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must take strides to move immigration reform
forward and now is the time to do it. Now is
the time to help millions of young people
achieve the American Dream.

Improving access to education for immi-
grants is an important piece of reform. Edu-
cation has always been a priority of mine and,
in order to build a stronger nation, we should
encourage those who want to become Ameri-
cans to pursue their education.

The DREAM Act also allows for permanent
resident status to be given to those who
served for two years in the military. It is only
fitting that we afford this status to individuals
who are willing to lay down their lives if need
be for the protection of this great nation.

My esteemed colleagues, | urge you to up-
hold the ideals of the American Dream; vote in
favor of the DREAM Act. Thank you.

NATIONAL AWARD CENTER
HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, for the last
several decades multi-billion dollar trade defi-
cits have continued to disadvantage American
industries and manufacturing, and that means
American jobs. Businesses, like the National
Award Center, are working with employers
and employees to promote critical economic
priorities of higher productivity, more innova-
tion and a strong, competitive work ethic. |
commend these national priorities to all com-
panies, organizations and related government
agencies, federal, state and local which are
trying to level the playing field for the United
States in the global marketplace. | congratu-
late the National Award Center in its inaugural
year.

——————

HONORING ALBERT BURSTEIN’S
APPOINTMENT AS CHEVALIER
OF THE FRENCH LEGION OF
HONOR

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize my dear
friend Mr. Albert Burstein upon his appoint-
ment as Chevalier of the Legion of Honor by
the President of the French Republic, Mr.
Nicolas Sarkozy. This prestigious distinction
was conferred upon Mr. Burstein on Novem-
ber 11, 2010 to express the deep appreciation
and gratitude of the French people for his con-
tribution to the liberation of their country during
World War II.

Mr. Burstein joined the United States Army
on May 8, 1943 in Fort Dix, New Jersey. He
became a member of the 44th Infantry Divi-
sion and was soon shipped overseas, where
his outfit was quickly engaged in combat in
the south central region of France. Having re-
ceived Army specialized training in the Ger-
man language, Mr. Burstein was placed in
charge of troops at the front lines in order to
watch for oncoming German counter attacks.
Following his honorable discharge from the
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Army, Mr. Burstein was awarded both the
Combat Infantryman Badge and the Bronze
Star Medal.

Albert Burstein’s extraordinary accomplish-
ments and steadfast devotion to public service
continued after his departure from the military.
Al served as a member of the New Jersey
General Assembly from 1971 to 1981, during
which he held several leadership positions, in-
cluding Chairman of the Assembly Education
Committee and Assembly Majority Leader. He
remained committed to improving the quality
of schools in the State of New Jersey and
across the country, serving as a member and
chairman of numerous education commissions
and boards. On the federal level, Mr. Burstein
was appointed by the Secretary of Health,
Education and Welfare to serve as Chairman
of the Model Adoption Legislation and Proce-
dures Advisory Panel from 1978 to 1979.

Mr. Burstein continues to provide his exper-
tise and leadership to the people of New Jer-
sey as partner in a distinguished law firm in
Hackensack, New Jersey—Herten, Burstein,
Sheridan, Cevasco, Bottinelli, Litt & Harz,
L.L.C. He is an active member of his commu-
nity and has been recognized for his legal
work in Bergen County. Mr. Burstein is a great
source of pride and admiration for his loving
family, including his wife Ruth; his children
Jeff, Diane, and Laura; and his grandchildren
Alexandra, William, and Julia.

Madam Speaker, today | would like to con-
gratulate Albert Burstein on being honored by
the people of France and thank him for both
his military heroism and his lifelong commit-
ment to serving our great Nation. | am grateful
to have had such a dedicated and outstanding
individual as an honored friend and role model
for over 30 years.

———

HONORING THOMAS ANDREW
GEISINGER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Thomas Andrew
Geisinger. Thomas is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
180, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Thomas has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Thomas has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Thomas has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Thomas Andrew Geisinger
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

E1981

IN HONOR OF GENERAL C. ROBERT
KEHLER, COMMANDER, AIR
FORCE SPACE COMMAND

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, let me
take this opportunity to pay tribute to General
C. Robert Kehler. The President of the United
States nominated him to be the next Com-
mander of United States Strategic Command.
General Kehler became Commander of Air
Force Space Command in October 2007 and
he leads the world’s greatest space and
cyberspace force.

General Kehler entered the Air Force in
1975 as a distinguished graduate of the Penn-
sylvania State University Air Force Reserve
Officer Training Corps program. His exemplary
Air Force career is marked by command at the
squadron, group and wing levels, and a broad
range of experience in intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) operations, space launch,
space operations, missile warning, and space
control.

