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charities and volunteerism. It has been par-
ticularly instrumental in supporting Becoming
Independent, a North Bay nonprofit dedicated
to empowering people with developmental dis-
abilities, and its wineries are a regular pres-
ence at the Sonoma Valley Harvest Wine Auc-
tion. Earlier this year, Benziger Family Winery
also joined with the local Red Cross to support
earthquake relief efforts in Haiti and in Chile.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join us in
thanking the Benziger Family for its contribu-
tions to Sonoma Valley, and in congratulating
its wineries on their success and well de-
served recognition. Benziger Family Winery
and Imagery Estate Winery are powerful ex-
amples of the value of community-minded
business, and Sonoma Valley is stronger be-
cause of them.

A TRIBUTE TO DARLENE MEALY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Darlene Mealy for her service
to Brooklyn’s 41st District.

Darlene Mealy was born in Detroit, Michi-
gan, and raised in Brooklyn’s Bedford-
Stuyvesant area, in Brooklyn’s 41st District.
She attended P.S. 28, J.H.S. 271, and George
W. Wingate High School. She later studied at
the Borough of Manhattan Community College
and Cornell for Labor Women’s Studies.

Council Member Mealy is a young grass-
roots leader committed to bring about a posi-
tive change in her community. She serves as
an outspoken community leader responding to
the needs of the people of her community with
honor and integrity. Her perseverance helps
her to achieve positive results.

Darlene Mealy has served as the Council
Member in Brooklyn’s 41st District since Janu-
ary 2006. Prior to her election to the council,
she was employed at the New York City Tran-
sit Authority for 17 years in the Department of
Buses, Technical Services Division. She is the
Founder and President of a multiple block as-
sociation known as the Fulton Street/Atlantic
Avenue/Ralph ~ Avenue/Rochester  Avenue
F.A.R.R. Community Association, Inc. Council
Member Mealy has served as a National Dele-
gate for the Reverend Al Sharpton for Presi-
dent and is a Board Member of Neighborhood
Housing Services. She was also the former
Secretary of both the 81st Precinct Community
Council and the Unity Democratic Club.

Currently in her second term, Council Mem-
ber Mealy was appointed Chair of the Con-
tracts Committee, where she has led the fight
for reform in New York City contracts proce-
dure and diversity in the awarding of city con-
tracts. She has committed to the expansion of
Minority Women Business Enterprises and di-
versification in both prime and sub-prime con-
tracts. The awarding of Minority Women Busi-
ness Enterprises is currently at the highest
level ever. Additionally, during her time as
Chair, the Small Business Service has
partnered with the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration in an effort to ensure the increase
of city contracts to small businesses. Through-
out her time on the Council, Council Member
Mealy has demonstrated a strong commitment
to public service.
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Council Member Mealy is a member of
Christ Memorial Church, Pastor Flora L.H.
Grant under the Pilgrim Church, Chief Prelate
Archbishop Roy E. Brown.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the contributions of Dar-
lene Mealy.

————

IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN DAVID P.
CONRAD, 2010 FIREFIGHTER OF
THE YEAR

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, it is my great honor to recognize Captain
| David P. Conrad, who has been awarded the
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department
2010 Career Firefighter of the Year. This is
the department’s highest award, established in
1985 to provide special recognition for out-
standing service and dedication in keeping
with the highest traditions of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Fire and Rescue Department. Captain
Conrad is the 25th recipient of this award.

Capt. Conrad has served the residents of
Fairfax County for 28 years. During his excep-
tional career, he has consistently dem-
onstrated his abilities as a teacher, firefighter,
leader and member of the community. As a
career firefighter, Capt. Conrad has taken on
many roles and positions, serving as a mem-
ber of the Technical Rescue Operations
Team, the Virginia Task Force One Urban
Search and Rescue Team, the America’s Sup-
port Team, United Nations Disaster Support
Team, the TROT Trench Committee, the Res-
cue Squad Committee, the Lieutenant’s Test
Committee, and the Captain’s Test Com-
mittee. As a member of the elite VATF-1,
Capt. Conrad has participated in multiple
search and rescue operations around the
world. Most recently, Capt. Conrad served as
a team manager during the Haiti Earthquake
rescue effort. Through his leadership, his team
detected, located and rescued nine people
who had been trapped.

Providing the tools for other firefighters to
succeed is a passion of Capt. Conrad, espe-
cially in the area of education. Capt. Conrad
serves or has served as a recruit school ad-
junct instructor for nine years. He has taught
three trench classes, set up and facilitated
seven joint training evolutions with the military,
taught Rapid Intervention Team operations,
assisted with writing swift water rescue proto-
cols, served as an adjunct instructor for sev-
eral Rescue and Truck company schools,
taught two Technical Search classes in Can-
ada and two in the United States, and facili-
tated several VATF-1 Field Exercises. Cur-
rently, Capt. Conrad is an instructor for rope,
trench, structural collapse and confined space
operations, a lead instructor for FEMA in
Technical Search and an adjunct instructor for
FEMA in Structural Collapse. Capt. Conrad’s
level of expertise and willingness to share his
knowledge is a key reason that the Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue Department is one of
the best in the world.

