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veteran. He had been stationed on the front 
lines in Germany for several months. A part of 
the 36th ‘‘Texas’’ Division, Herrera had experi-
enced the most violent fighting in the Central 
Europe campaign when the Allies closed in to 
deliver the finishing blow on Nazi Germany. 
As Americans advanced toward the border, 
German resistance mounted. That day, Her-
rera’s division, the 142nd Regiment, neared 
the French-German border town of Mertzwiller. 
When orders were given to advance the town, 
Herrera, being a scout, was 400 yards ahead 
of his company. The regiment was suddenly 
overwhelmed by machine gun nest fire from 
the enemy. Armed with only a bayonet and an 
M1 hand rifle, Herrera single-handedly cap-
tured eight German soldiers and sent them to 
American lines. However, upon gearing up for 
a second attempt to end the gunfire, he 
stepped on an anti-personnel mine that blew 
off both his feet. Despite the intense pain and 
loss of blood, Herrera continued to fight and 
kill two more German soldiers. His presence 
enabled his comrades to lead a full frontal at-
tack on the enemy position. For his heroism 
that day Silvestre Herrera was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. 

And last, but certainly not least—a hero 
from Congressional District 2. One of twelve 
children from a large Mexican American fam-
ily, Lucian Adams was born in Port Arthur, 
Texas in 1922. The summer of 1944, Adams 
was stationed near the town of Saint-Die in 
the Mortagne forest of France. With supply 
lines cut off by the Germans, Adams was sent 
out as a scout for his company and alerted the 
commander of three enemy machine gun 
nests. He was given orders to ‘‘go on out 
there and make a breakthrough to get those 
GIs.’’ Armed with a borrowed Browning auto-
matic rifle, Adams and his men started walking 
in a heavily wooded area of the forest. Having 
only walked 10 yards, enemy machine guns 
killed three men and wounded six others al-
most instantaneously. The company ran to 
take cover. However, Adams charged forward. 
He killed nine Germans, shot lobbying gre-
nades, eliminated three enemy machine guns 
and forced two German infantrymen to sur-
render. In a matter of 10 minutes, Adams had 
successfully cleared the woods of enemy sol-
diers and reopened the severed supply line. 
Adams was dubbed ‘‘The Texas Tornado’’ by 
his company men and received the Medal of 
Honor in 1945. 

The Medal of Honor is the nation’s highest 
award for gallantry in action and is only given 
to the bravest of the brave. It is the American 
symbol of knighthood. Men like Rodriguez, 
Herrera and Adams deserve only the utmost 
respect from their countrymen. They are stat-
ues of strength—true visions of valor. With a 
thankful heart, I tip my hat to the Texas he-
roes who fought and are fighting for liberty. 
America salutes you. 

And, that’s just the way it is. 
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HONORING APPLETON FIRE-
FIGHTERS CAPT. RICK JAMES, 
CAPT. MIKE WOODZICKA, DOUG 
VRECHEK AND MIKE BECKER 

HON. STEVE KAGEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, I rise here 
today to pay tribute to Appleton firefighters 

Capt. Rick James, Capt. Mike Woodzicka, 
Doug Vrechek and Mike Becker, as they are 
inducted into the Wisconsin Fire and Police 
Hall of Fame for saving the lives of four young 
children. As friends, family and colleagues 
gather to pay tribute to their courage and 
bravery, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring these outstanding individuals. 

On December 29, 2007, Capt. Rick James, 
Capt. Mike Woodzicka, Doug Vrechek and 
Mike Becker valiantly rescued four children 
from a burning house in my hometown of Ap-
pleton, WI. The children, who were all under 
the age of seven and included 15-month-old 
twins, were trapped in the house, unable to 
escape. The firefighters acted swiftly and he-
roically, rescuing the children within four min-
utes of arriving at the scene. 

In recognition of this courageous act, the 
firefighters were inducted into the State of 
Wisconsin Fire and Police Hall of Fame on 
September 10, 2010. The Hall of Fame recog-
nizes firefighters and police officers in Wis-
consin who have performed a heroic act, been 
an innovator in advancing the productivity or 
safety of services, or who have provided ex-
ceptional community service. 

Madam Speaker, without questions, the 
service of Capt. Rick James, Capt. Mike 
Woodzicka, Doug Vrechek and Mike Becker 
has been selfless and exemplary, and their in-
duction into the Wisconsin Fire and Police Hall 
of Fame is very well-deserved. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting these truly he-
roic members of our community. 
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HONORING MICHELLE STAUFFER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Michelle 
Stauffer upon her retirement from Wawona 
School. 

Mrs. Michelle Stauffer has spent the past 29 
years serving as a teaching principal at 
Wawona School; a kindergarten through sixth 
grade, one-room elementary school in Yosem-
ite National Park. Wawona School has been 
serving the children that live in the park since 
the late 1800’s. Park rangers, firefighters and 
other National Park Service employees rely on 
this community school, and Mrs. Stauffer, to 
educate and nurture their children. During its 
existence, the school has educated the chil-
dren of many Yosemite pioneer families, in-
cluding the Washburn, Bruce and Gordon fam-
ilies. 