General Kehler began his illustrious career
as a Minuteman Combat Crewmember. His Air
Force journey would take him and his wife,
Marjorie, through a series of Air Force and
Joint assignments. As the Chief of the Stra-
tegic Missile Branch in the Secretary of the Air
Force’s Office of Legislative Liaison, he was
the Secretary’s point man on Capitol Hill for
matters regarding the President’s ICBM Mod-
ernization Program. As Director of the National
Security Space Office, he integrated the activi-
ties of a number of space organizations on be-
half of the Under Secretary of the Air Force
and Director, National Reconnaissance Office.
Prior to assuming his current position, General
Kehler was the Deputy Commander, U.S.
Strategic Command.

In his current assignment as Commander,
Air Force Space Command, General Kehler is
responsible for organizing, equipping, training
and maintaining mission-ready space and
cyberspace forces and capabilities for North
American Aerospace Defense Command, U.S.
Strategic Command, and other combatant
commands around the world. He provides in-
spirational leadership to more than 46,000
personnel responsible for mission areas rang-
ing from assured access to space to on-orbit
space operations, space situational aware-
ness, and cyberspace operations. General
Kehler's dynamic leadership capabilities were
vital to the transfer of the ICBM mission to the
newly established Air Force Global Strike
Command and in standing up the 24th Air
Force to execute the Air Force’s cyberspace
mission. His decisive and visionary leadership
of Air Force Space Command earned National
Defense Industrial Association recognition as
the 2009 Hartinger Award winner for “Out-
standing Achievement in the Military Space
Mission of the United States.”

Madam Speaker, the American people have
been fortunate to have General Kehler serving
as the Commander of Air Force Space Com-
mand for the past three years. Marjorie, and
their two sons, Matt and Jared, can be proud
of his fine character and dedication to service.
He will be greatly missed in Colorado Springs,
but the community’s loss is the country’s gain.
| know my fellow Members of the House of
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Representatives will join me in thanking him
for his continued commitment to his country.

HONORING DR. GRACIELA
SARMIENTO OF ARROYO
GRANDE, ROGER LYON OF

CAYUCOS, DR. JAMES THORTON
OF ARROYO GRANDE AND CAL
POLY SAN LUIS OBISPO STU-
DENT AND PARAMEDIC ANDREW
THIEL

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with a heavy heart. Last month, four cherished
members of my community on the California
Central Coast died when their plane carrying
medical supplies crashed in Mexico. All four
were participating in a humanitarian mission
with the Flying Samaritans aid organization.

The tragic loss of Dr. Graciela Sarmiento of
Arroyo Grande, Roger Lyon of Cayucos, Dr.
James Thorton of Arroyo Grande and Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo student and paramedic An-
drew Thiel has been of tremendous shock and
heart-ache to our close community. That these
four selfless and dedicated individuals would
pass on so suddenly and in an act of such
generosity is all the more painful.

As our community grieves, we have pledged
to honor the work of Graciela, Roger, James
and Andrew in our own lives. In death, these
remarkable people have reminded us in the
most powerful and tragic of ways that life is
short, and that genuine generosity knows no
bounds.

While they were at different stages in life, all
four were known to their families, friends and
neighbors as bighearted, intellectually curious
and passionate about contributing to the com-
munity and world around them. In leading
through example, Graciela, Roger, James and
Andrew demonstrated that there are no limits
when working to make this world a better
place.

| urge all my colleagues to celebrate the
lives of Graciela, Roger, James and Andrew
with their own acts of generosity and to pray
for their surviving families and friends. Thank
you and | yield back.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DAVID
K. BRAWLEY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Rev. David K. Brawley.

Reverend David K. Brawley’s commitment
to the call and demands of ministry is evi-
denced in his leadership and his availability.

At the age of sixteen, Rev. Brawley re-
sponded to God’s will and was ordained by
Rev. Winifred Pippen of First Baptist Church in
Deer Park, New York. He became the Youth
Minister at First Baptist, where he maintained
his membership for thirteen years.

In 1994, Rev. Brawley began his full time
career in ministry at St. Paul Community Bap-
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tist Church in Brooklyn, New York, where Rev.
Dr. Johnny Ray Youngblood has served as
Senior Pastor for the past thirty-five years.
Rev. Brawley served as Dr. Youngblood’s As-
sistant Pastor beginning in 1995, and in Janu-
ary 2008, was named Pastor Successor of St.
Paul Community Baptist Church.

