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to helping those in need. | commend the men
and women of USAR Team 1 on their heroic
efforts, mourn for those who lost their lives
and pray for those awaiting aid.

———

SALUTING THE ATHLETES OF THE
2010 WINTER GAMES OF TEXAS

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise to recognize the outstanding
athletes of the fifth annual Winter Games of
Texas.

This multi-sport youth athletic event is pat-
terned after the international Olympic Games
and presented by The Texas Amateur Athletic
Federation, a nonprofit organization estab-
lished in 1925 to promote, organize and con-
duct amateur athletics in Texas.

The sports festival serves as an excellent
showcase of the talented young athletes of
Texas. More than 4,500 young people will par-
ticipate in this year's competition.

An exciting Celebration of Athletes program
will be held, featuring games, live entertain-
ment, professional athletes, and past Olympic
heroes.

Fourteen different sporting events are in-
cluded in the contest this year: soccer, basket-
ball, table tennis, wrestling, cheerleading,
swimming, flag football, ice hockey, figure
skating, volleyball, fencing, bowling, rock
climbing, karate, and gymnastics.

| commend each of the athletes who will be
competing in these sports. Their hard work,
dedication and passion will serve them well in
all aspects of life.

| would also like to thank the City of Frisco,
including their fine leader, Mayor Maher Maso,
the Texas Amateur Athletic Federation, and all
the volunteers throughout this city and state
who have expended their time and energy to
prepare for this great event.

| wish all participants and volunteers an en-
joyable and successful tournament.

Let the games begin!

———

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
RICHARD J. ZUNT

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and remembrance of Mr. Rich-
ard J. “Dick” Zunt, dedicated father, uncle,
journalist and friend, whose amazing life re-
flected love for family, community and journal-
istic excellence. As a high school sports beat
reporter, he consistently captured the energy,
action and emotion of games played through-
out Greater Cleveland. From amazing tri-
umphs, to shocking defeats, to predictable
endings, Mr. Zunt's reporting was always ac-
curate, compassionate, and respectful—and
held the interest and imagination of tens of
thousands of readers.

Though a talented reporter, it was Mr.
Zunt’s kind demeanor, great sense of humor
and generous heart that drew others to him.
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He lived his life by the Golden Rule, reaching
out to help wherever needed. He grew up in
Cleveland, instilled with values of hard work,
service to community and an unmistakable joy
for life. A talented athlete himself, Mr. Zunt ran
track at St. Ignatius High School, graduating in
1950. As a student reporter at John Carroll
University, Mr. Zunt began honing his journal-
istic skills as a reporter for the university
paper, the “Carroll News.” He graduated from
John Carroll in 1955, then served two years in
the United States Navy. In 1957, following his
military service, Mr. Zunt joined The Plain
Dealer, where he worked as a sports reporter,
with an emphasis on high school sports, until
his retirement in 2001.

Throughout his tenure at The Plain Dealer,
Mr. Zunt made countless friends, many of
whom remained close friends throughout his
life. His honest approach, unwavering integrity
and caring nature forged life-long bonds of
trust, friendship and admiration with coaches,
players, school administrators and colleagues.
He was very active in the community, serving
on several community, press and educational
boards—and was an active alumnus of St. Ig-
natius High School. Though not impressed
with awards and accolades, Mr. Zunt's many
achievements were publicly recognized. He
was inducted to the St. Ignatius Hall of Fame,
the Greater Cleveland Softball Hall of Fame,
and the Cleveland Press Club Hall of Fame.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honor
and remembrance of Mr. Richard J. “Dick”
Zunt, whose love for family and friends, serv-
ice to community and joy for living will be re-
membered always. | offer my deepest condo-
lences to his loving children, Mary “Cal,”
Monica, Sarah, and Richard J. Jr.; to his
daughters-in-law, Brooke and Ethel; to his
sons-in-law, Mike and Ruben; to his brothers,
J. Raymond and Robert; to his sister Mary; to
his dear companion, Doris; and to all his ex-
tended family members and numerous friends.
Mr. Zunt’s life—defined by kindness, joy, talent
and a compassionate heart—uwill forever live in
the minds and hearts of his family, friends and
all whom knew and loved him well—and he
will never be forgotten.

————

A TRIBUTE TO KAREN ANDE AND
RUTHANN RICHTER

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to two Bay Area women, Karen
Ande and Ruth Richter, and their compelling
book Face to Face, Children of the AIDS Cri-
sis in Africa.

This very special work was conceived after
Karen Ande and Ruthann Richter travelled to
Africa in 2004. They were devastated by the
plight of children living under staggeringly bru-
tal conditions, often without food, education or
a stable, caring adult in their lives. Many of
the children had watched their parents die and
then had to cope with the consequences of liv-
ing alone or with little support. They resolved
to bring the issue to light and their book is the
vehicle they chose to accomplish this goal.

The following words in praise of the book by
Philip Pizzo, M.D., Dean of the Stanford Uni-
versity School of Medicine, a specialist in pe-
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diatric AIDS and one of the 14th Congres-
sional District's most distinguished and effec-
tive leaders, are an eloquent statement about
the book and its subject.