Capt. Conrad has worked tirelessly to im-
prove one of the finest fire departments in the
country and help save lives. In just one exam-
ple, he assisted with the development a new
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Rapid Intervention Team, RIT, kit for the de-
partment. These kits are essential for saving
lives in emergency situations, and any im-
provement made to them will directly result in
the preservation of life. It took more than five
years, but when it was done, a new RIT air
pack program was implemented. A great deal
of credit belongs to Capt. Conrad for his work
on this project, which has produced one of the
most innovative firefighter survival tools ever
used by the department. Capt. Conrad also
accepted a multi-year challenge to develop
and implement new travel bags and
backpacks for the Urban Search and Rescue
Team. His design is now being used by many
teams across the country.

The saying “Character Matters 24—7" could
have been written to describe Capt. Conrad.
He exemplifies how a firefighter and officer
should live his or her life. In addition to the
professional and educational contributions that
he has made, Capt. Conrad is a compas-
sionate and tenacious advocate for others in
the community. Whether it is helping paint the
home of a fellow firefighter who was ill, serv-
ing on many Christmas in April and Habitat for
Humanity projects, helping a local church with
an extreme makeover for a D.C. resident who
was in significant need, constructing an or-
phanage in Nicaragua, or just being available
to help no matter what the project or who was
in need, Capt. Conrad has always answered
the call.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commending Captain | David P. Conrad
for his years of service and in congratulating
him on being named the Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue Department 2010 Firefighter of
the year. Firefighters and all first responders
are true heroes for our country. They risk their
lives every day to ensure the well being and
safety of our communities. These heroes often
go unrecognized for their dedication and sac-
rifices. On behalf of the residents of Northern
Virginia, | am honored to thank these brave
men and women for their contributions to our
communities, and | say to each of them, Stay
Safe.

———————

IN HONOR OF THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF BAY VIL-
LAGE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of the 200th
Anniversary of the City of Bay Village. | join
with residents, business owners, city officials
and Mayor Deborah Sutherland in celebrating
this momentous occasion.

The Joseph Cahoon family, one of the first
founding families, arrived on the land that is
now Bay Village on October 10, 1810. The
Cahoons and other settlers braved extreme
weather conditions, illness and wild animals
on their journey westward. They opted to set-
tle along the picturesque southern shores of
Lake Erie in beautiful northern Ohio

By 1901, the township of Hamlet of Bay,
once part of Dover Township, began to exist
under the leadership of trustees who worked
to form a new village. Two years later, on
March 10th, 1903, the Village of Bay was in-
corporated by the State of Ohio and elections
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were organized. On April 6th, 1903, residents
elected Reuben Osborne as their Mayor. They
also elected H.P. Foote, Julius Wischmeyer,
Calvin Osborn, Frank Meilander, Burrett
Sadler and William O. Matthews to represent
their interests on Council. On May 4th, 1903,
in the small quarters of School House No. 1,
a meeting was held for the first-ever Council
of the Village of Bay.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and recognition of the City of Bay
Village, Ohio, as we remember the founding
settlers who formed this Village. We also com-
memorate the contributions of citizens, past
and present, in celebrating the city’s 200th An-
niversary. The City of Bay Village has evolved
and grown; yet its small-town charm, integrity
and beautiful green spaces continue to define
this treasured community in Greater Cleve-
land.

HONORING THE BENZIGER FAMILY

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2010

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with my colleague, Rep. MIKE THOMP-
SON, to honor the Benziger Family, whose
economic, environmental, and philanthropic
contributions in the Sonoma Valley have
earned its businesses due recognition as 2010
Sonoma Valley Business of the Year. Both
Benziger Family Winery and Imagery Estate
Winery have pioneered a sustainable ap-
proach to agriculture and a humanitarian ap-
proach to business. Their active presence
continues to strengthen and enrich Sonoma
Valley communities.

Starting in the mid-1990s, Benziger Family
Winery began its transition into biodynamic
agriculture. They eliminated chemicals and
other artificial elements in favor of a more ho-
listic and organic method that capitalizes on
the vitality of a vineyard that is allowed to
thrive in a natural state. Benziger Family Win-
ery has even been recognized by the National
Resources Defense Council for its water con-
servation strategies. Imagery Estate Winery
was founded in the same tradition, and the re-
sult is not only a greener footprint, but richer
and more distinctive products that embody
their unique places of origin. Indeed, Benziger
Family Winery and Imagery Estate Winery
have earned reputations as producers of ex-
ceptional quality not only in California, but
worldwide.

