November 29, 2010

Michigan’s youngest citizens receive the child
support owed them and the unit is on track to
collect over $100 million by early 2011. His
expanded efforts to keep children safe while
online have resulted in the arrest of 258 inter-
net sexual predators, making Michigan’s Inter-
net Predator Unit one of the most productive
in the country. Cox’s office developed the
Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative. This innova-
tive program has reached more than a half
million.

With his unwavering commitment to all citi-
zens, Michigan Attorney General Mike Cox
has actively sought to protect our vulnerable
senior citizens from unscrupulous caregivers,
testified before Congress in defense of the
embattled auto industry and led the fight to
keep dangerously invasive Asian Carp from
destroying our bountiful Great Lakes.

Madam Speaker, during his distinguished
career, Attorney General has bettered the
lives of countless Michiganders. As he em-
barks upon the next chapter of his life with his
beloved wife Laura and his children Lindsey,
Sinead, Conor and Rory, | ask my colleagues
to join me in applauding his legendary leader-
ship, and in thanking him for his unfaltering
service to our community and our country.

TAXPAYER RECEIPT ACT OF 2010

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, Oliver
Wendell Holmes said “taxes are the price we
pay for a civilized society” and taxes are a
very big topic in our national debate today.
How much federal income tax people pay and
what those taxes buy is not well understood
by many Americans. It is hard and com-
plicated to figure out. Very little information
about how tax revenues are spent is ever
made available to the American people. This
results in significant misinformation. For exam-
ple, a Washington Post and Kaiser Foundation
poll found that by a margin of two to one,
Americans believe that the federal government
spends more on foreign aid than on either So-
cial Security or Medicare. This is why | am in-
troducing the Taxpayer Receipt Act of 2010.
This bill requires the Secretary of the Treasury
to provide each taxpayer with a simple annual
statement explaining how his or her federal in-
come tax dollars were spent.

Similar to the annual Social Security state-
ment, the Taxpayer Receipt will show the tax-
payer’s income tax liability, the amount of the
liability spent on major spending categories,
and the actual federal outlays for each cat-
egory. It will also provide information on the
state of the deficit and the 10 costliest tax
breaks for that year. This simple annual Tax-
payer Receipt will provide clear and consistent
information to taxpayers that will serve to edu-
cate taxpayers on government spending—a
subject full of misinformation.

Thomas Jefferson once said, “Information is
the currency of democracy.” To that end, pro-
viding Americans with information and trans-
parency on government spending is essential
to maintaining the strength and health of our
democracy.
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TO SUPPORT THE NUCLEAR EN-
ERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT ACT OF 2010

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 29, 2010

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to support H.R.
5866, the Nuclear Energy Research and De-
velopment Act of 2010.

| am proud to see this vital piece of legisla-
tion up for consideration under suspension of
the rules today. My colleagues and | on the
Science and Technology Committee worked
tirelessly on this bill which amends the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 to modify and augment ex-
isting nuclear research and development pro-
grams at the Department of Energy. This leg-
islation is an important step in ensuring the
next generation of affordable and safe nuclear
energy.

Our country should focus on creating envi-
ronmentally safe and economically sustainable
nuclear energy in order to reduce reliance on
fossil-fuel resources. | was pleased the
Science and Technology Committee included
an amendment | offered during the Energy
and Environment Subcommittee Markup on
July 27th, 2010 which is now section 13 of
H.R. 5866. Section 13 calls for the Secretary
of Energy to work with the National Acad-
emies to conduct a long-term operating study
of our Nation’s existing nuclear power plants.

We need to know how long these facilities
can last safely and what can be done to main-
tain these plants better. We should also iden-
tify what major impediments are threatening
their long-term operational viability. To help
transition to a low carbon economy, Congress
needs these questions answered.

The United States currently has 104 reac-
tors in 31 States that generate approximately
20 percent of our nation’s electricity. Data indi-
cates that it is possible that one-third of nu-
clear facilities in our country will be retired in
the next 20-25 years. Given that nuclear
power provides approximately 20 percent of
the electricity in the United States, this topic is
of critical national concern.

Many existing nuclear facilities in the U.S.
are nearing the end of their initial 40-year li-
censes. Many of these facilities are likely to
seek and receive license renewals for an addi-
tional 20 years. As the demand for low-carbon
electricity grows, it is not too soon to identify
options for these plants beyond the 60-year
mark. The dearth of new nuclear units neces-
sitates that our current nuclear infrastructure
must continue to operate reliability, safely, and
efficiently.

