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ON THE 110TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SIXTH MOUNT ZION BAPTIST
TEMPLE

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 29, 2010

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate a historic institution
of faith in the Third Congressional District.
This November, Sixth Mount Zion Baptist
Temple will celebrate its 110th anniversary,
and | would like to highlight some moments
from the history of the church and its contribu-
tions to our community.

The seeds of Sixth Mount Zion were origi-
nally planted in 1900, when transplanted citi-
zens from Charles City County and Richmond,
working in the Newport News Shipyard,
sought to establish a Missionary Baptist
Church in the area. The first services, offi-
ciated by Rev. N.E. Nelson, were held in a pri-
vate home on 22nd Street in Newport News.
Rev. Chase Patterson assumed control of the
church for a brief period, and started to orga-
nize Sixth Mount Zion as a Missionary Baptist
Church.

Third Pastor Rev. W.M. Greene continued
to organize the church, founding a Recognition
Council to establish the congregation as an
independent body, and in November 1901,
that recognition was granted. After this initial
establishment, Sixth Mount Zion Baptist
Church went through 19 pastors until the
church installed Rev. W.J. Brown as pastor in
1912. During this era the church worshipped
in a borrowed building on 24th Street.

Rev. Brown served Sixth Mount Zion faith-
fully for 45 years until his death in 1957. He
was succeeded by Rev. James Melvin Owens,
who was installed as pastor in 1959. That
same year, a fire destroyed the church build-
ing, but through the faithfulness of the con-
gregation, a new building was built in the foot-
print of the old one at 643 24th Street.

Rev. Owens passed away in 1964 after 6
years of service to Sixth Mount Zion. The
search for the next pastor took over a year,
but on June 19, 1966, Rev. M. Ivory Jefferson
was installed as the official pastor. One of his
first actions, the establishment of a building
fund, proved to be essential, when the rede-
velopment plans of the city of Newport News
forced the church to relocate. Sixth Mount
Zion met in several different locations from
1973 to 1976. In June of that year, the church
purchased a site at 2003 Kecoughtan Road in
Hampton, and the church was renamed Sixth
Mount Zion Baptist Temple. The building was
finally completed in 1978.

The move to Hampton was not the only
change under Rev. Jefferson. During his ten-
ure, the church also began a radio ministry,
arranged annual interstate worship trips, and
trained and ordained two Associate Ministers.
Rev. Jefferson retired in 1996, and Sixth
Mount Zion elected Assistant Pastor Rev. Je-
rome A. Barber to serve as head pastor in
1997.

The church has grown significantly from 300
to over 4,000 members since Rev. Barber’s in-
stallation. The church has also been involved
in outreach ministries in both Virginia and
abroad. Sixth Mount Zion has mobilized action
in Kenya, Uganda, and most recently Brazil,
providing medical clinics, teacher workshops,
and conferences for women and youth.
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With its rapid, recent growth, the church out-
grew its Kecoughtan Road location. In January
2001 the church moved to its present location
at 3100 Butternut Drive in Hampton. In 2002,
Rev. Barber established the Six House at the
Temple’s old Kecoughtan Road location,
where the church holds education programs
for children, young adults, and lifelong learn-
ers.

As Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Temple gathers
to celebrate its 110th anniversary, the church
can truly remember its past, celebrate its
present, and focus on the future with great ex-
pectations. | would like to congratulate Rev.
Barber and all of the members of Sixth Mount
Zion Baptist Temple on the occasion of their
110th anniversary. | wish them many more
years of dedicated service to the community.

————

STEM CELL THERAPEUTIC AND
RESEARCH REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of S. 3751, the Stem Cell
Therapeutic and Research Reauthorization Act
of 2010.

This legislation is identical to H.R. 6081, a
bill that | introduced with Mr. YOUNG of Florida
to reauthorize critical bone marrow and cord
blood transplant programs that save thou-
sands of lives each year.

Each year, nearly 40,000 people under the
age of 55 are diagnosed with fatal bone mar-
row illnesses, and about 16,000 of those indi-
viduals can only be treated via blood stem cell
transplant.

These patient’s lives depend on finding an
acceptable adult stem cell donor match—
quickly and easily.

The Stem Cell Therapeutic and Research
Reauthorization Act of 2010 would reauthorize
the key programs responsible for helping
these individuals by recruiting bone marrow,
adult stem cell, and cord blood donations;
matching donors and potential recipients; and
linking these patients to care.

S. 3751 includes two main parts to achieve
this spectrum of donation, connection, and
care.

The first is the C.W. Bill Young Cell Trans-
plantation Program, which houses the National
Registry, the Office of Patient Advocacy, and
the Stem Cell Therapeutic Outcomes Data-
base.

The second is the National Cord Blood In-
ventory (NCBI), a program that provides
grants to public cord blood banks to assist
them in collecting a diverse population of do-
nated cord blood units. These units are then
listed on the National Registry, where patients
and doctors can find them.