The Benziger Family has brought the same
care and commitment to its active role in
Sonoma Valley communities, supporting local
charities and volunteerism. It has been par-
ticularly instrumental in supporting Becoming
Independent, a North Bay nonprofit dedicated
to empowering people with developmental dis-
abilities, and its wineries are a regular pres-
ence at the Sonoma Valley Harvest Wine Auc-
tion. Earlier this year, Benziger Family Winery
also joined with the local Red Cross to support
earthquake relief efforts in Haiti and in Chile.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join us in
thanking the Benziger Family for its contribu-
tions to Sonoma Valley, and in congratulating
its wineries on their success and well de-
served recognition. Benziger Family Winery
and Imagery Estate Winery are powerful ex-
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amples of the value of community-minded
business, and Sonoma Valley is stronger be-
cause of them.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER L.
DIMATTIO

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2010

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | would
like to call to your attention the achievements
of an outstanding individual, Christopher L.
DiMattio.

As co-chair of the Italian-American Congres-
sional Caucus, | am privileged to offer my sin-
cerest congratulations for Christopher’s selec-
tion as UNICO’s National President on the oc-
casion of UNICQO’s “Meet the President Night,”
an event being held in his honor. UNICO is
our nation’s largest ltalian-American service
organization.

His proven record of service to his commu-
nity, faith, and strong ltalian heritage makes
him the perfect choice for this position with
UNICO. Through his life and work, he has
upheld UNICO’s model of “Service above
Self” He has served selflessly on the leader-
ship board of UNICO. He also played an im-
portant role in the Roman Catholic Church’s
Diocese of Scranton.

His tireless work on the local level and in
planning fundraisers and charity events has
ensured that the numerous organizations he
has served will flourish for years to come.

All of this outstanding service has not inter-
fered with Christopher’s professional and per-
sonal lives as in the least. He has received
numerous awards for outstanding performance
in his role as Senior Vice President at FNCB
Wealth Management Services. Christopher
also sets a wonderful example as a family
man for his wife, Ann and his sons Louis
Carlo, and Robert.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to learning about and recognizing
individuals like Christopher DiMattio.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Christopher’s family and friends, all
the students and athletes whose lives he has
touched and me in recognizing Mr. Chris-
topher L. DiMattio.

————
HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF UNITED STATES

ARMY SERGENT FIRST CLASS
TODD M. HARRIS

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2010

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor United States Army Sergeant
First Class Todd M. Harris, who was killed in
action on November 3, 2010.

A native of Tucson, Arizona, Todd enlisted
in the Army in 1998. A decorated combat vet-
eran and graduate of the U.S. Army’s Special
Forces, Airborne, and Air Assault Schools, he
was assigned to the 87th Infantry Battalion 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division
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at Fort Drum, NY. He was on his fifth deploy-
ment which included two tours in Iraq and two
in Afghanistan, when he was killed by small
arms fire in Badgdis Province, in northwestern
Afghanistan. Among his many decorations, he
earned the Army Commendation Medal, the
Army Achievement Medal and the Purple
Heart. He was one of our Nation’s most elite,
best and bravest.

We remember Todd and offer our deepest
condolences and sincerest prayers to his fam-
ily. My words cannot effectively convey the
feeling of great loss nor can they offer ade-
quate consolation. However, it is my hope that
in future days, his family may take some com-
fort in knowing that Todd made a difference in
the lives of many others and serves as an ex-
ample of a competent and caring leader and
friend that will live on in the hearts and minds
of all those he touched.

This body and this country owe Todd and
his family a debt of gratitude, and it is vital
that we remember him and his service to his
country.

Sergeant First Class Todd Harris is survived
by his mother, Willa; father, Samuel; son, Kai;
and daughter, McKenna.

———

HONORING MEIKLEJOHN CIVIL
LIBERTIES INSTITUTE

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2010

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the recent successful ef-
forts of the Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Institute
(MCLI) in persuading the California State As-
sembly and Senate to adopt Assembly Mem-
ber Bill Monning’s ACR 129, making California
the first state in the nation to agree to pub-
licize the text of three, U.S-ratified U.N. human
rights treaties, and to make the required peri-
odic reports on race discrimination, police con-
duct, health care, prison conditions, treatment
of the homeless, immigrant rights and many
other violations of civil and political rights in all
cities, counties and state agencies.

Templates will be furnished for the state-
wide reports, which seek ultimately to protect
all civil rights, including those of arrested peo-
ple, the unemployed, welfare applicants, mem-
bers of the LGBT community, the disabled,
children, seniors and union members.

The treaties and protocols included in ACR
129 are: International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR); Convention on Elimi-
nation of all forms of Racial Discrimination
(CERD); and Convention Against Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment (CAT), ratified by the U.S. in
1992 and 1994. Two Protocols to the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on the
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography, and on Involvement of Children
in Armed Conflict, ratified by the U.S. on De-
cember 23, 2002, are also covered. Yet, there
is still much that can be done to ensure com-
pliance with these treaties.

MCLI was founded in 1965 and soon estab-
lished its Human Rights Reporting Project
dedicated to educating lawyers, legal workers,
judges, legislators, and non-governmental or-
ganizations on existing international human
rights law.
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