“Ruthann Richter and Karen Ande have
given a new voice and face to this pandemic,
which continues to destroy the hopes, dreams
and lives of children. Through compelling and
poignantly informed stories and narratives and
incredibly sensitive and touching portraits of
children, families, providers and communities,
Richter and Ande remind us, in a deeply per-
sonal way, how important HIV remains in Afri-
ca and beyond.”

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Karen Ande and Ruthann
Richter for their extraordinary work and their
efforts to bring to our attention the continuing
ravages of the AIDS virus on the children of
Africa.

————

GOVERNOR ALBERT ROSELLINI

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Governor Albert Rosellini,
who will celebrate his 100th birthday on Janu-
ary 21, 2010. Gov. Rosellini was elected to
the Washington State Senate in 1938, and
served honorably as Washington State’s gov-
ernor from 1957 to 1965. Ultimately, this man
has always worked as a servant and leader
for his family, community and State.

As a 29-year-old law school graduate from
Tacoma, Washington, Governor Rosellini
began his career early, serving in the Wash-
ington State Senate in 1938 and championing
issues ranging from forward-looking transpor-
tation policy to juvenile justice. He was an ad-
vocate for working families and never missed
an opportunity to improve the lives of his con-
stituents. Later, as Governor, Rosellini played
an important role in starting one of our na-
tion’s finest medical schools at the University
of Washington. He also helped create the Ev-
ergreen Point Floating Bridge—a bridge that
now bears his name. The type of leadership
that helped build the Floating Bridge is typical
of Gov. Rosellini: visionary and decisive.

Additionally, Governor Rosellini’s ascension
to the Governorship of Washington was a
seminal moment in the illustrious history of
Roman Catholic ltalian-Americans and he re-
mains a leader in that community to this day.

A Seattle columnist wrote in 2005 that Gov-
ernor Rosellini “makes most governors after
him look like slackers.” Madam Speaker, Gov.
Rosellini served Washington with a steely de-
termination, with the cares, concerns, and best
interest of all Washingtonians in his mind and
heart at all times. It is my distinct honor to rec-
ognize him and his countless contributions to
the great state of Washington, and to chal-
lenge us all to aspire to serve in the same
way he has throughout his distinguished life
and career.

Along with this House, | wish Mr. Rosellini
a happy 100th birthday and thank him for his
dedicated public service.
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO ESTABLISH 10-YEAR TERM
FOR TSA ADMINISTRATOR

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, today | am in-
troducing legislation to establish a 10-year
term of office for any individual appointed to
serve as the administrator of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration, TSA, akin to the
appointment process for the director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, FBI.

The failed Christmas Day bombing of a U.S.
airliner points to the need for strong, capable
leadership at TSA. It is essential that the
agency be independent of political influence
and focus on its core mission: to protect “the
Nation’s transportation systems to ensure free-
dom of movement for people and commerce.”
Given the continued threat from al Qaeda to
U.S. and international aviation, it is essential
that the TSA administrator has bipartisan sup-
port.

| believe a 10-year term for the adminis-
trator of TSA will help provide the agency with
the qualified, long-term and independent lead-
ership it needs at this time. Over the last 9
years since TSA’s creation following 9/11,
TSA has had six administrators—averaging
terms of just 1.5 years. This is hardly the sta-
ble and committed leadership that the agency
should have, given its critical role in ensuring
the safety of our citizens and aviation infra-
structure. It simply does not make sense for
the position to change hands with each new
administration or even sooner.

This bill further strengthens our Nation’s
homeland by ensuring stable leadership at the
Department of Homeland Security and freeing
that the TSA administrator to assure agency
professionalism over political fidelity. | urge my
colleagues to support this important legisla-
tion.

———

RECOGNITION FOR CHIEF ROBERT
W. GILBERT, U.S. BORDER PATROL

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Robert W. Gilbert, who is
leaving his position as Chief Patrol Agent of
the United States Border Patrol Tucson Sector
to become the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Attaché in Mexico.

As the representative of one of only ten
congressional districts on the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, | have worked closely with Chief Gilbert in
the ongoing effort to secure our border. Chief
Gilbert has been relentless in his pursuit of
this goal, and for that, every American owes
him a tremendous debt of gratitude.

During his time in Tucson, Chief Gilbert
never lost sight of the fact that our border is
more than a boundary separating two nations.
He knows that our border with Mexico is a
conduit for trade through which hundreds of
millions of dollars of vital goods and services
flow each year. He is also acutely aware of
the negative impact on local residents, ranch-
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ers and businesses caused by the criminal
cartels that smuggle people and drugs across
the border and into our communities.

Chief Gilbert followed his father into the Bor-
der Patrol and has carried out assignments in
San Diego, El Paso and on the Canadian bor-
der. In March 2007, he was named Chief Pa-
trol Agent of the Tucson Sector, the Nation’s
largest and most active border region.