The reauthorization represents legislation
that is truly bipartisan and bicameral, which is
evident in the fact that it passed the Senate by
unanimous consent on September 28, 2010.

Mr. Speaker, | commend our Leadership
and thank Chairman WAXMAN, Chairman
PALLONE and their staffs for bringing the reau-
thorization to the floor in time to vote before
these programs expire on Thursday, Sep-
tember 30, 2010.
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This is meaningful legislation with strong bi-
partisan support and a proven track record.

| urge my colleagues to support passage of
this important legislation.

————
RECOGNIZING THE BIRTHDAY OF
THE LATE MARY CHURCH
TERRELL

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 29, 2010

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the birthday of the late Mary
Church Terrell, a scholar, political activist and
woman of compassion. Mary Church was born
in Memphis, Tennessee to Robert and Louisa
Church on September 23, 1863, the same
year President Abraham Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation.

Knowing the importance of an education,
Ms. Church attended Oberlin College in Ohio,
the first institution to admit women and one of
the first to admit minorities. Upon her gradua-
tion in 1884, Ms. Church became one of the
first African American women to graduate from
college. She then went on to receive her Mas-
ter’'s degree from Oberlin in 1888.

After graduation, Ms. Church moved back to
Memphis and traveled to Europe before mov-
ing to Washington, DC where she married at-
torney Robert Herbert Terrell in 1891. During
this time Mrs. Terrell took an active role in so-
cial reform and volunteer work. She be-
friended Susan B. Anthony and was active
with the suffragist movement, working at the
National American Woman Suffrage Associa-
tion and several other black women’s suffra-
gist organizations.

Mary Church Terrell broke barriers by be-
coming the first African American woman to
be appointed to the District of Columbia Board
of Education from 1895-1906. She was also
active in multiple black women’s organizations,
all of which strove to terminate both gender
and racial discrimination. She was the archi-
tect of the merger of these clubs, forming the
National Association of Colored Women
(NACW) in 1896, becoming the organization’s
first president. She served as president until
1901 when she was named the honorary
president for life.

In 1909, Mary Church Terrell, along with Ida
B. Wells, befriended W.E.B. DuBois and later
became a charter member of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People. In 1910, Mrs. Terrell founded the Na-
tional Association of College Women in 1910
and in 1913 assisted in the formation of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated where she
wrote the sorority’s creed. In 1933, Oberlin
College recognized her as one of its one hun-
dred outstanding alumni during their centen-
nial celebration. Oberlin conferred upon Mrs.
Terrell the honorary Doctorate of Humane Let-
ters in 1948.

Mary Church Terrell passed away at age 90
on July 24, 1954, two months after the monu-
mental Brown vs. Board of Education decision.
From the signing of the Emancipation Procla-
mation to the Brown vs. Board of Education
decision, Mary Church Terrell was here to wit-
ness great social reforms for African Ameri-
cans. Hers was a life well lived.
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HONORING CHIEF RON REEVES OF
THE CHANDLER POLICE DEPART-
MENT

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 29, 2010

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today |
honor Chief Ron Reeves, who is celebrating
30 years as the Chief of Police of Chandler,
Texas.

Chief Reeves was appointed Chief of Police
for the Chandler Police Department in 1980,
after joining the department in 1979 as a re-
serve officer. Ronnie, as most people affec-
tionately know him, has served the citizens of
Chandler well over the past 30-plus years. Not
only has he served the community, but he and
his wife, Barbara, chose to raise their three
children, Stephanie, Jessica and Matthew in
this East Texas town and make it their home.

Chief Reeves is licensed as a Master Peace
Officer for the State of Texas. Throughout his
years of service, Chief Reeves has given
countless individuals their initial start in law
enforcement. Those he mentored have gone
on to serve our communities and the State of
Texas in the Texas Attorney General’s Office,
the Henderson County Sheriff's Office, as an
elected constable, and countless chiefs of po-
lice.

Chief Reeves even took the initiative to form
the Chandler Police Explorers program that
gives young people the opportunity to see
firsthand how law enforcement protects and
serves their community. His desire to serve
his community continues at his local church
where he serves as the children’s ministry
leader.

It has been said that Ronnie’s lifelong desire
has been to help people in need, to make a
lasting difference in his community and to
leave a legacy of service, compassion, fair-
ness and honor. As the representative for the
Fifth District of Texas, | would like to say job
well done, Chief. | thank you for your service,
sacrifice and commitment for over 30 years to
the Chandler community.

——————

200TH BIRTHDAY OF ELIZA
McCARDLE JOHNSON

HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 29, 2010

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Madam Speaker,
today | recognize the birthplace of Mrs. Eliza
McCardle Johnson, born October 4, 1810 in
Washington County in Tennessee. October 4,
2010 will mark her 200th birthday.