Mrs. Stauffer is dedicated to providing a 
solid education for the students. Field trips to 
Washington DC, museums, live theater and 
the San Francisco Opera are part of the cur-
riculum at Wawona School. Mrs. Stauffer be-
lieves these field trips are an important part of 
exposing her students to life outside of the 
park. 

Mrs. Stauffer is an extraordinary person and 
educator. She is dedicated to the Yosemite 
community and especially to her students. She 
is committed to providing her students with the 
very best education in the most nurturing envi-
ronment possible. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Michelle Stauffer for her dedicated service to 

the students of Wawona School. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Mrs. Stauffer 
many years of continued success. 
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HONORING MARIA RODRIGUEZ FOR 
A LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate decades of service to the com-
munity by a longtime and dear friend, both to 
me and my husband and to the children and 
families of New Haven, Connecticut: Maria 
Rodriguez. 

Elected to New Haven’s Board of Aldermen 
in 1976, Maria has the distinction of being the 
first Hispanic alderperson in the history of our 
city. But that service was only the beginning of 
her contributions to our city and state. For as 
long as I have known her, Maria has given of 
herself to the people around her, and has 
worked to make New Haven a richer, more vi-
brant, and more compassionate community. 

Indeed, Maria has spent a lifetime doing so. 
She began her career in the early 1970s as a 
trained mental health therapist at the Con-
necticut Mental Health Center, where she 
worked day in and day out to improve the ex-
perience and the quality of life of Hispanic 
families in the Greater New Haven area. As 
my husband Stan, Maria, and I worked on so 
many local political campaigns then, we be-
came great friends. She helped us to forge 
many wonderful friendships in New Haven’s 
Hispanic community. She is a tireless worker 
and a strong ally. 

After receiving her Masters from Southern 
Connecticut State University in 1983, and 
spending a year as a key and valuable aide to 
my predecessor, Bruce Morrison, Maria soon 
moved into full-time social work. For over 25 
years, through organizations such as the Con-
necticut Board of Education, Family Coun-
seling of Greater New Haven, and Latino 
Youth Development, Inc., she provided ther-
apy to families and students in need of mental 
health care. 

In her off-hours, Maria kept on giving. From 
serving on the Board of the YMCA to tutoring 
students in her free time, she has always 
looked for more ways to help those in need 
and to improve our city. And, now that she 
has decided to retire from the Connecticut 
Board of Education, I can only expect she is 
already thinking of new ways to volunteer her 
time and her effort. 

For that is who Maria is. For decades now, 
she has continued to infuse our community 
with her warmth and energy, her caring and 
compassion. I thank her deeply for her service 
to the families of New Haven, and for her 
years of friendship to me. And I congratulate 
her and her family—her husband Alquilino, her 
son Paul, and daughter-in-law Bunny—on 
reaching this milestone. Congratulations, 
Maria, you have earned it. 
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HONORING THE EDMUND S. 

MUSKIE ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS LIBRARY 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Edmund S. Muskie Ar-
chives and Special Collections Library at 
Bates College in Lewiston, Maine as it cele-
brates its twenty-fifth anniversary. 

As a U.S. Senator from 1959 to 1980, Ed-
mund Muskie established a legacy of 
environmentalism, fiscal responsibility and 
budgetary reform. Senator Muskie chaired the 
Environmental Pollution Subcommittee, the 
Intergovernmental Relations Subcommittee, 
and the Senate Committee on Budget. In 
1963, Senator Muskie served as the chief 
sponsor of the Clean Air Act, the first major 
federal law aimed at air pollution control. Sen-
ator Muskie also served as the chief sponsor 
of the Clean Water Restoration Act in 1966. 

Since its founding in 1985, the Muskie Ar-
chives has preserved and promoted the leg-
acy of U.S. Senator, Secretary of State and 
Bates College alumnus Edmund S. Muskie. 
The Muskie Archives have served Bates stu-
dents and researchers from across the United 
States and around the world. For the past ten 
years, the Edmund Muskie Archives and Spe-
cial Collections Library has also been the re-
pository of the Archives of the College. In this 
capacity, the library has preserved a collection 
of records that document that history of Bates 
College from its inception through its develop-
ment into one of the country’s premier liberal 
arts colleges. 

The Edmund S. Muskie Archives and Spe-
cial Collections Library at Bates College is a 
valuable asset to both the State of Maine and 
the country. Through exhibits, public outreach 
and educational programs, the institution en-
sures that the lasting work of Edmund Muskie 
is not forgotten. 

I am pleased to share in the celebration as 
the Edmund S. Muskie Archives and Special 
Collections Library looks back on its twenty 
five years of history. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Edmund S. 
Muskie Archives and Special Collections Li-
brary. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SGT. RAYMOND 
JOSEPH DRENNAN 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Sgt. Raymond Joseph 
Drennan, who is being honored with the Pur-
ple Heart that he earned while fighting the 
enemy at Okinawa on May 18, 1945. This 
honor is long overdue and serves as a re-
minder of the great sacrifices given by our 
military personnel from all generations. 