During his tenure at St. Paul, Rev. Brawley
has served in a large number of roles, includ-
ing: Coordinator of the Men-in-Training pro-
gram for the St. Paul Community Board of El-
ders, pastoral counseling, officiating at sacred
events such as weddings, baby dedications,
and home going services, community orga-
nizing, leading worship services, and as an
on-call teacher to the congregation. His orga-
nizing efforts play a dynamic role in the
church’s community development activities
where he serves as a member of the Govern-
ance Board and Strategy Team of East Brook-
lyn Congregations, EBC, an organization
which has been at the forefront of construction
projects that have resulted in over 3000 af-
fordable homes in Brooklyn. Rev. Brawley has
been an outspoken advocate for public school
reform and has addressed issues such as
public safety, housing, and quality of life con-
cerns on behalf of neighborhood residents.
Rev. Brawley’s community involvement also
includes his role as Vice President of
E.D.ILF.Y. Communities of East New York.
E.D.LLF.Y., which stands for Empower, De-
velop and Improve Families and Youth, seeks
to increase the vitality and value of urban
communities by pooling resources and chari-
table funds.

Rev. Brawley’s four principles for a strong,
productive ministry are: creating a thriving
worship experience; actively engaging in com-
munity organizing; edifying God’s people; and
becoming a beacon of economic development
for the community the ministry serves. As a
pastor, Rev. Brawley possesses the gifts of
exhortation, inspiration, motivation, and en-
couragement, which he shares in worship
services and across the nation at men’s con-
ferences, revivals, and youth group program-
ming.

In 2004, Rev. Brawley earned his Master’s
degree in Theological Studies from the Faith
Seminary of Tacoma, Washington. He is cur-
rently pursuing his doctorate in ministry at
Faith Seminary.

Rev. Brawley resides in Brooklyn, New York
with his wife Debra and their two children,
Rhonesha and Michael.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the contributions of
Rev. David K. Brawley.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL ROB-
ERT P. KELLER, USMC (RET.)

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it
is with great honor that | rise to recognize the
life and service of Lieutenant General Robert
P. Keller, USMC (Ret.).

Robert Keller was born in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, on February 9, 1920. As part of the
Greatest Generation, he joined the United
States Marine Corps and answered his call to
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duty during World War II. Robert Keller be-
came an exceptional Naval aviator, serving in
World War |l, Korea, and Vietnam. He further
distinguished himself as an aviator by flying
both fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters. In
Vietnam, he flew with his son, Bob, Jr., on a
helicopter mission as well as a fixed-wing air-
craft mission. Through the course of his ca-
reer, General Keller earned the Silver Star
Medal, three Distinguished Flying Crosses,
and three awards of the Legion of Merit. He
retired as the Commanding General, Marine
Corps Development and Education Command,
Quantico, on July 1, 1972.

Over the course of his distinguished career
and his various billets, General Keller served
our nation with great pride and dedication. He
continued to uphold the Marine Corps values
of honor, courage, and commitment through-
out the rest of his life.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to recognize
Lieutenant General Robert P. Keller's im-
mense contributions to our national security
through his lifelong leadership and service to
the United States Marine Corps and this great
nation. General Keller was preceded by his
wife Lucille and is survived by children, Ron-
ald, Robert, Anne, and Joan, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren. | would like to offer
my sincere condolences. Northwest Florida
mourns the loss of a respected patriot. To his
family and friends, he will forever be remem-
bered as a loving husband, father, grand-
father, great-grandfather, and friend; to all, he
will forever be remembered as a great Amer-
ican hero.

———

RECOGNIZING BREESE MATER DEI
FOR WINNING THE VOLLEYBALL
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 18, 2010

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the achievements of a talented
group of student-athletes from Breese, lllinois.

The Breese Mater Dei Knights volleyball
team recently captured the lllinois High School
Athletic Association Class 3A State Title and
finished the season with an outstanding 41-1
record. The Knights lost the first set of the
championship match to Joliet Catholic 25-15,
but fought back and captured the last two sets
25-18 and 26-24 to secure the state cham-
pionship.

| would like to congratulate Head Coach
Fred Rakers and Assistant Coach Chad
Rakers for all of their hard work with the team.
But most of all, | want to congratulate the
2010 state champion volleyball team from
Breese Mater Dei: Samantha Bedard, Kaley
Boeckmann, Chelsea  Crocker, Kayla
Eversgerd, Alyssa Hitpas, Bailey Kampwerth,
Emily  Koelling, Alison Lampen, Abby
Luebbers, Mallory Mensing, Alison Mueller,
Ashley Rakers, Brooke Schulte, Nicole
Strieker, Abbey Winter.

These young ladies have represented them-
selves, their school and their community in an
exemplary fashion and | want to join with all
the members of this House in wishing them
continued success in their athletic and aca-
demic endeavors.
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