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me in leading this body in acknowledgement
of the extraordinary contributions of NWS
Earle. The station is a valued component of
the State of New Jersey, and | am honored to
recognize them today.

—

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF MARVIN MEYERS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
before my esteemed colleagues to recognize
and honor the distinguished service of an ex-
ceptional man. The contributions of this man
to the California agriculture industry and our
water resources epitomize the spirit of industri-
ousness and persistence found in the agricul-
tural communities across our country. | would
like to recognize Mr. Marvin A. Meyers on
being named the recipient of the “2010 Agri-
culturist of the Year” award by the Greater
Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce.

A leader in the development of private water
banking, Meyers, himself, farms on the
Westside of Fresno County in Mendota. Mey-
ers, who cares for 3,500 acres of almonds in
the Firebaugh area, admits his impatience
over finding a solution to water shortages
drove him to begin developing a water bank.
After years of preliminary work, including pilot
projects and working with the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation and other agencies, Meyers re-
ceived federal approval in 2002 to begin oper-
ating the bank. Meyers pumps water into the
underground bank during wet years and
pumps water out during dry years to help
make water available when farmers need it
most. The bank became invaluable last year
after three consecutive dry years and regu-
latory decisions limited the availability of fed-
eral water to our Valley. Meyers’ hard work
and innovation has translated into the success
of his operation and the continuation of a fam-
ily farm. The Agriculturist of the Year award is
given each year to an individual who exempli-
fies leadership and integrity and whose
achievements have significantly affected the
community. The Greater Fresno Area Cham-
ber of Commerce has made a wise choice in
their selection of Meyers.

Meyers’ actions demonstrate his dedication
to his community. He is a visionary, a person
who epitomizes altruism and believes in giving
back to his community. Recently, | had the
pleasure of visiting with Marvin and touring his
water bank and wildlife project near the out-
skirts of Mendota, California. The impressive
project included five different holding pools all
conveyed via gravity and an installation of
solar panels that was being erected as we
toured that day. Through his water bank and
wildlife refuge projects, Meyers educates
groups of local students from kindergarten to
high school on the importance of water edu-
cation and wildlife restoration. Going beyond
the call, Meyers offers assistance in transpor-
tation costs for school buses to travel to and
from his site, allowing many school districts
and students affected by the recession the op-
portunity to learn outside the classroom about
issues affecting our Valley.

Marvin Meyers is truly a remarkable man—
always persistent, always engaged. Marvin is
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the kind of advocate that the agriculture indus-
try needs on its side. | have come to know this
man well since my days in the California State
Legislature, and know firsthand that this
award, though meritorious, is only a small part
of the recognition Marvin deserves for his
many accomplishments. | offer my congratula-
tions to Marvin Meyers today on receiving this
distinguished honor and commend him before
my colleagues for his contributions to the agri-
culture industry of California and to our Nation.
—

HONORING BROCK REYNOLDS
WENZEL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Brock Reynolds
Wenzel. Brock is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 714,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Brock has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Brock has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Brock
has shown an incredible determination by
earning his Eagle Scout while only 12 years
old. Brock has also contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Brock
tore out the old handicap-accessible ramp at
the American Legion Hall in Edgerton, Mis-
souri and constructed a new ramp with a
lower slope.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Brock Reynolds Wenzel
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

———

HONORING PASTOR JOY L. THORN-
TON ON HIS 11TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Joy L. Thornton has faithfully
served as Pastor for the Greater St. Mark Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Indianapolis, Indiana
since October 3, 1999;

Whereas, Joy L. Thornton dedicated his life
to serving others after earning his degree from
Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta,
Georgia;

Whereas, Pastor Thornton is celebrating his
11th anniversary of leading the congregation
at the Greater St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church as it strives to be an example of faith
and respect;

Therefore, | join with the members of the
Greater St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
and the Indianapolis community in honoring
Pastor Joy Thornton for these past 11 years of
exemplary service as a teacher and a leader
of his congregation.

E1953

IS MOROCCO WHAT IT CLAIMS TO
BE?

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | submit for
the RECORD an October 31 Reuters article that
describes a recent protest that occurred in
Morocco.

The story opens with the following descrip-
tion: “About 900 Moroccan rights activists took
to the streets in Rabat on Sunday in a rare
protest against what they call widespread
rights abuses by the authorities, including ille-
gal detention and torture.”

The government of Morocco has long
sought to cultivate its image, employing high-
powered U.S. lobbyists, as a beacon of toler-
ance in the Muslim world. This human rights
protest is further evidence that Morocco isn’t
all that it claims to be.

