always
end up in the bar partying.”’

Daughter of A1 Pombo’s son, Tony, she said
her grandfather hadn’t walked since falling
and breaking his hip in late June. Since, he
had remained at Fresno’s Veterans Hospital.
And it was there that Reiter would pick him
up, drive him to tracks in Tulare,
Chowchilla, Madera and Hanford, and return
him the same night, as late as 2 a.m. ‘“He
loved kids, he loved people, he loved every-
body,” Reiter said. ‘““You couldn’t ask for a
better guy. He was my hero.”

Al was born in the Azores on June 3, 1925.
He is preceded in death by his wife Pat, and
children Diana, David, and Albert Jr. Al is
survived by his children, Alisa and Larry
McDonald, Patty Micheli, Debbie Pombo,
Tony and Susan Pombo, Pat Ruch, and fif-
teen grandchildren and eleven great-grand-
children.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in remembering the life of this remarkable
man, and one of my personal heroes, as we
offer our condolences to his family and cele-
brate his memory and service to our commu-
nity and California.

HONORING DR. NORMAN WALL

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 2, 2010

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to offer my congratulations on Dr. Nor-
man Wall being honored for his many con-
tributions to the foundation of the Sheba Med-
ical Center in Tel Hashomer, Israel and his
continued involvement in medical advance-
ments both in the United States and in Israel.

He used his role as a medical officer in the
U.S. Army during World War Il to help estab-
lish what is now lIsrael's largest hospital and
research center. Dr. Wall has not stopped giv-
ing back to the community both here and
abroad. Since his move to Orlando in 1995,
he has made a great impact on the Florida
Hospital community.

| greatly appreciate his service in the U.S.
Army and his many contributions in the field of
medicine. Dr. Wall has a true grasp of the
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concept of tikkun olam and | am inspired by
his commitment to making the world a better
place.

——————

HONORING SUMMER KENNEDY

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 2, 2010

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Summer Kennedy, my
cousin, for her stewardship in the opening of
the Robert F. Kennedy Community Schools
Complex in Los Angeles, California on Sep-
tember 13, 2010. Named after U.S. Senator
Robert F. Kennedy, Summer’s father and my
uncle, the schools are devoted to social jus-
tice. Summer's work on behalf of the young
people of Los Angeles is simply remarkable.

On September 13, the six pilot schools that
make up the Robert F. Kennedy Community
Schools Complex began instructing students
in grades kindergarten through 12th on its
campus located in the Pico-Union/Korea Town
neighborhood of Los Angeles. The schools are
located on the site of the former Ambassador
Hotel and because of the historic nature of the
site, there were legal challenges to converting
the site to a school. Community members and
organizations, including RFK-12, came to-
gether to advocate for a local school. In 2005,
the Los Angeles Unified School District School
Board and Superintendent Roy Romer ap-
pointed the Robert F. Kennedy Commission to
provide recommendations on how to memori-
alize Senator Kennedy’s life. The commission
was chaired by former California Supreme
Court Justice Cruz Reynoso, and included a
number of civic leaders.

The Commission’s major recommendation
called for a social justice theme to permeate
the curriculum, extending from kindergarten
through high school that would reflect Senator
Kennedy’s commitment throughout his public
life.

The schools activities include: the creation
of a foundation guided by an Advisory Com-
mittee that will help to fund social-justice re-
lated activities and act as a resource for the
schools on establishing relationships with
community service groups outside the school
locally and in the larger world, a speakers pro-
gram, a fellows program that will bring emerg-
ing and established leaders to the school, and
the creation of a public park recalling the in-
spirational speeches by the Senator and oth-
ers.

The pilot schools are innovative small
schools that have charter-like autonomy over
their budget, curriculum and assessment, gov-
ernance, schedule and staffing, but are part of
the public school system.

Summer has been instrumental in the im-
provement of public education in Los Angeles.
| wish her all the best as she continues her
important work on behalf of young people.
She will continue to carry my own admiration,
and that of all who have had the privilege to
work with her.
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