Eliza’s birthplace is the present day site of
McCarty Cemetery, Telford, TN on Highway
11-E, just four miles west of Jonesborough,
Tennessee.

In May of 1827, Eliza McCardle married An-
drew Johnson, who went on to become the
Governor of Tennessee, the Vice-President of
the United States, and eventually, the 17th
President of the United States.

Ms. Eliza became the First Lady of Ten-
nessee and the First Lady of the United
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States. She stood by her husband and served
as his faithful advisor until her death.

Even today, the Andrew Johnson Historical
Museum is located in Greeneville, TN, where
the Johnsons established their home.

Madam Speaker, | recognize and honor the
First Lady of Tennessee, Mrs. Eliza McCardle
Johnson, born in Washington County. | am
proud to reside in east Tennessee, the same
dwelling place as her and her husband.

———

CELEBRATING FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH 175TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 29, 2010

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| would like to recognize the First Baptist
Church of Cedartown, Georgia for their 175th
anniversary. First Baptist was built in 1835
and has been a landmark in my district for
many years.

The church gives back to the community
through different programs which include
scholarships for aspiring ministry students, fi-
nancial assistance to the disadvantaged, pro-
viding volunteers and food for the local food
pantry, and sponsoring a support group for
those who have lost a spouse—just to name
a few. First Baptist and its members provide
immeasurable aid to those most in need in
Cedartown, and for that | know the community
is most grateful.

First Baptist's charity work also reaches far
outside of Georgia—the church has main-
tained its leadership in missions by sponsoring
individual missionaries in Germany and the
Middle East.

Madam Speaker, | am extremely proud of
First Baptist's accomplishments, and | would
like to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating them on their 175th anniversary.

GEMSTONE FOUNDATION

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 29, 2010

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Gemstone Foundation, a not-
for-profit organization in my home state of
California working to improve reading skills of
low-performing students.

The Gemstone Foundation’s work is based
on the theory that many students with poor or
below grade level reading skills suffer from
low “eye-brain coordination”. Their research
shows that children who read below grade
level often have problems with coordinating
the two eyes, tracking and scanning, or re-fo-
cusing their eyes rapidly. Most students’ eyes
glide across a page as they read without dif-
ficulty; however, up to 50 percent of poor
readers experience one of the problems Gem-
stone identified. This may prevent those read-
ers from being able to finish reading a line
without stopping or skipping, significantly im-
pairing their reading and comprehension.
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Through an innovative, computer- and Inter-
net-based course, Gemstone helps people
who demonstrate ocular discrepancies to train
their eye muscles, improving their reading
abilities. In 2009, the foundation used ARRA
grant funding from the National Institutes of
Health to complete a pilot project of their tech-
nique at a Los Angeles Unified School District
campus. Low performing elementary school
students who participated in the project, called
“The Eyes Have It!”, demonstrated an aver-
age 25 percent improvement in reading flu-
ency in just two months.

| applaud the Gemstone Foundation for their
special focus on helping people who otherwise
would not have access to visual skill develop-
ment programs: children in low-income or low-
performing schools; juvenile offenders; and
people in adult literacy programs. | commend
the foundation and its board members for their
work and encourage my colleagues to learn
more about it.

A TRIBUTE TO WAYNE WILTSHIRE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 29, 2010

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Wayne Wiltshire for his
achievements in the healthcare field.

Mr. Wiltshire is a graduate of Canarsie High
School, and received a Bachelor's Degree in
Urban Politics Island from Shaw University. He
went on to earn a Master’s Degree in Commu-
nity Health from Long Island University and a
Law Degree from Concord University.

Wayne Wiltshire began his career in health
care as Administrator for Emergency Ambula-
tory Care Services at Cumberland Hospital.
He then became the Associate Executive Di-
rector at Woodhull Hospital, which he helped
open in 1982. During his time at Woodhull, he
opened In-Patient, Emergency, and Psy-
chiatric services. He then returned to renovate
the new Cumberland Diagnostic and Treat-
ment Center, and served as Cumberland’s Ex-
ecutive Director for eight years. Following his
time at Cumberland, he was transferred to
Bellevue Hospital, where he served for five
years as the hospital’s first African-American
Associate Executive Director for Psychiatry
and Emergency Services. Mr. Wiltshire also
worked as an Adjunct Professor at St. Jo-
seph’s College in Brooklyn and owned his own
ambulette service, Health Link Incorporated,
with his family.

Mr. Wiltshire is currently the Chief Executive
Officer of Paul J. Cooper Center for Human
Services, formerly the Brownsville-Ocean Hill
Mental Health Service. While at Paul J. Coo-
per Center for Human Services, he relocated
the Administrative, Mental Health, and Chem-
ical Dependency Services to new state of the
art facilities.

Mr. Wiltshire and his wife Donna, a 30 year
health professional, celebrated their 24th wed-
ding anniversary in July. Together, they have
four children and five grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the contributions of
Wayne Wiltshire.
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