Mr. Drennan served as a Sergeant in the 
29th Battalion of the Marines 6th Division. He 
was under heavy duress while pinned in a fox-
hole, and he was injured in the line of fire. Mr. 

Drennan suffered an exit wound, but kept 
fighting with his battalion. The battle fought at 
Okinawa saw 62,000 American casualties: the 
bloodiest battle experienced in the Pacific war. 

The men and women of our Armed Forces 
serve with an incomparable sense of duty. Mr. 
Drennan, like many men and women that 
wear the military uniform, served selflessly 
and with only his country’s interest in mind. 
The Adler family, and families all across New 
Jersey, are eternally grateful for Mr. Drennan’s 
service. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
this great American hero. Without his sacrifice, 
and the sacrifice of those like him, we would 
not share the freedoms that we have today. It 
is important to remember the duty laid upon 
our men and women in the military from past 
generations and those who will serve in the fu-
ture. 
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HONORING THE BEAGLE FAMILY 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating the Beagle family as they are hon-
ored by the Genesee County Bar Foundation 
on October 7 in Flint, Michigan. 

The Beagle family’s contributions to the Flint 
community span the past century. Charles D. 
Beagle graduated from Minnesota Law School 
in 1904. After practicing law in the State of 
Washington, he moved to Genesee County in 
1920. He was elected Genesee County Pros-
ecutor in 1928. He served as president of the 
Genesee County Bar Association in 1937– 
1938. When he passed away in 1958, Charles 
Beagle had practiced law for 54 years. 

His son, John S. Beagle, received his law 
degree from Washington and Lee University in 
1936. He served as a Genesee County Assist-
ant Prosecuting Attorney and a Michigan As-
sistant Attorney General. He enlisted in the 
Army at the beginning of World War II and 
served in the Navy Air Corps until his dis-
charge. He joined his father and Van H. Stew-
art and formed the law firm, Beagle, Stewart 
and Beagle. He served on the governing body 
of the local bar. He retired in 1986 after 50 
years of practicing law and passed away in 
2000. The John S. Beagle Scholarship was 
established through his bequest to help Gen-
esee County law students defray the cost of 
their schooling. 

Duncan M. Beagle has carried on the tradi-
tion started by his grandfather and father. He 
received his Juris Doctor degree from the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy in 1975. He served as 
the youngest president of the Genesee County 
Bar Association in 1983–1984. He has served 
as the court administrator for 67th District 
Court, assistant prosecutor for Genesee Coun-
ty, Friend of the Court referee, and as a pri-
vate practitioner. Appointed to the 7th Judicial 
Circuit Court in 1991, he continues to serve in 
this capacity. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to extend my 
congratulations to Judge Beagle and the Bea-
gle family as they are honored by the Gen-
esee County Bar Foundation. The Beagle fam-
ily represents the best traditions of service to 
community, their clients and the legal profes-

sion and I wish them the best in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF MILAN 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the City of Milan and to commemo-
rate its 125th anniversary, as it gathers to 
honor this occasion on Sunday, September 
26, 2010. In 1885, only 48 years after Michi-
gan became a state, the Village of Milan was 
chartered by the Michigan State Legislature. 
Soon after, the first elections were held and 
the Village of Milan had its first governing 
Board of Trustees. Milan was a village for over 
80 years until November 6, 1967, when voters 
overwhelmingly approved the charter that es-
tablished the City of Milan. 

The City of Milan brings a rich history to the 
15th Congressional District and it offers a 
unique blend of rural farms and modern indus-
trialization. Milan is located partially in 
Washtenaw County and partially in Monroe 
County, surrounded by corn and soybean 
farms. In 1937, Henry Ford finished his cre-
ation of Ford Lake and officially opened a new 
power house which operated using coal and 
hydro power. The power house is now the cur-
rent Milan City Hall, and Ford Lake was offi-
cially acquired by Milan in 1949. Even the 
wonderful park where the 125th anniversary 
celebration took place was used by Henry 
Ford to run a coil manufacturing plant and a 
paint creation facility for the Model T. 

I am proud of the City of Milan’s many con-
tributions to Michigan’s 15th Congressional 
District and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating the city on its 125 wonderful 
years of service to its citizens and the State of 
Michigan. 

f 

HONORING FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF MADISON 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the First Baptist Church of 
Madison, located in Morris County, New Jer-
sey as they celebrate their 115th anniversary 
year. 

In the spring of 1895, a small group of indi-
viduals began to organize in what was known 
as Odd Fellows Hall in Madison, New Jersey 
in an effort to create a Baptist Mission so they 
would have a place to gather and worship. 
Two years later, the Baptist Mission became 
the First Baptist Church of Madison, and 
members selected Reverend R.L. Harris to be 
its first pastor. As membership grew, land was 
purchased to build a larger place of worship. 
On the first Sunday of June 1901, a ground 
breaking service was held, and by February 
1902 the church was completed at its current 
site. 

In 2003, the Arthur D. Brown Enrichment 
Center was opened to provide a place for 
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