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For 15 years, AVER has fought against this
detrimental policy that requires gay and les-
bian service members to deny who they are
and to lie about their lives. Our democratic al-
lies—from the United Kingdom to Israel—allow
gay and lesbian soldiers to serve openly with-
out any adverse effects on military prepared-
ness or morale. This is the basic fairness and
justice that AVER seeks for gay and lesbian
American soldiers.

Madam Speaker, | also want to recognize
Jim Darby, the founder of the Chicago Chap-
ter of AVER and a Korean War veteran. Jim
served in the Navy as a Russian-language
specialist. Along with all the other AVER mem-
bers, Jim has fought tirelessly to educate the
general public and the Congress about the
plight of LGBT veterans and active service
members. What AVER seeks is what we
should all seek: respect and honor for all
those who have served and who are serving
the United States of American through our
Armed Forces.

———

STATEMENT ON H. RES. 1044 COM-

MEMORATING THE 65TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE LIBERATION
OF AUSCHWITZ, A NAZI CON-
CENTRATION AND EXTERMI-
NATION CAMP, HONORING THE
VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST,
AND EXPRESSING COMMITMENT
TO STRENGTHEN THE FIGHT
AGAINST BIGOTRY AND INTOL-
ERANCE

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | stand before you today in support
of H. Res. 1044 “Commemorating the 65th
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, a
Nazi concentration and extermination camp,
honoring the victims of the Holocaust, and ex-
pressing commitment to strengthen the fight
against bigotry and intolerance.”

| would like to begin by thanking my col-
league Representative ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
for introducing this resolution in the House, as
it is important that we never forget the horrible
atrocities of the Holocaust and that we con-
tinue to fight against acts of genocide around
the world as well as fight against bigotry and
intolerance here at home in the U.S.

The Auschwitz concentration camp in
present-day Poland was one of the most hor-
rific Nazi extermination camps during World
War Il. The camp was initially established by
the Nazis in 1940 as an army barracks but
soon took on a new role as the Nazis began
targeting specific groups of people including
Jews, ethnic Poles, Romani, Soviet civilians,
Soviet prisoners of war, people with disabil-
ities, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and
other political and religious groups.

Between 1940 and 1945 Auschwitz grew
into the largest of the Nazi concentration
camps in Europe, and consisted of three main
camps in addition to 45 other satellite camps
around the area.

During the Holocaust, more than 6 million
Jews and other targeted groups were
exterminated by the Nazis, and over 1 million
of those killed in the Holocaust were murdered
at Auschwitz.
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As prisoners were taken into Auschwitz,
they would pass through an infamous gate
that read “Arbeit macht frei” or “Work makes
free.” This statement could not have been fur-
ther from the truth however. The victims of
Auschwitz were systematically exterminated in
gas chambers while others were starved to
death, tortured, and subjected to forced labor
and horrific medical experiments.

On January 27, 1945, Soviet troops entered
the Auschwitz concentration camp and liber-
ated over 7,000 prisoners from the Nazis.
Prior to the arrival of the allied Soviet troops
however, many of the Nazis who were respon-
sible for the horrible acts at Auschwitz es-
caped back into Germany, killing as many
prisoners as they could in their escape.

Today we honor the victims of the Holo-
caust who were oppressed and killed by the
Nazis at Auschwitz as well as those who were
killed at the hands of the Nazis during World
War Il. Today we also stand with the other vic-
tims of genocide across the world and con-
demn the violent dictators and regimes that
carry out these horrible and despicable ac-
tions.

| would also like to express my appreciation
for the soldiers, sailors and airmen who fought
against the Nazi tyranny during the Second
World War and helped to liberate millions of
prisoners from concentration camps across
Europe. Because of the actions of these brave
men and women, Europe is now a free and
democratic society and the world is a much
better place.

It is important that we never forget the hor-
rible actions that took place during the Holo-
caust. Furthermore, | would also like to urge
countries and leaders across the world to re-
assess their efforts in fighting racism, intoler-
ance and anti-Semitism.

Through providing education and instruction
to adults and children alike, we can help to
ensure that what happened in Auschwitz and
other Nazi concentration and extermination
camps is never allowed to happen again.

| ask my colleagues for their support of this
legislation as well as their support for victims
of genocide across the world. | strongly urge
you to support this resolution.

————

HONORING THE GLEN CARBON
CENTENNIAL LIBRARY

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Glen Carbon Centennial Library
in Glen Carbon, lllinois, as it is recognized as
the “Best Small Library in America.”

The library’s motto, “More than you expect,”
is more than just a saying for the 15 librarians
serving the community of Glen Carbon. For
them, it is a commitment to stop at nothing to
ensure that library patrons get the service they
need. As a testament to the community’s ap-
preciation of the Centennial Library staff’s
dedication, the number of visitors to the library
has increased 33 percent since 2007.