In the U.S. there are 59 nuclear plants that
have reapplied for licenses through the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission for an additional
20 years, taking the age of their plants from
40 to 60. The need to demonstrate the tech-
nical and financial feasibility of extending the
life of nuclear facilities beyond 60 years is evi-
dent. Madam Speaker, the best way to lower
energy costs is to identify and implement af-
fordable clean energy.

| would like to thank Chairman BART GOR-
DON for introducing this critical legislation. |
urge my colleagues to support this important
legislation in order to shed some light on the
best path forward for our National Nuclear
R&D strategy.
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PROVIDING RELIEF TO THE
UNEMPLOYED

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 29, 2010

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, the
current recession has impacted the lives of
millions of American families. Unemployment
rates in the past 3 years have reached record
highs, with competition for employment so
steep that roughly five Americans compete for
every available job. Providing meaningful relief
to the unemployed in these scarce times is, by
definition, our responsibility as legislators.

To get through these hard times, millions of
unemployed Americans are raiding their retire-
ment savings to put food on the table. In
2007, over 34 million Americans participated
in their employer-sponsored retirement plans,
and over 20 million Americans had an Indi-
vidual Retirement Account. Unfortunately,
withdrawing retirement funds early can carry
stiff penalties. That is why | am introducing
legislation to waive the penalty for unem-
ployed taxpayers who have turned to their re-
tirement savings for an early distribution. This
bill will waive the penalty for such distributions
made during 2009, 2010, or 2011, so long as
the taxpayer received 12 consecutive weeks
of unemployment compensation in the year
the distribution was made.

In creating retirement accounts with special
tax treatment, Congress was encouraging sav-
ing towards a financially stable retirement. It
was the right thing to do. Congress wanted
these funds to be for retirement, but Congress
did not foresee the economic disaster we are
going through. By allowing temporary, penalty-
free withdrawals from retirement accounts
when folks are unemployed we are helping the
unemployed when they need it most.

HONORING BRUCE PATTERSON
HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 29, 2010

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor and acknowledge the distin-
guished career of Bruce Patterson, Michigan
State Senator representing the 7th District.

Born in Detroit, Michigan on February 7,
1947, Senator Patterson now resides in Can-
ton. After graduating from Redford High
School, he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Wayne State University in 1969, and
thereafter, in 1972, a Juris Doctorate Degree
from Wayne State University Law School.

Prior to beginning his storied political career,
Senator Patterson served 20 years as an As-
sociate Attorney, Vice President and President
of McCabe, Middleton and Patterson, PC.
Senator Patterson has been a member of the
State Bar of Michigan since 1972 and was a
member of the Plymouth-Canton Public
School’s Educational Excellence Foundation
Board of Directors from 1989-1997. As Direc-
tor of Planned Giving for Eastern Michigan
University, Senator Patterson diligently worked
from 1991 to 1994. He devoted his time and
energy as President of the Canton Economic
Club from 1991 to 1992 and to the Canton
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Community Foundation from its inception in
1989 until 1996. Later in his career, Senator
Patterson became a member of the
Schoolcraft Community College Board of
Trustees. With tireless devotion, he dedicated
his time to improving his community as a
Wayne County Commissioner from 1995 to
1998, and was elected to the Michigan State
House of Representatives, where he was the
first freshman ever elected to the position of
Associate Speaker Pro Tempore, serving the
21st District for 4 years. While in the State
House, Senator Patterson also served as Ma-
jority Leader.

Thereafter, on November 7, 2002, Senator
Patterson was elected to the Michigan State
Senate. During his tenure, Senator Patterson
served as Chair of the Energy Policy and Pub-
lic Utilites Committee, Health Policy Com-
mittee, Judiciary Committee, Natural Re-
sources and Environmental Affairs Committee
and Legislative Council.

For his unwavering commitment to excel-
lence, Senator Patterson was inducted into the
Canton Township Hall of Fame. Senator Bruce
Patterson has earned a number of prestigious
awards, including: the Michigan Chamber of
Commerce Champion of Commerce Award,
Michigan Associated Underground Contractors
Legislator of the Year, the Michigan Nursing
Association Friend of Nursing Award, Senior
Alliance Legislative Award, Michigan Manufac-
turers’ Association’s “Advocate of the Year,”
the Iron Rider Award given by ABATE of
Michigan, Michigan Municipal League’s “Dis-
tinguished Service Award,” Michigan League
of Conservation Voters “Environmental Lead-
ership Award,” Michigan Education Associa-
tion “Friend of Public Education Award,” Leg-
islator of the Year Award from the Michigan
Psychological Association, the Michigan Court
Officers, Deputy Sheriffs and Process Servers
Association Legislator of the Year Award,
Michigan Association of Health Plans Legis-
lator of the Year and the “Free Market Cham-
pion Award” from the Telecommunications As-
sociation of Michigan. Senator Patterson was
chosen as the first ever recipient for both the
Michigan Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects Legislator of the Year Award and
the Michigan Council of Nurse Practitioners
Advocate of the Year Award as well as Best
Local Politician by the Plymouth Observer
Newspaper.