Earlier this year the Moroccan government
deported, without due process, dozens of U.S.
citizens and foreign nationals, many of whom
were engaged in vital humanitarian work—for
allegedly proselytizing.

If the government of Morocco hopes to
maintain its image, it is going to take more
than some well-positioned lobbyists.

MOROCCANS STAGE RARE HUMAN RIGHTS

PROTEST

RABAT (Reuters)—About 900 Moroccan
rights activists took to the streets in Rabat
on Sunday in a rare protest against what
they called widespread rights abuses by the
authorities, including illegal detention and
torture.

Protesters chanted: ‘“‘Shut down illegal de-
tention centres now!” and ‘“Where is the re-
spect for rights and truth?”’

Officials were not immediately available to
comment on the protest but the government
has repeatedly said that its commitment to
improve and protect human rights is irre-
versible.

Morocco won international praise for an
improvement in its human rights record
since reformist monarch Mohamed VI took
over in 1999 from his father Hassan during
whose rule hundreds of people were tortured
and killed at the hands of the government.

But local human rights groups at home
and abroad argue that the country’s rights
record has deteriorated since 2003 when it
mounted a crackdown against militants
linked to al Qaeda.

“The reality of human rights conditions
totally belies the government’s claim of im-
provement. Illegal detention, torture and
crackdowns on press freedom are pervasive
now,” said Abdeslam Abdelilah, Vice-Presi-
dent of the independent Moroccan Human
Rights Association (AMDH).

Independent journalists and security offi-
cials at the scene estimated the number of
demonstrators at around 900. Security forces
have in the past broken up similar protests
but they did not interfere in Sunday’s dem-
onstration.

HONORING VIRGIL BRANTLEY
HON. STEVE AUSTRIA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. AUSTRIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Virgil Brantley for his lifetime




E1954

commitment and service to the Xenia commu-
nity and state of Ohio.

Mr. Brantley’s contributions to his country
and the community are invaluable. He was an
active Board member and distinguished trust-
ee emeritus of the Golden Age Senior Citi-
zens, Inc. to which he worked countless hours
to ensure the growth and success of the Xenia
Adult Recreation and Services Center by as-
sisting with construction of the tornado shelter
for the Center, developing a home-delivered
meals program and starting the tradition of
providing desserts for the Center's monthly
luncheons. Mr. Brantley was also a very well-
respected Xenia Rotarian, friend and col-
league. His civic, cultural, religious and edu-
cational endeavors over the many years never
went unnoticed as the following list of awards
indicate: the Xenia Area Chamber of Com-
merce Award, the Xenia Community Schools
Hall of Honor, Greene County Citizen of the
Year, the Nutter Award, induction into the
Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame, nomination for
the American College of Health Care Adminis-
tration and numerous others.

Along with his natural penchant for civic en-
gagement, Mr. Brantley and his late wife,
Helen, established Hospitality Homes in 1961.
The skilled-nursing and rehabilitation facility
has been a vital asset for seniors in the Xenia
area and has carried on the many great tradi-
tions that Mr. and Mrs. Brantley built it upon.

Finally, as a husband, father of three, broth-
er of four and grandfather to many, Mr.
Brantley demonstrated the importance of bal-
ancing various obligations and activities with
the needs of family. His belief that service to
his family and community is imperative to a
meaningful life has inspired many to follow his
example.

Thus, with great pride, | recognize Mr. Virgil
Brantley for his lifetime of remarkable achieve-
ments and his unparalleled contribution to our
community.

———————

FOODNME AND SMASH YOUR FOOD

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today applauding the work of a pair of con-
stituents, Marta and Frederic De Wulf, who
decided to use their many talents and passion
for education and healthy living to create a
website—foodnme.com—dedicated to the pur-
suit of healthy living and interactive nutrition
information. Their innovative work earned
them a trip to the White House to be honored
as a top winner in Michelle Obama’s “Apps for
Healthy Kids” contest.

Marta and Frederic teamed up because of
their understanding of the problems associ-
ated with poor eating habits, a sedentary life-
style and obesity. Instead of bemoaning the
problem of obesity privately, Marta and Fred-
eric used their knowledge and experience.
Marta, a nutritionist by trade, and Frederic, an
experienced and successful filmmaker, be-
lieved an interactive website encouraging chil-
dren and their parents to properly scrutinize
their eating habits could help in the fight
against obesity. Therefore, FoodNMe’ was
born.