Because of this dedication to service, Li-
brary Journal named Glen Carbon Centennial
Library its “Best Small Library in America.”
The library staff has taken innovative ap-
proaches to addressing the needs of their pa-
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trons. One example is the “No to Yes log,”
where the staff logs requests to which they
had to say “No.” Then, at staff meetings they
determine how to turn a “No” into a “Yes” so
that they can better serve the community. In
the words of one of the “Best Small Library in
America” judges, “Glen Carbon seems to be
doing everything right.”

It is because of their hard work and dedica-
tion, that the Glen Carbon Centennial Library
earned this honor. | would like to congratulate
director Anne Hughes, the management team,
librarians and volunteers who have made the
library into the award-winning institution that it
is today and wish them continued success in
the future.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. DENNY REHBERG

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. REHBERG. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the Republican Leadership standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks | received as part
of H.R. 3326—Department of Defense Appro-
priations Act, 2010:

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: FLIR Systems, Inc./Sci-
entific Materials Corporation of 31948 East
Frontage Road, Bozeman, MT 59715.

Description: $4,000,000 in funding will be
used to develop SOF Visual Augmentation
System Hand Held Imager/Long Range, a
thermal camera that allows special operations
forces to conduct critical reconnaissance, sur-
veillance, detection and recognition at safe
and maximum ranges from positions of rel-
ative safety.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: Blackfeet Nation of
P.O. Box 850, Browning, Montana 59417

Description: $3,200,000 in funding will be
used to develop adaptive, lightweight materials
associated with enhanced fabrication, produc-
tion and manufacturing technologies that can
respond to meet the unique needs for lighter
weight and stronger components for its mis-
siles, ground, air and space platforms and
sSensors.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: MSE Technology Appli-
cations, Inc. of 200 Technology Way, Butte,
MT 59701

Description: $6,408,000 in funding will be
used to develop a mobile cryoplasma demili-
tarization system that will freeze, crush and
destroy obsolete and hazardous munitions in a
safe, cost-effective, and environmentally ac-
ceptable process.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: Federal Technology
Group of 203 S. Enterprise Boulevard, Suite 4,
Bozeman, MT 59718-6062

Description: $2,400,000 in funding will be
used to produce a superior thermal interface
adhesive to enhance heat removal from LEDs.
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Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: UTRS,
South Parkmont, Butte, MT 59701

Description: $4,800,000 in funding will be
used to support Titanium Extraction, Mining
and Process Engineering Research (TEM-
PER) and the development of lightweight
weapons at an affordable cost for the Army,
enhancing lethality and performance while dra-
matically reducing life cycle cost.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: International Heart In-
stitute Foundation at St. Patrick Hospital of
500 Broadway, Missoula, MT 59802.

Description: $1,600,000 in funding will be
used to develop a readily-available, sterile,
freeze-dried vascular graft made from animal
tissue for the management of traumatic vas-
cular injuries.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: National Center for
Health Care Informatics of 1300 West Park,
Butte, MT 59701

Description: $1,600,000 in funding will be
used to develop “next generation” simulation
training for the USAF Pararescuemen (PJs)
which would realistically depict environments
and challenges.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: Montana State Univer-
sity-Bozeman of 207 Montana Hall, Bozeman,
MT 59717.

Description: $1,600,000 in funding will be
used to transition new technology to the U.S.
warfighter in order to help save lives and im-
prove effectiveness.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: Bridger Photonics Inc.
of 2310 University Way Bldg. 4-4.

Description: $800,000 in funding will be
used to develop advanced helicopter landing
aid—an advanced 3D active imaging sensor
that can provide rapid and accurate imagery to
a helicopter pilot operating in brownouts.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: American Chemet of
701 N Last Chance Gulch, Helena, Montana
59601.

Description: $800,000 in funding will be
used to give the military anti-fouling tools for
paint in fresh water areas.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: Montana Tech of The
University of Montana/Center for Advanced
Mineral and Metallurgical Processing (CAMP)
of 1300 West Park Street, Butte, MT 59701.

Description: $3,200,000 in funding will be
used to support research, development, and
construction of a reliable, durable, low acous-
tic, and low thermal signature battlefield power
source.

Requesting Member: Rep. DENNY REHBERG

Bill Number: H.R. 3326

Name and Address: Western Computer
Services, Inc. (WESCO) of 631 N. Last
Chance Gulch, Helena, MT 59601.

Description: $2,400,000 in funding will be
used to ensure a continued focus on the inte-
gration needs of Marine Expeditionary Rifle
Squad (MERS), as the mission of the squad
expands and the mode and means of trans-
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port change to meet the threat and the envi-
ronment.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF OUR DAILY BREAD

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Our Daily Bread,
and to congratulate them on their 25 years of
service to the community.