Madam Speaker, during his distinguished
career, Senator Patterson has bettered the
lives of countless Michiganders. As he em-
barks upon the next chapter of his life with his
beloved wife Phyllis and his children Denise,
Lauren and Justin, | ask my colleagues to join
me in applauding his legendary leadership,
and in thanking him for his unfaltering service
to our community and our country.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
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any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, No-
vember 30, 2010 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
DECEMBER 1

9:30 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine problems in
mortgage servicing from modification
to foreclosure, part 2.
SD-538
9:45 a.m.
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Business meeting to consider S. 3817, to
amend the Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act, the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Act, the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment and
Adoption Reform Act of 1978, and the
Abandoned Infants Assistance Act of
1988 to reauthorize the Acts, S. 3199, to
amend the Public Health Service Act
regarding early detection, diagnosis,
and treatment of hearing loss, S. 3036,
to establish the Office of the National
Alzheimer’s Project, S. 1275, to estab-
lish a National Foundation on Physical
Fitness and Sports to carry out activi-
ties to support and supplement the
mission of the President’s Council on
Physical Fitness and Sports, H.R. 2941,
to reauthorize and enhance Johanna’s
Law to increase public awareness and
knowledge with respect to gynecologic
cancers, an original bill entitled, ‘“The
Museum and Library Services Act of
2010”’, and the nominations of Anthony
Bryk, of California, Robert Anacletus
Underwood, of Guam, and Kris D.
Gutierrez, of Colorado, all to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Board for Education Sciences,
Sean P. Buckley, of New York, to be
Commissioner of Education Statistics,
Department of Education, Susan H.
Hildreth, of Washington, to be Director
of the Institute of Museum and Library
Services, Cora B. Marrett, of Wis-
consin, to be Deputy Director of the
National Science Foundation, and Alli-
son Blakely, of Massachusetts, to be a
Member of the National Council on the
Humanities, and subcommittee assign-
ments; to be immediately followed by a
hearing to examine the Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation, focusing on
management and oversight.
SD-430
10 a.m.
Judiciary
Business meeting to consider S. 3675, to
amend chapter 11 of title 11, United
States Code, to address reorganization
of small businesses, S. 2888, to amend
section 205 of title 18, United States
Code, to exempt qualifying law school
students participating in legal clinics
from the application of the general
conflict of interest rules under such
section, S. 3728, to amend title 17,
United States Code, to extend protec-
tion to fashion design, S. 1598, to
amend the National Child Protection
Act of 1993 to establish a permanent
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background check system, and the
nominations of Robert Neil Chatigny,
and Susan L. Carney, both of Con-
necticut, both to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Second Circuit, Amy
Totenberg, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of
Georgia, James Emanuel Boasberg, and
Amy Berman Jackson, both to be
United States District Judge for the
District of Columbia, James E. Shadid,
and Sue E. Myerscough, both to be
United States District Judge for the
Central District of Illinois, James E.
Graves, Jr., of Mississippi, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Cir-
cuit, Paul Kinloch Holmes, III, to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of Arkansas, Anthony
J. Battaglia, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of
California, Edward J. Davila, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of California, Diana
Saldana, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of
Texas, Max Oliver Cogburn, Jr., to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of North Carolina,
Marco A. Hernandez, and Michael H.
Simon, both to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Oregon,
and Steve C. Jones, to be United States
District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Georgia, and Michele Marie
Leonhart, of California, to be Adminis-
trator of Drug Enforcement, and Stacia
A. Hylton, of Virginia, to be Director of
the United States Marshals Service,
both of the Department of Justice, and
Patti B. Saris, of Massachusetts, and
Dabney Langhorne Friedrich, of Mary-
land, both to be a Member of the
United States Sentencing Commission.
SD-226
10:30 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine transition
and implementation, focusing on the
NASA Authorization Act of 2010.
SR-253
2:30 p.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine mini med
policies.
SR-253
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine Latin Amer-
ica in 2010, focusing on opportunities,

challenges, and the future of the
United States policy in the hemi-
sphere.
SD-419
DECEMBER 2
9 a.m.

Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the report
on the Department of Defense Working
Group that conducted a comprehensive
review of the issues associated with a
repeal of section 654 of title 10, United
States Code, ‘‘Policy Concerning Ho-
mosexuality in the Armed Forces”.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Consumer Protection, Product Safety, and
Insurance Subcommittee
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, focusing on product safety in the
holiday season.
SR-253
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