Chief Gilbert supervises more than 3,200
agents who patrol 262 miles of international
border. The agents who work for him account
for the highest number of drug seizures and il-
legal immigrant apprehensions in the Nation.
Chief Gilbert has called the Tucson Sector
“ground zero for the Border Patrol.” When he
was asked whether being assigned to such a
busy part of the border was a reward or a
punishment, Chief Gilbert called his posting
“an honor.” It has been no less an honor for
those of us who have had the opportunity to
work with him.

Representing the Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict in Southeastern Arizona, | have had the
privilege of witnessing first-hand the Border
Patrol’s important work. It has been a highlight
of my time in Congress to meet the men and
women of the Tucson Sector of the Border
Patrol who serve in one of the most chal-
lenging and rugged regions in our country.

Under Chief Gilbert’'s exceptional leadership,
great progress has been achieved in making
our border more secure. In just the first three
months of fiscal year 2010, agents in the Tuc-
son Sector arrested 51,111 people and seized
270,418 pounds of marijuana. In fiscal year
2009, agents in the Tucson Sector seized an
all-time national record of more than 1.2 mil-
lion pounds of marijuana.

It is clear on many levels that Chief Gilbert
and the men and women under his command
are gaining control of the most porous area of
our border with Mexico.

In addition to implementing effective new
strategies to deal with the high volume of drug
and human smuggling, Chief Gilbert and his
team have been most responsive to my inquir-
ies on behalf of constituents and they have
reached out to build positive relationships with
local residents, ranchers and business own-
ers. The Chief established regular meetings of
community stakeholders which have resulted
in stronger partnerships between the Border
Patrol and the citizens who live along the bor-
der. He has gone to great lengths to establish
better understanding and communications with
the community including his mule ride along
the border with area ranchers to directly in-
spect the effects that smuggling has had on
their land and operations.

In a 2009 interview with Linda Valdez, a col-
umnist with the Arizona Republic, Chief Gilbert
talked about the enthusiasm he has for his
job. “If you can’t get excited about defending
the United States of America, you don’t have
a pulse,” he said.

Each day, the agents supervised by Chief
Gilbert confront armed smugglers, harsh
desert terrain and weather extremes to keep
us safe. Each day, they and Chief Gilbert illus-
trate what it means to be dedicated to duty
and to country.

While enormous credit rightfully goes to
Chief Gilbert for Border Patrol successes
since he arrived on the job, we also recognize
the great sacrifices that have been made by
his family. His wife Lia and children Matthew
and Sophia have been there to support the
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Chief through his many long days and week-
ends at work. The strength of his family has
played a vital role in sustaining the Chief in his
tireless service to the Nation. We thank them
for all they have done for him and, through
him, for all of us.

On behalf of the people of Arizona’s Eighth
Congressional District, | am proud to give the
highest commendation to Chief Robert W. Gil-
bert for a job very well done. This man is a
true patriot, who has served our region and
the Nation with selflessness, integrity and
honor.

———

GRATITUDE FOR THE SERVICE OF
LASHAWN Y. WARREN

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 13, 2010

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity to thank one of the
most dedicated and productive members of
the Judiciary Committee staff for her service to
the House, LaShawn Warren. For 2% years,
LaShawn served as Oversight Counsel for the
Committee on the Judiciary.

LaShawn graduated magna cum laude from
Savannah State College in Savannah, Geor-
gia. She earned her law degree from Howard
University, where she served as co-editor-in-
chief of the Social Justice Law Review and
rose to the leadership ranks of many of the
law school’s societies and associations. In ad-
dition to her law degree, she earned a certifi-
cate in non-profit management from George-
town University’s Center for Professional De-
velopment.

Prior to joining the staff of the Judiciary
Committee, LaShawn served as Legislative
Counsel for Civil Rights for the American Civil
Liberties Union, ACLU. As Legislative Coun-
sel, she prepared congressional testimony for
the U.S. Congress and the United Nations
Human Rights Council, UNHRC, and lobbied
Members of Congress, UNHRC members, and
their respective staffs on voting rights, edu-
cation equity, racial profiling, employment,
housing, domestic violence policy, welfare re-
form, privacy, international human rights, and
civil rights enforcement. She chaired advocacy
and legislative coalitions, worked with national
and local media, and served as the lead strat-
egist for the civil rights community’s successful
effort to reauthorize the Voting Rights Act in
2006. Prior to her tenure at the ACLU, she
served as a legislative analyst for the Seattle
City Council and as an Assistant Attorney
General for the Washington State Office of the
Attorney General.

During her time with the Judiciary Com-
mittee, LaShawn led the Congress’ investiga-
tion into the enforcement of Federal civil rights
laws, hiring practices, and resource manage-
ment issues in the Civil Rights Division, CRT,
of the Department of Justice. By the end of
the 110th Congress, her work had exposed
massive politicization of the CRT’s operations,
including its hiring practices and case-pros-
ecution decisions. Cleaning up that division—
so central to the equal rights of all Ameri-
cans—is a great legacy of LaShawn’s work at
the Committee. She additionally served as the
Committee’s lead counsel on voting issues
and conducted investigative and legislative
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