Our Daily Bread is a volunteer-based orga-
nization dedicated to providing critical services
to families and individuals suffering from finan-
cial hardship. Through robust community sup-
port from local faith-based groups, community
organizations, local businesses, schools and
universities, Our Daily Bread has grown to
provide food, financial literacy education and
assistance, school supplies, and holiday cheer
to thousands of people in our area.

Our Daily Bread’s mission is to identify and
address the unmet fundamental needs of Fair-
fax area residents, and to empower the com-
munity to help our neighbors maintain self-suf-
ficiency. This mission of sustainability and self-
sufficiency evolved from humble beginnings.
Our Daily Bread was founded in 1984 as a
temporary homeless shelter that rotated
among several area churches. When Fairfax
County opened a county-run shelter in the
Reston area, Our Daily Bread refocused its
energies on feeding the homeless and opened
a soup kitchen to serve those most in need.
Recognizing the difficulties faced by those pa-
trons unable to benefit from this service, Our
Daily Bread again reinvented itself first by de-
livering sandwiches made by volunteers and
later to delivering supplemental groceries di-
rectly to homeless families who were living in
motels along Route 50 in Fairfax.

Our Daily Bread has a history of being dy-
namic in the face of changing demographics.
Beginning in the 1990’s and largely fueled by
the high cost of rental housing, a new urgent
need emerged. Families who were not home-
less, families in which one or both parents
were often juggling multiple jobs, were finding
themselves unable to meet their basic needs
and were just one crisis away from homeless-
ness. Our Daily Bread rose to meet this chal-
lenge and began a program offering emer-
gency financial assistance in the form of a
modest one-time grant of up to $350.00. More
recently, Our Daily Bread expanded their serv-
ices to provide financial mentoring, a back to
school program and holiday meals and gifts. It
is a testament to talent and commitment of the
volunteers, staff, and supporters who make
Our Daily Bread what it is today; an organiza-
tion with the foresight and readiness to take
on new problems, while continuing to deliver
on core initiatives.

Today, Our Daily Bread provides critical
services to the elderly, the working poor, the
disabled and the homeless in the Fairfax area.
In 2009, Our Daily Bread provided food assist-
ance to 345 families, a 73% increase from the
previous year. In addition, 279 families bene-
fited from financial assistance and over 100
families took part in financial literacy training
and mentoring. Nearly 3,800 families were
served by the holiday program, and 350 chil-
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dren received supplies for school. Over half of
those assisted by our Daily Bread’s program
were children.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in paying tribute to Our Daily Bread for
their commitment to the community. | would
also to express my sincere gratitude to the
volunteers and staff who contribute their time
and energy and also to the Fairfax area busi-
ness community for the support they provide
to this worthwhile cause.

———

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF FLORIDA STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE GERALDINE F.
THOMPSON

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the community activism of
Florida House Representative Geraldine
Thompson. State Representative Thompson
grew up in the South Dade town of Perrine,
Florida. She attended Miami Dade Community
College and received a John F. Kennedy/Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Scholarship to attend the
University of Miami in Coral Gables, Florida,
where she enrolled shortly after that school
ended racial segregation. In 1970, she re-
ceived a bachelor's degree with honors in
journalism and business education. She
moved with her husband, Emerson, to Talla-
hassee where he attended law school and she
worked in State government and higher edu-
cation. Her first position in Tallahassee was as
executive secretary to Representative Gwen-
dolyn Sawyer Cherry, the first African-Amer-
ican woman to serve in the Florida House of
Representatives. After working for several
years, she sought a master of science degree
in communication from Florida State Univer-
sity, which she received in 1973. She then
joined her husband in Orlando and imme-
diately became active in the central Florida
community.

She began work in Orlando as a teacher in
the Orange County Public School System.
After 6 years, she left the classroom to accept
a position as director of the Equal Opportunity
Office at Valencia Community College where
she served for 24 years as assistant to the
president. Among her many accomplishments
at Valencia Community College, she initiated
the establishment of the “College Reach Out
Program” which enabled thousands of low in-
come and disadvantaged students to fulfill
their dream of going to college. She also
served on the boards of the Orange County
Community Action Advisory, the Metropolitan
Orlando Urban League, WMFE Public Broad-
casting Station, the YMCA, the Mayor’s Martin
Luther King, Jr., Holiday Commission, the Hol-
ocaust Memorial and Resource Center, and
the West Orange Healthcare District. In 1987,
she was appointed by Governor Bob Graham
to the Florida Commission on Human Rela-
tions. She received confirmation from the Flor-
ida Senate and remained on the Commission
during the terms of Governor Lawton Chiles,
where she was elected by her fellow commis-
sioners to serve as chair.

Also considered a local historian, her pas-
sion for history led her to conducting research
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