The aspect of the website deemed extraor-
dinary is the ‘Smash Your Food’ tab, which al-
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lows users to gain an understanding of the nu-
tritional content of everyday foods—ham-
burgers, pizza, French fries, and the like. This
great tool is a creative way to educate parents
and children about what's in their food and en-
courages them to make healthy dietary
choices.

Madam Speaker, | want to thank Marta and
Frederic for creating a unique tool in the fight
against obesity. I'm proud to congratulate
them for their good work.

————

HONORING ANDREW DUNCAN
IRELAND

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Andrew Duncan
Ireland. Andrew is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 81,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Andrew has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Andrew has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, An-
drew has earned the rank of Junior Assistant
Scout Master in his troop and Tom Tom Beat-
er in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Andrew has also
contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Andrew devoted over 160
hours to a shelter house at Squaw Creek Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, restoring it back to its
original architecture and cedar composition.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Andrew Duncan Ireland for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

IN HONOR OF JERRY CASTELLANO
HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of a dear friend, Jerry A.
Castellano. Jerry was a wonderful husband,
grandfather, great-grandfather, uncle, and
friend to many, many people. He was born
Feb. 2, 1918, in Brooklyn, N.Y., the son of
Frank Castellano and Teresa DiVito and
moved to Warren, Ohio in 1944.

Jerry retired in 1986 from the Trumbull
County Board of Elections as a voting ma-
chine official after 27 years. He previously
worked at Mullins Manufacturing.

Jerry served our country with the finest dis-
tinction, a World War Il U.S. Army veteran,
having served in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater.

He expressed his faith in his worship at St.
James Catholic Church.

He was in the Trumbull County Legends of
Leather Boxing Commissions, Trumbull Coun-
ty Chapter of DAV Chapter 11, Amerital Club,
where he was president, and was a precinct
committeeman for Precinct 5A.
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He was an avid New York Yankees fan and
enjoyed woodworking, ltalian classes, playing
cards, spending time with his family and
grandchildren, and also teaching and story-
telling to his great-grandchildren.

He is survived by and greatly missed by his
wife of 66 years, Esther Pagano Castellano;
his children, Teresa (William “Bill”) Massucci
of Warren, Philomena (Gary) Lucariello of
Warren, Frank P. Castellano of Warren and
Jeri (David J.) Germano of Cortland; five
grandchildren, Angela (Jason) Menz, Marla
(Dan) Chain, Jim (Renee) Fogarty and Jenna
and Jacqueline Germano; four great-grand-
children, D.J., Dylan, Drew and Olivia; and
many loving nieces, nephews and friends. His
parents, eight brothers and two sisters are de-
ceased.

Madam Speaker, it is a great privilege to
honor such a wonderful human being, an avid
participant of democracy, a veteran, and
above all, a family man. Jerry Castellano was,
indeed, a model American.

————

RECOGNIZING MAYOR MORRIS
VANCE ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT AS MAYOR OF THE
CITY OF VISTA

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the public service of Mayor Morris
Vance on the occasion of his retirement from
the City of Vista. | commend Mayor Vance on
his 29 years of public service.

Starting with a Bachelor of Science in Polit-
ical Science from Brigham Young University
and a Master of Public Administration from the
University of Southern California, Mr. Vance
began his career by serving in various local
government positions throughout the Los An-
geles area. He joined the City of Vista as City
Manager in 1981, a post which he served for
17 years.

In the role as City Manager, Mr. Vance led
the establishment of the Vista Redevelopment
Agency and Redevelopment Project area, es-
tablishment of the Vista Economic Develop-
ment Association (VEDA) and Downtown
Commercial Revitalization Program, as well as
the development of a Business Park, Industrial
Park and a multi-tier Capital Improvement Pro-
gram and Budgeting System.

Mr. Vance was then elected Mayor of Vista
in November of 2002. At the city helm, he
worked with officials to put the city on a
course for success. Critical programs include
the Ask, Share, Know meeting program which
provides a forum for residents to meet face-to-
face with city officials and council members to
have their questions answered about current
and pending city projects. Mayor Vance was
also instrumental in establishing Operation
H.O.P.E., a temporary winter shelter for home-
less families and women by providing them an
opportunity to get back on their feet and lead
them toward self-sufficiency.

To improve community spirit and safety,
Mayor Vance led an effort to construct the
new Vista Civic Center and two new fire sta-
tions. Along with the City Council, Mayor
Vance worked to convert Vista into a Charter
City to gain the maximum amount of local au-
thority.
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